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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

��

A. Background of the study 

Monalisa Smile is a picture of women life at Wellesley College in 

America in 1950. They learned all knowledge that could indicate high 

intellectuality without betraying their property of grandeur. They learned a 

history of art, Italian language and table manner. It is behavior with generation 

to generation, so it can be mentioned with tradition.     

Traditional means being part of the beliefs, customs or way of life of a 

particular group of people that have not changed far a long time (Hornby, 

2000: 1379). It also means following older methods and ideas rather than 

modern or different ones (Hornby, 2000: 1379). Thus traditional life refers to 

following a conventional way of life in college. It is believed that applying the 

older methods and ideas is better than the modern ones. 

Tradition is a practice, custom, or story that is memorized and passed 

down from generation to generation, originally without the need for a writing 

system. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional). Tradition is a knowledge 

system, a means of transferring knowledge. Traditionalism may also refer to 

the concept of a fundamental human tradition present in all orthodox religions 

and traditional forms of society. This view is put forward by the Traditionalist 

School (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional). Tradition is history of old 
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human being. It can be development appropriate with new period. Tradition is 

the old history to develop in the modern humans. 

However, on a more basic theoretical level, traditions can be seen as 

information or composed of information. For that which is brought into the 

present from the past, in a particular societal context, is information. This is 

even more fundamental than particular acts or practices even if repeated over a 

long sequence of time. For such acts or practices, once performed, disappear 

unless they have been transformed into some manner of communicable 

information. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Traditional) 

Against is needed to reform, because traditional life usually making a 

human conservative. Tradition results potency humans being to develop. In 

the modern life, we must be moderate humans to develop the capability. 

In American history tradition is very important in the twenty century. 

The people wants to against traditional in American, these reflect an American 

historical pattern which has shifted between reformed liberal and conservative 

period of development. Here against of traditional collage ideals with the 

actual realities of society. The reformation liberal will change a traditional life 

and the conservative holds back the tradition. 

Monalisa smile is one of the film about traditional. This film relies in 

2003 and directed by Mike Newells. He has complete name, Michael Cormac 

Newell. He was born on March, 28 1942 in St. Albans, Hertfordshire, 

England, UK. His jobs are director and Producer. He has a daughter, Lizzie 

Newell and the wife, Bernice Newell. They have three children. He got his 
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education in University of Cambridge, Cambridge, England, and English. 

After he has attended Cambridge University, he makes training course at 

Granada Television at three year with intention of going into theatre. After 

graduated from it, he has directed TV plays. He will build strong reputation 

for work with David Hare, David Edgar, Hohn, John Osborne, and Jack 

Rosenthal. (http://movies.imdb.com/ title/ tt0304415/ fullcredit# cash) 

Mike Newell is versatile film craftsman. He was directed alternated 

between London and Hollywood, from film to TV. Before securing his 

reputation as a leading British filmmaker in the early 1990s, he learned his 

craft as a production trainee at Granada Television after graduating in English 

from Cambridge. Newell’s was directed a controversial commercial for 

England's Labor Party, numerous TV plays for Granada TV in England, and 

Formed Dogs tar Films with Alan Greenspan. He was gone to the same school 

(St. Albans School) as physicist Stephen Hawking and lyricist Sir Tim Rice. 

After accepting the job for Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005), he 

became the first British director the film series his had. On 13th September 

2007, he received an Honorary Doctorate of Arts from the University of 

Lincoln, England. 

(http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/contributor/1800016520/bio) 

Newell first directed numerous plays for TV including Ready When 

You Are Mr. McGill (1976), The Awakening (1980), a moth-eaten mummy 

flick adapted from a Bram Stoker novel and starring the redoubtable Charlton 
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Heston. Newell critical fortunes improved with the acclaimed Dance With a 

Stranger (1985). Newell next film, The Good Father (1986), Newell enjoyed a 

critical and commercial triumph with the multi-Oscar-nominated Enchanted 

April (1991). (http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/contributor/1800016520/bio) 

The romantic comedy was remade by him. With as the star Miranda 

Richardson, and followed up with Into the West (1993). The surprise success 

of his film is Four Weddings and a Funeral (1994). His American TV debut 

had come directed the NBC movie Man in the Iron Mask (1977) and he 

helmed the ambitious two-part TV-movies Blood Feud (syndicated, 1983) and 

Common Ground (CBS, 1990). Just when it seemed he was settling into the 

light romantic genre, Newell reinvented himself with his entry into 'Mob' 

pictures, Donnie Brasco (1997). For his next feature, Pushing Tin (1999). 

(http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/contributor/1800016520/bio) 

 In between directed film, Newell served as executive producer on 

several projects, including 200 Cigarettes (1999), Traffic (2000), High 

Fidelity (2000) and I Capture the Castle (2002). He then returned to the 

director’s chair for Mona Lisa Smile (2003) which will be discussed by the 

writer in this paper. Newell made the rare jump from film to television with a 

stint as executive producer on the medical drama, Huff (Showtime, 2004- ), 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire (2005) and Love in the Time of Cholera 

(2007).  (http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/contributor/1800016520/bio) 

Mike Newell returned to the director’s chair for Monalisa Smile 

(2003), an historical drama set in 1953 about Katherine Watson (Julia 
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Roberts), a free-spirited art history teacher from Berkley who takes a teaching 

job at the prestigious all-female Wellesley College, it a place where women’s 

roles are rigidly defined and the female collegians seem more content with 

trying to nab a husband than asserting their individuality. Encouraging the 

women to strive for an enlightened future, Katherine challenges the school 

administration and inspires her students who include a sexually promiscuous 

rebel (Maggie Gyllenhaal), a beautiful and intelligent girl (Julia Stiles) 

confuse between studying law at Yale or marrying her sweetheart, and a self-

satisfied rich kid (Kirsten Dunst) on the verge of domestic bliss to look 

beyond the image of what is and consider the possibilities of what could be.  

