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ABSTRACT 

 
 
 This study is written to find out the language used and the types of Teacher Talk in teaching and learning process 
at SMA N 2 Klaten. The aims of this study are: (1) to describe the languages of teacher talk used in English teaching and 
learning process, (2) the dominant language of Teacher Talk, (3) the types of Teacher Talk (4) the dominant type of Teacher 
Talk in English teaching and learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten 2015/2016 academic years. This research was conducted 
through descriptive qualitative method, especially naturalistic study in analyzing the data. A Foreign Language Interaction 
Analysis (FLINT) from Moskowitzt was used to analyze the data. In order to gather the data, this study used two methods 
of collecting, they were: observation, recording and interview. 

The result of the study showed that there are five language used in Teacher Talk during English teaching and 
learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten. The kind of language used in Teacher Talk are: English, Indonesia language, Javanese, 
Arabic language, and Mix language. English was the dominant language during teaching and learning process at SMA N 2 
Klaten. The teacher tried to use English as much as possible. There are some types of teacher talk are used by the teachers, 
such as deals with feelings, praises or encourages, jokes, uses ideas of students, repeats student response verbatim, asks questions, 
gives information, corrects without rejection, gives direction, criticizes student behaviour, criticizes student response, and greetings. 
Asks question and gives information are the dominant types in teacher’s way of conducting teaching and learning activities. It 
proven by the percentage of these types that takes up 39% times to asks question and 22% times to gives information. 

The conclusion of this research is that the English teacher at SMA N 2 Klaten used various language and types 
on teacher talk. The teacher used types 4 (asks question) to increase interaction during teaching and learning process. The 
teacher used English as much as possible in order to improve the students’ ability. Various language and type of teacher talk 
can make the student interested in English teaching-learning process. 
 
 
Keywords: Teacher Talk, English as Foreign Language, Foreign Language Interaction Analysis, Non-Native Speaker, 

Second Language Acquisition. 

 
 
 
ABSTRAK 

 

 
 Penelitian ini ditulis untuk mengetahui penggunaan bahasa dan tipe-tipe Ucapan Guru dalam proses belajar-
mengajar di SMA N 2 Klaten. Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah: (1) untuk mendeskripsikan bahasa dari Ucapan Guru 
yang digunakan guru dalam proses belajar mengajar bahasa Inggris, (2) dominan bahasa dari Ucapan Guru, (3) tipe-tipe 
Ucapan Guru (4) dominan tipe dari Ucapan Guru dalam proses belajar-mengajar bahasa Inggris di SMA N 2 Klaten 
tahun ajaran 2015/2016. Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan metode deskriptif kualitatif, khususnya studi naturalistik dalam 
menganalisis data. Foreign Language Interaction Analysis (FLINT) dari Moskowitzt digunakan untuk menganalisis data. 
Dalam rangka untuk mengumpulkan data, penelitian ini menggunakan dua metode pengumpulan, yaitu: observasi, rekaman 
dan wawancara. 

Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa ada lima bahasa yang digunakan dalam Ucapan Guru selama proses 
belajar-mengajar bahasa Inggris di SMA N 2 Klaten. Jenis bahasa yang digunakan di Ucapan Guru: Inggris, bahasa 
Indonesia, Jawa, bahasa Arab, dan bahasa Campuran. Bahasa Inggris adalah dominan bahasa yang duganakan selama 
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proses belajar-mengajar di SMA N 2 Klaten. Guru mencoba untuk menggunakan bahasa Inggris sebanyak mungkin. Ada 
beberapa tipe Ucapan Guru yang digunakan oleh guru, seperti deals with feelings, praises or encourages, jokes, uses ideas of 
students, repeats student response verbatim, asks questions, gives information, corrects without rejection, gives direction, criticizes 
student behaviour, criticizes student response, and greetings. Asks question dan gives information adalah dominan tipe dalam 
cara guru menjalankan kegiatan belajar mengajar. Ini terbukti dengan persentase tipe yang tersebut, 39% waktu digunakan 
untuk asks question dan 22% waktu digunakan untuk gives information. 

