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CHAPTER III 

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS 

 

The third chapter consist of analysis of structural elements of the figure 

and supported by discussion. To get it better understanding of the novel, in this 

chapter the researcher will try to give explaination about the structural element 

within the figure. 

A. The Structural Element of the Figure 

In this part, the researcher will try to reveal the structural element of 

House Rules figure by Jodi Picoult. The structural elements are as follows: 

1. Character and Characterization 

Drama‘s personae are a list of characters, which play a role inside 

in the drama. The character is presumably an imaged person who inhabits a story 

Kennedy (1983:45) Kennedy also devides the character into two namely, major 

character and minor charactes. In the following, the researcher will try to explain 

the major characters in House Rules figure.  

a. Major character 

1) Jacob Hunt 

Jacob is a male, son who have asperger syndrom with diagnoses of 

autism spectrum and difficult to have social contact with others who he does not 

know. He is eighteen years old, live with her mother Emma and brother Theo. He 

really interest about crime scene. He lives by a structured schedule and feels 

comfortable only when all of his daily activities are planned. He arranges his 

clothes according to the patern and his food by color. Then he has a rules at home 

from his mother. Jacob really hate orange color and the sound of wrapping paper. 

He also hate touching with other except his mother or people who close to him 

and usually won‘t make eye contact. He has a private tutor (Jess), he likes Jess but 

she has boyfriend(Mark) and he hates Mark. He was worried when his mom or 

Jess can not be contacted.  

―I live with my mother and my brother, Theo.‖ ( HR: 23) 
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 ―Rules mean that the day is going to go exactly the way I am 

predicting it to be.‖ ( HR: 28 ) 

―Missing CrimeBusters, which is on the USA Network at 

4:30 everyday, thanks to the wonders of syndication. Event 

though I know all 114 of the episodes by heart, watching 

them daily is as important to me as taking insulin would be 

a diabetic. My whole day is planned around it, and if I can‘t 

have my fix, I get shaky.‖ ( HR: 26) 

 ―We have rules in house: 1. Clean up your own messes, 2. 

Tell the truth, 3. Brush your teeth twice a day, 4. Don‘t be 

late for school, 5. Take care your brother; he‘s the only one 

you got. (HR: 28) 

 ―The color orange. It means danger, and there‘s no rhyme for 

it in English, which makes it suspicius.....‖ (HR: 27) 

―...;he won‘t make eye contact...‖(HR: 46) 

―Here are all the reason I hate Matk, the boyfriend Jess has had 

since last September...‖ (HR: 76) 

―Lately I have been thinking that maybe she should be my 

girlfriend.‖ (HR: 79) 

―It is hard for me to explain why it is so difficult to look into 

people‘s eyes.‖ (HR: 80) 

―..he‘ll put them away on his own, with the collars all lined up 

precisely and the boxer shorts arranged bo patern (stripes, solids, 

polka dots).‖ (HR: 98) 

―Five days of the week, in addition to having a limited diet, Jacob 

eats by color.‖ (HR: 54) 

b. Minor Characters 

1) Emma Hunt 

She is Jacob‘s mother who really care and loves him. She is a 

single parent and she is a writter. She worry with  penchant of Jacob to anylize 

crime scene and his social interaction. So she called Jess, a private tutor for Jacob. 
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Beside that she spent many time with Jacob, to teach Jacob about everything and 

give him a rule in the house.  She does not want he hurt. Sometimes she give 

advice to him what is allowed or not to use. She was also willing to sacrifice and 

tough. 

―I spent the entire day on the carpet with him, forcing him to 

interact, and at night I stayed up reading the lates books about 

autism research...‖ ( HR: 52) 

―What kind of mother doesn‘t want her son to be aware of current 

events?‖ ( HR: 53) 

―Consider it a new house rule rule. You are not to sneak out of here 

unless you tell me first.‖ ( HR: 57) 

―....I‘d be a real writer....‖( HR: 91) 

―What‘s the matter, baby?, I say, getting down on my hands and 

knees and crawling into the closet, too. I wrap my arms tight 

around him and start singing.‖ ( HR: 111) 

―I kiss Jacob on the forehead.‖ ( HR: 112) 

