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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the study 

Every aspects of human life should be influenced by the law. In society 

where human live make some complex rules to control the activities of its 

member.  Without law human being will do everything they want and 

regardless the disadvantage which can obtain by other people. Without legal, 

someone cannot get justice. Laws made to limit human deviant behavior, so 

that each individual problem can be solved with justice and no one feels 

injured.  

Victimization is “the act or process of someone being injured or 

damaged by another person.” (Brian, 2008: 834). In general, the idea of law 

is taken to be justice. The concept of justice provides every society with its 

most fundamental rule of social order.  Justice demands equality of power in 

society. It is no longer merely unfortunate that some people should be poor 

and powerless, while others are rich and powerful, it is unjust. 

Victimization is not only to the attention of legal experts, sociology, 

psychology, but also to authors. One of the authors which is interested to 

victimization is John Grisham. One of his book that gives imagery of social 

lives is The Confession. This book was released in October 26, 2010. The 

confession is one of the most popular legal thrillers in America. John Ray 

Grisham, Jr. the writer of this novel is usually known by John Grisham. He 

was born on February 8 1955 in United States. John Grisham has a special 

interest in law, so he chooses to become a lawyer, politician, and author, best 

known for his popular legal thrillers.  

He started to work his first book “A Time to Kill” in 1988. Grisham has 

written one novel a year (his other books are The Firm, The Pelican Brief, 

The Client, The Chamber, The Rainmaker, The Runaway Jury, The Partner, 

The Street Lawyer, The Testament, The Brethren, A Painted House, Skipping 

Christmas, The Summons, The King of Torts, Bleachers, The Last Juror, The 
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Broker, playing for Pizza, The Appeal, The Associate, The Confession, The 

Litigators, Calico Joe, The Racketeer, Sycamore Row, and Gray Mountain) 

and all of them have become international bestsellers. The Innocent Man 

(October 2006) marked his first foray into non-fiction, and Ford County 

(November 2009) was his first short story collection. Grisham’s book 

successfully translated into many languages.   

There are few examples of events in the real world of false arrest; first is, 

the frequently of victimization should be a great concern for the institution of 

law. In 1981, Krik Odon a man aged 18 years imprisoned for having been 

accused of robbery and rape. While he was in prison Krik Odom actual 

innocence must be subjected to torture committed by other inmates. Even he 

is now suffering from HIV disease. The truth was revealed in 2003. Krik 

expressed not guilty and immediately released from prison.  

Second, in 1980 a woman who came from Texas named Joyce Ann 

Brown, was forced to have languished in prison for 25 years. She is suspected 

to be a murder when seizing a bag and fled using a rented car. When the 

police give Joyce photograph to the victim's wife, she stated that it is positive 

Joyce who had killed and robbed a bag belonging to her husband. But after 

nine years of languishing in prison Joyce Ann Brown tenants of the original 

car then appeared and stated that it was she who hired the car and lend it to a 

friend named Renee Michelle Taylor. After receiving the report, the police 

immediately searched Taylor's apartment and found evidence of a crime 

there. Joyce Ann Brown eventually released from prison after serving time in 

prison for nine years. 

Last, there are two Spanish men named Gregorio Valero and Leon 

Sanchez, they should be sentenced to death in 1910. The two men were 

alleged to have killed a sheep wanderer named Jose Maria Lopez Granados. 

But after five years of languishing in prison they were both acquitted and 

spared from execution because it is known that Lopez is still alive and living 

in another city. Cases of wrongful arrest had become the talk of Spain on a 

tender in 1913. 
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The Confession novel is about victimization in America, and the 

differences in racial and ethnic that is growing in America. The conflicts in 

this novel come from the murder of high school cheerleader and how an 

innocent man is blamed for it. The story begins from the confession of Travis 

Boyette, he is the real killer of high school cheerleader.  

Conflict in this novel began when police searching for a killer and 

rapist high school student named Nicole Yarber. Police have difficulties to 

find the bodies of Nicole Yarber and the killer because at that time the police 

had no evidence whatsoever regarding the death of Nicole Yarber. Because of 

the difficulties they face and the police were under pressure from the family 

of Nicole Yarber to quickly find the killer, they tried to find a way out of this 

problem. At the right time Joey Gamble a friend of Nicole Yarber giving 

false testimony to police. He said that he saw Donte Drumm trying to carry 

away Nicole Yarber while in the mall parking area. Previously unknown Joey 

Gamble giving false information to police and prosecutors because he had a 

grudge against Nicole Yarber who ever refused his love, and he had several 

times saw Nicole Yarber and Donte Drumm dating together.   

Police who have difficulty to solve this case are very happy and 

immediately received the information from Joey Gamble without having to 

prove it first. As a result of the false testimony of Joey Gamble, Donte 

Drumm was forced to admit to admit that he was the perpetrators of the 

murder and rape of Nicole Yarber. This resulted in Donte Drumm should 

spent his youth in the dark prison, and this is precisely what brings him the 

gates of death.  