(http://movies.yahoo.com/movie/contributor/1800016520/bio) 

Monalisa Smile was published in historical drama set in 1953 in 

against of Americanization. This is reflecting an American historical pattern 

that has shifted between reform/ liberal and consideration/ conservative period 

of development. Here against of traditional collage ideals with the actual 

realities of society and cope with the opposite relation.  

Related to literature which is influenced by the condition of society, it 

can be inferred that the production of Monalisa Smile to be influenced the 

traditional collage. In the 1953 in the American history is coherence of the 

tradition. Where old fellow and young follow the group norm and do not listen 

go the following them norm (Spanckeren: 337). So, the tradition is very 

important in that College. In this movie, we will be able to know how the 

opposition in the tradition happened. One person feels as reformists who wish 



 6 

to make the change and oppose the tradition.  

Monalisa Smile movie is the existence of an art teacher which wishes 

against tradition in the college. We have experienced altering in life. Hence we 

have to be continued to walk to follow its current. The art teacher has spirit to 

the student to make a better. Wellesley College is a place where traditional 

college. The art teacher wants to chance the tradition college becomes a 

modern college. He has a reformist in this college to against the conservation 

has a traditional concept.   

In relation to the sociological aspect of a work of literature, literature it 

self is something which is not autonomous, independent; rather it is society 

where the literary work is created (Jabrohim, 2001: 157). Literature is seen as 

a social institution using language as the medium (Jabrohim, 2001: 157). In 

addition, literature is closely related to the sociology since it reflects the 

phenomena happening in society. In other words, a work of literature also has 

a social function. It raises the social question such as question of tradition and 

convention, norms and genres, symbols and myths. 

Hence the researcher is interested with the film, which was published 

in 1953, where tradition very coherent in there, and change must be done. So, 

the art teacher as a reformist went against varies in opinion by conservation in 

the college. Therefore, the researcher decides to conduct a research focused on 

the Against Traditional Colleges in Mike Newell’s Monalisa Smile, by using 

Sociological Perspective.  
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B. Literary Review 

Some researchers have analyzed Monalisa Smile, there are Karlina 

Hendradewi first held the research and the entitled Struggle for women’s 

independence in Monalisa’s Smile: Feminism Approach.  

The present researcher wants to analyze the movie from different 

perspective. She takes the title “Against Traditional Colleges in Mike 

Newell’s Monalisa Smile: Sociological Perspective.”  

C. Problem Statement 

The problem of the study is how an art teacher rebels against traditional 

colleges on reflected in Mike Newell’s Monalisa Smile. 

D. Limitation of the Study 

To carry out this study, the researcher needs to limit the study. The writer 

analyze against traditional collage from art teacher as a reformist on the Mike 

Newell’s Monalisa Smile. 

E. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are as follow: 

1. To analyze the structural element of the Monalisa Smile movie 

2. To analyze the Monalisa smile movie based on Sociological Perspective 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits of the study are as follow: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 
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The study is expected to give additional information and contribute to 

the larger body of knowledge, particularly to the further studies of Mike 

Newell’s Monalisa Smile. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is expected to enrich the knowledge of the researcher and 

the audience about Mike Newell’s Monalisa Smile based on Sociological 

Perspective. 

G. Research Method 

The research method of this research paper is broken down into four 

aspects: 

1. Type of the Research 

In analyzing the data found in the movie, the researcher uses the 

qualitative method as the type of the research. 

2. Type of the Data and Data Source 

In this study, there are two kinds of data. There are primary data and 

secondary data. 

a. Primary data source 

The primary data sources are taken from Monalisa Smile and its 

manuscripts that are downloaded from http: //www.Script-o-

rama.com/oldindex.shtml.  Particularly the dialogs, statement and 

actions reflecting the against of traditional college of the story and the 

characters that support this research.                         
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b. Secondary data source 

The secondary data sources are taken from other source, which are 

related to the primary data that support the analysis. There are book 

and virtual reference. 

3. Method of the Data Collection 

The methods used for collection data are library research and 

documentation. There are six techniques of data collecting. They are as 

follow: 

a. Watching and learning the movie repeatedly 

b. Reading the script to get more understanding  

c. Reading some references to observe the theory, data and 

information 

d. Making notes of important part and both primary and secondary 

data source 

e. Classifying the data into some categories 

4. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The method employed in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with the relationship between the movie and the sociological 

theory to show how against traditional college is reflected in the story and 

the character in Mike Newell’s Monalisa Smile. 

H. Research Paper Organization 

This research paper is classified into six chapters. The first chapter 

deals with the background of the study, literary review, problem statement, 
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objective of the study, research method and research paper organization. The 

second chapter covers the underlying theory of sociological perspective an 

analyzing Mike Newell’s Monalisa Smile. It includes the notion of sociology 

of literature, major principles of sociology of literature, the notion of the 

structural elements of the movie and the theoretical application. The third 

chapter deals with social historical background of American society in the 

twentieth century. The fourth chapter concerns with the structural analysis of 

the movie and the discussion, which includes the structural elements of 

Monalisa Smile. The fifth chapter covers the sociological analysis of the 

movie and discussion. The last chapter consists of the conclusion and 

suggestion. 