―I told you I don‘t want you fuming while you‘re in the room-that 

can‘t be good for you.‖ ( HR: 129) 

―...I‘m a single mom who‘s barely scraping by as is...‖ ( HR 157) 

2) Theo Hunt 

Theo is Jacob‘s young brother. He is fifteen years old. Sometimes 

he really hate Jacob‘s behavior and his ambisious about forensic crime scene. He 

had a job to keep Jacob althought he younger than Jacob but actually they keep 

each other, because those are them rules in their house. Theo also worry when 

Jacob was gone and can not be contacted.  Theo likes skateboard and have unique 

hobby. He oftent visited empty house for sit in the soffa lying in the bedroom and 

eat in the kitchen to feels like home. 

―...Theo, his brand-new, blond brother.‖ ( HR: 4) 

― How about I stop calling him a freak when he stops stealing 

things about of my room? I have instinctively stepped between 
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him and his brother, althought Jacob is a head taller than both of 

us.‖ ( HR: 5)  

―It was my job to watch Jacob, even though he was three years 

older than I am and has had just as many swimming lessons as I 

have.‖ ( HR: 15) 

―He skateboards as if the wheels are attached to the bottom of his 

feet...‖ (HR: 23) 

―I know that no one‘s home because there aren‘t any footprints on 

the driveway after last night‘s snow-something my mother didn‘t 

notice.‖ ( HR: 66) 

―I am an addict, but instead of the rush some people get from 

shooting up or snorting, I need a fix that feels like home.‖ (HR: 

69) 

―But what if he never got there? Theo says, visibly upset. I should 

have just in school and walked him there like usual—―( HR: 110) 

3) Rich Matson 

He is a detective, he has one daugther, she is Sasha. He divorce 

with Hanna. He really don‘t like breaking promise. He loves Sasha but sometimes 

he don‘t have much time to be with her, because he busy to solve the case. He is 

the one who has negative thinking to Jacob because when he has a case, Jacob 

come to the accident place to analyze it and Jacob explain it and help him to solve 

it. 

―I was determined to build an ice rink in the backyard for Sasha, 

my seven year old.‖ ( HR: 38) 

―She lives with my ex Hannah, but she is with me from Friday 

night to Sunday‖ ( HR: 38) 

―I dont like breaking promise‖ (HR: 39) 

―Hey baby, I whisper. Dady‘s got to go to work.‖ (HR: 41) 

―I turn back to find Sasha with her arms outstrectched.‖ (HR: 42) 

―Wow, and you‘re a detective?‖ (HR: 42)  
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―Kiss,hug, high five, I say kneeling down and putting the motions 

to the words.‖ (HR: 43) 

4) Oliver Bond 

He is eighty years old. He is a attorney and become a lawyer. She 

also smart, diligent and optimis. He is friendly so he is a good lawyer. Every case 

is won and now she is Jacob‘s lawyer. 

―I won my case against, the pig.‖ (HR: 70) 

―When you need attorney who won‘t be shaken OR stirred.‖ (HR: 

70) 

―I have a hundred percent success rate in my litigation.‖ (HR: 71) 

―I could outread anyone in a quick draw. I could write a totally 

smoking analytical essay about the hemoerotic overtones of 

Shakespare‘s sonnest.‖ (HR: 73) 

―But here I am at twenty-eight..‖ (HR: 74) 

―Can I help you?‖ (HR: 74) 

―My son is being interrogated at the police station, and you have 

to stop it. I‘m retaining you on his behalf.‖ (HR: 221) 

5) Mark Maguire 

He is Jess‘s boyfriend who hate Jacob and he comes to Rich to give 

report that Jess is gone. 

―He is my boyfriend, Jacob.‖ (HR 77) 

―That‘s someone named Mark‖ (HR 223 ) 

―My girlfriend‘s missing‖ (HR 117) 

6) Jess Ogilvy 

She is Jacob‘s tutor who really care about him. she is the only one who 

can interact and touched to Jacob except his family. 

―I‘ve forgotten about his social skills tutor, twice a week Jacob 

meets Jess.‖ (HR 58) 

―He adores her and she makes him look cashiers in the eye...‖ 

(HR 58) 
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2. Plot  

According to Klarer (1999: 15), ―Plot is the logical interaction of 

the various thematic element of a text which leads to a change of the original 

situation as presented the outset of narrative‖. 

