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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Every group of society has their own parenting style. Parenting styles are 

the ways of raising children that can affects their academic achievement, self-

confidence, aggression, psychological strength, and capacity to cope with real-

life challenges. We all know that there are differences between the eastern 

parenting style and western parenting style.  Eastern style is more authoritarian, 

strict and demanding as opposed to the western style that is more lenient and 

permissive. There also are the advantage and disadvantage both western and 

eastern parenting style. Being a good parent is more difficult than we imagine, 

they must apply the best parenting style to achieve success and happiness for the 

child. The purpose of parenting is to benefit the children and aid their 

development. It brings them to consider for taking a parenting class / education, 

so that they can be a good parent for their children. 

Nowadays in Indonesia, parenting style has become the most issue that 

talked about. Their failing in educating their children, make their children are 

involved in fighting, drug abuse, gadget addiction and poor learning outcomes. 

This is why the reason there are seminars, training and workshops that commonly 

discuss and share on knowledge and skills of parenting. But there isn’t many 

parents join to this discussion. They might think that it’s just waste their time, 

moreover most parents seem choose to be bringing up their children the same 

way their parents did. The way parents raise their children is related to many 

other matters such as social, economic and parents' educational background.  

Parenting style is interesting issue that is most talked about among our 

society. One of the authors who is interested in parenting style and bring it up in 

her novel The Casual Vacancy is J.K Rowling. The novel was published in 2012. 

Joanne "Jo" Rowling,  ( born 31 July 1965), pen names J. K. Rowling and Robert 

Galbraith, is a British novelist, screenwriter and film producer best known as the 

author of the fantasy series named Harry Potter. The books have gained 
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worldwide attention, won multiple awards, and sold more than 400 million 

copies. They have become the best-selling novel series in history and been the 

basis for a series of films which is the second highest-grossing film series in 

history. The Casual Vacancy is her second novel and first adult novel she created 

under the same pen name. 

Pagford was a fictional city in the UK. It becomes the background of The 

Casual Vacancy novel. J.K. Rowling began her story with the death of one of 

Parish councillors named Barry Fairbrother. Barry was dead when celebrating his 

19
th

 wedding anniversary with Mary caused by Aneurysm. Barry's death opened 

a vacancy on the Parish Council of Pagford. Howard Mollison, Chairman of the 

Parish Council set his own candidate. Miles Mollison, his son. Just like his father, 

Miles Mollison who worked as a lawyer, wanted position Barry left. He was also 

disliked field. But Samantha, his wife hated Pagword so much and wanted to 

travel around the world just like Milles had promised before they married. 

Besides him, there were two other men who wanted to replace Barry. The 

first man is Simon Price, a printing worker who often made domestic violence. 

He ignored Ruth, his wife, and made her children, Andrew and Paul, as the target 

of harassment. No wonder that Andrew, the eldest, so hated Simon who wanted 

to replace Barry because he thought the position will open up opportunities to 

corrupt. The second man was Colin Wall, vice principal and a high school friend 

of Barry. He believed that replacing Barry as a member of the Pagford Parish was 

what Barry wanted. With this position, he will continue Barry struggle keeping 

field as a part of Pagford and the Bellchapel Clinic can still operate. Colin 

married Tessa, a guidance counsellor at the school where he worked. Because 

they didn’t have a child, they adopted Stuart. Colin candidacy as a replacement of 

Barry was supported by Parminder Jawanda, an Indian descent and friend of 

Barry in the Pagford Parish. 

Both children of the candidates, Andrew Price and Stuart Wall are good 

friends. They often spend time together while smoking, sucking sap marijuana or 

sensimilla. Unlike Andrew, Stuart also enjoyed bullying Sukhvinder, the 

daughter of Vikram and Parminder Jawanda. Because of Stuart and her parents 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_best-selling_books
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Harry_Potter_%28film_series%29
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_highest-grossing_film_series#Highest-grossing_franchises_and_film_series
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_highest-grossing_film_series#Highest-grossing_franchises_and_film_series
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treatment, Sukhvinder became a self-harmer, torturing herself by scratching her 

arm. Sukhvinder had bestfriend, Gaia Bawden. Gaia made Sukhvinder tried to 

get up and spend time in a positive way, working as a waitress in deli Mollison 

and Lowe owned by Howard Mollison and Maureen Lowe.  

Gaia Bawden who had lost her virginity at an early age was the daughter 

of Kay Bawden, a social worker who left London and settled in Pagford to follow 

her boyfriend, Gavin Hughes. Gavin worked as a lawyer in the same office with 

Miles Mollison. Kay Bawden realized that Gavin actually did not love her and 

want to get away from him. It was because Gavin was in love with Barry's 

widow, Mary Fairbrother. 

Kay was social worker for Terri Weedon, a drug addict who lived in 

Fields. Terri had lost two children who were taken by the government. Now, 

Terri lives with two of her other children. Krystal who was sixteen years old and 

Robbie was still toddler. The government would take Robbie and expelled her 

from the rehabilitation program at Bellchapel clinic if she didn’t stop using the 

drug. Krystal did not want it to happen and she tried to be pregnant with Stuart 

child so she can move to Pagford. 

