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ANARCHISM MOVEMENT AS DEPICTED IN THE FREEDOM 

WRITERS DIARY 

 

Luqman Hakim 

Hakimluqman1409@gmail.com 

 

Abstract 

 

Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom Writers Diary is a book which highlights the 
problem that occurs in American education. It does not just shows the reader how 
the education is run, but it presents the social condition of the education itself. It 
relates with some notable issues namely inequality, racial tension and class 
struggle which then were explored with Anarchism perspective. Therefore this 
research investigates what characteristics and indicators of Anarchism are 
described in the Freedom Writers Diary, how the depiction of Anarchism is 
described, and how the effect of the Freedom Writers Diary to the larger society is 
revealed. In conducting this research, this research applied descriptive qualitative 
research. The data of this research was taken from the dialogues and statements in 
the book and from other sources. The instrument of this research is the researcher 
himself who collects, analyzes, and presents the data findings of the research then 
draws the conclusions. The result of the analysis shows: (1) The anarchism 
characteristics in the Freedom Writers Diary are Liberty, Equality and Solidarity. 
(2) There are some indicators of characteristics of Anarchism. (3) The Anarchism 
is depicted in the Freedom Writers Diary through the plot, character and 
characterization and the author’s style. (4) The release of the Freedom Writers 
Diary gives some effect to the larger society, it encourages the rise of tolerance 
and awareness of disadvantaged students.  

Keywords: Anarchism, Education, Freedom Writers 

 

Abstrak 

The Freedom Writers Diary adalah sebuah karya non-fiksi yang ditulis oleh the 
Freedom Writers, sekelompok siswa dari Woodrow Wilson SMA di Long Beach, 
California, dan guru mereka Erin Gruwell. The Freedom Writers Diary 
merupakan sebuah buku yang terdiri dari kumpulan jurnal berisi masalah dari 
masa lalu mereka, sekarang dan masa depan. Sumber data primer adalah the 
Freedom Writers Diary itu sendiri sedangkan data sekunder adalah berbagai data 
dan informasi, buku atau penelitian – penelitian sebelumnya terhadap buku 
tersebut. Berbagai data baik dari data primer maupun sekunder di kumpulkan 
dalam bentuk dokumen sebagai bagian pembuktian. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan 
hal – hal sebagai berikut; (1) 3 karakteristik anarkisme di the Freedom Writers 
Diary. (2) Ada 8 indikator yang menunjukkan karakteristik Anarkisme dalam 
buku harian ini. (3) Penggambaran Anarkisme yang dapat ditemukan di the 
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Freedom Writers Diary. (4) Efek dari rilisnya the Freedom Writers Diary bagi 
masyarakat 

Kata Kunci: Anarkisme, Pendidikan, Freedom Writers 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

The issue related with education that arises in the Freedom Writers Diary has 

been discussed by several researchers. Some research that uses the Freedom 

Writers Diary as an object of research conducted by Puspitasari (2008), 

Lestyowati (2008), Shinta (2009), Saraswati (2010), Prime (2010), Tursina 

(2010), Primary (2012), Sulistyowati (2012), Sari (2013), and Evi (2014). Most of 

them used the movie adaptation of the Freedom Writers Diary which was entitled 

Freedom Writers (2007) as research objects. In the studies which were conducted 

by Lestyowati (2008) and Shinta (2009), they only highlighted the problem of 

racism and movements against racism exposed in the Freedom Writers Diary. 

While the research conducted by Pratama (2012), the approach used to analyze the 

object of the study was limited to only semantic problem. He tried to explore the 

moral and social message contained in the Freedom Writers Diary. Sulistyowati 

(2012) uses a similar approach with Pratama (2012), because she wanted to 

analyze speech style that is contained in the Freedom Writers Diary. While Evi 

(2014) used Nationalism theory as the approach to explain some of the 

phenomena that appeared at the Freedom Writers Diary. 

All of the studies above only used the movie adaptation of the Freedom 

Writers Diary which was entitled Freedom Writers (2007) as the main data. In this 

research, the original version of the Freedom Writers Diary was used as the main 

data of the research. The studies above have not clearly highlighted the struggle 

conducted by Erin Gruwell and her students from room 203 (the Freedom 

Writers) in the Freedom Writers Diary. The struggle that they carried out can be 

explained clearly with Anarchism theory. Anarchism as a political view has never 

been used as an approach in researching a literary work.  