The story of the novel is a flashback story with random plot. Emma 

first introduced herself as a single parent with two son, one of them has 

Asperger‘s syndrom. The complication begins when she was married with Henry 

(ex husband) and preagnent, then divorces. Her child are Jacob, eighteen years old 

who has Asperger‘s syndrom and interest about crime scene and his brother is 

Theo, fifteen years old, who has unique hobby to visited empty home. She really 

worry about Jacob, so she called a tutor for him. Then the climax come when 

Jacob help detective Rich to solve a case, but he suspects Jacob. Then second 

climax come when Jess(Jacob‘s tutor) was dead, because the day before she has 

problem with her boyfriend (Mark) when he comes with her to tutor Jacob, and he 

get jelouse. The day after Jess was gone and can not be contacted, Jacob send 

many email to her and try to call her but nothing responds. So he try to find Jess 

new address, then he find it. But nobodys home and the door is unlocked. In there 

he find Theo‘s footprint, he begins to analyzed and identify because he worrys if 

Theo killed Jess. He remembered the rules from his mother, to keep your brother, 

so he want to analyzed it before detective Rich find it. But detective rich suspect 

to Jacob and want to interrogated him. Emma worried about it, so she called 

lawyer for Jacob, she is Oliver, a good and smart lawyer. Finally people who 

killed Jess is revealed. They are Jess‘s parent, its too abstract why they killed Jess 

because no clear explanation on the novel. 

To make it easy to analyze, the plot needs to be catagorized. The 

followings are categorization according to the traditional plot. 

a. Exposition  

Exposition is also called introduction in which the setting of time 

and place of the action is established, and in which the characters are introduced 

in their relationship with each other.  
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The story of child who have Asperger‘s syndrom : House Rules 

begins by setting of place that is introduced by the Major character itself but the 

detail address showing by Minor character.  

―...but we live in Suburbia...‖ ( HR: 24) 

―Jacob Hunt and his family reside in a part Townsend that‘s a 

little more run-down than the rest of it-the part you have to work 

harder to find behind the picture- post- card town green and 

stately New England antique home. Their house is just beyond the 

condos that are filled with the recently separated and newly 

divorced, past the train track for an Amtrak route that‘s long 

difunct.‖ ( HR: 156) 

 

The lates introductory appears as a flashback story in the novel. Theo 

told what happened when they were little and then Emma told the condition of her 

family, her friend, and when she was worked at Boston.. 

―Once, when Jacob and I were little, we were playing in a pond 

near our house with an inflatable boat.‖ ( HR: 15) 

―I used to have friends. Back before I had children, when I was 

working at a textbook publishing company outside of Boston.‖ ( 

HR: 51) 

―When I met Henry...then we got married and got pregnant‖ ( 

HR: 51) 

 

b. Complication  

The beginning complication is when Jacob help detective Rich to solve 

the case, but Rich suspect to him. 

―No one could figure out what a naked guy was doing on top of 

mountain, but it turned out to be hypothermia.‖ ( HR : 45) 

―The chief narrows his eyes. ‗what‘s your name?‘ Jacob‖ ( HR : 

45) 

―Nice work- but you didn‘t need to pull me away from the Bruins 

in overtime for death by natural causes.‖ ( HR 46) 

―I glance to the spot where Jacob was standing moment before, 

but he disappeared.‖ ( HR : 46) 

The second complication begins when Mark come with Jess come to 

Jacob‘s house and then Mark get jealous and angry to Jess because she really care 

about Jacob than to Mark. 



31 
 

 

―Holy shit, Mark says, grinning. I can feel his eyes on me.‖ ( HR : 

85) 

―Mark snorts. You fucking get paid to be his friend!‖ ( HR : 86) 

c. Climax 

The climax of the novel appears three time. The first when Jess is 

gone and can not be contacted after she has debating with Mark, so Mark come to 

the detective Rich to help him to find her. Then Jacob also try hard to find her. He 

search Jess‘s house and visited to her a new address. 

