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SUMMARY 

 

Ristinawatik. A 320040328. A DESCRIPTIVE STUDY ON TEACHING 

VOCABULARY USING GROUP WORK AT THE 7
TH

 YEAR OF SMP 

NEGERI 7 SUKOHARJO. Research Paper. Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta 2008. 
 

 This research aims at describing the teaching English vocabulary process 

by using group work at the 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo, and the problems 

faced by the English teacher. 

 This research is a qualitative study. The data are taken from interview, 

observation and documents analysis. The subjects of the study are the English 

teacher and the students at the 7
th
 year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. The object of the 

study is teaching English vocabulary process by using group work at the 7
th
 year 

of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. 

 This study shows that the teaching English vocabulary process by using 

group work is to improve the vocabulary, and prepare the students to face the 

National Examination or Ujian Akhir National (UAN). The material of teaching 

taught by the teacher is the text book entitled Seize the Day. The procedures of 

classroom activity are: opening, explanation, consultation, practice, presentation, 

judgment, and closing the class. The teacher has several problems in teaching 

English: the class management, limited time, different capability of the student, 

and unstable motivation of the students. 

 

Key word: vocabulary, group work, evaluation, problem   
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Human being living in society need language. It is an important tool 

that helps people make communication among individuals or even nations. 

One of communication ways is to use language. As everybody knows that 

there are more than four thousand languages in the world, and they are 

different one from others. In the modern era, the international language is 

English. English is an international language and now English is the second 

language in school in every country in the world. So, it is very important for 

student to study it.  

Seeing the importance of English, the objective of learning English to 

the 7
th 

year student of SMP is to enable the students to have a means to 

develop their knowledge of science, technology and culture so that they can 

grow up with Indonesian personality. It means Indonesian whose manner and 

behavior in their daily life reflect the values contained in Pancasila.   

In the 7
th 

year of SMP, English is taught as one of local contents. As a 

second language English is learned by the students of 7
th   

junior high school as 

the continuity of the elementary school. 

One of the elements in language that cannot be separated from learning 

English is vocabulary. It is hard to master the four language skills without 

mastering or understanding a number of words, because it is fundamental in 
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language learning. Thus, teaching vocabulary earlier is better than teaching it 

later. Moreover, the general objective of English teaching to the 7
th 

year 

student of SMP is to prepare student to have competitive value in this global 

era and continue English from Elementary School. 

Vocabulary is one of three aspects of language. Together with 

grammar and phonology, it plays an important part in listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. For example, sometimes the students want to say 

something but they do not know how to say it appropriately. Hence, student’s 

vocabulary is one of the most important tasks for English teachers. However, 

teachers often face problems to get new vocabulary easily or especially for the 

teacher how to teach his or her student to study new words easily and cannot 

be easily forgotten. 

In the 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo, the teacher uses group 

works in teaching vocabulary as a technique to implement. Nation (1996: 161-

168) states that group work is one of  activities which can help to create  

dynamic, motivating classes and real learning takes place when the students in 

a relaxed atmosphere, participate in activities that require them to use what 

they have been  drilled on. The teacher said that group work can be extremely 

important approach to vocabulary developmental and to the presentation of 

new ideas. It will increase the probability that to students will learn more, 

retain better what the learn and improve their performance of the skills that 

they are expected to develop. Using group work, students are enthusiastic to 
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follow the vocabulary in English lesson. The teacher combines group work 

approach with classroom activities such as games and small group.     

In this study, the writer is interested in observing teaching vocabulary 

by using group work activity. By using group work, it is expected that the 

teacher will be able to motivate the learners to learn and pay attention to the 

materials, which the teacher presents, so they will not get bored.  

Based on the background, the writer is interested in analyzing a 

teaching English vocabulary. Therefore, the proposal entitled “A 

DESCRIPTIVE STUDY ON TEACHING ENGLISH VOCABULARY 

USING GROUP WORK AT THE 7
th 
YEAR OF SMP NEGERI 7 

SUKOHARJO”. 

 

B. Statement of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study, the writer formulates the 

problem as follows: 

1. How is the process of teaching vocabulary by using group work at the 7
th
 

year of
 
SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo?  

2. What are the problems faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary? 

 

C. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the writer limits her research on teaching vocabulary 

using group work taught by the teacher at the 7
th
 year of

 
SMP Negeri 7 

Sukoharjo.  
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D. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem statements, the objectives of the study are: 

1. to describe the process of teaching vocabulary using group work taught by 

the teacher at the 7
th
 year of

 
SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo. 

2. to describe the problems faced by the teacher in teaching vocabulary. 

  

E. Benefit of the Study 

Writing her research paper on the method of teaching vocabulary using 

group work by the teacher at the 7
th
 year of

 
SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo, the 

writer hopes that her work is beneficial both theoretically and practically. 

1. Theoretically 

a. The result of the research can be used as an input in English teaching 

learning process especially in teaching vocabulary. 

b. The result of the research can be used as the reference for those who 

want to conduct a research in English teaching vocabulary process.  

2. Practically 

a. The result of the research will be useful both for students and teacher 

to reduce the problems and teaching and learning English in teaching 

vocabulary. 

b. Other teachers can adopt this technique. 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

This study is divided into five chapters. The first chapter is 

introduction, which consists of background of study, statement of problem, 

limitation of the study, objective of the study, benefit of the study, research 

paper organization. 

The second chapter is concerned with the review of related literature, 

which consists of the previous research, notion of vocabulary, kinds of 

vocabulary, vocabulary mastery, methods of teaching vocabulary, teaching 

vocabulary using group work, type of group work, procedures of teaching 

vocabulary using group work principles of conducting group work, difficulties 

in vocabulary, the function of group work in teaching vocabulary, and the 

roles of teacher in teaching vocabulary.  

The third chapter deals with research method, which consists of type of 

research, place and time of research, subject of the study, object of the study, 

method of collecting data, data and data source, and technique of analyzing 

data. 

The fourth chapter discusses the result of the research. It consists of 

research finding and discussion.   