Therefore this research aimed to investigate further about the struggle waged 

by the Freedom Writers in voicing hope and change in society using Anarchism 

theory. This research will discover how anarchism ideas are exposed in Erin 

Gruwell’s The Freedom Writer Diary. The research objectives are too identify the 



3 

 

characteristics of Anarchism in Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom Writer Diary, to 

describe the indicators of Anarchism in Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom Writer 

Diary, to describe the depiction of Anarchism in Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom 

Writer Diary, and to reveal the effect of Erin Gruwell’s The Freedom Writer 

Diary to the larger society. 

2. ANARCHISM 

Anarchy is defined in two basic terms, namely: the absence of the 

government or the authorities so as to form a lawless society. Secondly, it is 

described as a movement driven by the belief that humans do not need a ruler to 

live to form mutual communities. The use of "anarchism" term was once used as 

an explanation for ideology initiated by Joseph-Pierre Proudhon. In Proudhon 

ideas, the rejection against the government not simply rejecting any leadership, 

but more broadly transform into an idea of rejection of hierarchical forms of 

government which are usually implemented in a state where the government has 

unquestioned right to control its people. (Proudhon in Suissa, 2010).  

Liberty or Freedom means both "freedom from" and "freedom to." "Freedom 

from" signifies not being subject to domination, exploitation, coercive authority, 

repression, or other forms of degradation and humiliation. "Freedom to" means 

being able to develop and express one's abilities, talents, and potentials to the 

fullest possible extent compatible with the maximum freedom of others 

(Chomsky, 2002).  

As Berkmen (2003) states that True anarchist equality implies freedom, not 

quantity. Therefore Equality does not mean an equal amount but equal 

opportunity. Based on the discussion above, there are some indicators of equality: 

the existence of equal opportunity, the existence of equal condition, the absence of 

social diversity. Based on equality values contained in anarchism ideas, education 

needs freedom and equality in one singular line.  

Solidarity means associating together as equals in order to satisfy our 

common interests and needs.. Eventually, by organizing into groups, people can 

start to manage their own collective affairs together and so replace the boss once 

and for all. (Stirner, 1984). Based on the discussion above, there are some 

indicators of solidarity: the existence of similar background among people in the 
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society, the existence of mutual aid or cooperation, and the existence of mutual 

interest. 

This research would explore more about anarchism ideas to explain the social 

phenomena related with education which is exposed on the diary. The main reason 

why anarchism approach is used to explain the education issues is because 

education has played a particularly important role in the history of anarchist 

thought and practice, perhaps more so than any other political philosophy aimed at 

social transformation. Anarchist concerns more on education as the way to lift up 

human into higher level of humanity. Anarchism ideas will properly explain the 

critics towards modern education that is shown on the diary. 

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This study applies a qualitative research method for its research design. The 

data of this research are in the form of dialogues and statements taken from the 

diary, Erin Gruwell’s the Freedom Writers Diary and some supportive data from 

outside of the book. There are two data sources of this research. The first source is 

Erin Gruwell’s the Freedom Writer Diary and the second comes from internet and 

other books which provide several data related with the object of the study. The 

data were collected and analyzed using Anarchism theory.  

4. ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSION  

The data findings were analyzed using the Anarchism theories discussed. In 

the process of analyzing, this chapter is divided into four main points. 

4.1 ANALYSIS 

4.1.1 The Characteristics of Anarchism in the Freedom Writers Diary 

Liberty, Equality, and Solidarity are the three essential characteristics that 

make up anarchism. Knowing that every individual has important rights that 

awake their consciousness, they will stand to fight for the realization of freedom, 

equality and solidarity. To get a more detailed answer, the data should be analyzed 

to unravel the essential characteristics one by one.  

4.1.1.1 Liberty  

Freedom and liberty are the two inseparable things; both have continuity in 

meaning and purpose. Freedom means both "freedom from" and "freedom to." 

"Freedom from" signifies not being subject to domination, exploitation, coercive 

authority, repression, or other forms of degradation and humiliation. "Freedom to" 

means being able to develop and express one's abilities, talents, and potentials to 
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the fullest possible extent compatible with the maximum freedom of others. The 

need for freedom needs to be cultivated. It is revealed in the following statements. 

In both cases, war tore our fathers apart as well as our families. The camps 

stripped away our fathers’ dignity, and our once loving parents were suddenly in 

a rage over the littlest things. Both our fathers were separated from their families, 

and when they came back, they had physically, emotionally, and mentally 

changed. They became abusive and didn’t care if they hurt their family. The war 

brought so much damage to us. It killed our souls and tried to take away our lives. 

That’s the result of prejudice and war; it creates enemies. But like Mas said, “I 

was only ten years old. How could I be an enemy?” (Gruwell, 1999 p.39) 

There are some indicators of liberty that can be recognized from Erin 

Gruwell’s the Freedom Writers Diary, they are: 

4.1.1.1.1 The absence of restriction for all people to develop and express 

themselves. 