―It is equally possible, I suppose, that the reason I have a severe 

headache and stiff neck is I have gotten no sleep since Sunday, 

when I last saw Jess.‖ ( HR : 104)  

―She didn‘t send me pictures of her new house in advance, like 

she promised. I can‘t call to remind her to the pictures because I 

still have her cell phone‖ ( HR : 104) 

―My girlfriend‘s missing‖ ( HR 117) 

―My girlfriend‘s gone missing. I pay you salary, and you won‘t 

even do your job and investigate?‖ ( HR 119) 

―I notice it last Tuesday when I took the bus from school to Jess‘s 

new address. My mind is full of maps-from social flowcharts‖( 

HR 184) 

―He‘s probably tried to locate her by GPS, too, which nearly all 

phones have now and which can be accessed by the FBI using a 

computer program..‖ ( HR 186) 

―I told you –we were having a fight and I did grab her arms. I 

wanted to teach her a lesson.‖ ( HR 192) 

―Mrs. Grenville had talked to Jacob about taking a bus to Jess‘s a 

new house and said he felt confident about doing it on his own.‖ ( 

HR 109) 

The second climax is when Rich suspiciously at Jacob because of many 

reasons that lead to him and so does her mom so she is going to be crazy.  The 
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reason are : he really like crime scene, he has Jess‘s backpack and cell phone , he 

doesn‘t like Mark, he is the last person who met Jess and also the first person who 

find Jess dead. Then her mom also doubt and sometimes she thinks that does 

jacob do that, so she take Jacob to the police station, but afterthat she feels it 

wrong, its impossobile Jacob do that. 

―He had a backpack full of Jess Ogilvy‘s clothes. He was the last 

person known to see her alive.‖ ( HR 208) 

―I have his boot prints outside a cut screen.‖ ( HR 208) 

―I have a kid who‘s been known to hang out at crime scenes in the 

past.‖ ( HR 209) 

―A kid who doesn‘t like Mark Maguire.‖ ( HR 208) 

―Her phone still in my pocket.‖ ( HR 185) 

―I stopped right away. The only thing worse than having the 

whole world look at me going crazy.‖ ( HR 196 ) 

―I feel like a traitor, bringing my own son to Detective Matson.‖ ( 

HR 211) 

―Emma thanks for bring him in.‖ ( HR 211) 

―Jess is dead and to be honest, I‘m a little disapointed. I would 

have expected the police to be able to read the clues I left behind. 

But they haven‘t found Jess, and so I have to take the next step.‖ ( 

HR 185) 

The third is  when Jess‘s parent angry with her. They have some 

problem so, they having fight.  Then when they found Jess was dead. 

―She says, the last time she talked to her daughter, was it about 

stupid things, you know? Did they have a fight about how she 

never called, or how she had forgotten to send a thank-you card to 

her aunt.‖ ( HR 178) 

―The police found her body. She‘s dead.‖ ( HR 211) 

―Early Monday morning, the anchor reads, the body of Jessica 

Olgivy was found in the woods behind her residence.‖ ( HR 199) 
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d. Resolution  

Emma come to Oliver to help her to make clear the case that lead to 

Jacob. 

―I need a lawyer.‖ ( HR 221) 

―My son is being interrogated at the police station, and you have 

to stop it. I‘m retaining you on his behalf.‖ ( HR 221) 

―We don‘t have time for that. You have to come with me right 

now.‖ ( HR 221) 

e. Causality 

The novel has a causable relationship between each other. The first 

is Jacob, a teeneger who has Asperger‘s Syndrom and interested about crime 

scene. So, her mom Emma, called a tutor, Jess.  The bad things come when he 

help Rich to analyzed a case and make him suspected by Rich.  

Then when his tutor is gone, many reason lead to him then Emma really 

worry about it so that she comes to Oliver to make it clear. 

f. Plausibility 

Based on the plot, the novel is plausible. The feeling of being 

opperssed by Jacob‘s life, made Emma frustrated. It because many reason that 

lead to Jacob become a criminal. 

However, based on the story itself, the novel is not plusible because 

it is very impossible for someone who has Autism made a serious problem and I 

can not expect it to remin entirely faithful to the truth about aspergers. 

