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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language is a principle means for human to communicate, and to 

transmit some information. One of the languages used to communicate is 

English. It is an internasional language used to comunicate with people from 

other countries. English language also can develop culture, science as a means 

of communication with other countries in the world. That is why people learn 

English language and are eager to master it.  

Because of its importance, English is learned by students formally at 

many schools. The language skills learned include listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing skiils. The teaching of English in junior high school is the 

basis in English language. To teach English language the teachers have to 

improve and develop these four skills in order that their students can use the 

skills to communicate their feeling, thoughts, and opinion in English. 

One of the important language skills in English language is writing 

skill. Writing skill is an important part of communication. The skill is different 

from other language skills, in which written language needs real proficiency 

from the writer in order to be effective. Writing skill is one of the language 

skills that should be mastered by students and important to be applied in many 

aspects of life. So the students have to improve and develop their potentially 

of writing skills. 
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The students have some keys or aspects for learning writing, namely  

grammar, punctuation, and spelling. Because good writing has correct 

grammar, punctuation, and spelling or vocabulary. Good writing allows their 

writer to communicate their massage with the readers or teachers. According 

to Harmer (2007: 33). “Writing is frequently useful as preparation for some 

other activity, in particular when students write sentence as a preamble to 

discussion activities”. The students have to master vocabulary and know how 

to use grammar in making texts or sentences. There are many text types taught 

in Junior High School. Each text has different social function, schematic 

structures, and language features. One of the texts  taught to the eighth grade 

students of Junior High School is Recount text.  

Basically the purpose of teaching writing is to help and support the 

students when they learn English especially in writing, so the students can 

develop their capability, knowledge of writing. In teaching and learning 

English, there are strategies to teach students according to the materials or 

potential of the students. The students will be successful if the learning 

sources or strategies are relevant with the students need. In this case, teaching 

writing skill must be conducted in education field in Indonesia. Brown (2000:  

34) states that in teaching writing, a teacher must introduce the students the 

steps in writing, namely; prewriting, drafting, and revising. Prewriting helps 

the students to get our ideas on paper. In drafting the students should make a 

plan based on the topic choosen. And the last, in revising, the students can get 

some feedback about composition from their classmates.  
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In order that the students can write well, a teacher can apply an 

appropriate method. According to Fauziati (2009: 15), method is treated at the 

level of design in which the roles of teacher, learners, and instructional 

materials are specified. Teaching method is the theoretically related to an 

approach and it is organizationally determined by a design. So teaching 

method is an element in teaching-learning process, and related to an approach 

design, and teaching procedure. It is needed in teaching learning process to 

establish the success in education. 

In the context of teaching and learning process in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Surakarta, English language becomes a favorite subject for 

the eight grade students. The students are cheerful to study English because it 

is interesting. The section which they like is writing section. They are 

interested in learning about English writing because it can make them 

understand the stucture of paragraph or make their story written. In teaching 

writing in SMP Muhammadiyah 4 Surakarta, the teacher uses some techniques 

to make the students glad and active in the class. The various techniques in 

teaching writing are implemented in order to make the students interested in 

learning English. Especially at the eight grade, the school has two excellent 

paralled classes. They are class eight A and eight B. Excellent class get more 

teaching learning English language compared to the other class. The students 

of excellent class are very  interested in learning English because the students 

are cheerful and they have basic English well. The teaching learning process 

can be effective because the students have willingness to learn writing skill. 
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In the process of teaching learning writing skills in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Surakarta, the teacher starts the lesson by showing the 

materials to learn in writing skill. The teacher applies some techniques in 

teaching writing skill in order that the students easily understand the materials. 

For example, the teacher shows how to make the structure of recount text or 

descriptive text and also with the tenses. Then, the students practice to write 

based on the instruction given by the teacher. The students are happy and 

cheerful because they are interested in learning English especially writing. 

The variety or content of teaching writing has its own purpose in 

teaching learning program, especially teaching writing. Teaching writing in 

every school has different way to teach or deliver. Teaching writing in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Surakarta also has a different way and technique in their 

teaching learning process. The writer is interested in understanding the process 

of teaching learning writing. The purpose teaching writing is to make the 

students understand about how to write  grammar, sructure, composition and 

tenses well. It helps the students master English especially in writing skills. 

The researcher interested to observe because the researcher wants to 

know how the teacher teaches writing in class, how the techniques of teaching 

writing can be learned by the students, and how the students respon after 

teaching and learning in writing.  Based on explanation above, the writer is 

interested in conducting a research about the teaching English writing skill to 

eight grade students in Junior High School entitled A NATURALISTIC 
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STUDY ON TEACHING WRITING AT SMP MUHAMMADIYAH 4 

SURAKARTA. 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the backround of the study the writer formulates the problem 

as follows : How is the process of teaching writing at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Surakarta into subsidiary questions as follows:  

1. What are the learning objectives of teaching writing? 

2. What are the materials? 

3. What are the classroom procedure of teaching writing used by teacher? 

4. What are the teacher roles in teaching writing? 

5. What are the students roles in teaching and learning writing? 

C. Objective of the Study 

Based on this problem statement, the general objective of the study is 

to describe the process of teaching writing at SMP Muhammadiyah 4 

Surakarta. Specifically it is to describe: 

1. the learning objective of teaching writing, 

2. the materials, 

3. the classroom procedures of teaching writing, 

4. the teacher role in teaching writing, 

5. the student role in teaching writing, 

D. Scope of the Study 

It is imposible for the researcher to handle all of the problems. 

Therefore, the researcher limits the scope of the research. This research is only 



6 

 

 

focused on teaching writing skill at eight grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 4 Surakarta in 2015/2016 academic years. 

E. Significance of the Study 

There are two benefits from theoretical and practical study, the 

benefits, as follows: 

1. Theoritical Significance 

a. The research can help the readers as the reference or understand the 

teaching writing skill at eight grade in junior high school. 

b. The result of the research can give input in the teaching writing skill at 

eight grade in junior high school. 

2. Practical Significance 

a. This research can be helpful to the students for finding the way of 

learning English writing correctly. 

b. This research can be helpful to the teachers for finding the way of 

teaching English writing. 

c. This research can give readers benefical knowledge. 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The researcher organies this result in order to make it easier to 

understand. In this research are following five chapters, There are: 

Chapter I is introduction and consist of the background of the study, 

problem statement, objective of the study, scope of the study, significance of 

the study, and research paper organization. 
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Chapter II is underlying theory which consists of previous study and 

theoretical review. Theoretical review consists of the notion of writing skill, 

aspects of writing skills, processes of writing, general concepts of teaching 

writing, classroom procedure in teaching writing. 

Chapter III is research method which consists of type of research, 

subject of the study, object of the study, data and source of data, method of 

collecting data, technique for analyzing data. 

Chapters IV is finding and discussion. And in the chapter V is 

conclusion, pedagogical implication and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