One of the definitions of Freedom is being “free to” develop and express 

human rights without any restriction. Therefore one of the important indicators 

that should exist in the Anarchist society is the absence of restriction. 

The author of this diary criticized the conditions in the USA where many people 

were killed because of war or gang violence. It is very ironic because US is known 

as the “Land of the Free and Home of the Brave,”. He then stated “but what’s so 

free about a land where people get killed?”. He told about his sad experience 

when losing a cousin and a friend because of being victims of violence. (Gruwell, 

1999, p.62). 

The statement above is part of a letter written by one of the students which 

was addressed to Zlata Filipovich. He tried to express the distress he faced every 

day in which the life he had, was filled with risk and danger. They have to deal 

with danger every day, exposed to bullets or threats seems like their daily meals. 

This becomes very ironic because US tried to declare themselves as the "Land of 

the Free and Home of the Brave". The fact that student faced many horrible things 

reflect that there is something that goes wrong there. Their freedom to live was 

shackled by danger and death that can come anytime. From the explanation above, 

it can be concluded that there is a restriction that limit people to do what they 

want. 

4.1.1.1.2. The absence of domination in the society. 

Another definition of Freedom is being “free from” domination, exploitation, 

coercive authority, repression, or other forms of degradation and humiliation. 

Therefore one of the important indicators that should exist in the Anarchist society 

is the absence of domination. It can be proven by some of the following 

statements: 
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The author of this diary expressed her astonishment to the attitude of some 

teachers at Woodrow Wilson High School who looked so racist. Many teachers 

were always relating her with her race. She stated “the majority of my teachers 

treat me as if I, and I alone, hold the answers to the mysterious creatures that 

African Americans are, like I’m the Rosetta Stone of black people. (Gruwell, 

1999, p.89) 

The statement above shows that there is a domination that exists in the 

writers’ society. The writer states “the majority of my teachers treat me as if I, and 

I alone, hold the answers to the mysterious creatures that African American 

are….”. By stating the word “majority”, it simply proves that there is a fraction or 

party that dominates others. 

4.1.1.2. Equality  

Freedom needs equality to make a harmony. Equality in the concept of 

anarchism does not mean that everything should be divided in equal number. 

Equality means equality of opportunity where a person should get equal 

opportunities in the society. Equality also involves elements of freedom as a 

complementary part. It was also depicted in this statement. 

The author of this diary feels really engaged with the character of a movie Erin 

Gruwell took to them. The story tells about a man that most people didn’t expect 

him to do well. But he proved that everyone was wrong. The author stated “I 

guess it just goes to show that if your passion is deep enough, you can do 

anything”. (Gruwell, 1999, p. 31) 

The statement above describes about how the main characters lived in an 

environment which does not allow him to succeed. He did not get a room on par 

with others. He fought the inequality; therefore he managed to achieve success. 

He tried to fight his desire to get success, even if it means he has to fight 

inequality system that runs on his society. 

There are some indicators of equality that can be recognized from Erin 

Gruwell’s the Freedom Writers Diary, they are: 

4.1.1.2.1. The existence of equal opportunity 

Based on Anarchist view of equality, every human should have the same 

opportunity to express and develop their intention. Certain people or group of 

people can not be given a chance while others are not. These following statements 

could prove that there is equal opportunity in the Freedom Writers Diary. 

The author of this diary criticized how the system that was built in the Woodrow 

Wilson High School is full of discrimination. The system separates the students 

based on their GPA score. (Gruwell, 1999, p.33) 
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They classify students with low GPA in the class of "basic" or something 

similar. This led to the social gap. Therefore, the desire to fight for equality for 

everyone then arises as the response of this situation. 

4.1.1.2.2. The existence of equal condition 

Based on Anarchist view of equality, every human should have the same 

condition or the starting point when they want to go further. These following 

statements could prove that there is equal condition in the Freedom Writers Diary. 

The author of the story expressed his hatred of the justice system in the USA 

where the poor will always win in court because they can not afford a lawyer 

to help them. He stated “once again, they proved that justice doesn’t mean 

the bad guys go to jail, it just means someone pays for the crime.” (Gruwell, 

1999, p.48). 

The statement above tells about inequality before the lawThe author feels that 

the poor will not be able to fight for them in court due to the defection of legal 

system. He said in the last sentence “Once again, they proved that justice does not 

mean the bad guys go to jail, it just means someone pays for the crime.” 

4.1.1.2.3. The absence of social diversity 

Based on Anarchist view of equality, people in the society should not be 

divided into several classes or groups. These following statements could prove 

that social diversity exists in the Freedom Writers Diary, thus it triggers a 

movement which aims to bring down the diversity. 