The fifth chapter is conclusion and suggestion. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. Previous Study 

In this chapter, the writer presents two previous researches about 

teaching English at junior high school and elementary school. They are 

conducted by Kunsusiyah (1997) and Diah Wulansari (2004). 

The first researcher is Kunsusiyah (1997) with the title of her research 

“Teaching Vocabulary Using Picture and No Picture at MTs Nurul Huda 

Kembang Ampel, Boyolali”. The purpose of her study is to know the result of 

teaching vocabulary by using picture. The research design is experimental 

research. She gave a test to the students to know their vocabulary mastery. The 

scores were obtained from the test and then analyzed by using statistical 

calculation of T-test. The result of her experiment shows that students taught 

vocabulary by using picture have higher score and rise versa. 

The second researcher is Diah Wulansari (2004) who studies teaching 

vocabulary using teaching aid at elementary school in SD Negeri 3 Gumpang, 

Kartosuro. She uses descriptive qualitative research. The aims of her study are 

to know whether or not teaching aid influence the students in learning the 

English language especially on vocabulary enrichment at elementary school in 

SD Negeri 3 Gumpang, Kartasura. The result of her research shows that 

teaching vocabulary using teaching aids at SD Negeri 3 Gumpang, Kartosuro 

is successful. The use of teaching aids is very suitable and helpful in teaching 

6 



 

 

7 

learning process. Thus, the students can receive the new vocabulary well and 

they retain the material better. 

In this study, however, the writer is interested in observing teaching 

vocabulary, but in different perspective. This study focuses on “A Descriptive 

Study on Teaching English Vocabulary Using Group Work at the 7
th 

Year of 

SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo”. 

 

B. Notion of Vocabulary 

Coady and Huckin (2004: 13) state that vocabulary is central and 

critical importance to typical language learner. Without a sufficient 

vocabulary, one can not communicate effectively of express his ideas in both 

oral and written form. When they do not know how to enrich their vocabulary, 

for example, they often gradually lose interest in learning. Krasen (in Fauziati, 

2002: 155) states that it is undeniable that most learners vocabulary grows 

trough incidental learning such as trough continuous exposure to 

comprehensible language in reading, listening, speaking and writing exercise. 

Anyhow, this does not mean that explicit vocabulary instruction is less 

important, foreign language learning. As Krasen (1996: 155) states vocabulary 

is basic to communication. If acquires do not recognize the meaning of the key 

words used by those who addressed them, they will be unable to participate in 

communication. Vocabulary is also important for the acquisition process. 

Burns and Broman (1975: 295) say that vocabulary may be defined as 

the stock of word used by a person, class or profession. They also state that 
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almost every individual uses several different vocabularies are often 

designated as hearing, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Words are designated as hearing, speaking, reading, and writing. 

Words are symbol of ideas; one needs facility in the use of word. Whik, Jalian 

Edge (in Khunsusiyah, 1997: 14) points out: “The total number of words 

including those words and way to combine those words with other 

appropriately is called vocabulary”. Other expert Hornby (1987: 131) states 

that vocabulary is total number of word in language, Ur (in Khunsusiyah, 

1997: 14) states that vocabulary could be defined, roughly as the words we 

teaching foreign language. 

From those definitions above the writer tries to conclude that 

vocabulary is a total number of words symbol of ideas in which it is to express 

and to communicate the idea. So that vocabulary is important to learner.                

 

C. Kinds of Vocabulary 

According to Hayraff (1997:44), vocabulary is divided into active and 

passive vocabulary. Active vocabulary is word which the students understand, 

can pronounce correctly, and used constructively in speaking and writing. 

While passive vocabulary is word that the students recognize and understand 

when they occur in a context but which cannot produce correctly by him self. 

According to Quinn (in Ernawati, 2002:11) active vocabulary means 

the words that so be used in speaking and writing. The speaker has to master 

some limits of active vocabulary in order to communicate well. In Quinn’s 
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opinion, passive vocabulary means the word needed merely to comprehend, 

especially in reading. The speaker in this situation will not reproduce some 

sentences, but they are asked to receive message by comprehending the 

passage or listening to some broadcast. 

From the explanation above, it can be concluded that active vocabulary 

are words needed in speaking and writing while passive vocabulary are words 

needed in reading and listening. 

 

D. Vocabulary Mastery 

There are some definitions of mastery. Swannel (1994:656) states 

mastery as comprehensive knowledge. This definition is supported by Hornby 

(1995:721) who defines mastery as complete knowledge or complete skill. 

Mastery is also defined as the complete control or knowledge. 

From these definitions about it can be concluded that mastery means 

the competency to understand and to apply something learner. In this team 

form the stock of words. River (1994: 125) states that vocabulary mastery 

refers to the great skill in possessing words of language. It is an individual 

achievement and possession Hatch and Brown (1998:369) also assume the 

specifity of any individual’s vocabulary knowledge depends on the person and 

his motivation, desires, and need for the words. So, the biggest responsibility 

in increasing the knowledge is on the individual himself. The success in 

widening the vocabulary mastery requires there own motivation and interest 

on the word of language. It can be said that vocabulary mastery is the 
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competence of complete knowledge of word or understanding the whole 

knowledge of words. 

 

E. Methods of Teaching Vocabulary 

Every teacher aims to be an effective teacher. Method is one of the 

vital components in the success of teaching learning process. Method is 

defined as a system which is used for the attainment of desired goal (Pasaribu 

and Simanjuntak, 1983: 26). Antony (in Fauziati, 2002: 5) defines method as 

“an overall plan for the orderly presentation of language material, no part of 

which contradicts, and all of which is based upon the selected approach. A 

good teacher will consequently try to establish an exploit method in his duties. 

In this case, the teacher considers the methods he will use. He/ she may use 

one or more effective methods for teaching the students. There are some 

kind’s methods of teaching vocabulary.  