3. Setting  

The setting can determined into two parts 

a. Time 

The novels talk about tenneger who has Asperger‘s Syndrom  in 

recent day, there is not known the exact state about time, but on page 7 stated that 

Jacob was diagnoed with autism in 1995 and it was first published in 2010. 

―when he was diagnosed, I brust into tears. Remember, this 

was back in 1995‖ 

b. Place  
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It implicates in the novel that place is in the America, Townsend. 

―I can locate myself (this shower stall is on the upper level 

of the house at 132 Birdeye Lane, Townsend, Vermont, 

United State, North America, Western Hemisphere, Planet 

Earth).‖ ( HR: 185) 

―Emma Hunt..132 Brideye Lane in Townsend.‖ ( HR: 291) 

 

It also supports with many place mentioned. 

 

―...but we live in Suburbia...‖ ( HR: 24) 

―Jacob Hunt and his family reside in a part Townsend that‘s 

a little more run-down than the rest of it-the part you have 

to work harder to find behind the picture- post- card town 

green and stately New England antique home. Their house 

is just beyond the condos that are filled with the recently 

separated and newly divorced, past the train track for an 

Amtrak route that‘s long difunct.‖ ( HR: 156) 

―Jacob Hunt and his family reside in a part of 

Townsend.‖(HR 156)  

―..then I drive through one of Vermont‘s notorious dead 

zone and the call is dropped.‖ ( HR 175) 

―I have clocked 193 miles today on my car, driving to 

Springfield and then back home and returning again.‖ (HR: 

279) 

―At five-thirty I am again in the lobby of jail visitors‘ 

entrance‖ ( HR: 279) 

―I head to my apartment-office to complete my own.‖ (HR: 

289) 

―Henry lives with his new family in the Silicon Valley‖ ( HR; 08) 

―Inez, got married in California‖ ( HR; 89) 

―how we went on to teach business at a community collage 

in upstate New York‖ ( HR; 89) 

  

4. Point of View 

According to Klarer (1998:21), point of view has the meaning of 

who tells about persons, event, and setting. It can be separated into three parts: 

omniscient point of view, first person narration, and figural narrative situation. 

In the House Rules, Jodi Picoult uses the word ―I, Me, My‖ to 

identify the major character. Therefore, it can be implied that she uses the 

participant first person point of view. 

―I am headed to my meeting with Jess.‖ (HR ; 184) 
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―My backpack is full of necessities.‖ ( HR ; 184) 

―She thanked me.‖ ( HR ; 190) 

5. Style 

Style refers to the way of the author‘s writing which consists of 

grammatical structure, sentence construction, dictation, figurative language, 

imaginary, and symbol. 

a. Grammatical Structure 

The autor uses several dramatic language which means that the 

style of the language used in the story is considered as sarcasm, which contains 

many kinds of swear words. 

―What the hell is he saying...‖ ( HR: 240) 

―Beats me‖ ( HR: 240) 

―What the hell do I know about arraignment..‖ ( HR: 241) 

―but, I swear it was in selfdefense.‖ ( HR: 12)  

―I‘m mad as hell...‖ ( HR: 245) 

―Where is the freak.‖ ( HR: 05) 

―Get the fuck away from me, freak.‖ ( HR: 83) 

―You fucking get paid to be his friend!.‖ ( HR: 86) 

―Dammit.‖ ( HR: 58) 

―You don‘t fuck with me, and I won‘t fuck with you.‖ (HR:270) 

―Get this fucking nutcase out of my house.‖ ( HR: 271)  

 

In addition mostly the use of several words and sentences in the 

novel is the daily talk of the English people in the 21-century especially the daily 

talk of teenagers in the house. 

―I sink down on his bed and smooth my hand over his pillow. ( 

HR: 200) 

―But mom, seriously, I wish you could have seen it. ( HR: 57) 

―Mom, I told you.‖ ( HR: 65) 

―Make sure you‘re polite.‖ ( HR: 65) 

―I‘m going to take a shower.‖ ( HR: 126) 

Fine, I‘m getting dressed.‖ ( HR: 128) 

―when I finish my homework I,m still hungry...‖ ( HR: 136) 

―I‘ll do it after I eat.‖ ( HR: 55)  

b. Sentence Construction 

The author uses long narration, a combination between long and 

short sentences. This type of sentence can be seen in the following. 
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―I was afraid to look at my mother again. So instead, I walked to 

the sandbox and sat down on the edge. My knees come up to my 

chin; I was too big for the space- it was crazy to see my brother 

squeezed into it. I picked up rock and started to paw through the 

sand with it.‖  

  

The dialog or conversation tends to be simple and short sentences 

 

―Is that true?‖ 

―I have no idea‖ (HR: 258) 

―One,‖ I replay. 

