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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study  

In Indonesia, the use of English as the printing media has been familiar 

for decades. The local and the international public of Tempo magazine and the 

Jakarta Post and some other English local magazines provide evidence for 

such situation. The use of English as a tool to deliver materials in those media 

indicates that English is widely used in Indonesia. Viewing this condition, 

English is adopted in the curriculum by which big proportion of school hours 

given to the teaching and learning such this language has been regarded to 

enable students to have competence in skills of English including reading, 

writing, speaking, and listening. 

English is not only used as a means of human communication but also 

as a subject learned at schools in Indonesia. The teaching of English is 

basically needed by Junior High School students because it is a compulsory 

subject in Junior High School. English teachers who could conduct the 

teaching English well are needed. 

English as a subject matter in school covers the four basic language 

skills: reading, speaking, writing, and listening. In every subject, student’s 

learning activities involve reading. Reading is one of the complex ways in 

learning English. It is a kind of activity to comprehend the writer’s ideas or 

the way the writer communicates with the readers by way of the written or 
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printed words (2008, www.if.ia.org). Reading is important for everybody in 

order to cope with new knowledge in the changing world of technological age.  

Teaching reading is the instaneous recognition of various written 

symbols, simultaneous association of these symbols with existing knowledge 

and comprehension of the information and communicative ideas. This 

statement implies that teaching reading is the combination of word 

recognition, intellect, and emotion interrelated with prior knowledge to 

understand the message communicated. Considering the needs of mastering 

reading as one of the ways for mastering English, Harmer (2002: 39) states 

that reading is taught from elementary school to university by using many 

kinds of method applied by English teacher.  

Teaching reading for adolescent learners or junior high school students 

must be differed from children in elementary school because of their different 

characteristics of psychological background. Peer approvals may be 

considerably more important for the students than the attention of the teacher 

which, for younger children, is so crucial (Harmer, 2002: 39). It is important 

for considering their classmates as the motivation in deep learning of 

improving teaching learning process of reading. Harmer (2002: 39) states that 

students must be encouraged to respond to texts and situations with their own 

thoughts and experience, rather than just answering questions and doing 

abstract learning activities. English teacher must give them tasks which they 

are able to do, rather than risk humiliating them. 



In Indonesia, some English teachers still use traditional or 

conventional method to teach reading. Conventional method usually makes 

students bored because the method is monotonous and the students are not 

active so it makes the learners get bored. One of the ways to make the 

teaching reading effective is making the students active so they enjoy learning 

and they can improve their reading skill. 

English teaching method is changeable. The method should be 

interesting and student - centered. One of the teaching methods is cooperative. 

Through this method, students are active in the learning process, because they 

will learn more through a process of constructing and creating, working in a 

group and sharing knowledge. Nevertheless, individual’s responsibility is still 

the key of success in learning English. 

A cooperative learning method is believed as being able to give chance 

for student to be involved in discussion, has courage and critical thinking and 

is willing to take responsibility of his/her own learning. Although it considers 

as an active role of students as more important, does not mean that teacher in 

the classroom is not participating. In the learning process, teacher has roles as 

designer, facilitator and guide in the learning process. 

A cooperative learning method has several types, namely write-pair-

share, group investigation, Students Teams Achievement Divisions (STAD), 

Teams-Games-Tournament (TGT), Team Assisted Individualized (TAI) and 

Jigsaw. One of its interesting types is jigsaw. The jigsaw classroom is very 

simple to apply. Jigsaw is a strategy of the learning method which demands 



the students to learn on group with 4-6 members students who have 

heterogeneous ability. Each home group members meet in expert groups to 

study the material assigned to each group member. After discussion, they go 

back into their group members and explain their discussion to his/her group 

members. 

Based on the statement above, it is concluded that teaching reading 

puts the emphasis on raising student’s motivation so that the teaching learning 

process of reading will result in better student’s achievement of reading. The 

researcher is interested in the real implementation of jigsaw so that the 

researcher will conduct the research entitled “THE EFFECTIVENESS OF 

TEACHING READING USING JIGSAW TECHNIQUE TO THE FIRST 

YEAR STUDENTS OF SMP AL ISLAM KARTASURA IN 2008/2009 

ACADEMIC YEAR”. 

 

B. Previous Study  

In this research, the writer summarizes the relevant previous 

researches to prove the originality of the research. The first research has been 

conducted by Anggraeni (2007). In her thesis Analysis of Reading 

Comprehension of English Narration she concludes that the students 

comprehend literary work especially narration text. She also states that 

although reading comprehension of literary work especially narration text is 

quite difficult. The students can solve some main areas of comprehension gaps 

of Murby. It means that they have good comprehension. 



The second is Mariyah (2008) in Teaching English Vocabulary Using 

Cooperative Learning Method with Jigsaw through pre-experiment research. 

She concludes that the student’s motivation improves and maintains their skill 

in teaching learning process of vocabulary. 

Based on the researches above, the researcher thinks that the study is 

different from the previous ones. The previous studies put the emphasis on the 

technique. However, this study emphasizes the method of teaching reading 

using Jigsaw technique. The object of the study is also different. The object in 

the study is the students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura. 

 
C. Problem Statement and Research Hypotheses 

In line with the previous background, the general problem of the study is How 

is the effectiveness of Teaching Reading Using Jigsaw Technique to the First 

Year Students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura? In order to answer the question the 

researcher raises some subsidiary questions as follows. 

1. How to teach reading using jigsaw technique? 

2. What is the result of teaching English reading using jigsaw technique? 

3. What are the strengths and the weaknesses of teaching reading using 

jigsaw technique? 

These three questions were formulated into research hypotheses as follows: 

Ho : Jigsaw technique is not effective to teach reading 

Hi : Jigsaw technique is effective to teach reading 

 

 



D. Limitation of the Study 

The research focuses only on searching the technique of jigsaw 

through Pre experiment with one group Pre-test and Post-test design. The 

result of this experiment can not be generalized. 

 

E. Objective of the Study  

Based on the research problem, the study is aimed to: 

1. describe the implementation of teaching reading using jigsaw to the first 

year students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura. 

2. describe  the result of teaching reading using jigsaw to the first year 

students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura. 

3. describe the strengths and weaknesses of teaching reading using jigsaw to 

the first year students of SMP Al Islam Kartasura. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study  

After analyzing the problems, the researcher would like to get practical 

and theoretical benefits as follows. 

 

1. Practical Benefit  

a. The finding of this research will be useful for teacher trainees who are 

interested in analyzing teaching reading to the secondary school. 

b. It will give experience and clear understanding about the process of 

teaching reading using cooperative method especially jigsaw to the 

readers.  



c. It will give contribution to English teacher and can be a reference to 

improve their ability and competence in teaching English. 

 

2. Theoretical Benefit 

The finding of this research will contribute to the development of 

knowledge especially language teaching methodology.  

 

 
G. Research Paper Organization  

The organization of the research paper is given to make the readers 

understand the content of the paper. Chapter I is introduction which deals with 

background of the study, previous study, limitation of the study, problem 

statement, objective of the study, and benefit of the study and research 

organization.  

Chapter II discusses the underlying theory. It concerns with the 

teaching reading cooperative method, jigsaw and teaching English to the first 

year students of Junior High School. 

In Chapter III, the researcher describes the research method. It presents 

the type of the study, subject of the study, object of the study, method of 

collecting data and method of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV discusses research findings and discussion. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 