Kesimpulan dari penelitian ini adalah Guru bahasa Inggris di SMA N 2 Klaten menggunakan berbagai bahasa 
dan jenis dari Ucapan Guru. Guru digunakan tipe 4 (asks question) untuk meningkatkan interaksi selama proses belajar-
mengajar. guru menggunakan bahasa Inggris sebanyak mungkin dalam rangka meningkatkan kemampuan siswa. Berbagai 
bahasa dan jenis pembicaraan guru dapat membuat siswa tertarik dalam proses belajar-mengajar bahasa Inggris 
 
 
Kata kunci: Teacher Talk, English as Foreign Language, Foreign Language Interaction Analysis, Non-Native Speaker, 

Second Language Acquisition 
 
 
 
 

1. INTRODUCTION 
Language is primarily a tool of communication. In everyday life, people use language to interact, to 

transfer their ideas or thoughts, and feelings to each other both in spoken and written forms. Indonesia is 

multilingual country, which more than 700 languages were spoken throughout Indonesia. As a Multilingual 

country, there are several languages which exist to communicate with other people. First is the mother 

language or local language (e.g. Javanese, Sundanese, Betawi, Balinese, etc.). This language is used to 

communicate among people with the same ethnic and linguistic background. Second is Indonesia language, 

a national language used to communicate with other people from different ethnic and linguistic background. 

Third is foreign language. There are two foreign languages which take a major portion in Indonesia. They 

are English and Arabic language. Arabic language is a religious language among the Moslem, this language 

exist because Indonesia has the largest majority of Muslim. The last is English, this language is global lingua 

franca which uses to communicate and make a connection with people around the world.  

From the seventeenth century, British began to extend their language over the word. It made English 

become a global lingua Francis. Most people use English to communicate among people with different 

background of language from many parts of the world. In order to keep up, every human needs to learn 

English as a foreign or second language. In Indian, Malaysia, Pakistan, Philippine, and many countries, 

which constitute former British colony, uses English in nature circumstances as a second language. While 

In Indonesia, English was used to communicate in special occasion (e.g. language teaching and learning). 

Learning foreign language is an important component of global competitiveness and beyond that to face 

global competency. The main goal of learning language is to communicate in the target language. Learning 

another language is not only learning different words for the same thing but it can help to understand how 

other people think. Teaching and learning language process in the classroom build the learners to become 

independent thinkers in problem-solvers and self-directed to communicative in the real situation. The ability 

to uses language affectively can increase the quality of the learners thinking and the quality of their life.  

In Indonesia, English is the fisrt language which taught as a compulsory subject in the junior and 

senior high school, including the vocational school, even in some university level. In the early stage, English 

is also taught in many elementary schools as local contents. The classroom is the main place where the 

learner can practice and mastery their English or target language. During in the teaching-learning process, 

the teacher plays an important role in the classroom. A good teacher usually do everything that makes the 

classroom be active to communicate includes develop the good interaction with the learner. According to 

Sinclair & Brazil (1982), teachers usually do three things: telling things to students, getting students to do 

and say things, evaluating the things that students do and say. The three things above can make the learner 

get success in the teaching-learning process. Thus, in language classroom which is highly interaction, the 

teacher used their talk to transferring the knowledge to their learner. Talk provides comprehensible 
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information and expresses the positive attitude to their student with the aims to achieve the objective of 

teaching. It can be known that teacher talk is a crucial part that can affect students’ language acquisition.  

The significant of Teacher Talk, has been seriously investigated in this study. Rod Ellis (1985) claims 

that Teacher Talk is the special language that teachers use when addressing L2 learners in the classroom. 

Moreover, the students get more language input from teacher talk. Teacher talk can offer useful and 

applicable language practice which gives benefit to the learner. Both teacher and learner used their talk to 

interact with one another. Cannot be denied that the words teacher talk and the attitudes when interacting 

with the learner can influence student outcomes.  

Krashen and Tarrel (1983) also point out that Teacher Talk may be regarded in a sense as Foreign 

Talk in the second language acquisition. The term foreigner talk was introduced by Ferguson (1968), though 

that Foreign Talk is one of the varieties of simplified form of speech that is used by native speakers while 

talking to foreigners. In Indonesia as a multilingual country, the English language is taught by non-native 

speakers of English and quite probable that the teacher (non-native speaker of English) will perform more 

than one language in the classroom. Some characteristics of foreigner talk may emerge in the speech of the 

non-native speaker of English, even in the classroom situation. Thus, it make the Teacher Talk in Indonesia 

was interested to investigate.  

During the English teaching-learning at SMA N 2 Klaten, the teacher modifier their talk in order to 

make more comprehensible to the students. But, teacher talk still dominance in the classroom. Some 

students are still silent during the classroom and have some troubles in used English. There are several 

techniques to stimulate and raise the spirit of the student to be active in the classroom. Sometimes the 

teacher initiated, encouraged, and asked their learner to make them take a part in classroom interaction. In 

order to make their talk intelligible, the teacher also uses multilingualism in English teaching learning 

process. Multilingualism is the use of two or more language. As a non-native speaker, the teacher uses 

English as language targets and use mother language, Indonesian or Javanese, as the intermediate language 

in English teaching learning process. By using Indonesian as the intermediate language, it does not make 

the teacher dominant to use the Indonesian language in the classroom.  

