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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study  

English as a subject matter in school covers the four basic language 

skills; speaking, listening, reading, and writing. In every subject, students’ 

learning activities involve reading. Reading is one of the complex ways in 

learning English. Reading is important for every body in order to cope with 

new knowledge in their changing world of technological age. The existence 

of the importance of reading will hopefully continue to increase in the years 

to come. Nevertheless, there are still some people who never have much 

initial interest or lasting interest in book and readings, so they cannot access 

to reading activities and reading programs.  

English and Indonesian language are different. There is guarantee that 

the students who have a good understanding of English text, they will be 

easier to follow the lesson and get better achievement. When the student are 

reading Indonesian text they have mastered vocabulary and the structural 

system, but when they are reading English text, there are demanded to have 

adequate knowledge of the target language which has different system. 

Reading comprehension involves a variety of skills, which are a key to 

compare the text. Based on the description above, students should have 

1 



 2

mastery of reading skill. Good achievement in reading comprehension is 

important to the students. They will get many information and ideas which 

can enrich the students’ vocabulary and knowledge. 

Teaching reading is the instaneous recognition of various written 

symbols, simultaneous association of these symbols with existing knowledge, 

and comprehension of the information and communicative ideas. It explains 

that teaching reading is the combination of world recognition, intellect, and 

emotion interrelated with prior knowledge to understand the message 

communicated (Goodman, 1976; Smith, 1982). Considering the needs of 

mastering reading is one of the ways for mastering English, Harmer (2002: 

39) sates that reading is taught from elementary school to university by using 

many kinds of method applied by English teacher. Teaching reading for 

adolescent learners or junior high school students must be different from 

elementary school. It is because of their characteristics of psychological 

background. Peer approval may be considerably more important for the 

students than the attention of the teacher which, for younger children, is so 

crucial (Harmer, 2002: 39). So it is so important for considering their 

classmates as the motivation in deep learning of improving teaching learning 

process of reading. Harmer (2002: 39) states that students must be encouraged 

to respond to text and situations with their own thoughts and experience, 

rather than just by answering questions and doing abstract learning activities. 

English teacher must give them tasks which they are able to do, rather than 

risk humiliating them.   
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Based on the observation, the writer found the problem faced by the 

teacher of SMPN 3 Kartasura in teaching reading to the second year students. 

The problem is the students are bored with the conventional or traditional 

method used by teacher in teaching them reading subject. Conventional 

method usually makes student passive so this method is not interesting. 

Wichadee (2003: 3) states that teacher centered approach taking place in 

traditional classrooms do not produce active recipients and result in fossilized 

language learning. It is not effective enough to promote language acquisition.  

Let us see the result of teaching reading to the second year students of 

SMPN 3 Kartasura: 

The students study at school everyday from Monday 
to Saturday. They do not go to school on Sunday because it is 
holiday. The school begins and finishes at the same time. 
Then the students must get ready at school to study several 
time minutes before. They must not be late. They must come 
early. And they must go home together when the school 
finishes. 

The students in the same classroom have the same 
subject timetable. We also call it as lesson schedule. Every 
classroom has different lesson schedule, for example VII A 
has an English lesson on the third and forth periods, but VII B 
has an Indonesian lesson and Mathematics on the third and 
forth periods on Monday. 

In the afternoon the students can choose the extra 
activity they like. They can choose in sport activities like 
football, volleyball, basketball or in self defend like karate, 
and taekwondo. Even they can join in scout, dancing, singing, 
music, drama, or English club, and so on. 

 
From the text above, there were ten questions that must be answered 

by the students. From these questions, there were three questions that make 
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the students felt difficult to answer (number 2, 3, and 4). From the 44 students 

of class VIII F, almost all of the students doing the wrong answer. 

