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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the study 

English is one of compulsory subjects, which is taught in Elementary 

School, Junior High School, and Senior High School as a foreign language. 

Beside in formal education, English is also taught in non-formal education. Some 

courses provide service in helping students learn and practice English. One of 

many English courses (non-formal education) in Sukoharjo is SPEC (Simple dan 

Cepat) English course. It is located on Jln. Slamet Riyadi No. 27 Sukoharjo. This 

course was established in 2008. It has several programs such as TOEFL 

preparation, Conversation, General English and English for children. 

SPEC English course has several strategies in its marketing, too. One of 

them, with the professional Tutor, guarantees that the students can speak English 

fluently at least 4-6 months, from zero until professional. They say that the 

teaching is more acceptable and up to date. In addition, the system of teaching 

learning process is interesting. 

However, teaching children who have poor English is difficult in which 

the teacher must master knowledge dealing with teaching namely method, 

technique and language skills. 

The teacher called the Tutor has been trained from SPEC Master. They 

have a strategy given by the master for the Tutor, which is applied to teach their 

students called “Tutorial Method”. Using the “Tutorial Method”, students can 



easily learn English in the short time, because it focuses on the communication 

between each other. During the teaching learning process the students always 

repeat what the tutor said several times called repetition. The students learn 

through listening and memorizing. The teaching emphasizes pronunciation, stress, 

rhythm and intonation. 

SPEC has Diamond class for 4, 5, and 6 grades of elementary level. 

Diamond classes are for the set grades of Junior High School, Senior High 

School, and Vocational School. They do not open for 1, 2, and 3 grades of 

Elementary School yet, because they have different psychological learning, 

especially in learning English, which needs more patience to teach them. 

A class for young learner consists of twenty students of various ages: ten 

up to twelve years old students. It becomes particular problems to handling them. 

In the classroom, “its varying composition has to be carefully considered when 

proposing classroom management or interventions” (Ayers and Gray, 2007: 7). 

Children have several characteristics, in which they like playing, talking about 

‘here and now’, and understand meaning better when they see the object. 

Therefore, in developing the students’ English acquisition, the teacher or tutor is 

expected to be more imaginative and creative. 

In the teaching-learning process in SPEC, almost 80% of the teacher and 

the students use English to teach or speak with each other. Hence, pronunciation 

is very important here. However, most of young learners have problems to learn 

English. 



Due to the fact above, SPEC English course applies certain strategies. To 

reduce the boredom sometimes young learners are given candy if they can answer 

the questions given by the tutor, and they always give them time to break at least 

ten to fifteen minutes for playing games or even songs together with the tutor. In 

the teaching learning process, the tutors use English and Indonesia for the first, 

after that, they must remind the students again to speak. 

In the teaching learning process, the teacher must consider many aspects, 

because teaching learning takes place if it is supported by many special 

components such as the objectives, the material, the methods and the technique. 

The writer finds that it is interesting to observe. In this study, the writer 

uses a naturalistic approach to observe, that is, of the classroom phenomena. The 

description or explanation in a particular setting without manipulating the data. 

 

B. Previous Studies 

The writer chooses this topic because no researchers discussed this topic. 

There are several studies on teaching English at commercial School, indeed. 

Sutopo (2004) studies “THE TEACHING OF ENGLISH AT PRIMAGAMA 

COMMERCIAL SCHOOL: A NATURALISTIC STUDY”. He uses a naturalistic 

approach. He takes senior high school as an object. The study focuses on the 

procedures of the teaching in its course. The results of the study shows that the 

objectives is not suitable with Teaching Guideline of 1994 Curriculum, the 

syllabus is suitable with the objective of teaching that is to help the students do 

the test accurately and quickly, the type and procedure of teaching and learning 



process does not indicate communication approach, students’ role and teachers’ 

role does not match with the expert theory, the role of instructional method is 

suitable with the expert, type and procedure of evaluation of Primagama 

Commercial school is appropriate with the standard. The studies find the detail of 

Primagama Commercial School. It uses special strategy called Smart Solution. 

The strategy makes the teachers and the students have only little interaction.  

Second researcher is Resita Dian Eka Susanti (2008) who studies “THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF COMMUNICATIVE LANGUAGE TEACHING 

(CLT) IN TEACHING ENGLISH TO THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

STUDENTS IN SDN 3 GUWIMANG LOR WURYANTORO WONOGIRI”. 

