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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background 

English is the important language for communication that is spoken all over the 

world. Since English has been the gateway in the globalization era, people are forced 

to have to be able to use English. It is used as a means of international 

communication such as in daily life and international affairs among countries. Beside 

that English is applied in many aspects of life like a book, information about 

technology is often used in English. That is why the Indonesian government obligates 

English is being taught in every school from elementary school to university.  

We know that the main function of language is as a means of communication. 

Related to that statement we have to know that English can be divided into two types 

based on the process, active skills (speaking and writing) and passive skills (reading 

and listening). Learning English involves the four language skills, listening, speaking, 

writing, and reading. Listening and reading belong to receptive skills in which the 

language users require the ability to receive spoken and written language, while 

speaking and writing belong to productive skills in which the language users require 

the ability to produce language both spoken and written (Harmer, 1983: 44). The 

teacher should develop these four language skills in order that their student could use 

the skills to communicate or express their thoughts, feelings, and opinions in English. 

The reading activity needs a process by which people comprehend what they read. 

In teaching classroom, the method and techniques are different. As Anthony in 

Fauziati (2014: 12) stated method as: an overall plan for the orderly presentation of 

language material, no part of which contradicts, and all of which is based upon the 

selected approach. An approach is axiomatic whereas a method is procedural”. While, 

the technique is “implementation which actually takes place in a classroom. It is a 

particular trick, strategy, or contrivance used to accomplish an immediate objective. 
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Technique must be consistent with a method, and therefore in harmony with an 

approach as well” (Anthony, 1963: 96). 

In teaching reading has a classroom technique, where classroom technique is 

similar with classroom activities. According to Endang Fauziati (2010: 35) “ There is 

an obvious implication for the teaching of reading skills. In order to help language 

learners develop their reading skills, two kinds of activity should be considered, 

namely: activities to improve their buttom-up (text-based processing skills) and 

activities to develop the top-down (knowledge-based processing skills). These two 

kinds of activity need not be done separately but rather the two are developed 

simultaneously, namely: Classroom Practice to Develop Text-Based Processing Skills 

and classroom Practices to Develop Knowledge-Based Processing Skill.” 

The technique that used by the teacher in the classroom teaching is often 

assumed as the factor that causes the student‟s reading problem. Teaching reading in 

the junior high school must be seen as a whole process where the teacher need to 

focus on reading skill itself. The students problem in reading has been always in the 

difficulties of the words and every sentence in the text. On national examination, it 

cannot argue that most of the questions are in reading text. The fact is the students 

have low ability in reading text. It needs to be a fun activity for teaching reading and 

effective for them. In the teacher reading, the teacher must master a variety of 

techniques that can be adjusted to classroom conditions. 

According to Endang Fauziati (2010: 32) “Reading is one of the language skills 

which needed be taught in the language classroom. Students need to be able to read 

texts in English either for their careers, for study, or simply for pleasure. Reading is 

also plays an important role in language acquisition. Reading texts also provide 

opportunities for students to learn vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, and even 

better models for English Writing the way sentence, paragraphs, or text are 

constructed.” 
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There are five components or aspect of Reading skill such as: a) phonemic 

Awareness, b) phonics, c) reading fluency, including oral reading skill, d) vocabulary 

development, e) reading comprehension strategies. 

One of the most important aspect of teaching reading techniques is to help 

increase students vocabulary and to make sure that when they read new words, they 

understand them and how to put them into the correct context. Various kinds of 

techniques can be used to teach reading. By forming a discussion group can facilitate 

students in learning. Students learn to work together with other students to interpret 

and answer the worksheet from the teacher. This technique can also be called 

cooperative learning technique. 

