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MOTTO 

 Work as if you live forever and worship as though you will die tomorrow. 

(Muhammad SAW) 

 The only way to do great work is to love what you do.  

(Steve Jobs) 

 When you focus on problems, you will have more problems. When you 

focus on possibilities, you will have more opportunities. (Anonymous) 

 Education is the kindling of a flame not the filling of a vessel. 

(Socrates) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

iv 



 

DEDICATION 

 

This thesis is dedicated to: 

My beloved parents 

My beloved husband 

My beloved sons 

My friends 

My students 

 

 “Thanks for the love, support, and pray” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

v 



 

 

 

 

 

vi 

  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 

 

Bismillahirrohmanirrohim 

All praises and thanks are Allah’s, the one and the only one lord in the 

universe. His uncountable graces, faiths, and helps always stand behind me, show 

me the right way, and carry me out to the final step of my thesis writing. A million 

of thanks for You, my Lord.  

God’s mercies and blessings may always be poured down upon our 

beloved prophet Muhammad SAW, the greatest figure in the world, who shares 

inspiration, spirit, and power to be a good man here and here after. 

This thesis writing which is intended to fulfill the requirement of Master 

degree of language study in English at Post-graduate Program of Language Study 

of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta would not have been completed 

without some contributions and supports from many people. 

Thus, I want to express my deepest gratitude to my advisors, Dr. M. 

Thoyibi, M.S. and Dr. Phil DewiCandraningrum, M. Ed. who have given me their 

valuable guidance, inspiration, and patience, which finally led me to finish the 

process of thesis writing. Furthermore, I also want to express my sincerely thanks 

to: 

1. The Rector of the Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, who has given 

me the hidden spirit and motivation to develop academicals competence as 

well as Islamic studies. 

vii 



2. The Dean of Postgraduate Faculty of Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta, for your cooperativeness so that I could finally finish taking all 

lectures in English Language Studies Department. 

3. The Head of the Postgraduate Program of Language Studies of 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, and all lecturers of English 

department, for every valuable knowledge, opportunity, and experience 

given to me so far. 

4. All of my lecturers in English Department and also all of the lecturers in 

the Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta who give me valuable 

knowledge and experience, so I am able to get the Degree of Master. 

5. My beloved parents, husband, and sons who always give me endless love, 

care, eternal pray, and guidance. 

6. Everyone who cannot be mentioned one by one. 

Finally, the researcher hopes that this thesis will be useful for her, the 

readers who are interesting to read it, and everyone who needs it. The constructive 

criticism and the suggestions are expected from the readers. 

 

 

Surakarta, 22October 2015 

 

 

SRI WINARSIH 

viii 



TABLE OF CONTENTS 

APPROVAL SHEET……………………………………………….. 
APPROVAL OF THESIS FOR SUBMISSION………………………… 
MOTTO ……………………………………………………………….. 
DEDICATION ………………………………………………………… 
PRONOUNCEMENT ………………………………………....….……...    
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ……………………………………………….. 
TABLE OF CONTENTS ………………………………………………… 
ABSTRACT ………………………………………………………………. 
 

ii 
iii 
iv 
v 
vi 
vii 
ix 
xi 
 

CHAPTER I INTRODUCTION 
A. Background of the Research …………………………………………. 
B. Problem Statements…………………………………………………. 
C. Limitation of the Research .………………………………………….. 
D. Objectives of the Research …………………………………………… 
E. Benefits of the Research …………………………………………… 

1. Theoretical benefit………………………………………………. 
2. Practical benefit…………………………………………………. 

F. Paper Organization ………………………………………………….. 
 

 
1 
8 
8 
9 
9 
9 
9 
9 

CHAPTER II REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 
A. The Sociology of Literature………………………………………… 
B. Perspectives of Sociology of Literature…………………………… 

1. Literature as a mirror to the age………………………………. 
2. A work of literature and the social situation of the writer ……… 
3. A work of literature and the society …………………………... 

C. The Concept of Social problems…………………………………….. 
D. The Essentials of Social Class and Social Stratification…..………… 
E. Review of Previous Studies………….……………………………….. 

 
11 
15 
15 
17 
18 
19 
23 
26 

CHAPTER III RESEARCH METHOD 
A. Research Design…………………………………………………….. 
B. Subject and Object of the Research………………………………… 
C. Data Source……………………………………………………….. 
D. The Method of Data Collection…………………………………… 
E. Technique of Data Analysis …………………………………………. 

 
34 
35 
35 
36 
36 

CHAPTER IVENGLISH SOCIETY IN THE FIRST HALF of THE  
19th CENTURY  
A. The Life of the Author……………………………………………. 
B. English Society in First Half of the Ninth Century………………... 