She uses naturalistic approach. She takes the fourth year students. The study 

focuses on the procedures of the teaching.  The results of the study indicates that 

the teacher uses the components of CLT in teaching learning process, there are 

constructivism, inquiry, questioning, learning community, modeling, reflections, 

and authentic assessment. The teaching procedure used by the teacher is 

appropriate with the components of CLT. CLT method is used in teaching of 

English n SDN 3 Guwimang Lor. CLT in SDN 3 Gumiwang Lor is appropriate 

for the teaching speaking skills because in the teaching learning process the 

students are more active in answering question and asking about the material. The 

teacher also always gave the students’ opportunity to pronouncing new 

vocabularies. 

The third researcher is Dyah Ariza Rahwandikarini (2008) studies 

“TEACHING ENGLISH USING CARTOON FILM TO IMPROVE 



STUDENTS’ PRONOUNCIATION AT THE THIRD YEAR OF SDN 3 

BANYUDONO IN 2007/2008 ACADEMIC YEAR”. She uses pre - experiment 

approach. She takes the third grade. The study focuses on the procedures. The 

result of the study indicates that the teaching pronunciation using cartoon film 

could improve most of the students score in mastering pronunciation in relative 

short time. Most of the students are able to master the pronunciation correctly.     

Based on the researchers above, the writer thinks that this study is 

different from them, the previous studies emphasis the technique, but this study 

emphasizes the method. The writer tries to extend previous studies as the result, 

these also prove the originalities of the current study in SPEC which entitle THE 

IMPLEMENTATION OF “TUTORIAL METHOD” FOR THE TEACHING OF 

ENGLISH FOR CHILDREN AT SPEC ENGLISH COURSE OF SUKOHARJO. 

 

C. Problem of the Study 

From the background of the study, the research problem stated is how is 

the implementation of “Tutorial Method” at SPEC? In order to answer this 

research problem, the writer raises some subsidiary research questions as follows:  

1. What is the design of the “Tutorial Method” in the teaching of English for 

children at SPEC English course Sukoharjo? 

2. What is the procedure of the teaching learning process in SPEC English Course 

Sukoharjo?  

3. What are strengths and the weaknesses of the method applied in the teaching of 

English for children at SPEC English course Sukoharjo? 



D. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are to: 

1.  investigates the design of the “Tutorial Method” in the teaching of English for 

children at SPEC English Course Sukoharjo.  

2.  investigates the procedure of the teaching of English for children using 

“Tutorial Method” at SPEC English course Sukoharjo. 

3.  investigates strengths and the weaknesses of the method that is applied in the 

teaching of English for children at SPEC English course Sukoharjo. 

 

E. Limitation of the study 

The writer wants to be efficient and effective in the study. Therefore, he 

limits the study. This is also to get the best result of it. There are altogether 5 

programs in SPEC, namely: Regular and Diamond Class for 4, 5, and 6 grades of 

Elementary School, Regular and Diamond Class for Junior High School, Senior 

High School and Vocational School, Job Preparation Program (4-6 month) for 

University student and Public, Job Hunting Program, and TOEC (Test of English 

Competence). 

In this research, the writer only takes the Diamond Class for 4, 5, and 6 

grades of Elementary School for the subjects, and the object focuses on the 

“Tutorial Method”. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The writer hopes this research will give the benefits as follows: 



1. Theoretical Benefits 

Theoretically, the finding of this research will add the input of 

Teaching of English as a Foreign Language. 

This study may also serve as additional references in language 

teaching. Other studies may follow this study. 

2. Practical Benefits 

Besides theoretical benefit, there is also practical one. The readers and 

the researchers will get deeper understanding from this study. 

This study can also contribute to the tutors solving their problem of 

teaching English for children at SPEC English Course. 

 

G. Research Paper Organization 

The writer organizes this paper in order that the readers could easily 

understand the concepts of this paper. 

Chapter I is the introduction of this paper. It consists of background of the 

study, problem of the study, objective of the study, limitation of the study, benefit 

of study, and research paper organization. 

The next chapter is the underlying theory. The writer discusses the method 

in foreign language, active learning (the notion of active learning, the nuts and 

bolt of active learning, learning styles), characteristics of young learners (the 

nature of teaching children, tutor’s role). 



Chapter III is research methodology. It includes are type of study, object 

of the study, data and source of data, method of collecting data, technique for 

analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is the data analysis. It constitutes the description of the results 

of the study. 

The last chapter is chapter V. it is about conclusion and suggestion. 

 
 