1. Direct Method (DM) 

Direct method assumes that one learns a foreign language by active 

and meaningful use of it. Classroom instruction directly uses the foreign 

language. Translation into or explanation in the native language is not 

tolerated. It is assumed that students will acquire vocabulary in context as 

an integral part of the lesson.    

2. Audio lingual Method (ALM) 

Audio lingual method, on the other hand, significantly neglects the 

vocabulary instruction especially in the initial stages, keeping it to a 
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minimum until the basic grammatical patterns have been mastered trough 

rote learning. Those since it are believed that if learners are able to 

internalize these basic patters, then building a large vocabulary can come 

later. As Hockett (in Celce-Murcia and McIntosh, 1978: 156), one the 

most influential structural linguist of the day, argues so far that 

“vocabulary is the easiest aspect of a second language to learn and that it 

hardly requires formal attention in the classroom”. Thus, it is obvious that 

over the past few years the teaching of vocabulary has been of a secondary 

importance. 

There are some techniques in teaching vocabulary 

a. Semantic Networks 

A semantic network consists of which share semantic features 

or semantic components. A componential analysis can show what 

relates and differentiates members of a particular semantic network. 

b. Memorization 

Memory is also very important in the development of a second 

language, and it is vocabulary which requires more generous treatment 

for memorization compared with other aspects of second language 

development. Stevick (in Nunan 1991: 161) summarizes some of the 

classical research in memory which has demonstrated that in order for 

new items to enter long term memory, some form of active 

involvement on the part of the learner is desirable. In other words, a 

learner who has activated his knowledge use will be more likely to 
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retain it than a learner who has simply heard or read the item and seen 

a translation. 

c. Context 

It is undeniable that developing vocabulary can be managed 

through inferring word meaning from contexts. Since guessing word 

meaning from its contests is quite possible. Therefore, it is a good idea 

for teachers to prepare their students to recognize and utilize the 

function of the context.  

d. Definition Clues 

The most obvious type of context clue is a direct statement of 

the meaning of a new term by an author. Usually this occurs in 

textbook writing when he is aware that the word is new to the reader 

and takes time to give an accurate definition of term. Students should 

notice the various types of definition clue, such as sentence using be, 

synonym, parentheses or parenthetical use of commas or dashes. 

e. The Word Wall Approach 

The word wall technique is developed by Green (1993). It is 

originally designed to challenge and motivate first language students in 

elementary and secondary classroom to develop vocabulary learning 

and to internalize new vocabulary. It utilizes a set of six words, filled 

wall panels, each with a different background color corresponding to a 

different curriculum objective (e.g. phonic elements, word from 

classes, grammatical form, or spelling patterns). Each panel includes 
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lexical items selected from vocabulary lists corresponding to 

classroom readers and lists of high frequency English words. Green 

uses his walls of words for various classroom lessons, accommodating 

individual, pair, small group, and whole class instruction. Even he uses 

the word wall for any other classroom activities such as games, 

thesaurus, implicit learning, multiple exposures, and spell checking. 

         

F. Teaching Vocabulary Using Group Work 

Teaching English vocabulary using group work is the study approach 

at the 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo. Pragmatically, within the program, 

teachers give pronunciation lesson and exercises, which are intended to 

improve pronunciation skill. Beside that, the teacher gives motivate to the 

students in express their idea in the teaching vocabulary using group work. 

The program always tries to train the students to use English. 

After a content-based lesson, a group work activity can be held for 

various reasons. The students may aim to arrive at a conclusion, share ideas 

about an event, or find solutions in their group work. Before the group work, it 

is essential that the purpose of the group work activity is set by the teacher. In 

this way, the group work points are relevant to this purpose, so that students 

do not spend their time chatting with each other about irrelevant things. For 

example, students can give opinion with some vocabulary in a topic 

developing group work. In this type of group work, the teacher can form 
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groups of students, preferably 4 or 5 in each group. Then each group works on 

a topic for a given time period, and presents their opinions to the class. 

According to Cragan (1986: 9) the definition of small group as the 

student in engaged in communication interaction over time, generally in face-

to-face setting, who have meeting goals, norms and have developed a 

communication pattern for meeting their goals. Group work is essential that 

the speaking should be equally divided among group members. At the end, the 

class decides the winning group who defended the idea in the best way. This 

activity fosters vocabulary developing thinking and quick decision making, 

and group with other students and with native speaking, events are held in 

deferent formats: discussion, play roles, debates, in order to create a relaxes 

teaching English vocabulary atmosphere and to enjoy time together. For 

efficient group work, it is always better not form larger groups. The group 

members can be either assigned by the teacher are the students may determine 

it by themselves, but groups should be rearranged in every group work activity 

so that students can work with various people and learn to be open to different 

ideas. Lastly in class or group work, whatever the aim is, the students should 

can positive result in terms of both vocabulary production and speech 

production.     
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G. Types of Group Work 

Several type of group work presented by Nation (1996: 161-168) are:  

1. Cooperating arrangement. It is the most common type of group work. Its 

essential feature is that all learners have equal access to the same 

information and have equal access to each other’s view of it. The purpose 

of a cooperating activity is for learners to share their understanding of the 

solutions to the task or of the material involved. The major problem with 

cooperating arrangements is encouraging each learner to play an active 

part in the group. Because all learners have equal access to the same 

information, no individual is essential to the activity. Such work has good 

effects on improving social relationship among the learners. The most 

suitable task, according to Nation, (1996) for cooperating arrangement 

group work includes: 

a. Ranking, ordering, and choosing, 

b. Finding implications, causes, or uses, 

c. Solving problems, and 

d. Producing material 

2. Individual arrangement. Here each learner has the same information but 

must perform individually with a part of that information. Unlike the 

cooperating arrangement, each learner makes an individual performance, 

which is not necessarily arrangement are to increase the time each learner 

can spend on a task, and to ensure that each learner participates.   
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H. Procedures of Teaching Vocabulary Using Group Work 

In teaching vocabulary teacher can devise additional frame word 

lesson for students who need additional experience using group work activity. 

The most useful aids to an orderly group work activity in teaching vocabulary. 