―Huh?‖ 

―One.‖ 

―One what?‖ 

―Two,‖ I say. 

―It‘s dinnertime,‖ the officer tells me. 

―Three.‖ ( HR: 288) 

 

c. Dictation 

Burgess inserts language from American English that is quite 

effective to support the setting of time in the story. In this 21 century. American 

English is widely used including in English as the owner of the language, which is 

especially used for daily conversation by the teenagers, or people who have close 

relationship with others. 

―you gonna eat this, or throw it again?‖ ( HR: 288) 

―We‘re closed now-― ( HR: 289) 

―They won‘t be able to read social cues or body language...‖ ( 

HR: 294) 

―Answer me, goddammit!‖ ( HR: 230) 

 

d. Figurative Language 

Author of literary work uses figurative language to build a meaning 

in her work. According to Siswantoro (2002: 23), denotative meaning sometimes 

does not help very much in writing a literary work. That is why the author needs 

figurative language in connecting the meaning to reach the real messages in 

her/his work. ―With connotation, he/she can concentrate and enrich the pointed 
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meaning because he/she can reach the messages more by using few words‖ ( 

Siswantoro, 2002: 23). 

Figurative language in literature has various kinds. Simile, 

Metaphore, Hyperbole and Personification are the familiar figurative languages 

that are often used. Actually are still many kinds of figurative language in English 

such as apostrophes, paradox, imegery, and more. 

1) Simile 

Wren and Martin (1981: 480) in Siswantoro (2002: 24) stated that 

simile is ―comparison made between two object of different kinds which have, 

however at least one point in common‖. Ordinarily, simile uses the words like. 

As, more than, similar to, seems. 

―It‘s more like a packet of mail.‖ ( HR: 269) 

―A tantrum is like a magnet.‖ (HR: 277) 

 ―It‘s like the sun when you‘re underwater, and brave enought 

to open your eyes.‖ ( HR: 302) 

2) Metaphor 

Different to simile, metaphor compares two or more similar object 

and it does not need words like, as, more than, similar, etc. The comparasion is 

implicit. 

―Love means never having to say you‘re sorry.‖ ( HR: 230)  

―copying the behavior of cat burglars.‖ ( HR: 261) 

―I smile, but it‘s really a grimace.‖ ( HR: 296) 

3) Personification 

Personifacation is a figurative language that gives the attributes of 

human being to an animal, object or concept. 

―her baby looked like a monkey.‖ ( HR: 228) 

―his hand twitching at his side like a small animal.‖ ( HR: 281) 

―my tongue swell up like a monkey‘s fist knot.‖ ( HR: 230)   

4) Hyperbole 

Hyperbole is a fgurative language that contains an exaggerated 

meaning. 
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 ―it feels like walking on the tongue.‖ ( HR: 272) 

5) Imagery 

Imegery presents sounds, smell, taste, sight, viusal, and tactile 

experiences like cold, hunger, thirst, etc. ( Perrine, 1977: 50) 

―My blood taste like pennis, like copper, like iron- blood 

makes up seven percent of the total body weight.‖ ( HR: 271) 

6) Symbol 

Symbol is defined as something that means more than what it is 

(Perrine, 1974: 628). The character in the story also has a meaning beyond itself. 

The major character in the story Jacob is the symbol of the teeneger who have 

Asperger‘s Syndrom. That rebels their own life, need more attention, and love to 

be free. 

6. Theme 

The central purpose or theme is the basic idea of a work. By observing 

the novel in detail, the researcher concludes that the theme of the novel House 

Rules is ―the main characters‘ behavior in healing the Asperger‘s Syndrom who 

have interest with forensic‖. It can be seen of how Emma‘s effort in making rule 

for Jacob which is formed in the society life of people should interact. So she 

called a privat tutor for him.It also can be seen from the prolog of the novel in 

which Emma, Jacob, reveals that he has to deal with those entire shackles in his 

whole life.  