In the field of English Foreign Language classroom, a number of studies have investigated the 

phenomenon of Foreign Talk which can be classified into different types based on the environment of 

Foreign Talk production and the roles of classroom interaction. Whereas some studies (Chaudron, 1982; 

Downes, 1981; Hakansson, 1986; Henzl, 1973, 1979; Mannon, 1986; Moskowitz 1971) have focused on 

finding characteristics of teachers’ talk to Non Native Speakers that have effects on foreign learners’ 

comprehension and learning. FLINT (Foreign Language Interaction) framework developed by Moskowitz 

(1971) was used to identify the types of Teacher Talk in this study. This model helpful in developing 

interactive language teaching (Brown (2001:177). Therefore, based on the elaboration above the current 

study was interested in finding out the phenomena of language used in Teacher Talk, the dominant language 

used, the types of Teacher Talk and the dominant types of teacher talk in English teaching and learning 

process at SMA N 2 Klaten.  

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 
Lincoln and Guba as cited in Meleong (2004:6) stated that one of the characteristics of qualitative 

study is descriptive. Therefore, a qualitative method in the form of descriptive design was employed in this 

study which aims to describe the teacher talk phenomena in the classroom during English teaching-learning 

process at SMA N 2 Klaten. Nunan (1992:4) suggests that qualitative methods, concern with the 

understanding of human behaviour from the actor’s own frame of reference, exploratory, descriptive and 

process-oriented. Since the current study was investigated a process which involved human behaviour in 

the natural setting, this study used the qualitative study. 

Naturalistic inquiry was adopted to investigate teacher talk in classroom without manipulation and 

treatment. Naturalistic study is often concerned as an ethnographic study through observation. According 

to Schatzman and Strauss (as cited in Fauziati (2009, p. 253) ethnographic research is detectable as 
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naturalistic research in the sense that this study is conducted through observation. Ethnographic study is 

proves a description about human behaviour and cultural description. As naturalistic study, this study was 

not used experiment to get the finding. This study also investigates about human behaviour of Teacher Talk 

and cultural of languages was used by teacher.  

 

 
3. FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

The research focuses on the question problem statement that are: (1) on the language used in 

Teacher Talk, (2) the dominant language used in Teacher Talk, (3) the categories of Teacher Talk based on 

the language used and (4) the dominant category of teacher talk used by English teacher during teaching-

learning process.   

 

3.1 The Language Used in Teacher Talk at SMA N 2 Klaten. 

This study found that there are five language used in Teacher Talk during English teaching and 

learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten. The kind of language used in Teacher Talk are: English, Indonesia 

language, Javanese, Arabic language, and Mix language 

 

3.1.1 English Language  

In Indonesia English is a foreign language and also the first foreign language which is taught as 

compulsory subject. English language is a target language which is supposed to be spoken in the classroom. 

As a target language, the teachers often used full English to ask question, giving direction, and praises or 

encourages. Once in a while, the teacher used English to gives information. Some extract below shows the 

conversation where the teacher used English as media of instruction:  

Extract 1: 

Obs.2/001-003/E/SW/X-IPS2 T : Good morning everyone? 

 S : good morning sir 

 T : miss would you please to tell me, where your friend 

behind you?  

 S : Hendi  

 T : Hendi? Where are being now?  

 S : pray pray 

The conversation in extract 1 shows that teacher used English in the opening meeting by delivering 

routine greeting. The teacher used a formulaic expression that goes in daily activity. The teacher used 

familiar and simply vocabulary. By uses English the teacher prompts the student to practice to speak 

English. As stated by the teachers, they used English as much as possible in the classroom.  

“Kalo saya dikatan sering ya sering menggunakan Bahasa inggris di kelas,”  

   (SW, 1st interview, January 28th, 2016) 

 

3.1.2 Indonesia Language  

In this study found that the teacher used Indonesia language. The teacher often used Indonesia 

language as translation to explain the meanings, gives information, grammar, and sometimes to giving 

motivation. Some extract below shows the conversation where the teacher used Indonesia language as 

media of instruction: 

Extract 2: 

Obs.6/160/I/SW/X-IPS2 T : On our neighbor’s door.  