The procedures of group work activity in teaching vocabulary are: 

1. Recognizing the topic 

2. Describing the nature of the topic  

3. Suggesting possible solutions 

4. Evaluating the possible solutions 

5. Selecting and acting upon the best solution. 

   

I. The Principle of Conducting Group Work 

Group work is undeniably useful in language learning classes 

especially to achieve the teaching vocabulary. According to Nation (1996: 

161) it can help learning in following ways: 

1. Negotiation of input. Group work an opportunity for learners to get expose 

to language that they can understand (negotiate comprehensible input) and 

which contains unknown items for them to learn. 

2. New language items. Group work gives learners exposure to arrange of 

language items and language function. Group work provides more 

opportunities for use of new item compare to the opportunities in teacher-

led classes. Group work may also improve the quality of these 
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opportunities in terms of individualization, motivation, depth of processing 

and effective climate. 

3. Fluency. Group work allows learners to develop fluency in the use of 

language features that they have already learned. 

4. Communication strategies. Group work gives learners the opportunity to 

learn communication strategies. These strategies include negotiation 

strategies to control input (seeking clarification, seeking confirmation, 

checking comprehension, repetition), strategies to keep a conversation 

going, strategies to make up for a lack of language items or a lack of 

fluency in the use of such terms, and strategies for managing long turns in 

speaking. 

5. Content. A goal of group work may be the mastery of the content of the 

curriculum subject the learners are studying. 

 

J. Difficulties in Vocabulary  

Most people see that vocabulary is commonly difficult to learn, both 

in the mother tongue and in a foreign language. The problems caused by 

vocabulary include two headings, namely memorization and speaking. In 

speaking problems, vocabulary is central to language and of critical important 

to typical language learner. Without a sufficient vocabulary, one can not 

communicate effectively or express his ideas in both oral and written from. 

The memorization problems, such as having a limited vocabulary are 

also a barrier that precludes learners from learning a foreign language. When 
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they do not know how to enrich there vocabulary, for example, they often 

gradually lose interest in learning.       

 

K. The Function of Group Work in Teaching Vocabulary 

The teacher uses teaching group work as the techniques in teaching 

vocabulary. Using teaching group work is suitable for the beginner in English. 

According to Nation (1996: 161) teaching using group work gives learners the 

opportunity to learn communication strategies. These strategies include 

negotiation  strategies to control input (seeiking clarification, seeiking 

confirmation, checking comprehension, repetition), strategies to keep a 

conversation going, strategies to make up for a lack of language item or a lack 

of fluency in the use of such term, and strategies for managing long turns in 

speaking. 

This method gives more emphasis on pronunciation of the utterance of 

words and in correct written of words. Besides, in vocabulary class, the 

learners are encouraged to give their opinion about the topic which is 

presented by the teacher, thus the learners can be more active and not only 

passive in the teaching and learning process. Teaching group work is also very 

useful to train the students to speak and memorize the words automatically. 

 

L. The Roles of Teacher in Teaching Vocabulary 

Teacher has several roles in the classroom. Richards and Lockhart 

(1999: 101) state that the role of a teacher in the context of classroom teaching 
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and learning may also be influenced by the methodology which is followed by 

the teacher. The roles of the teacher are: 

1. Need analyst  

The teacher determines students individual needs following institutional 

procedures and the information obtained for course planning and 

development.   

2. Curriculum Development 

The teacher develops his or her own lesson plan and syllabuses based on 

student’s need.   

3. Material Developer  

The teacher develops his or her own classroom material using published 

text books only if he or she chooses to do so.  

4. Counselor  

The teacher is encouraged to identify students who are having problems 

and learning difficulties and give suggestion suitable with the problem.  

5. Observer 

The teacher is encouraged conducted observation related to the language 

teaching. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

Research method is an important part in a research. It is used for 

researcher to apply an appropriate method. It is needed to reduce the possible 

mistake in conducting a research. The writer presents the points of research 

method, namely: (a) type of the research, (b) place and time of research, (c) 

subject of the data, (d) object of the data, (e) method of collection data, (f) data 

and data source, (g) technique of analysis data.       

A. Type of the Research 

In this research, the writer uses a descriptive qualitative research. It is a 

type of research method that does not include any calculation or enumerating 

(Moleong, 1989: 2). In short, a descriptive method is a kind of research 

method without any calculation or statistic procedure. This is supported by 

Sutopo (1998: 7), who maintains that qualitative method is concerned with 

providing descriptions of phenomena that occur naturally. This method 

attempts to present the data from the perspective of the observed subject. In 

this case, the writer tries to explain the teaching English vocabulary by using 

group work especially at the 7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo.  
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B. Place and Time of the Research 

The research was conducted at the 7
th
 year of

 
SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo. 

The observation was held 4 times in the classroom. Besides, the writer also 

interviewed the teacher. It was since 22 May until 2 June, 2008. 

  

C. Subject of the Study 

The subjects of the study in this research are the English teacher and 

the students at the 7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. 

 

D. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is teaching English vocabulary by using group 

work at the 7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. 

 

E. Method of Collecting Data  

There are three kinds of method in collecting the data. These are 

observation, interview, and document analysis. This method has been taken 

based on the following sources. 

1. Observation. The writer observes the teaching English vocabulary at the 

7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo given by the teacher. She is a passive 

participant in the observation. 

2. Interview. In this case the writer interviews the teacher. The goal is to get 

information of the teaching of English held in the classroom.  
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3. Document Analysis.  The document analysis is the written materials or 

documents like program, planning, curriculum, syllabus, text book, and 

other, where it can complete the data and answer the problem of the 

research. 

 

F. Data and Data Source 

Data are some information found in setting and engage a wide range of 

activity. The data in setting include participants, student, teacher interaction, 

the process of teaching and learning, the materials, the text used, the note text 

by the student, teacher plans, configuration of the rooms and organization of 

desk and the furniture (Braise and Mayer, 1991: 131). The form of data is 

information in words deriving from observation and interview script 

accumulated from the teaching English vocabulary by using group work at the 

7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. There are three sources of the data. 