From the researchers‟ observation in teaching reading the students in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta have many problems in reading English. They don‟t 

understand what the meaning of each word, whereas to understand a reading text, 

they must know the meaning or at least the purpose the text. But students sometimes 

too lazy to open the dictionary. Especially in reading aloud they still difficulty to 

express English text with the correct pronunciation, this is should repeat again and 

again to pronounce with the correct way. Sometimes a teacher must give the example 

to pronounce every word. Therefore, teachers must have a good technique to teach 

reading skill. Teachers must be give the best ways to make their students' interest 

with the method to make the students easy to understand the materials. The technique 

that usually given by teacher for pre-reading activities is looking at pictures and the 

captions, reading aloud in front of the class, reviewing vocabulary or grammatical 

structures, have guided practice with guessing meaning from context. The evaluation 

given by teacher in reading studies usually gives the multiple choice or true/false 

question. This classroom technique used by English teacher is good, but not too 

developed yet for ability students reading skill. So, from this observation the 

researchers interested in observing SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. This research 

especially dialing with classroom technique to develop students‟ English reading skill 

with naturalistics study. 
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Based on the reason above, the writer wants to write the research entitled, 

“CLASSROOM TECHNIQUES TO DEVELOP STUDENTS‟ ENGLISH READING 

SKILL: A NATURALISTICS STUDY AT SMP MUHAMMADIYAH 1 

SURAKARTA”. 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study above the problem of this study is “What 

are the classroom techniques to develop students‟ English reading skill: a naturalistic 

study at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta?” 

To explain the problem statements, the writer formulates the research question as 

follows: 

a. What are the types classroom techniques used by the teacher to develop 

students‟ English reading skill? 

b. What is the purpose of each type of classroom technique used by the teacher 

to develop students‟ English reading skill? 

c. What is the teachers‟ role in each type of classroom technique? 

d. What is the students‟ role in each type of classroom technique? 

C. Limitation of the Study 

This study will focus on classroom Technique especially to develop students‟ 

English reading skill: a naturalistic study at SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Surakarta. 

D. Objective of the Study 

The writer has some objectives dealing with the problem statement above, they 

are: 

a. To describe the types classroom technique used by the teacher to develop 

students‟ English reading skill. 

b. To describe the purpose of classroom technique used by teachers to develop 

students‟ English reading skill. 

c. To describe the teachers‟ role in each type of classroom technique. 

d. To describe the students‟ role in each type of classroom technique. 
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E. Benefit of the Study 

This research gives advantages on the education aspect, especially in teaching 

learning process. The writer hopes some benefits of the study are theoretical benefits 

and practical benefits:  

1. Theoretical benefits 

a. The research is talking about developing  students reading skill in the junior 

high school so it is expected that research help the readers to know about the 

reading ability of the junior high school students. 

b. This research is expected to give a valuable experience which can be used 

for doing a better action in the future. 

2. Practical benefits 

a. For teachers, the result of this study will give and add their knowledge and 

information about the weakness which the student often make and serve as 

feedback to improve all of the teacher in teaching material as well. 

b. For researches, students‟ difficulties are considered to be important 

information to identify and to analyze the students‟ problem in their 

understanding or knowing of reading skill. 

c. For students, the result of this study will make them to know their mistakes, 

their weakness in their learning process of understanding about their 

weakness, and to improve their reading ability, exactly their competence. 

d. For other researcher, the result of this study can be used as a reference in 

conducting other research, especially research on teaching reading. 

F. Research Paper Organization 

The writer divides this paper into five chapters, as follows: 

Chapter I is Introduction. It consists of background of the study, limitation of 

the study, problem statement, the objective of the study, significance of the study, and 

research paper organization. 

Chapter II is Underlying theory, it relates to previous studies that related to this 



6 
 

 
 

Research and theoretical review consist of notion of reading, teaching reading 

consists of notion of teaching reading, the techniques of teaching reading 

comprehension, classroom activity, reading skills, classroom procedure, the 

principles of teaching reading. 

Chapter III is research method. This chapter presents type of the study, research 

participants, the object of the study, data and data source, data collection techniques, 

instruments, data analysis techniques. 

Chapter IV is about finding and discussion of research findings. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion based on the discussion of research 

finding. 

  