The author stated that no matter what race, social background, sexual 

orientation and other views that people have, but still they are human. 

(Gruwell, 1999, p.38) 

The statement above makes the importance of equality clear. The author tries 

to show his opinion of the diversity found in human beings, he said that it does 

not make them different because they are intrinsically remains a human. He also 

criticized the attitude of some people who are not able to understand the essence 

of diversity. 

4.1.1.3.  Solidarity  

The last part of the three basic values of anarchism is solidarity. When people 

live in freedom and have equal opportunity, then solidarity will appear 

automatically. Human in relation to society, requires collaboration so as to create 

an ideal and strong community life because this collaboration will realize the goal 

of mutual benefit or common interest. Therefore, solidarity will encourage to the 

maintaining of individual freedom and equality. The evidence was more explored 

to make the assumption clear. 
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The author expressed his grateful and proud since he knew that he and his friends 

were doing a great thing. Even the thing that they can do could inspire other to do 

the same thing.. (Gruwell, 1999, p.66) 

In the above statement, the author explains that he felt so optimistic and 

confident that he and his friends had done the right action. They were standing on 

the right path so that makes them proud. After passing through several events 

together, solidarity began to take shape so as to unite them in a single unit.  

There are some indicators of solidarity that can be recognized from Erin 

Gruwell’s the Freedom Writers Diary, they are: 

4.1.1.3.1. The existence of similar background among people in the society 

Based on Anarchist view of solidarity, when a group of people have the 

similar experience or feel a common fate, their relationship will be stronger. In 

that way, solidarity among members of the society will arise. These following 

statements can be used to prove about the existence of similar background of the 

society members of the Freedom Writers Diary. 

The author of this diary felt that she could relate with the story of a novel 

entitle “Purple”, because it was not just a color, but it depicted a domestic 

violence that the author experienced in her home. (Gruwell, 1999, p.101). 

When the writer read the novel "Purple", at first she did not understand the 

meaning of "Purple". but when she realized that her mother often become the 

object of violence conducted by her father, she began to realize that the "purple" is 

not just a color, but rather to form a perfect description for all victims of violence. 

The author feels that what she read was very close to her real life. Therefore he 

can relate with the stories. From that point, the author feels solidarity towards any 

form of domestic violence that may occur in other families. 

4.1.1.3.2. The existence of mutual aid or cooperation 

Based on Anarchist view of solidarity, a solid relationship among people in a 

society could be indicated by the existence of mutual aid or cooperation. After 

people unite together based on their background similarities, they will be bound 

each other. In that condition, they will share, assist, and showing sympathy to 

others.  

The author of this diary told the story about a charity match between the room 

203 teams versus Bosnian team which was intended to raise funds for war victims. 

He expressed his feeling “No one really cared who won or lost; we were just 

having fun to help people in need.” (Gruwell, 1999, p.76) 

One of the most obvious forms of solidarity can be seen in the statement 

above. The Freedom Writers (a call for students of Erin Gruwell's class) raised 

fund to be donated for the victims of civil war in Bosnia. They held a basketball 

tournament with the title "Basketball for Bosnia". The event is a moment in which 
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they begin to realize the anarchist ideas through concrete actions. One of them is 

to hold a donation in solidarity to victims of war. 

4.1.1.3.3. The existence of mutual interest or mutual goal 

Based on Anarchist view of solidarity, a solid relationship among people in 

which every member of the society help each other is done in order to realize the 

same dream. The same purpose will trigger them to do some action. Therefore the 

existence of mutual interest or mutual goal will indicate the existence of 

solidarity,.  

Color is the last thing that comes to mind when we hang out together. We 

have more important things to be concerned about. (Gruwell, 1999, p.70) 

This statement shows that the author already feels a change inside him. He 

saw the students in the Erin Gruwell's English class no longer care what color they 

are. They had one common goal that must be resolved, it is considered as the most 

important thing in their life. They would like to join hands to stop the intolerance 

and inequality in society. 

The author of this diary stated that the students of room 203 turned to be more 

than a class, but I was a family. “All they cared about was coming together for 

the same cause. Being accepted for who you are without having anyone snicker at 

you was great”.(Gruwell, 1999, p.76) 

The author tells about her anxiety if she will not be allowed to join Erin 

Gruwell's class again in the next academic year. She felt that the classroom was 

comfortable because every student in the class had good attitude, solidarity and 

high tolerance. They feel like a team working together to achieve mutual goals. 

For the author, the solidarity that was formed had made them like family, not just 

classmates. 

