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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Social mobility has become crucial discussion among the societies since 

the human civilization exist. Society is the main reason of social mobility occurence. 

Society is the horde of human which have different perspective, status and social 

class which causes human’s movement in those aspect. Therefore, the writer defines 

social mobility not only as a means of  movement in society which is done by the 

human being to achieve their social class destination but also as means that can 

abdicate their class destination. There are many definitions of social mobility which 

underlain the writer’s definition.Saunders (2010: 11) explains that social mobility is 

related to the individual’s movement in the society that move from one position to 

another position. Furthermore, social mobility can be divided into intragenerational 

mobility that can be measured by looking the progression of individuals from one 

position to the better position or vice versa, while intergenerational mobility can be 

measured by comparing their current position to their parents’ position as their future 

position. In this case, the basic criteria to determine position is based on the income, 

education, socio-economic status or occupational ranking.  

The term social mobility has relation to the movement of position in 

society. It means that every individual in society can move to the higher or lower 

social class in the social system. It can happen intentionally or unintentionally in the 

scope of society. The reason of social mobility in society is for maintaining their 

occupational position or privilages for theirselve and family. They said that, there are 

two basic element why social mobility occurs in every society. The first is that 

society always mutate its performance and the second is about the supply alteration 

of individual’s talent in society (Lipset and Bendix, 1992: 2-3). Karl Marx stated that 

the growth of workers’class conciousness had been clogged by the instability of the 

class structure in the mid-nineteenth-century America. These observations made an 

interest questions of social mobility. Therefore, the cold war generated that social 
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mobility should not be discharged as a product of the ideological passion 

(Thernstorm, 1964: 11).  

Another interpretation of social mobility is interpreted as a transition of 

individual or social object of value or anything which has been created by human 

activity ftrom one social position to another. Social mobility also has two principal 

types called horizontal and vertical mobility (Sorokin, 1998: 133). Breen (2004: 4) 

asserts that social mobility is the analysis and the description of social position’s 

orbit done by the individuals and family. He also argues from his definition that there 

are three mobility tables called absolute mobility, relative mobility (social fluidity), 

and contemporary mobility. To make further spesification about the definition of 

social mobility, the writer intends to define the issue of social mobility which tend to 

the female mobility. 

In the unit of mobility, the original positions both men and women are 

defined by the occupational class of the household when the respondent was aged 

fourteenth, and the head is commonly male. It is said that the women in the 

conventional view are justified to the non-inclusion. It is because social class in 

society is based on the occupation of the household’s head. It means that the class 

positions of women are determined by the occupation of their husbands or fathers. It 

is clear that women’s social class is based on the men’s. There are some reasons 

concern with this rule namely; women are considered to have a low rate in the 

economic participation, women only have part-time employment, the class position 

depends on her husband or father whether women work or not. It can be defined that 

female social mobility is a situation of women in society where the mobility of her 

class is derived from her husband or fathers (Payne and Abbot, 1990: 11-23). 

Moll Flanders is one of English novel written by Daniel Defoe. He was 

born in 1660 in London, England. He became a merchant in several failing business. 

He was interested in politic and continued to write political work, working as 

journalist until the early 1700s. Defoe was notable for being one of the earliest 

practitioners of the novel and helped popularize the genre in Britain. He was a 

prolific and versatile writer. He wrote over five hundred books, pamphlet, and 



3 
 

 

journal on various topic including politic, crime, religion, marriage, psychology, and 

the supernatural. In 1719, Defoe drew a new literary path, around the age of 59 years 

old when he published “Robinson Crusoe”. After that, a number of novels pursued 

soon including Moll Flanders, Colonel Jack, Captain Sigleton, Journal of the Plague 

Year and Roxana. In the mid 1720s, Defoe went back to work as journalist and wrote 

many editorial pieces in the subject of morality politics and social in England until he 

died on 24th April 1731. 

Moll Flanders is a story about the up and down of life of the heroine in 

Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders. Moll Flanders itself is a fictitious name which the 

actual name is Betty. She resolved to suppress her name since she is wanted by the 

law and she did not wish to disclose her true identity. She was born in Newgate 

Prison by a mother who was transported to Virginia after committing a theft and she 

left her baby there. When she was about three years old, she ran away from gypsies 

after that A parish took her and she was kept by a nurse (old lady) till the age of 

eight. She was compelled to go into the service but she did not want to and decided 

to stay with her nurse instead. When she was 14 years old, her nurse died. She 

became a maid in a Mayor’s household.  

She had regarded as the daughters of the house instead. In the Mayor’s 

house Moll was seduced by the older son of the house with compliments and money 

and finally fall in love. In other side, the younger son also had feeling to Moll but the 

older son try to persuade Moll not to Marry to the younger brother. Then after many 

prostestation and consideration she lived as his wife until his death a few years later. 

