
A COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN THE SYMBOL USED 

IN INDONESIAN AND ENGLISH SWEAR WORDS USED IN 

INTERNET: SYMBOLIC PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Research Paper  

Submitted as a Partial of the Requirements  

for Getting the Bachelor Degree of Education  

in English Department Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

 

 

by 

INE ALVI SYIFAI 
A 320 050 210 

 

 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA 

2009 



CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Everyday, human life contacts with the communication. The 

communication is the media to connect with other people. Communication 

includes sending message and receiving from others. It refers to any message, not 

just the highly structured symbolic messages of language. Without the 

communication, human being cannot build their knowledge. The communication 

roles are delivering and getting the information.  

Commonly, people know the communications in two forms: verbal and 

non-verbal communications. People know that verbal communication is the 

communication uses oral and written expression.  The oral expression is used by 

the people to produce sound and written expression is used by people to produce 

writing expression. But, in the non-verbal expression people use such like 

expression except oral and written. People can use gesture, facial expression, eye 

contact etc. 

Communication needs media. Language as the way of communications is 

one of the media of communication. Language related to meaning and in other 

side related to the sign, sound, word and sentence or written text. Beside language, 

we have symbol as one of the media that used to express something invisible in 

the communication. A symbol is something such as an object, picture, written 

word, a sound, or particular mark that stands for something else by association, 



resemblance, or convention, especially a material object used to represent 

something invisible. Symbols indicate and represent ideas, concepts, or other 

abstractions. For example, in the United States and Australia use a red octagon for 

the symbol that conveys the particular idea of "STOP". 

Swear word is one of the words that use symbol to explain it. In internet 

database, people can find many lists of swear word from many country in the 

world. In Indonesia and English language, there are many words to swear. Here 

some examples of swear words from both languages: 

Indonesia English 

Anjing 
Brengsek 
Bajingan 
Bego 
Tai 
Gila 
Sinting 
Monyet 
 

Ass 
Bitch 
Bastard 
Cock 
Damn 
Dog 
Fuck 
Shit 

From some examples above, people know that usually people swear 

someone indirectly. People swear someone uses the symbol word that indirectly 

equalize with their attitude. It is an interesting phenomenon in the communication. 

But the problem is how can people analyze symbol that used in this word? The 

clear analysis and discussion will be explained by the writer in this research. 

Based on the discussion above it is interested to study the use of symbol 

on swear words between the two languages. The swear words data from both 

languages are taken from the Internet database. So, the writer takes a title A 

COMPARATIVE STUDY BETWEEN THE SYMBOL USED IN INDONESIAN 

AND ENGLISH SWEAR WORDS USED IN INTERNET: SYMBOLIC 



PERSPECTIVE. The writer takes this title because the writer is interested in the 

comparison between swear words symbol that used in Indonesia and English 

language. The writer also interests to find out the meaning behind swear word. 

 

B. Previous Research 

Many students of English department have studied swear words and made 

the swear words as a research paper. The previous research had done by Sakinah 

(2006), Kharisma Sri Wijayanti (2007) and Ratih Pratiwi (2008). Sakinah (2006) 

studies “A Semiotic Study on Simile Used in English Translation of Al-Quran”. 

She describes the variation and the meaning of symbol that used on simile in Al-

Quran. Her finding says that there are nine variations of symbol that used on 

simile in Al-Quran. The symbols are human, object, abstract or being, terrestrial, 

energy, animate, life, cosmos and substance symbol. 

Kharisma Sri Wijayanti (2007) studies “An Analysis of Warning Icons 

Used on Food and Beverage Cartons (Semiotic Approach)”. She describes the 

meaning of warning icons and the reason of the chosen icon. Her finding says that 

in the different warning icon it is possible to have same meaning. But in the same 

meaning, the researcher finds the various icons. She also finds that most of 

warning icons drew based on its popularity, society acceptability, characteristic 

and clarity reason for its icons. 

The last researcher is Ratih Pratiwi (2008). She studies “A Semiotics 

Study on Metaphor used in English Translation of Al-Quran”. The same research 

has done by Sakinah (2006). But, Ratih Pratiwi analyzes about metaphor. She 



describes the variations of the methapor symbol in English translation of Al-

Quran. She finds that in English Translation of Al-Quran there are 7 symbols. 

These are: energy symbol, abstract symbol, object symbol, terrestrial symbol, 

substance symbol, animate creature symbol, and man/human symbol. She also 

finds that the meaning of metaphor can be classified as beautifying meaning, 

reminding meaning, commanding meaning, criticism meaning, expressing 

sarcasm meaning, and threatening meaning. 

Concerning with the research that have over been conducted by Sakinah, 

Kharisma Sri Wijayanti and Ratih Pratiwi, the writer will put different data and 

elaborate it in different perspective. In this research, the writer wants to analyze 

the symbols, the meaning and the comparison between the symbol in swear words 

used in Indonesia and English language. The writer takes internet database for the 

data. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study, the research problems on this study 

are formulated as follows: 

1. What symbols are used in the Swear Words in Internet? 

2. What are the meaning of the swear words in Internet?, and 

3. What are the comparison between the symbols used in swear Words in 

Indonesian and English Internet? 

 

 



D. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the research are as follows: 

1. to explain the variations of the symbol used in the Swear Words in Internet,  

2. to explain the meaning of the swear words in Internet, and 

3. to explain the comparison between the symbol used in Swear Words in 

Indonesian and English Internet. 

 

E. Limitation of the Study 

People swear usually use the implicit word. The implicit word here named 

symbol that is used to assume someone we swear. Indonesia and English language 

have many variations of swear words. From the variations of swear words there 

are many symbol that used here. People know that in both of language, there are 

similarities and differences of the symbol in swear words.  

The comparisons of using symbol on swear words between both of 

language are interesting to study. This is one of many interesting phenomena in 

communication. So, the writer chooses this comparison to be a problem of a 

research paper. For easy to collect the data, the writer uses the search engine in 

internet to find the data. Because of this problem is too complex, the writer limits 

this research on the variations of the symbol used in swear words, the meaning of 

swear words and the comparison between two languages. Because the data used in 

this research is too much to analyze, so the writer limits the data analysis into the 

data that uses same root and the data that has same reference. 

 



F. Research Benefit 

The writer expects this research gives benefit not only on academic benefit 

but also in practical benefit. 

1. Theoretically: 

a. The finding of this research is used in semiotic learning on symbol 

perspective. 

b. This research is expected to gain more knowledge about symbol used in 

communication.  

2. Practically: 

a. The English teacher 

The result of the study might be useful as additional information in 

teaching semiotics concerning symbol on swear words. 

b. The English student 

The result of the study might be useful as additional information in 

learning semiotics concerning symbol on swear words. 

c. The Readers 

This can enrich the reader knowledge about information of variation of 

swear words symbol, swear words meaning and the comparison between 

the symbols used in swear Words in Indonesian and English. 

 

 

 

 

 



G. Organization of the Research 

To make the reader easy in reading this research, the writer uses the 

following research organization: 

Chapter I is introduction. This chapter involves background of the study, 

previous research, problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the 

study, research benefit and organizational of the research. 

Chapter II is underlying theory. This chapter deals with some theories that the 

writer used to analyze this research. The researcher uses the semiotic and swears 

words theory. In semiotic theory the writer explains some theories from Ferdinand 

De Saussure, Pierce and Hjemslev.  

Chapter III is research method. This chapter presents the type and approach of 

the study, the object, data and source of the data, technique for collecting data and 

technique for analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is research result. This chapter discusses data analysis and 

discussion. 

Chapter V draws conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