4.1.2 The Depiction of Anarchism in the Freedom Writers Diary 

In the Freedom Writers Diary, Anarchism movement is presented clearly 

through the Plot, Character and Characterization, and .style. To get a clearer 

answer, the data should be explored deeper through the extrinsic element of the 

diary. 

4.1.2.1. Plot 

Plot is one important thing in literary work. In the literary work, Plot helps 

the readers to know the events of the story and to connect the characters in the 

story. The movement which was encouraged by Erin Gruwell and her students are 

very close to be called as Anarchism movement. Anarchism focuses on three 

principles of value, liberty, equality and solidarity. Erin tried to introduce these 

three principles to students directly and indirectly. First she taught about how 

freedom becomes important right that must exist in every person. She encouraged 

her students to understand that they were imprisoned by the circumstances. The 
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circumstances in which racial tension, injustice, inequality and violence dominate 

the society. After that, she taught her students that they are all the same from one 

another. She said that everyone is equal, there is no difference. So everyone 

should get equal opportunity no matter how they are. After students know about 

it, the solidarity would be automatically formed by itself. Erin then encouraged 

her students to spread the dream of a better world to the public. She said in the 

epilogue "Although I'm not an expert on the subject, I've always felt that all kids 

yearn to rebel. Understanding this rebellious nature, I encouraged the Freedom 

Writers to use a pen as a means of revolution. Through reviews their writing, they 

discovered they shared a common identity, the which united them into a 

community that connected them, not separated them from the world.". 

4.1.2.2. Character and Characterization 

The Freedom Writers Diary is a collection of diary written by 150 writers so 

that there so many characters that appears in the diary. However, the research is 

trying to focus on a particular character that shows their role in the movement of 

anarchism as depicted in the Freedom Writers Diary. Therefore the characters 

who were being discussed is confined to a few people only. This is because most 

of the authors in the Freedom Writers are not identified, they are only 

recognizable by the title of every story they write. Nevertheless there are some 

characters whose identity stated clearly. 

Erin Gruwell 

Erin Gruwell is a revolutionary teacher figure. She is not just fixated on 

theory alone, but more forward side of the affective when learning takes place so 

that she can get the hearts of her students. 

"Within the next week, she has managed to fit me into her class. She plays reading 

and vocabulary games to help us learn, and she listens to our questions. She 

actually cares. She talks to us on a level I can understand. It's wonderful to feel 

like a real person and not just someone for my teachers to belittle. " (Gruwell, 

1999, p.49) 

In statement above, Erin Gruwell is described as someone who uses feelings 

when interacting with others. She shows compassion and care so that people feel 

attached to her. Moreover, she tried to do some interesting activities in the 

learning process so that students feel more attention to the material provided. Erin 

Gruwell is also a central figure behind the struggle movement performed by the 

Freedom Writers. She is a key driver for the creation of awareness in order to 

carry out anarchism against authoritarian.  

"Although I'm not an expert on the subject, I've always felt that all kids yearn 

to rebel. Understanding this rebellious nature, I encouraged the Freedom 

Writers to use a pen as a means of revolution. Through reviews their writing, 

they discovered they shared a common identity, the which united them into a 
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community that connected them, not separated them from the world.". 

(Gruwell, 1999, p.190). 

In the statement above, Erin Gruwell states that it was she who encouraged 

her students to start voicing their struggle to the society. Erin Gruwell is also a 

figure who encourages the awareness of the students about some important values, 

they are liberty, equality, and solidarity. That awareness encouraged them to fight 

against all forms of discrimination, intolerance and violence. She drives the 

students to use the pen as a weapon. The weapons that will be used to raise their 

voice. 

4.1.2.3. Style 

In a literary work, style plays an important role because it is the hallmark for 

an author to express their ideas. To discover whether the anarchism ideas in more 

detail, the next process is done by analyzing the common style. 

4.1.2.3.1. Diction 

The Freedom Writers Diary contains many informal words, some words that 

can be found among other are: 

Constantly being of toll I would never be anything, I is not shit, I'll never be shit. I 

KNEW there would be trouble as soon as my mom left for the emergency room. 

(Gruwell, 1999: 133) 

Like Anne and Zlata, I have an enemy who is gung-ho for dictatorship. (Gruwell, 

1999: 55) 

I thought I was a smart-ass for asking her this question. (Gruwell, 1999: 57) 

Mommy's little girl "no matter how badly I am doing in school or what type of 

drugs I've tried. (Gruwell, 1999: 52) 

I heard people shouting, "Hey, Fatso!" "You big buffalo!" (Gruwell, 1999: 36) 

From the above information, it can concluded that the informal words that 

were used very often in almost chapters in the Freedom Writers Diary. Some 

writers often use harsh words like "fuck, shit, hell, etc”. In other cases, some 

authors use a slang word like "Fatso" to replace fat. This is because these words 

are their habit. They use them in everyday life so it is relevant to what they are 

doing. Within the scope of Anarchism movement, the use of this kind of diction 

shows an association with a background in which the author originated. Based the 

use of harsh words, it can be concluded that the book indeed contains deep 

emotional feeling of the author. They present it without hesitation as a means to 

express their ideas. 