1. Political Aspect………………………………………………… 
2. Social Aspect …………………………………………………. 

a. Social Structure……………………………………………. 
b. Women Status……………………………………………… 
c. Women and Marriage……………………………………… 

ix 

 
 

38 
39 
39 
44 
44 
47 
48 
 



3. Economical Aspect…………………………………………… 
4. Literature Victorian Novel………………………………………. 
5. Science and Technology Developmental Aspect ………………. 
6. Cultural Aspect……………………………………….………….. 
7. Religious Aspect………………………………………………… 
8. Social Issues………………………………………….………….. 

a. Poverty…………………………………………….…………. 
b. Child labor and orphan ………………….………………… 
c. Disease ………………………………………………………. 
d. Addiction……………………………………………………. 
e. Prostitution………………………………………………….. 
f. Health ……………………………………………………….. 
g. Education……………………………………………………. 

 

50 
53 
55 
56 
57 
59 
59 
60 
61 
62 
63 
64 
64 

CHAPTER VSOCIAL INJUSTICE in JANE EYRE AND THE  
DISCUSSION 
A. Social Injustice in Jane Eyre………………………………………… 

1. Neglected Orphan…………………………………………….. 
a. Jane Eyre ………………………………………………….. 
b. Helen Burnt……………………………………………… 
c. Adela Varens……………………………………………… 

2. Child Abuse………………………………………………… 
a. Emotional and/or psychological abuse ………………… 
b. Physical abuse………………………………………….. 

3. Rigid Social Class Relation ………………………………… 
a. The relation between upper - lower ……………..…… 
b. The relation between middle - upper ………………..….. 
c. The relation among uppers……………………………… 

4. Erroneous Impression of Governess ………………………… 
5. Harsh School Regulation………………….………………….. 
6. Fallen women………………….…………………………… 
7. Health, Disease and Death……………………………………. 

a. Typhus ……………………………………………….… 
b. Tuberculosis……………………………………………… 
c. Stroke ………………………………………………..…… 
d. Suicide …………………………………………………… 
e. Insanity ……………………………………………..……. 

8. Disputed Bequest …………………………………………….. 
B. Discussion……………………………………………………..……… 

 

 
 

67 
69 
69 
76 
77 
79 
81 
84 
89 
93 
95 
97 
100 
104 
108 
109 
109 
111 
111 
111 
112 
113 
114 
 

CHAPTER VI CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION  
A. Conclusion……………………………………………………………. 
B. Pedagogical Implication…………………………………………….. 
C. Suggestion……………………………..……………………………. 
BIBLIOGRAPHY. 

 
 118 
 119 
 119 

x 



 

ABSTRACT 

 

Sri Winarsih. 2015. Protest Against Social Injustice in Charlotte Bronte’s Jane 
Eyre .Thesis.Surakarta: Postgraduate Program of Language Study, 
Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

Advisor : Dr. M. Thoyibi, M.S. and Dr. Phil. DewiCandraningrum, M. Ed. 
Key Words : social injustice, sociology of literature  
 

Novel, as one kind of fiction, facilitate a man who called anauthor, as a 
member of society and a man who is given a talent to write, to expose what in 
her/his mind such social problem happens in society. Here, the novel functions as 
both giving pleasure and benefit. He/she has chance and competence to elevate 
even a horrible social problem to the worthy one through aesthetic works. That is 
the function of literature which Rene Wellek (1978) stated: “it is probable that all 
art is "sweet" and "useful" to its appropriate users: that what it articulates is 
superior to their own self-induced reverie or reflection(p. 21).  

This research aims to expose social injustice portrayed in Charlotte 
Bronte’s Jane Eyre and to prove the author’s protest against social injustice 
through the main character of this novel. This research is classified as a descriptive 
qualitative method. The primary data source of this research is the novel Jane 
Eyreby Charlotte Bronte (1848). This novel consists of 459 pages. The collecting 
data process is note-taking technique. So, this research is also categorized as 
library research. 

Based on the investigation on social injustice in Jane Eyre, the researcher 
draws conclusions such follows. There are nine social injustices portrayed in Jane 
Eyre i.e. neglected orphan, child abuse, rigid social class relation, erroneous 
impression of governess, harsh school regulation, health, disease and death, fallen 
women, disputed bequest, and faith versus human right . 

The result, the researcher found Charlotte Bronte’s disapproval against the 
social injustice seen through the main character (Jane Eyre)’s views expressed in 
dialogues with supporting characters and narration. The disapproval promoted by 
the author in her struggle is to protest the social injustice and to change the 
dreadful conditions at that time to the better and valuable ones. It also influences 
the other character to care about such social injustice in the imaginary condition 
and revolutionize it. By applying the theory of sociology of literature, the 
researcher deems Jane Eyre is a historical document since it illustrates the 
evidences and happened in English society in the early nineteenth century.  
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