They had two children from the marriage and her mother in law took charge the 

children. Moll then met with a draper gentlement. He is a tradesman with good 

manners and agreeable as well. When they had married for a certain time, he spent 

Moll’s money and finally they got bankrupt. He brought out to the jail and left her to 

marry again. 

Pretending to be richer than she was before, she married to a gentlement 

from Virginia. They went to Virginia after their marriage. She came to Virginia to 

meet her mother in law which surprisingly her real mother. This discovery made 
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Moll to leave her Virginia husband (her brother in law) after several years of 

marriage and back to Bath, England. In Bath, she became friend with a gentlement 

whose wife was insane. In short, this situation encourage Moll to arrogate him from 

her insane wife, finally they lived as lovers for several years but end in misery again. 

To pass her misery, Moll wanted to get married again and decided to get new 

acquaintance outside of London. After passing through many ways, she met with an 

honest and sober gentlement who agreed to take care of her money. After several 

times they keep in touch each other, and the gentlement resolved to divorce his 

unfaithful wife and marry Moll immediately. Someday Moll was brought by her 

friend to meet with a handsome Irish gentlement which she thought to be a wealthy 

gentlement, and married to him for her money. They liked each other very well and 

consider their marriage in nonexistent. They lived for five years until her husband 

died and bankrupt.  

To be utterly destitute and no longer young enough to attract a new husband, 

Moll lead herself in crime, she then became a thief and stealing many things. She 

reunited with the midwife who also a leader of thieves. She eventually became a 

successful thief with many adventures, till the last she trapped stealing some silk. In 

Newgate, she received a death sentence and made her into despair, but suddenly she 

got an aid from her governess with a lesser sentence, after that Moll came back to her 

Lancashire husband and reasserted their love. Moll’s governess then bought them to 

Virginia with Moll’s money from theft. In Virginia, they began a tobacco plantation. 

After a year, she would like to see her son from the former husband which actually 

Moll’s brother. After her brother died, she could tell about her marriage in Virginia 

to her Lancashire husband. Moll and her Lancashire husband became so reach and 

ultimately back to England, lived in prosperity to the end of their days. 

Based on the overall statements above, the writer would like to conduct 

research about social mobility. The writer then took Moll Flanders by Daniel Defoe 

as the research data. The writer intend to choose marxist approach which obviously 

related to the issue which the writer have taken. There are some reasons why the 

writer interested to choose this novel to be analyzed. Firstly, the writer considers that 

this novel have an interesting characterization which delineates the western society. 
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Secondly, the writer assumes that Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders has important moral 

value to be delivered. Thirdly, this novel has a good story and plot related to the 

choosen issue. It means that Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders obviously depicts the 

process of social mobility, the writer here is interested how the process of social 

mobility is. The last, the writer expects that this research can be a good reference to 

the next researcher. Based on this study background, the writer attracted to conduct 

the research entitled “Social Mobility in Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flander (1772): A 

Marxist Approach”. 

 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the previous background of the study above, the writer  proposes 

the problem statement about how the existence and the process of social mobility is 

experienced by the main character Moll Flanders. The writer hereby proposes the 

specific research questions as follows: 

1. What are the indicators of social mobility that are presented in the 

novel? 

2. How is the social mobility depicted in the novel? 

3. Why does Daniel Defoe give concerns in the social mobility issue? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

 The followings are the objectives of the study which are going to be 

achieved by the writer: 

1. To identify the indicators of social mobility that are presented in 

Daniel Defoe’s Moll Flanders. 

2. To delineate the social mobility which is experienced in the novel. 

3. To detect why Daniel Defoe gave concerns to the social mobility 

issue in the novel? 

 

D.  Benefit of the Study 

There are two benefits that can be added as follow: 
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1. Theoretical Benefit 

This research is expected to give a new contribution and information on 

literature especially English literature dealing with Daniel Defoe’s Moll 

Flanders novel. 

2. Practical Benefit 

This research is expected to help the researcher get deeper 

understanding about the novel and how to use literary criticism in 

analyzing the novel. 

E. Paper Organization 

The organization of this study is explained in order the reader can 

understand the content of the paper easier. The organizations are as follows; Chapter 

I is introduction, which contains background of the study, problem statements, 

objectives of the study, benefit of the study, and paper organization. Chapter II 

contains underlying theory (it describes the notion of social mobility, the notion of 

Marxist approach) and literature review. Chapter III is research method. Chapter IV 

is Marxist analysis; it covers (1) Main findings of Moll Flanders by Daniel Defoe 

(1722) (2) Discussion. Chapter V is the last chapter of this research paper of this 

research that consists of conclusion, suggestion and pedagogical implication. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