4.1.2.3.2. Figurative Language 

• Simile: A simile is a comparison of two things, indicated by some connective, 

usually "like", "as", "than", or a verb such as "resembles" to show how they are 
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similar. In the Freedom Writers Diary, there are some sentences that are 

written using simile. 

I can’t deny the fact that this class does seem like a bad rerun of Cops, though, 

and she has the records to prove it. (Gruwell, 1999: 19) 

In the statement above, the author use simile “ the class seems like a bad 

rerun of Cops” to state that the class was really terrible. Cops is a mini-series 

which was broadcasted around 80s. It tells a story about the life in police 

academy. 

My P.O. hasn’t realized yet that schools are just like the city and the city is just 

like prison. (Gruwell, 1999: 21) 

In the statement above, the author uses simile “ Schools are just like the 

city, and the city is just like prison” to state that he feels school is more like a 

prison that an educational institution. Because rather than educating people, it 

applies punishment. 

• Personification: Personification is the attribution of a personal nature or 

character to inanimate objects or abstract notions, especially as a rhetorical 

figure.. 

A football helmet had nailed me and I blacked out..” (Gruwell, 1999: 22) 

The author uses personification in the phrase “a football helmet had nailed 

me” to state the helmet hits his head hardly. 

• Metaphor: A metaphor is a figure of speech in which two "essentially unlike 

things" are shown to have a type of resemblance or create a new image. The 

similarities between the objects being compared may be implied rather than 

directly stated. 

They always said that I’m such a “goodie two shoes.” (Gruwell, 1999: 56) 

The author uses metaphor “goodie two shoes” to state about a person who 

always try to keep herself clean and looking good as a human. She does not 

want to be seen as a slut by maintaining her virginity and sometimes she is 

very religious. 

4.1.3. The Effect of the Freedom Writers Diary to the Larger Society 

4.1.3.1. The Application of Freedom Writers Methodology in the School 

Curriculum 

The release of the Freedom Writers Diary in fact had provided 

information to the public about the existence of the Freedom Writers 

community. They get a lot of enlightenment from what was done by the 

Freedom Writers, especially in the field of education. The Freedom Writers 

Diary is not only stored as a reading source, but it spreads to communities 

across America as an awareness igniter for the teachers. According to 
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Kintera.org 

(https://www.kintera.org/site/c.kqIXL2PFJtH/b.2286841/k.AD7B/Success_St

ories.htm?kntaw21837=1BFAF2C978EE4D26BFBFE41FAB16730E), The 

Freedom Writers Diary has inspired a lot of people involved in education to 

apply a similar method. It later poses quite a massive domino effect, 

especially on teacher education program in United States. Teacher training 

workshops were held to train teachers about the methods which was applied 

by Erin Gruwell as seen in the Freedom Writers Diary. The Freedom Writers 

method is a way to invite the students enjoying the lesson without having to 

make them feel alienated because of what they have learned is too far from 

what they find in reality. 

According to Kintera.org, the Freedom Writers methodology becomes a 

trend for teachers. The methodology applied in schools across the country. 

Start from teachers in California, especially Long Beach where the Freedom 

Writers came up to several far distance cities like Toronto (Canada), New 

York, Dallas, to Boston. The Freedom Writers Diary and its methodology 

becomes an important part in teaching. It is involved in the curriculum that is 

applied in United States. Some schools are already applying the methodology, 

they are: Booker T. Washington High School (Atlanta, Georgia), De La Salle 

Education Center (Kansas City, Missouri), Dunbar Middle School (Forth 

Worth, Texas), Grover Washington, Jr. , Middle School (Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania), Chico High School (Chico, California), Worsley School; 

Fresno Juvenile Hall (Fresno, California), Charles R. Drew Charter School 

(Atlanta, Georgia), Charles R. Drew Charter School (Atlanta, Georgia), 

Young Ambassadors Academy (Ontario, OR), Fredrick Douglas Academy VI 

(Queens, NY ). The schools are implementing various programs which adopt 

the Freedom Writers Methodology. Some programs include community 

services, personal mentoring, journal writing, counseling, etc. These are the 

core elements of the curriculum. 