 S : dipintu tetangga 

 T : Dipintu tetangga.  
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Extract 3: 

Obs.6/231/I/SW/X-IPS2 S : sehingga zodiac ada duabelas, karena menempati 

tigapuluh derajat dan dimulai dari itu tadi, yang dekat 

dengan ekuator, Paragraf selanjutnya, yang biasa dikenal 

dengan nama titik aries. 

The conversation in extract 5 shows that the teacher used Indonesian as translation to explain the 

meaning of the new vocabulary. So, the students can understand as well as possible a new vocabulary. The 

teachers often used Indonesia language to convey the meaning and check the meaning of the new 

vocabulary. Indonesian was also used to give some information, in extract 6 show that the teacher gave an 

explanation about the zodiac. Sometimes the teacher uses Indonesian to make the student more confident 

to answer their question. In additional, according to the teachers statement, used Indosiean could help the 

students get a better understanding about the material. 

“pada penjelasn saya menderung menggunakan Bahasa Indonesia apalagi penjelasan grammar.” 

(SW, 1st interview, January 28th, 2016) 

“Iya, Bahasa Indonesia pasti membantu banget ya” 

(SW, 2nd interview, January 28th, 2016) 

 

3.1.3 Javanese Language  

Javanese is a local language which spoken in Yogyakarta, central Java and east Java by each dialect. 

By using Javanese language it means that the teacher contributing to preservation of local culture. They are 

aware to inserting Javanese in order to develop the students’ awareness of local culture. The students’ need 

to know about the English language and western culture but the must be aware in their own culture. Some 

extract below shows the conversation where the teacher used Javanese language as media of instruction: 

Extract 4: 

Obs.2/055/J/SW/X-IPS2   T : Now the question, who is Dewi Amba?  

 S : [Silent, the students seemed confused] 

 T : Dewi Amba jan-jane sopo to?   

The conversation in extract 4 shows before the teacher uses Javanese, he asking the question by uses 

English but the student was silent and seemed confused. Subsequently, the teacher uses Javanese in order 

to make the student more understand what the question means. The teacher also uses Javanese, because he 

lived in Java and teacher’s habit to use Javanese in him society. So, they indeed to influence his language 

skill at school.   

3.1.4 Arabic Language  

Indonesia is a country which has the largest majority of Muslim. Arabic language is religious language 

concerned with Islam understanding. Jones (1878) mentions there are some 2750 Indonesian words derived 

from Arabic. All of the participants of the study is a Muslim. The teacher used this language to communicate 

among Muslims, especially in the class which has a largest population of Muslim. The extract below shows 

the conversation where the teacher used Arabic language: 

Extract 5 

Obs.4/001/A/N/XI-MIPA5 T : Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi wabarakatuh 

 S : Wa’alaikumsalam warahmatullahi wabarakatuh 

In the extract 5, the teacher usually open her classroom with “Assalamu’alaikum warahmatullahi 

wabarakatuh” is a greeting in Arabic that the means “Peace be upon you.” This greeting is a standard 

salutation among Muslims. 
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3.1.5 Mix Language  

Mixed language is language that combines two language or more in the grammatical and lexical 

element. Mix langugae occurs when substitute a word or phrase from one language with a word or phrase 

from another language. The teachers know that their student’s skill in English language is still low, so that 

the teacher performs mix language. 

Extract 6 

Obs.6/087/M/SW/X-IPS2 T : The promise not to married, in this life, not to married long 

is life and you although he want the competition the price for 

Abiyasa. Jadi dia sudah janji tidak akan memberikan, tapi kalo 

menang hadiahnya buat Abiyasa. But, the other two daughter agree 

to married with Abiyasa except Amba. Amba do not agree to 

married with Abiyasa 

Extract 7 

Obs.1/022/M/SW/X-MIPA3 T : Verb one, Sekarang dilihat subjectnya, kalo subject nya I, You, we, 

they, subject plus o follow by verb one. Subject he, she, it plus 

object follow by verb one plus s or es. 

The Student who does not understand the language perform by the teacher will be passive. Then the 

teacher overcomes the problem by switches into Javanese, Indonesia, and Arabic language. In extract 13, 

in the beginning the teacher used English to explain material and giving information. While in the middle 

of lecturing, the teacher used Indonesian to give explicit explanation. Then use English again to close the 

explanation. In extract 14, the teacher used mix language to teach the grammar rules. Therefore, it can help 

the student get a better understanding of these grammar rules. All description above was supported by the 

teacher statement: 

“Combines not pure English and not totally Indonesian. Dan terkadang mood juga dan suasana kelas 

imposible for us to speak English totally and imposible to speak english in the class for fulltime, saya 

juga tidak akan memaksakan” 

(SW, 1st interview, January 28th, 2016) 

“Iya mengunakan bahsa inggris ya separo-separo, kadang kalo full English sok kadang anak tu susah memahami 

disamping saya sendiri jarang menggunakan Bahasa inggris sebagai habit dan kebiasan ya campur-campur dengan 

bahasa Indonesia.” 