1. Event : the teaching-learning process. All activities in the       

classroom during the teaching-learning process, 

especially in vocabulary subject at the 7
th
 year of SMP N 

7 Sukoharjo.  

2. Informant :  the English teacher who teaches at the 7
th 

year of      SMP   

N 7 Sukoharjo. 

3. Document    : writing curriculum, material or others, which add which      

and enrich the data in teaching English at the 7
th 

year of 

SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. 
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G. Technique of Analysis Data 

In analyzing the data, the researcher uses the concept of analyzing data 

proposed by Sutopo (2000: 91), who states the three steps of data analysis. 

The three steps are data reduction, data description, and conclusion also 

verification. The steps are explained as follows: 

1. Data reduction is aimed at selecting, focusing, simplifying and abstracting 

the data form the file not if conducted to get the simple and valid 

information in order to make conclusion. 

2. After reducing the data, the researcher makes a description of the 

information in the form of sentences. The sentences are arranged logically 

and systematically. They concern with the research problems as stated 

above. So, the description of the real condition is explained to answer the 

problems. 

3. The last steps is concluding and verifying the information by drawing 

conclusion, possible configuration, cause and effect, and other proportion. 

The verification is done by rechecking the data, information and the 

conclusion to draw a valid final conclusion. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

 

 In this chapter, the writer presents the data which are taken from the 

observation, interview and document. The main point of this chapter is to describe 

the method of teaching vocabulary using group work activities by the teacher at 

the 7
th
 year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo. This chapter consists of research finding, and 

discussion. 

A. Research Finding 

In order to make the data description clearer and easer to understand 

the writer classifies this section into five parts: the process of teaching 

vocabulary using group work, objective of teaching vocabulary, material of 

teaching, classroom activities, and problems faced by the teacher. 

1. The Process of Teaching Vocabulary Using Group Work 

a. The Objective of Teaching Vocabulary 

As stated by Mrs. Nurjannah on Thursday, May 22
nd

 at 09.00 

am, the objective of the study is:  

Saya berharap mereka bisa meningkatkan bahasa 

Inggrisnya melalui belajar vocabulary. Jika terbiasa 

mengucapkan dan memahami vocabulary yang 

dipelajari, itu diharapkan mereka bisa menghadapi 

ujian akhir semester dan mempersiapkan untuk Ujian 

Akhir Nasional. Kurikulum yang saya gunakan 

adalah kurikulum KBK. 

 

From the above quotation, it is clear that the goal of the 

language teaching at the 7
th
 year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo are to develop 

24 
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the communicative competence both in oral and written to achieve a 

purpose of functional literary. 

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher finds 

that the objective of the language teaching vocabulary process at the 

7
th
 year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo is to make the students active in the 

language class both in oral and written, and to apply the four language 

skills. 

The teacher said that the goals of teaching vocabulary at the 7
th
 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo are to enable the students to understand 

English as a means of communication and to enable the students to be 

active in practicing English. The students should practice English in 

the mid test and final test so that the teacher should prepare the 

students as soon as possible. It was hoped that the students were able 

to English vocabulary so they could pass the final test. Beside, the 

students would have good Basic English before getting the National 

Examination or Ujian Akhir Nasional (UAN).  

Based on the findings, the researcher conclude that the 

objective of her study is to make the students active in the language 

class both in oral and written to master the four language skills, 

namely speaking, listening, reading, and writing to achieve a purpose 

of functional literary.  
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b. Material of Teaching 

Material has a very important role in the teaching-learning 

process. The material should be appropriate with the syllabus. It must 

be able to develop the student’s competence and knowledge. The 

materials should help the students understand the lesson easily. The 

role of the material reflects the decision concerning with the primary 

goal of the material. The material can facilitate the ability to express 

ideas, feeling and opinion. 

When, Mrs. Nurjannah on Thursday, May 22
nd

 2008 at 09.00 

am is asked about the material, she answered:  

Saya menganjurkan murid-murid untuk mempunyai 

buku pegangan yaitu Seize the Day sebagai buku 

panduan. Saya juga memberikan LKS sebagai lembar 

soal dan menganjurkan mereka membawa kamus 

setiap pertemuan pelajaran saya. 

 

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher finds 

that the material taught by the teacher is text book entitled Seize the 

Day, which is based on the 2006 Curriculum or Competency-based 

Curriculum. 

Based on the findings, the researcher can conclude the 

materials of the book support the students in improving their abilities 

in using English. The book doesn’t only consist of the material but it’s 

also completed with exercises. Beside this book, they are also given a 

worksheet and they have to bring dictionary in every meeting. This is 

to make the process of teaching and learning running well.  
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c. Classroom Activities 

From the observation the researcher finds that the teaching 

vocabulary process in the classroom is delivered in English and 

Indonesian. In vocabulary class the teacher should use time 

appropriately to meet the purpose of the lesson. The time duration is 

90 minutes and 45 minutes. The 7
th
 year of this school has 5 x 45 

minutes schedule in English subject. In this section the writer describes 

some activities that had been done by the teacher and students during 

the observation. The teaching English vocabulary process is divided 

into seven segments.  

1) First Observation on May, 22
nd

, 2008 

In this observation the writer found that there are 7 steps of 

teaching-learning process in teaching-vocabulary, namely opening 

the class, explanation, consultation, practice, presentation, 

judgment, and closing the class. The steps of teaching-learning 

process of vocabulary competence at the 7
th
 year of SMP N 7 

Sukoharjo are discussed in the following section. 

a) Opening  

The teacher used opening session to focus the student’s 

attention to the lesson. The opening took 5 minutes. Then he 

greeted and asked the students about their conditions, read the 

students attendance list, asked the students to prepare the book, 

dictionary, pen, and note book. 
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b) Explanation 

The second step was explanation which took 15 

minutes. Before discussing the material that would be given, 

the teacher reviewed the previous material given in the 

previous meeting. It has a purpose to memorize the student 

about the material given. Then the teacher continued the new 

material that the topic was “Market”. The teacher explained the 

market condition with simple vocabulary. Beside that the 

teacher gave simple picture about the material. The teacher 

hoped that the students can understand more. At the time the 

teacher explained how to do transaction between buyer and 

seller in the market then after the teacher giving example, she 

asked the students to practice with their partner with correct 

pronunciation. 

c) Consultation 

The next step was consultation which took 10 minutes. 