There is an interesting fact about the city in which the schools that apply 

the Freedom Writers Diary are situated. The census data of US Government 

which was done in 2000 has noted that there is a quite large number of non-

White (Caucasian) population in Atlanta, Kansas City, Forth Worth, 

Philadelphia, Chico, Fresno, Ontario and New York.  

Table 4.1.3.1: Population Statistics of Several Cities which Apply the 

Freedom Writers Methodology 
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Source: https://www.census.gov/census200 

Based on the population data which was retrieved from Census.Gov, 

almost all cities above have less than 50 percent White population compared 

with other races. It can be concluded that the cities will be very complex 

because it consists of different culture, different social background and other 

diversity. These issues may lead into several social problems in the 

communities. The notable problems that arise are racial tension, violence, 

inequality and other social issues. The similar problem that Erin Gruwell have 

in which her students mostly came from the similar situation. That will be the 

answer why there are some schools that decided to apply the same 

methodology like what Erin Gruwell applied. These schools feel that the 

Freedom Writers methodology would be very appropriate to be applied for 

their students. 

4.1.3.2. The Rise of Tolerance in the Class across the United States 

According to Kintera.org 

(https://www.kintera.org/site/c.kqIXL2PFJtH/b.2286841/k.AD7B/Success_St

ories.htm?kntaw21837=1BFAF2C978EE4D26BFBFE41FAB16730E), The 

Freedom Writers Diary has been brought into the classroom by teachers 

across the United States. They give the book in order to transmit some moral 

message that is expected to ignite awareness of the students about the 

importance of tolerance, solidarity, equality and freedom. The Freedom 

Writers Diary in fact makes the youth interested because the story that is 

delivered is very relevant. They feel a sense of tolerance, solidarity, equality 

and freedom. in their lives, although not yet fully able to implement it in total. 

The teachers who were influenced by the story of the Freedom Writers then 

pass on their passion to the students in the class. The results are quite 

impressive as the students gradually realize the significance of tolerance. 

With the advent of tolerance between people, they can become stronger. They 

are able to respect each other, respect differences and bring a strong 

awareness to all people so that they are not able to perform actions that hurt 

somebody else. 
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The assumption above can be valid because it is supported by statistic 

data. The increasing rates of tolerance can be seen from the declining rates in 

the level of hate crimes in a region. Crimes which were committed based on 

hatred over diversity including differences of race, religion, sexual 

orientation, ethnicity/national origin, or disability and several other causes 

could mark a high or low level of tolerance in a region. Therefore the analysis 

is done by exploring the statistic data of hate crimes to provide evidence of 

the rise of tolerance in USA after the release of the Freedom Writers Diary. 

Table 4.1.3.2: Number of Hate Crimes in Certain States in 1990-2012 

 

Source: Bureau of Justice Statistic 

(http://www.bjs.gov/index.cfm?ty=tp&tid=37) 

Based on the statistics above, the number of hate crime that occurred in 

some states where there were teachers who brought the Freedom Writers 

Diary into the classroom was experiencing a declining trend when viewed 

from the time span from 1995 to 2012. 1995 is the time when Erin Gruwell 

firstly met with the students of room 203 of Woodrow Wilson High School. 

This research led into the conclusion that the Freedom Writers Diary has 

helped young people in schools to understand about diversity and the 

meaning of differences among human. Therefore they began to realize that 

whether human are created in different races, social classes, but they are all 

the same human which under their skin is only flesh and blood. In that way, 

the tolerance arises. 

 4.1.3.3. The Rise of Awareness towards “At-Risk” Student 

One of the major effects that appear after the release of the Freedom 

Writers Diary is the awareness of the existence of "at-risk" young people who 

need guidance, support and assistance in the form of material and spiritual. 
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According to UsEmbassy.Gov 

(http://iipdigital.usembassy.gov/st/english/texttrans/2009/11/2009110312403

2bpuh0.8765833.html), people began to realize to take real action to save the 

young generation around them in order to escape from the slump at the same 

time get a better future. Some people set up a foundation or charity group that 

provides scholarships to certain "at risk" student to enable them to continue 

their study. The foundation groups that are well-known for their concern on 

saving the youth are: 

• The Idaho Minority/At Risk Scholarship: This is an example of a state-

based “at risk” scholarship. The Idaho state legislature developed this 

program to help talented college aged students who are “at risk” of 

failing to complete a college education due to their cultural, financial or 

physical circumstances. To be eligible, students must be residents of 

Idaho who are planning to attend a state college or university. Applicants 

must meet three of the following criteria; be a first generation college 

student, be disabled, be a migrant farm worker, be a member of an ethnic 

minority that has been historically underrepresented in higher education, 

or come from a low income household. The maximum annual award is 

$3000. (www.isu.edu) 

• The Dell Scholars Program: Funded by a generous donation from the 

Michael and Susan Dell Foundation, the Dell Scholars Program awards 

scholarships to low income and “at risk” students who have demonstrated 

a determination to succeed in their educational goals. The purpose of the 

program is to give low income students a better chance at succeeding in 

college by alleviating many of their financial burdens. The maximum 

award is $20,000 to be disbursed over the course of six years of college 

enrollment. (www.dellscholars.org). 