       (SW, 2nd interview, January 28th, 2016) 

 

3.2 The Dominant of Language Used in Teacher Talk 
 

The study found that English language is the dominant language during teaching and learning 

process at SMA N 2 Klaten. The teachers took 43% times to use English as media of instruction, while mix 

language took 29% times to use Mix language, 25% times the teachers used Indonesia. Then, 2% times the 

teacher used their mother language, Javanese. The last, 1% times the teachers used Arab as their religion 

language. The teacher use English language as much as possible even though the teacher in this study were 

all non-native speakers 
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3.3 The Types of Teacher Talk based on The Language Used 

The table below shows there are 1162 utterances was produced by the teacher. Nevertheless, the 
teacher talk types seem to be variated in the first and second teacher. 

 Types of Teacher Talk F % 

F
L

IN
T

  
T

h
eo

ry
 

1 Deals with feelings 4 0.5% 

2 Praises or encourages 53 4.5% 

3 Jokes 10 1% 

4 Uses ideas of students 93 8% 

5 Repeats student response verbatim 37 3% 

6 Asks questions 458 39.4% 

7 Gives information 248 21% 

8 Corrects without rejection 27 2.4% 

9 Gives direction 201 17.3% 

10 Directs pattern drills 0 0% 

11 Criticizes student behaviour 14 1.3% 

12 Criticizes student response 6 0.5% 

Ne New 

types 
13. Greetings 11 1.1% 

Total data 1162 100% 

 
 

In analysed the types of Teacher talk in English teaching and learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten, 

this current study applied the Foreign Language Interaction Analysis (FLINT) Theory. According to 

FLINT’s theory there were 12 categories of Teacher Talk; deals with feelings, praises or encourages, jokes, 

uses ideas of students, repeats student response verbatim, asks questions, gives information, corrects 

without rejection, gives direction, directs pattern drills, criticizes student behaviour, and criticizes student 

response.  

In this current study found that there are 12 types of teacher talk in SMA N 2 Klaten, they are:  deals 

with feelings, praises or encourages, jokes, uses ideas of students, repeats student response verbatim, asks 

questions, gives information, corrects without rejection, gives direction, criticizes student behaviour, 

criticizes student response, and greetings. This study found there were 11 types of teacher talk based on 

English
43%

Indonesia
25%

Java
2%

Arab
1%

Mix Language
29%

THE DOMINACE OF LANGUAGE USES

English Indonesia Java Arab Mix Language
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FLINT’s theory. However, the finding of this study add new categories which not belonging to FLINT’s 

theory.  

 
3.4 The Dominance Types of Teacher Talk 

 

This current study found that asks question and gives information are the dominant types in 

teacher’s way of conducting teaching and learning activities. It proven by the percentage of these types that 

takes up 39% times to asks question and 22% times to gives information. The teachers took 39% times to 

use asks question and 22% times to gives information. 

 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

This study found that there are five languages used in Teacher Talk during English teaching and 

learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten. The kind of language used in Teacher Talk are: English, Indonesia 

language, Javanese, Arabic language, and Mixed language. The study found that English language is the 

dominant language during teaching and learning process at SMA N 2 Klaten. The teachers took 43% times 

to use English as media of instruction.  

This current study aslo found that there are 12 types of teacher talk in SMA N 2 Klaten. They are:  

deals with feelings, praises or encourages, jokes, uses ideas of students, repeats student response verbatim, 

asks questions, gives information, corrects without rejection, gives direction, criticizes student behaviour, 

criticizes student response, and greetings. Asks question and gives information are the dominant types in 

teacher’s way of conducting teaching and learning activities. It proven by the percentage of these types that 

takes up 39% times to asks question and 22% times to gives information. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Type 1, 0,40%

Type 2; 4,50%

Type 2a; 1% Type 3; 8% Type 3a; 3%

Type 4; 39%

Type 5; 22%Type 5a; 2,40%

Type 6; 17,40%

Type 6a; 0%

Type 7; 1,20%

Type 7a; 0,60%

Type 0, 0,50%

The Percentage of Each Types of Teacher Talk for 6 Meetings 

Type 1

Type 2

Type 2a

Type 3

Type 3a

Type 4

Type 5

Type 5a

Type 6

Type 6a

Type 7

Type 7a

Type 0
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