After the teacher finished her explanation, she gave students an 

opportunity to ask some questions if they didn’t understand the 

material. One of the students asked her and then she answered 

their questions and re-explained the material that they have not 

been understood yet. 
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d) Practice 

This session took 20 minutes. The teacher asked the 

students to divide the class into some groups. Each group 

consisted of four students. She asked the students to answer the 

teacher question that is “What will we do before shopping”. 

The teacher asked the students to explain the steps to shop in 

the market. Each member of the groups should participate 

actively in sharing their idea.    

e) Presentation 

The next step was presentation which took 20 minutes. 

After the students finished their work, the teacher asked one of 

the representatives of each group to present their work in front 

of the class where in each group there is only one student who 

presents his work, the other member could ask some questions 

from the other groups to their work. Then they answered the 

question. The activities were done until the last group. There 

was only one student of each group who presented his works, 

the other member could ask some questions from the other 

groups to their work. Then they answered the question. The 

activities were done until the last group. There were many 

differences of the answers between one with other groups.  

 

  



 

 

30 

f) Judgment/ Evaluation 

This session took 10 minutes. After the last group 

presented their work, the teacher gave her comment on their 

works. Then she stated which group was the best based on their 

works. Beside that she showed the correct answer. And all 

students agreed with her judgment because the best group had 

done good work. Then she asked the student to read together 

with correct pronunciation. 

g) Closing  

The last step was closing which took 5 minutes. The 

teacher gave comment about the student’s works and she 

thanked for the student’s attention and participation and gave 

some information about what would be learnt in the next 

meeting. She closed the meeting by wishing 

wassalamu’alaikum Wr.Wb.   

2) Second Observation 

The second observation was conducted on May 28
th
, 2008. 

This meeting focused on daily activity. The writer found that there 

are 7 steps of teaching-learning process in teaching-vocabulary. 

The steps of the learning are as follows. 

a) Opening 

The opening took 5 minutes. The teacher came to the 

class and led the students to pray together. Then she greeted 
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and asked the students about their condition, read the students 

attendance list, asked the students to prepare the book, 

dictionary, pen and note book. 

b) Explanation 

The second step was explanation which took 20 

minutes. Before discussing the material that would be given, 

the teacher reviewed the previous material of the previous 

meeting. The teacher continued the new material the topic 

about “Daily activity”. She explained daily activity and she 

used tape recorder as the media. After the students listened to 

the tape recorder, the teacher asked the students to explain the 

activity they listened in the tape recorder. The next the teacher 

asked the students to read together with correct pronunciation. 

c) Consultation 

This session took 10 minutes. After the teacher finished 

her explanation, she gave the students chances to ask some 

questions if they didn’t understand the material. One of the 

students asked her and then she answered his question and re-

explained the material.   

d) Practice 

The next step was practice which took 20 minutes. The 

students were asked to practice what the teacher has explained. 

They were asked to make some groups. Every group consisted 
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of four students. Then the students should listen to the tape 

recorder and answer the teacher question. They should answer 

in every question based on what they listen to the tape recorder 

with the correct answer. Every member of the groups should 

participate actively then they can answer based on the discuss 

result of their member. For example, the teacher played tape 

recorder about Dea activity on Monday such as; getting up, 

taking a bath, having breakfast, going to school, study the time 

table on Monday. It was to achieve the purpose of 

understanding and memorizing vocabulary correctly. The 

teacher gave one example question. For example: 

Teacher : “What time Dea gets up in the morning?” 

  (The teacher asked student to answer) 

Student : “Dea gets up in the morning at five o’clock.” 

  (The student answer it but incorrect 

pronunciation)   

       

To solve the problem, the teacher pronounced the English word 

correctly and the students repeated her until they could 

pronounce them correctly. Based on the example the teacher 

continued giving some questions into five parts and the 

students should answer based on tape recorder.  

e) Presentation 

The next step was presentation which took 20 minutes. 

After the students finished their work, the teacher asked one of 

group to correct the other group then the teacher asked one of 
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the representatives of each group to write their opinion in front 

of the class. There was only one student of each group to write 

in the answers based on their group opinion. So, all the groups 

can give their opinion in front of the class. The activities were 

done until the last group.  

f) Judgment/ Evaluation 

This session took 10 minutes. After the last group 

presented their answer, the teacher gave his comment on their 

work. Then she corrected their answer and asked the group to 

correct the answer from the other group. The teacher asked the 

best work and she stated which the best work was. She asked 

the students about her judgment whether she made fair 

judgment or whether they agreed with her. And all the students 

agreed with her, because the answer is the best daily activity to 

all of them. After commenting their work, the teacher asked 

them to repeat after her in good pronunciation.  

g) Closing 

The last step was closing the class which took 5 

minutes. The teacher asked the students to make study the time 

table on Thursday for home work. Then she gave comment 

such as thankfulness to the student’s attention and 

participation, and gave some information related with the 
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material in the next meeting. He closed the class by wishing 

wassalamu’alaikum Wr.Wb. 

3) Third Observation 

 The third observation was conducted on May 29
th
, 2008. 

This meeting focused on places in house. The writer found that 

there are 7 steps of teaching-learning process in teaching 

vocabulary, namely opening the class, explanation, consultation, 

practice, presentation, judgment, and closing the class. The steps of 

teaching-learning process of vocabulary competent at the 7
th
 year 

of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo are in the following section. 

a) Opening the Class  

The opening took 5 minutes. The teacher came to the 

class and led the students to pray together. Then she greeted 

and asked the students about their condition, read the students 

attendance list, asked the student to prepare the book, 

dictionary, pen, and note book.  

b) Explanation 

The second step was explanation which took 15 

minutes. Before discussing the material that would be given, 

the teacher reviewed the previous material was given in the 

previous meeting. Then the teacher continued the new material 

about “Places in the House”. The teacher explained the parts of 

a house with simple vocabulary and gave simple picture about 
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the material. The teacher asked the students to read together 

each sentence in the pictures after she gave example to them.   

c) Consultation 

The next step was consultation which took 10 minutes. 