Just four days before the execution of Donte Drumm, there is a man 

who is named Travis Boyette he is 44 years old and he come to St. Mark 

church and meet the pastor of the church, Pastor Keith Schroeder. He told 

Pastor Keith Schroerder and he confesses that he is the real killer of senior 

high school cheerleader Nicole Yarber and Donte Drumm not at all guilty of 

it.   
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Pastor Keith Schroerder and Travis Boyette trying to save Donte 

Drumm of death, by assisted a formidable lawyer Robbie Flak. Donte and his 

families never gave up seeking justice fairest and to prove that Donte Drumm 

is innocence.  

The writer discovered four reasons why the writer chooses The 

Confession as the research. The first is the character characterization; the 

second plot of the novel, the third is the present of victimization in it, and last 

is the subject matter.  

The first reason is the character characterization. The first interesting 

character is Travis Boyette as a major character, and the second character is 

Donte Drumm. The first, Travis Boyette,  is a very lucky guy. In 1998 he 

kidnaps, rapes, and kills a cheerleader at Slone named Nicole Yarber, a small 

town in East Texas. He was surprised when the police catch and punish 

Donte Drumm and making it the convicted person to die. Nine years have 

passed Travis Boyette who gets parole for other criminal cases and he claims 

to be suffering from terminal brain cancer and carries a cane because of an 

apparent limp. It turns out the tumor is not malignant and the cane is there for 

protection in his half way house. He has spent more than half of his 44 years 

in prisons. Second character is Donte Drumm; he is a star on the high school 

football team and loved by the girls. His potential and ambition inspire 

jealously in Joey Gamble who ever rejected by Nicole, takes him out on 

Donte. Joey Gamble gives false testimony to the police with an anonymous 

phone call. When the police take Donte Drumm for questioning, police and 

detectives forced him to admit the mistakes he had never done and it make 

him jailed for the next nine years and convicted person to die. 

The second reason is the novel has an interesting plot that shows the 

story from beginning until the end. The author tells how difficult the 

situations that must be passed by the characters. This story is very stressful 

and able to make the reader more curious and they do not want to stop 

reading this novel.  
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The third reason is the novel raised victimization as its theme and the 

writer wants to know more about victimization in America. There are lots of 

injustices in it, and as a result has many victims had to die for the mistakes 

that they did not do. This is a questionable legal function and legal nature of 

the truth. 

The last is the subject matter. The Confession is an interesting novel. 

The image on the character of the story makes this novel felt more live and 

has real soul. It can give the writer and the reader more inspirations, 

awareness to social condition and think of problem solving to solve the social 

problem.  

Based on the illustration above, the writer is interested to analyze this 

novel by using sociological approach entitled Victimization reflected in 

John Grisham’s The Confession Novel (2010): A Sociological Approach. 

 

 

B. Problem Statement 

Considering the background above, the main problem in this research is 

How victimization reflected in John Grisham’s The Confession? Based on 

the problem statement above the writer formulates the research questions as 

follows: 

1. What are the characteristic of victimization in the novel? 

2. How many types of victimization are there in the novel? 

3. What are the causes of victimization in the novel? 

4. What is the impact of victimization toward for the characters in the 

novel? 

5. Why did John Grisham address victimization in his novel? 

 

C. Objectives of The Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the writer formulates the 

objective of the study as follows: 
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1. To identify the characteristic of victimization using Sociological 

Approach. 

2. To classify victimization based on John Grisham novel The Confession. 

3. To describe the causes of victimization which is illustrated in John 

Grisham’s The Confession. 

4. To describe the impact of victimization towards the main character in the 

novel The Confession. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing victimization in John 

Grisham’s The Confession (2010) novel on Sociological Approach. 

 

E. Benefits of the Study 

After analyzing the problem, this research is expected to give some 

benefits of the study as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This study is expected to give contribution, benefits, and information to 

the larger body of knowledge particularly the literary study in John 

Grisham’s the Confession.  

 

2. Practical Benefit 

The writer expects that this research will give significant benefit in the 

form of information, especially for students of English Department who 

manage themselves to increase their knowledge in analyzing The 

Confession novel by using sociological approach.  

 

F. Paper of Organization  

The research paper organization of “VICTIMIZATION REFLECTED 

IN JOHN GRISHAM’S THE CONFESSION novel (2010): 

SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH” is as follows:  
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 Chapter I is introductions which presents Background of the study,  

Problem Statement, Objective of the Study, Benefit of the Study, and last is 

Research Paper of Organization.  

Chapter II is Literature Review which is consists of Underlying Theory 

that is presents Sociological of Literature, Type of sociological Theory and 

Previous Study.  

Chapter III is Research Method that is discuss about Type of the Study, 

Object of the study, Type of the Data and the Data Source, Technique of 

Data Collection,and Technique of Data Analysis. 

Chapter IV is analysis of the confession novel. 

Chapter V contains of conclusion and suggestion of the research. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