 

―But I had already noticed how, with the behavioral 

theraphy and speech theraphy, Jacob had begun to 

communicate again. I could see the improvement.‖ ( HR: 

08) 

 

This story about the life of teeneger presented in mystical, based on the 

reality in the recent day. The central themes are around the life in the autism 

world, the bad things and the good things that exist in the world and the attitude of 

the people who have Asperger‘s Syndrom which interest about forensic and how 

to treath them, the hunger attention of the teeneger who need love from others and 

family problem. 
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This novel reveals Jacob‘s several effort being normal human like others. 

Through this novel Jacob tries to show who really he is and hopes everyone 

respects and accepts his condition. He also want everyone trust him that not 

always him who made some trouble. This novel tell us about many ways to deal 

with autism so that the researcher concludes the theme of House Rules is how to 

treath  people with autism in society. 

B. Discussion 

This chapter discusses the structural elements of the novel. As mentioned 

above, it covers character and characterization both of the major and the minor 

characters, plot that consists of exposition, complication, climax, resolution, 

causality, and plausibility, point of view of the author, and style that the author 

uses in developing his novel. After analyzing the structural elements of House 

Rules novel, the next step is relating all the elements to one another. 

This chapter also gives some explanation to the next chapter. It shows the 

story of the novel that is presented structurally. It gives some clues about the 

actions that Jacob does, especially in the climax of the story. 

House Rules novel is a novel written by Jodi Picoult which published in 

2010. She is the author of seventeen novels, including the New York Time 

bestsellers. Through this novel she tries to reveal the main characters‘ behavior in 

healing the Asperger‘s Syndrom who have interest with forensic‖. It can be seen 

of how Emma‘s effort in making rule for Jacob which is formed in the society life 

of people should interact. So she called a privat tutor for him.It also can be seen 

from the prolog of the novel in which Emma, Jacob, reveals that he has to deal 

with those entire shackles in his whole life.  

This novel reveals Jacob‘s several effort being normal human like others. 

Through this novel Jacob tries to show who really he is and hopes everyone 

respects and accepts his condition. He also want everyone trust him that not 

always him who made some trouble. 

 The first discussion is about characters. The characters are more 

developed from the first part to the last part. At first, the novel describes the 

Pontelliers family. Emma Hunt, Jacob Hunt, and Theo. They were in trouble, and 
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the beginning of complication there exist new characters such as, Jess Ogilvy, 

Mark Marguere, Rich Matson, Oliver Bond. The existence of minor characters 

makes the novel develop in the plot.  

Jodi Picoult uses this novel, intends to reveal the relation between one 

with another character. She often uses direct characterization towards building the 

characters. She uses another character to tell the reader about the subject. She also 

portrays the characters through action, speech, description, and commentary. It 

helps the reader to make sense of the behavior of the character in a novel. It also 

leads us to relate better to the events take place. 

The researcher concludes that House Rules novel contains some 

characters. The presence of the characters makes the reader easy to understand the 

story line. The first major character or the important figure of the story‘s action of 

House Rules novel is Jacob. He is Emma‘s son who has Asperger‘s syndrom, he 

often come to crime scene because he interest about forensic. 

The novel also adds some minor characters. They are; Emma Hunt 

(Jacob‘s mother) a person who really care about him, she is a writter, Theo Hunt 

(Jacob‘s brother) sometimes he hate Jacob‘s behavior but he also worry if Jacob 

cannot be contacted. He had a job to keep Jacob althought he younger than Jacob 

but actually they keep each other, because those are them rules in their house. , 

afterthat Rich Matson, he is detective who suspects Jacob, then Oliver Bond, she 

is Jacob‘s lawyer, next Mark Maguire, he is Jess Ogilvy boyfriend who hate Jacob 

very much, and Jess Ogilvy, she is Jacob Privat tutor. 

This novel mentions where the story takes place and time. Setting in 

House Rules novel is distinguished into two; setting of time and setting of place. 