After the teacher finished her explanation, she gave students an 

opportunity to ask some questions if they didn’t understand the 

material. One of the students asked her and then she answered 

their questions and re-explained the material that they have not 

understood yet.   

d) Practice 

This session took 20 minutes. The teacher asked the 

students to divide the class into some groups. Each group 

consisted of five students. She asked the students to open the 

book (pages 57), then match each part of the house with its 

description and the teacher asked the students to mention the 

things around the place. For example, things around the kitchen 

are stove, plate, knife, fork, sink, frying pan, bath-tub, etc. 

e) Presentation 

The next step was presentation which took 20 minutes. 

After the students finished their work, the teacher asked one of 

representatives of each group to present their work in front of 

the class. There was only one student of each group who 

presented his work, the other member could ask some questions 
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from the other groups to their work. Then they answered the 

questions. For example, to present in front of the class:  

Place  Description  Example 

1. A kitchen  

2. A bed room  

3. A garden  

4. A living room  

5. A study room   

a place to cook 

………………… 

………………… 

………………… 

………………… 

stove, plate, knife 

………………… 

………………… 

………………… 

………………… 

 

The students should continue until the last presentation 

like the presents before.   

f) Judgment/ Evaluation 

This session took 10 minutes. After the last group 

presented their work, the teacher gave her comment on their 

works. Then she stated which group was the best based on their 

work. Beside that she showed the correct answer. And all the 

students agreed with her judgment because the best group had 

good work. She asked the students to read together with correct 

pronunciation.   

g) Closing 

The last step was closing the class which took 5 

minutes. The teacher gave comment about the students’ works 

and said thank for the student’s attention and participation and 

gave some information about would be learnt in the next 
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meeting. She closed the meeting by wishing 

wassalamu’alaikum Wr.Wb.    

5) Fourth Observation 

The fourth observation was conducted on June 2
nd

, 2008. 

This meeting focused on fruit, vegetable, flora, animal. The teacher 

gave a quiz to the students. First, she opened the class, she came to 

the class and led the students to pray together. Then she greeted 

and asked the students about their conditions, read the student’s 

attendance lists, and asked the students to prepare the book, pen, 

and dictionary and note book. 

She said that the day she would give a quiz. The students 

were asked to make some groups. Every group consisted of ten 

students. The students were asked to do the word clustering 

activity. It is a type of activity to develop students’ vocabulary. 

The teacher gave a topic and the activity began from group A and 

continued until group D. If one of the groups cannot answer, it 

means that the group didn’t get a score. For example:  

 Topic Group 

1. Fruit A 

Apple 

Strawberry 

B 

Mango 

Grape  

C 

Pear 

Banana  

D 

Durian 

……… 

 

Based on the data group D cannot answer, so group D didn’t get a 

score. The teacher gave time duration to answer one topic then she 

continued the new topic namely; vegetable, flora, and animal. 
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Finally, 5 minutes before the bell rang, the teacher asked 

the student repeat after her in good pronunciation. Then she gave 

comment such as thankfulness to the student’s cooperation. He 

closed the meeting by wishing wassalamu’alaikum Wr.Wb. 

From the observation the researcher finds that the teaching 

vocabulary process by using group work taught by teacher at 7
th
 

year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo is divided to seven sections, 

namely opening the class, explanation, consultation, practice, 

presentation, judgment, closing. The teacher explains the material 

in English and Indonesian to the students to learn the English 

vocabulary. The teacher uses a technique in classroom, its group 

work activity. The teacher uses text book and audio lingual 

method. 

2. The Problems Faced by the Teacher in Teaching Vocabulary 

Based on the interview with the teacher, Mrs. Nurjannah on 

Thursday, May 22
nd

 2008 at 09.00 am, it can be seen the problems that she 

faces when teaching. As she said:  

Untuk mengajar bahasa Inggris di kelas VII, memang 

saya ada beberapa kesulitan mbak, karena jumlah murid 

yang tidak sedikit dan masing-masing murid mempunyai 

kemampuan yang berbeda, itu membuat saya tidak bisa 

mengontrol kemampuan murid satu persatu. Selain itu 

juga terbatasnya waktu untuk setiap pertemuan, itu tidak 

memungkinkan saya untuk dapat mengajar keempat 

keterampilan bahasa Inggris. Kadang murid mempunyai 

mood yang bagus untuk belajar tetapi kadang mereka 

malas. Jadi dengan memberikan pelajaran vocabulary 

dengan menggunakan kerja kelompok itu diharapkan 

mereka bisa menguasai keempat keterampilan bahasa. 
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From the above quotation, it is clear that there are many problems 

face by the teacher in teaching English at 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 

Sukoharjo. The problems are:   

a. Class Management 

Every class consists of more than 40 students. The number 

makes the class crowded. It makes the teacher get difficulties to 

manage the class. For example, the teacher gave the students an 

exercise. If the teacher combines the exercise method using group 

work activity, the students feel fun and they participate actively. Using 

group work is one of techniques used by the teacher to teach and so far 

the students can cooperate, but sometime the teacher got difficulties to 

control all the student’s activities. Some students participated actively 

and the others didn’t participate actively. They were noisy such as 

chatting, and laugher. So they disturbed their friends.  

b. Limited Time 

The English schedule in this school is 5 x 45 minutes in a 

week. This time is used to teach all language skills namely, writing, 

reading, listening, and speaking. So the time is not enough for all the 

language skills. Moreover the numbers of the students make the 

teacher get more difficulty to manage the time. For example, when the 

teacher asked students to present their work in front of the class, the 

teacher only asks one of the answers from their work because of the 

limited time.   
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c. Different Capability of the Students 

Each student has different capability in receiving the material. 