Let us see the questions of number 2, 3, and 4; 

2. The synonym of subject timetable is…  
A. Itinerary 
B. Object 

C. Lesson schedule 
D. Lesson plan 

 
3. Biology, Physics, Religion, and Arts are the names of… 

A. subject 
B. object  

C. classroom 
D. teacher 

 
4. The following is extra activity for the students. That is… 

A. Indonesian class 
B. scout 

C. mathematics 
D. civics 

 
The first question is number 2, the students’ answer is B. The answer 

is wrong, while the right answer is C. In this case, the researcher can see that 

the students give answer based on whatever comes to their mind, whereas the 

text gives clear information in paragraph 2 lines 2. The next question is 

number 3. The students’ answer is B, while the right answer is A. Students 

should use their logical to answer it. The last question is number 4. The 

students’ answer is C, while the right answer is B. That is clear in the 

paragraph 3 line 4. It is because, the students did not read the text carefully. 

From the explanation above, the researcher can saw that the general 

problem faced by the students are they did not mastered the vocabulary and 

they read the text not carefully, just read at a glance. Besides, when teacher 

teaches reading subject, the explanation is not clear. It makes the students are 

less motivated to learn in the classroom, be passive, and not interesting.  
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Based on the problem above, the researcher makes collaboration with 

the English teacher to discover the appropriate method in teaching reading to 

the second year students of junior high school and carried out the classroom 

action research in applying the method in the class. Short Story is one of the 

simplest of cooperative learning to overcome the problem above. It is the way 

to give stimulus for the students to be motivated to learn so that they will be 

able to read better and get better achievement. Teaching reading will be easier 

and interesting because in this way the teacher gives the students a short story 

and the teacher gives explanation about it. 

Based on the explanation above, teaching reading should encourage 

the students’ ability in expressing the idea, so that the teaching learning 

process of reading will result the better students achievement of reading. The 

researcher is interested in the real implementation of teaching reading using 

short story so that the writer will conduct the research entitled IMPROVING 

STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION USING RECOUNT 

SHORT STORY AT THE SECOND YEAR OF SMPN 3 KARTASURA 

IN 2008/2009 ACADEMIC YEAR. 

 

B. Problem Statement 

Based on the background above, the problem of the study can be 

formulated as follows: 

1. How is the implementation of teaching reading using recount short story to 

the second year students of SMPN 3 Kartasura? 
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2. What is the result of teaching reading using recount short story to the 

second year students of SMPN 3 Kartasura? 

3. How is the students response to the method implemented? 

C. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are;  

1. To describe the implementation of teaching reading by using recount short 

story to the second year students of SMPN 3 Kartasura. 

2. To know the result of teaching reading by using recount short story to the 

second year students of SMPN 3 Kartasura. 

3. To know the students’ response to the method implemented. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

Based on the problem of the study above, the researcher limits the 

study on the teaching reading using short story especially in comprehending 

recount text. The population of this research is the second year students of 

SMP N 3 Kartasura in 2008/2009 Academic Year. 

 

E. Benefit of the Study 

The writer hopes that this research will have some benefits in the 

study of English especially in teaching reading skill. There are two kinds of 

benefits in this research, those are;  
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1. Theoretically 

a. The result of this research can be used as an input in teaching learning 

process especially in reading comprehension. 

b. The result of this study can be used to improve the quality of teaching 

learning reading. 

2. Practically 

a. The process of this study will be useful for teacher in teaching 

learning reading. 

b. The result of the study can add the amount of the research especially 

reading study. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

In order to give the guidance for the writer and the readers in reading 

the research paper, the writer makes an outline about the contents of the 

research as follows: 

 Chapter I is introduction. It covers the background of the study, 

problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the study, benefit of 

the study and research paper organization. 

Chapter II is review of related literature. It consists of previous study, 

notion of reading, teaching reading, principles of teaching reading, reading 

technique, notion of reading comprehension, level of comprehension, 

component of reading comprehension, technique of teaching reading 

comprehension, and short story. 
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Chapter III is research method, which deals with the type of the 

research, subject of the study, object of the study, data and data source, 

method of data collection, and technique for analyzing data. 

Chapter IV deals research finding and discussion. The research 

finding consists of the implementation, the result and the response of the 

students in teaching reading using recount short story. 

Chapter V presents conclusions and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




