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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Utterances have function in propose people’s wants. Austin 

(1962:21) stated,”…since in uttering our performatives we are 

undoubtedly in a sound enough sense ‘performing actions’, then, as 

actions”. From the statement, it can be seen that speech act is the 

utterances to perform action. The action means using words to do 

something. People have to take care of the choice of the words in their 

utterances. If the choice is not right, the utterance will threaten others’ 

face. Reducing the threat to others’ face is closer to politeness 

strategies. Brown and Levinson (in Meyer, 2009:62) argued that 

politeness in language is centered on the notion of face – “the public 

self-image that every member wants to claim for himself” – and the 

efforts made by interlocutors to “maintain each other’s face”. The 

writer summarizes from the statements that every person has face to 

be respected. For other people need to know this, it means to know 

how to take care of others’ face. However, sometimes the 

interlocutors’ response is not suitable with the speakers’ expectation. 

The response can make the speakers feel annoyed and disrespected. It 

can be called the impoliteness. For example:  
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Woman : “Do you have time to bring me the pink raincoat?” 

Man : “I have my own business, bitch”. 

From the conversation, the woman asked the man to help her, but 

unfortunately, the response from the man disappoint her. The problem 

is the dictions used by the man. The man refused to help the woman. 

The man had made the impoliteness. The indicator of the impoliteness 

is the taboo word ‘bitch’. Culpeper (1996) stated that call the others 

name by taboo word is impoliteness. The man used the taboo word for 

the woman. He had the positive face of that woman. It is categorized as 

the positive face impoliteness.   

The writer has an opinion that impoliteness is an interesting object 

to be studied. The reason is many prior researchers had studied the 

impoliteness.  The writer presents some researchers who had studied 

the impoliteness in their research. Primadianti (2015) analyzed 

impoliteness in Paranorman movie, Shofyah (2015) analyzed the use of 

impoliteness in Easy A movie, Wijayanto, Laila, Prasetyarini, and Susiati 

(2013) studied impolite Complaint by Indonesian Learners of English, 

Dalton (2013) studied impoliteness in computer mediated 

communication, Minda and Solin (2012) analyzed Impolite Language by 

Children, Kuntsi (2012) delivered result in politeness and impoliteness 
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strategies used by lawyers in the ‘Dover Trial’, Laitinen (2011) studied 

verbal and nonverbal impoliteness in the American Hospital Drama 

House M.D, Nishimura (2010) examined impoliteness in Japanese BBS 

Interactions, Garcés and Blitvich (2009) studied impoliteness in the 

American news media: The “Culture Wars”, Kienpointer (2008) 

explored the relationship between impoliteness and emotional 

arguments.  

After looking at the previous studies, the writer finds that prior 

researchers had made study on impoliteness. The writer is interested in 

studying impoliteness in a movie. For that reason, the position of the 

writer is to take a research study in her final assignment about The 

Impoliteness Strategies Found in Ron Clark Story. 

B. Problem Statements 

1. What impoliteness strategies are used by the characters in Ron 

Clark Story? 

2. Do gender differences induce impoliteness? 

3. Do social positions induce impoliteness? 

4. Do social distances induce impoliteness? 

 
C. Objectives of the Study 

1. To describe the impoliteness strategies used by the characters in 

Ron Clark Story. 
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2. To describe the gender differences that induces impoliteness. 

3. To describe the social positions utterances that induces 

impoliteness. 

4. To describe the social distance utterances that induces 

impoliteness. 

 

D. Significance of the Study 

The writer presents two essential benefits in her study; they are the 

theoretical and practical benefits.  

1. The theoretical benefit of the study is that the findings can build the 

attentiveness or awareness for the methodological and practical 

description of   foreign language usage in movie. Hence, this study is 

specifically able to provide the theoretical contributions in the 

following regards: 

a. The language researchers, especially the researcher 

linguistics, can the take benefit from theoretical basis such 

as pragmatics, speech act theory, and impoliteness. 

b. This study can enrich the discourse of applied linguistics 

theory. 

2. The practical benefit can be taken from this study are: 

a. The issues written in this research can inspire other 
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researchers to develop, explore, or improve the research. 

b. The research can assist the English teachers or lectures 

recognize more deeply the strategies of impoliteness. 

 

E. Research Paper Organization 

This research is organized in five chapters in order to make the 

readers understand it easily and clearly. Chapter I is Introduction. It 

contains Background of the Study, Problem Statements, Objectives of 

the Study, Significance of the Study, and Research Paper Organization. 

Chapter II is Review of Related Literature. It deals with Previous 

Studies, Underlying Theory. Underlying Theory contains with 

Pragmatics, Speech Acts, and Impoliteness. Chapter III is Research 

Method. It relates to Type of the Study, Object of the Study, Data and 

Data Source, Data Collection Method, and Data Analysis Steps. Chapter 

IV has many sections. There are Data Analysis, Findings, and Discussion 

of the Findings. Chapter V is Conclusion and Suggestion. It is near to the 

Conclusion of the Study and Suggestion.  