Some of them could learn the material and others learned it slowly. 

This situation will make teaching learning-process doesn’t run well. 

For example, when the teacher explained the material to the students, 

some of the slow learners didn’t understand what the material she has 

explained. While the general fast learners understood it well. If the 

slow learners don’t ask the teacher about their difficulties the teachers 

will not that they still don’t understand. Consequently the slow learner 

can’t do the exercise given by the teacher well. The slow learner 

should be given much attention rather than the general students. The 

teacher should recognize well his students and know the capability of 

his students. 

d. Unstable Motivation of the Students 

The students sometimes have good mood to study, but 

sometime they are lazy to study the material given by the teacher. It 

was done by the students because they weren’t attracted to the 

material. On the way around, if the teacher gave the interesting 

material, they studied the lesson enthusiastically. Most of the students 

are not confident with their ability. The teacher should motivate them 

and make them feel fun in joining the class.  

Based on the findings, the researcher can conclude the 

problems faced by the teacher in teaching English at 7
th
 year of SMP 



 

 

41 

Negeri 7 Sukoharjo come from the intrinsic factor are the class 

management and limited time. The extrinsic factor is different 

capability of the students and unstable motivation of the students, 

which makes the teacher have difficulty in teaching English.  

 

B. Discussion 

1. The Process of Teaching Vocabulary Using Group Work 

a. Objective 

Based on the findings, the objective of teaching vocabulary at 

7
th
 year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo is to improve the vocabulary 

competence of the students. English is one of the subjects examined in 

national examination or Ujian Akhir Nasional (UAN). In mastering the 

four language skills the students should master or understand a number 

of words, because it is fundamental in language learning. So, to face 

the national examination or Ujian Akhir Nasional (UAN) the students 

should prepare as soon as possible from the 7
th
 year. It is hoped that 

the students can face the test in national examination to English subject 

and can learn be easily. 

b. Material 

Based on the interview with the teacher, the researcher finds 

that the teacher uses some books as the material sources. But she 

suggests the students to have a book entitled “Seize the Day”. This 

book is based on the 2006 Curriculum or Competency-based 
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Curriculum. The material of the book supports the students to improve 

their abilities in using English. The book doesn’t only consist of the 

material, but it is also completed with the exercises. Beside this book, 

the students uses worksheet and they have to bring dictionary to make 

the teaching learning running well.  

c. Classroom activity 

Teaching vocabulary process at 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 

Sukoharjo is divided to seven section, namely opening the class (the 

teacher open the class), explanation (the teacher explain the material), 

consultation (the teacher re-explained the material that they have not 

understood yet), presentation (the students practice orally from the 

work), evaluation (the teacher gave comment about the students work), 

and closing (the teacher closes the class). The six steps are 

fundamental in studying successfully in group work. It is also a 

purpose for the teacher in teaching learning-process. In the fourth 

observation the teacher gave a quiz to the students about the previous 

lesson. 

2. The Problem Faced by the Teacher in Teaching Vocabulary   

Based on the findings, the problems faced by the teacher at 7
th
 year 

of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo come from the intrinsic and extrinsic factors. 

The intrinsic factor are class management (she uses group work activity it 

is success in learners but she can not to control the class) and limited time 

(the difficulties to manage the time). The extrinsic factor are different 
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capability of the students (the student have different capability in receiving 

the material), and unstable motivation of the students (the students 

sometime have good mood to study, but sometime they are lazy to study).  

Seeing the problem in teaching English, the teacher feel that group 

work activity is mostly effective. Some time the teacher combines this 

activity using game. The reason is that real learning takes places when the 

students in a relaxed atmosphere participate in activities that require them 

to use what they have been drilled on.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

1. The process of teaching vocabulary using group work taught by the 

teacher at 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo. 

a. The objective of teaching vocabulary 

Objective of teaching vocabulary process at the 7
th
 year of SMP 

Negeri 7 Sukoharjo are to improve the vocabulary competence of the 

students, and prepare the students to face the National Examination or 

Ujian Akhir National (UAN). 

b. Material 

The material of teaching taught by the teacher is text book 

based on the English teaching guideline in the 2006 curriculum entitled 

Seize the Day, and worksheet.    

c. Classroom activities 

The classroom activity has 7 steps are: opening the class, 

explanation, consultant, practice, presentation, judgment evaluation, 

and closing the class. 

2. The problem faced by the teacher in teaching learning process 

The teacher has several problems in teaching, namely; the class 

management, limited time, different capability of the student, and unstable 

motivation of the students.    
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B. Implication 

Based on the conclusion, it can be implied that: 

1. The process of teaching vocabulary using group work tough by the teacher 

at 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharo. 

a. The objective of teaching vocabulary 

Improving student vocabulary competence by using group work taught 

by the teacher at 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo is to make 

students could pass the final test, and prepare the student to face the 

National Examination or Ujian Akhir National (UAN).     

b. Material 

Choosing text book and worksheet that are appropriate with the 

characteristics at the 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo will give 

success in teaching vocabulary program. 

c. Classroom activities  

There are 7 steps in teaching vocabulary process which is appropriate 

with the characteristics of 7
th
 year of SMP Negeri 7 Sukoharjo will 

make the success of the purpose of the lesson.  

2. The problem faced by the teacher in teaching learning process 

Several problems by the teacher are class management, limited time, 

different capability of the student, and unstable motivation of the students 

caused by the teacher is not could determines students individual 

competence.  
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C. Suggestion 

After the writer draws the conclusion of the teaching vocabulary using 

group work at the 7
th 

year of SMP N 7 Sukoharjo, she presents the suggestion 

for the teacher, student and school. 

1. For the teacher 

The teacher should use the variety technique in teaching not only group 

work. 

2. For the students 

They should learn the material at home before the teacher explains it at 

school. 

3. For  the school 

The school library should provide the collection of English book or enrich 

its English book collections. 
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