In the mid of election, a mysterious posts appear in the name of the Ghost 

of Barry Fairbrother on the parish website. First, it attacked Simon Price, second 

Parminder Jawanda and then Colin Wall and the last was Howard Mollison. They 

were actually being attacked by their own teenage children. In the end Miles 

Mollison won the vacant seat, each family lived in their own crisis. Krystal 

Weedon ran away with her younger brother Robbie. While she was having 

intercourse in the hopes of getting pregnant with Stuart Walls, her younger 

brother fell into the river and drowned when the adults in town were out walking 

and contemplating their own melodramas, they saw Robbie, a toddler, wandering 

alone and dirty, but do nothing.  

The only person brave and sincere enough to help was Sukhvinder 

Jawanda who jumped in the river to save Robbie while risking her life. Krystal 

Weedon now realized that there was no way out of this life. Without her brother 

present and feeling the guilt of his death, she chose to commit suicide. Howard 
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Mollison had a heart attack the same afternoon that Robbie Weedon drowned. 

The novel ends with the funeral of Robbie and Krystal Weedon. 

The Casual Vacancy novel by J.K. Rowling is an interesting novel. The 

Researcher has four reasons why choosing this novel to be analysed. First, it is 

simply because the author of this novel is my favourite author J.K. Rowling and 

The Casual Vacancy is her first adult novel after Harry Potter. So, she was so 

curious, unfortunately it is way too different compared to Harry Potter but she 

makes me drown to this story end enjoy it till the last page 

 Second, this novel discusses what messages that are Rowling trying to 

portray to the reader, such as family and friendship values. It is important for us 

to be always grateful with we have already belong and never complain about it, 

because maybe that is the best thing God destined for us. As parents, they should 

become a good figure for their children because it can influence on children 

development personality and how they behave in society. 

Third, she uses an easy language. She doesn’t use an excessively long and 

trivial language to convey her point so it doesn’t confuse the reader. And also it 

makes the readers does not bored to enjoy this novel even she wrote this novel so 

much detail that makes this novel over 500 pages.  

Fourth, and the last, it is about reality in our society. There is nobody who 

is as pure as God. There will be always good side and bad side. For the first time 

I can’t find the character as a lead male or female or character who I like or 

dislike the most.  It is very addictive story that I want read it quickly for knowing 

the reaction after the mysteries is reveal that their children have a grudge behind 

their parents and how is the fate of Field and Bellchapel Clinic. Based on the 

explanation above, the researcher is encouraged to entitle the research as follows, 

“INFLUENCE OF PARENTING STYLE ON THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

ADOLESCENT PERSONALITY REFLECTED IN J.K ROWLING’S THE 

CASUAL VACANCY (2012): A BEHAVIOURIST APPROACH”. 
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B. Problem Statement 

The problem statement of the study is “How does Parenting Style 

Influence on Adolescent’s Personality Development reflected in J.K. 

Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy Novel (2012) using a behaviourism 

approach?”. 

Based on the major question, the research questions can be broken down as 

follows: 

1. What types of parenting style are depicted in the reflected The Casual 

Vacancy novel? 

2. How does the parenting style influence the adolescent personality 

development based on Behaviourist Approach? 

3. Why is it necessary for J.K. Rowling to raise parent- children 

relationship in the novel? 

 

C. Objective of the Study 

Conducting the research, the writer formulates the objectives of the study as 

follows: 

1. To describe the types of parenting style depicted in the reflected The 

Casual Vacancy novel. 

2. To analyse the influence of parenting style on the adolescent 

personality reflected The Casual Vacancy novel based on 

Behaviourist Approach. 

3. To reveal why it is necessary for J.K. Rowling to raise parent-children 

relationship in the novel.   

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The problem statement of the study is “How does Parenting Style 

Influence on Adolescent’s Personality Development reflected in J.K. 

Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy Novel (2012) using a behaviourism 

approach?”. 
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E. Benefit of the Study 

The Reseacher expects a lot that the research which investigates the 

issue “How are the Influence of Parenting on the Development of Adolescent 

Personality Reflected in J.K Rowling’s The Casual Vacancy (2012). The 

benefit of the study will be differentiated into two benefits: 

1. Theoretical Benefits 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give information and 

contribution of knowledge to the academic reference. It can also as a 

reference for other researchers who want to conduct further research 

and particularly literary studies on this The Casual Vacancy novel. 

2. Practical Benefits 

The study is expected to enrich knowledge and experience for the 

writer in many things and for other students of Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta or for others universities where have the 

same interest in Literary study on the literature from a Behaviourist 

Approach. 

 

F. Paper Organization 

The research paper organization the Influence of Parenting on the 

Development of Adolescent Personality Reflected in J.K Rowling’s The 

Casual Vacancy (2012) consists of five chapters. They are presented as 

follows: Chapter I is introduction of the research that includes the 

background of the study, literature review, problem statement, limitation of 

the study, objective of the study, theoretical approach, and research method, 

and paper organization. Chapter II presents the underlying theory which 

elaborates the notion of Psychoanalitic theory, Structural elements of the 

novel and Theoretical Application. Chapter III is the structural analysis of 

the novel by describing character and characterization, setting, a point of 

view, plot, theme and style of the novel and a brief discussion. 

 