Plot is what the characters are doing and going through. The researcher can follow 

the plot because in the novel, there are the characters‘ lives that are being 

portrayed. The story of the novel is a flashback story with random plot. Emma 

first introduced herself as a single parent with two son, one of them has 

Asperger‘s syndrom. The complication begins when she was married with Henry 

(ex husband) and preagnent, then divorces. Her child are Jacob, eighteen years old 

who has Asperger‘s syndrom and interest about crime scene and his brother is 
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Theo, fifteen years old, who has unique hobby to visited empty home. She really 

worry about Jacob, so she called a tutor for him. Then the climax come when 

Jacob help detective Rich to solve a case, but he suspects Jacob. Then second 

climax come when Jess(Jacob‘s tutor) was dead, because the day before she has 

problem with her boyfriend (Mark) when he comes with her to tutor Jacob, and he 

get jelouse. The day after Jess was gone and can not be contacted, Jacob send 

many email to her and try to call her but nothing responds. So he try to find Jess 

new address, then he find it. But nobodys home and the door is unlocked. In there 

he find Theo‘s footprint, he begins to analyzed and identify because he worrys if 

Theo killed Jess, he finds Theo‘s footprint in Jess‘s house. He remembered the 

rules from his mother, to keep your brother, so he want to analyzed it before 

detective Rich find it. But detective rich suspect to Jacob and want to interrogated 

him. Emma worried about it, so she called lawyer for Jacob, she is Oliver, a good 

and smart lawyer. Finally people who killed Jess is revealed. He is Theo, Jacob‘s 

brother because he has unique hobby to come to another house when nobody 

home, but when he come to Jess‘s home, its surprise because she take shower so 

Theo caught snacking then he hit her head on the sink and then he runs. 

The setting of place involves such places includes Jacob‘s mother work 

where for the first time she meets Henry (her ex husband), Emma‘s house in 

Townsend where they live without Henry, Jacob‘s and Theo‘s school, Rich‘s 

office where Mark reported about Jess, Oliver‘s office where Emma need her to 

help her soon in Jail. Jess‘s house where everyone come to find her, Forest where 

Jess was found. 

The researcher also understand the character if their life  is plotted. In the 

novel, House Rules, the researcher can identify the plot because of the existence 

of characters. Jacob is one of the character which build the plot.  What he does 

and goes through his life in achiving the form of the plot of House Rules. Setting 

is where and when the characters are in action. The writer of House Rules, Jodi 

Picoult, does not mention the exact year. But he shows the way of life of the 

characters. 
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The novel of House Rules by Jodi Picoult as a main instrument uses the 

first person point of view because the narrator uses the pronouns such as ―I, we, 

me, or us.‖ It also can be seen that the main character, Jacob-Emma-Theo, always 

takes place in every situation in the story. Jodi Picoult tells the story by Jacob-

Emma-Theo‘s point of view. 

The relationship between the characters leads the story into some 

conflicts which create the plot. In this novel Jodi Picoult uses modern plots. They 

are exposition, complication, climax, resolution, causality, and plausibility. At the 

first stage or exposition introduces the background of Jacob‘s family and also 

introduces some major and minor characters. At the second stage Jacob engages 

in conflicts when he suspected by rich. At the climax, both of two main characters 

rich the highest part of conflict. At the last stage both of them feel regret to one 

another and finally they find a solution.  

This novel is also arranged into standard grammatical structure in the 

narration, but in the dialogue, sometimes she uses the non-standard grammatical 

structure. In this novel Jodi Picoult uses short sentences in the dialogue between 

the characters. The characters of House Rules novel often have short questions 

and answers on their conversation. Long sentences are used to give explanation 

and narration. In this novel Jodi Picoult uses some symbol. It means something 

which represents something else such as House Rules. Jodi Picoult also uses 

figurative language such as imagery, hyperbole, metaphor, simile, and 

personification. 

Finally, from the discussion above, it can be concluded that the 

structural elements of House Rules novel by Jodi Picoult consists of character and 

characterization, setting, theme, plot, point of view, and style that are arranged in 

coherence and related to each other. 

From the overview above, it is also clear that the structural elements of 

the novel are interrelated together in building the wholeness of the story. The 

analysis above shows that the structural elements of the novel are connected each 

other. It makes unity and cannot be separated from each other.  