• The Winners for Life Foundation: Winners for Life is a charitable 

foundation that partners with other organizations to provide educational 

opportunities for “at risk” and “underprivileged” students. These 

scholarships target students who may not have the family support or 

financial resources to pursue their post-secondary education. The goal of 

the program is to motivate and support “at risk” teens, not necessarily to 

reward “A” students. The foundation sponsors more than 100 

scholarships a year. Scholarships are administered by participating 

schools, and interested students should contact their school counselors 

and college advisers for application information. 

(www.wflfoundation.org/). 
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5. CONCLUSION  

5.1 Conclusion 

This thesis deals with Anarchism ideas in the Freedom Writers Diary (1999). 

After analyzing the data, some conclusions were drawn. They are as follow: 

First, the characteristics of Anarchism appeared in the Freedom Writers 

Diary. Anarchism has three important characteristics. These characteristics are 

Liberty or Freedom, Equality and Solidarity. Liberty in the Freedom Writers 

Diary is defined as being free from the stress of fear, free from community which 

was filled with hatred and tensions caused by racism, and free from the restriction 

that make a person can not do something desired. Equality in the Freedom Writers 

Diary was described as a hope that every human has no difference therefore 

human should stand on the same position. Solidarity in the Freedom Writers Diary 

refers to important values that engage people into a unity in which people care 

each other. 

Second, the indicators of the Anarchism characteristics appeared in the 

Freedom Writers Diary. The indicators of Liberty are the absence of restriction 

and domination in the society. Equality is indicated by the existence of equal 

opportunity and condition, and the absence of diversity. The indicators of 

Solidarity are the existence of the same cause, mutual aids and mutual interest. 

Third, the depiction of Anarchism in the Freedom Writers Diary was 

discovered through the plot, character and characterization and style. In the plot, 

Anarchism is depicted in the form of movement which aimed to change the 

society which was full of racial tension, hate crime, inequality and violence 

through writing journal which was expected to bring the message to the society. 

The main character which has important role in the Anarchism movement is Erin 

Gruwell. She is the person who encouraged and led the students of room 203 to 

have awareness about liberty, equality and solidarity. The writing style of the 

Freedom Writers Diary clearly depicted Anarchism movement in the form of 

diction, figurative language and the sentence structure. 

Fourth, there are some effects of the Freedom Writers Diary publication to 

the larger society. The effect that was found is the implementation of the Freedom 

Writers Methodology into educational curriculum in the USA. It can also lead the 

rise of tolerance among youth, especially in schools in the USA. Another effect is 

the increasing public awareness of at-risk student. 

5.2. Pedagogical Implications  

This research deals with Anarchism movement which appeared in education. 

Anarchism teaches about three important values in human life, namely Liberty, 

Equality and Solidarity. These values can be applied in the education system. In 

education, the application of these values is very important because it can put an 

individual at the ideal position. Freedom provides the opportunity for everyone to 
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develop themselves. Equality makes humans stand in a similar position so that no 

one is ruling over others. Solidarity makes people more concerned with others, 

strengthen unity among the people and make them stronger. By teaching these 

values, students will be able to more understand the meaning of life that will help 

them when they will have become part of the community in the future. 

Based on the research above, the movement of Anarchism was able to spread 

important messages about humanity. In the Freedom Writers Diary, the main 

message to be conveyed is tolerance and peace. The movement was also able to 

mobilize their communities to become more attentive to the problems that exist in 

the neighborhood. In the education world, Anarchism movement is capable of 

pushing a reformation in some sectors so as to provide substantial benefits to the 

wider community. 

5.3. Suggestion  

This research is expected to be a useful research for the wider community. 

The research thus gives several suggestions that will be useful for other 

researchers, academician, and communities across the nation. 

5.3.1. Other researchers 

It is expected that other researchers is willing to explore deeper on the 

methodology which was applied by Erin Gruwell when she taught as seen in the 

Freedom Writers Diary. This research actually has explored a bit about the 

methodology applied, but not too deep so there are still parts that need to be 

investigated further. 

5.3.2. Communities 

It is expected that people could use this research as a source of reference. It is 

important that they are able to understand a child's condition, students or young 

people around them. In addition, people expected to more understand the meaning 

of diversity so that they become more tolerant. 
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