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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background  

 As the beginner of English learners, Elementary School students of 

SDN Jetis II Sragen have very limited knowledge of English which 

sometimes create some problems in learning process, especially 

pronunciation. Firstly, a generate pronunciation problem exists when the 

learner has difficulty in making the required sounds to imitate. As the 

researcher has observed, they tend to have problems in pronouncing the 

sounds [∫] as in “sheep”, [t∫] as in “teacher”, [ð ] as in “ than” , [θ] as in “ 

three” in which these do not exist in  Bahasa Indonesia. Secondly, a 

pronunciation problem occurs when the sound is not really difficult as such, 

but the learner is misled by the spelling. For example, the word “ up” [٨] , “ 

wool” [ u ] , “ three” [ i:] , “ black” [æ] , “ sky” [ ai ] are not pronounced as 

they are written, so learning pronunciation is not easy for students.  

 Since elementary school students are considered children, some 

people assume that children learn languages faster than adults (Hetherington 

and Parke, 1979). So teaching English in Elementary School especially 

pronunciation is different from teaching to the higher level.  

According to Clack and Clark (1995:20), elementary school students 

are children who still like playing, so the teacher is expected to be 

imaginative and creative in developing their teaching techniques to make 
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the English lesson more existing. Allen (2000:14) states that teaching 

English to beginner needs particular techniques. There are many ways of 

teaching English to young learners, but the most important aspect to teach 

English is building their motivation to learn the language. The technique 

should make them feel that they need English and make them think that 

English is a very interesting subject to learn. One way to arise their 

enthusiasm is by using tracking. Tracking can be used as a technique of self 

learning. It is one of the techniques of teaching pronunciation. Tracking 

here means teaching pronunciation to the students by using video or audio 

recording (Murphy, 1994: 119). 

 As an attractive technique, student will feel engage in the English 

tutoring. By using tracking, the students not only know how the words are 

written but also learn how to pronounce them especially after listening and 

watching the video. Moreover, learning English through video can be 

affective to assist pronunciation, since the students can directly get the 

knowledge on how to pronounce the words from the video they hear and 

watch. When students learn in enjoyable situation they will digest the lesson 

easily. 

  The researcher has been allowed by the teacher to teach 

pronunciation by using tracking. There is also collaboration   between the 

researcher and the teacher in implementing the tracking. The teacher helps 

the researcher to observe the students during the researcher doing the 

implementation of tracking. 
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 Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in 

conducting a research about” IMPROVING STUDENTS 

PRONUNCIATION BY USING TRACKING AT THE THIRD GRADE 

STUDENTS OF SDN JETIS II SRAGEN.  

  

B. Problem Limitation 

  To make the problem easy to be discussed deeply, the writer focuses 

the problem as follows: 

1. The subjects in this research are the third grade students of SDN Jetis II 

Sragen. The researcher focuses on the students’ ability in pronouncing 

the word with the appropriate vowel sound.  

2. The researcher uses British Pronunciation  

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study the problems are stated as 

follows: 

1. How is the implementation of tracking to improve the students’ 

pronunciation? 

2. Does tracking improve the students’ pronunciation? 

3. What are the students’ responses on the implementation of tracking? 
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D. Objective of the Research 

 This research is aimed at: 

1. describing the implementation of tracking to improve the students’ 

pronunciation at the third grade students of SDN Jetis II Sragen. 

2. describing the students’ improvement  

3. describing the students’ responses on the implementation of tracking 

 

E. Advantages of the Research 

 This research has two advantages as follows: 

 1. Theoretical benefit 

  a. This research contributes to linguistics, particularly language 

teaching and phonology 

  b. It can be used as the reference for the next researcher 

 2. Practical Benefits 

  a. The result will help the teacher increasing the students’ 

pronunciation 

  b. The result will help the students in increasing their pronunciation 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

  The researcher organizes this research paper by dividing into five 

chapters in order to make it easily understood. Each of them is concern with 

different issues but it is related to each other. 

Chapter one is introduction. This chapter includes background, 

problem limitation, problem statement, objective of the research, advantages 

of the research, and research paper organization. 

Chapter Two is underlying theory, which consists of English 

Sound System, the notion of pronunciation, the principle of teaching 

pronunciation, conceptual framework and action hypothesis, and indicator. 

Chapter Three is research method. This chapter deals with type of 

the research, object of the research, subject of the research , data and data 

source,  method of collecting data, technique of data analysis. 

Chapter Four is results and discussion and chapter five is the 

conclusion and suggestion. 

 

    

   

 

 

 

 

 




