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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A.  Background of Study 

Directives utterance is one kind of speech act. They are used by the 

speaker to get someone to do or not to do something. People use this directive 

utterance everyday. 

People use directive utterances in many ways. They use different 

linguistic form in expressing directive utterances. The linguistic form of directive 

utterances can be declarative, interrogative and imperative. So, not only the 

imperative form can show the directive utterances, but also declarative and 

interrogative.  

The directive utterances are also having different meaning / speaker’s 

intentions. People may order, request, advise, forbid, etc by using the directives 

utterances. The speaker’s intentions of the directive utterances can be seen 

directly or indirectly. The speaker’s intention can be seen directly in imperative 

sentence, while the explicit intention uses the other language form. The speaker’s 

intention can by analyzed by using speech act theory. For example, when the 

teacher wants to get the students to switch on the lamp, he / she can use these 

utterances:  

1. Switch the lamp on!! 

2. It is dark here. 
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The basic function of the utterances above is to order the students to 

switch on the lamp. The first utterance is directive using imperative, so he 

intention can be seen directly, while the second utterance is using declarative, so 

the intention must be interpreted and t can not be seen directly. 

The directive utterances that are used by people also show the politeness 

level. The words will, would, can, could, please, etc show the politeness of 

directive utterances. For example, it is more polite to ask some one to open the 

door by saying “could you open the door, please?” than “open the door!” .The 

addressee will be more comfortable to hear the first expression, because the 

expression shows respect of the speaker. While the second expression does not 

show sympathy. 

The politeness in using directive utterance needs to be taught to the 

children. They should learn it to have a polite manner. They should have a 

manner of saying anything include the way to use directive utterances. They are 

hoped to use the utterance in polite ways.  

The children should also understand the kinds of the directive utterances 

and the meaning of them, so they will use the utterances properly and effectively. 

There will be no misunderstanding by using the directive utterances, if they know 

the meaning of the utterances.  

Children learn a language from their environment. They will know how to 

express the directive utterances by imitating their parents, their teacher, friends 

etc. The television program that they watch and even the reading material of the 

children also influence the way they use the directive utterances.  
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The famous children stories like Sinbad, Cinderella and the Living Sand 

Castle that are rewritten by John Rickey which also show interesting picture 

make the children like to read them. The stories show many kinds of directive 

utterances that will influence the way how the children use the utterances.   

From the description above, the writer likes to hold a research paper to 

analyze the language form, intention and politeness pattern of directive utterances 

in children stories. So the writer conducts a research entitled A STUDY OF 

DIRECTIVE UTTERANCES IN CHILDREN STORIES: A PRAGMATIC 

APPROACH. 

 

B. Previous  Study 

To support a research of course the writer needs some other researches 

that have been made by others researchers. In this research the writer presents a 

research that has been made by a graduation from Muhammadiyah University of 

Surakarta. 

The writer finds a study that analyzes directive utterance that is a study 

entitled A PRAGMATIC ANALYSIS ON DIRECTIVE UTTERANCES IN 

THE ENGLISH TRANSLATION OF ALQUR’AN. The research paper is 

written by Suharno in 2004. The research studies about the directive utterances in 

the English translation of Al Qur’an. The object used to be analyzed is the 

directive utterance in the form of sentence. The writer takes the data from the 

English translation of Al Qur’an especially chapter Ya Sin. 
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He finds that the imperative form of directive utterances has formula: a 

sentence begun with predicate which consists of base verb, phrasal verb. The 

interrogative form of directive utterances is begun with adjunct, auxiliary + 

subject + not. He finds that declarative sentence is begun with the use of adjunct, 

an introductory word “there” as the substitute of subject. In Relation to the 

meaning, he also gets three kinds of meaning in directive utterances, namely; 

commanding/ordering, requesting and warning. 

The writer has an interesting data that will be analyzed in the research 

paper. The data are taken from children’s story books. They are written in a 

simple sentence, whereas the data from the former research are taken from Al 

Qur’an which has more complex sentences. That point makes this research is still 

interesting to be held. In this research we will know what kind of linguistic forms 

and the meanings of directive utterances that are used in children stories. And the 

other point that makes this research paper becomes different to the other is it is 

also analyzing the politeness pattern of the directive utterances. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

This research concern with the following problems: 

1. What are the linguistic forms of directive utterances used in children stories? 

2. What are the speaker’s intentions of directive utterances in children stories? 

3. What are the politeness patterns of the directive utterances? 
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D. Limitation of The Study 

In conducting the research, the writer limits the problems that are going to 

be discussed. This research only deals with the directive utterances in some 

children stories that are rewritten by John Rickey: The Seven Voyages of Sinbad 

the Sailor, Cinderella and the Living Sand Castle. 

 

E. Objective of the Study 

Based on the problem statement mentioned above, the writer has the 

following objectives as follows: 

1. To classify the linguistic forms of directive utterances in children stories. 

2. To analyze the speaker’s intentions of directive utterances in children Stories. 

3. To describe the politeness patterns of directive utterances in children Stories. 

 

F. Benefits of the Study 

Because of the influential important of Directive Utterances, the writer 

hopes that this research will have some benefits for the readers. After reading this 

research, the reader can have some advantages as follows: 

1. The readers will have knowledge about the directive utterances. 

2. The readers are able to recognize the speaker’s intentions of directive 

utterances in children stories. 

3. The readers are able to classify the directive utterance based on the linguistic  

form of it. 
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4. In the long run, the readers will be able to recognize the other kinds of 

speaker intention of directive utterances. 

 

G. Research Paper Organization 

In order to have guidance for either the writer herself in arranging the 

thesis or the readers in reading the whole contents of this research, the researcher 

organizes her research as follows: 

Chapter I is Introduction. This chapter deals with Background of the 

Study, Previous Study, Problem Statement, Limitation of the Study, Objective of 

the Study, Benefit of the Study and Research Paper Organization 

Chapter II is Underlying Theory. This chapter discusses about Notion of 

Pragmatics, Speech Act, Directive Utterance, Context, Politeness Principle and 

Linguistic Form. 

Chapter III is Research Method. In this chapter the writer is concerned 

with object of research consist of Type of Research, Object of Research, Data 

and Data Source, Method of Collecting Data and Technique of Analyzing Data. 

Chapter IV deals with Analyzing Data. The writer analyzes the linguistics 

form, the intention and the politeness pattern of directive utterances and 

discussion of the finding. 

Chapter V: Closing. It contains conclusion and suggestion. 
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