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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Every person has basic nature that must be appreciated by others. 

Basic nature consists of many natures, such as kind characteristics, 

ordinary characteristics, and bad characteristics. One example of bad 

nature is the treachery or betrayal. Not every human has good nature or 

good habitation, God created all in this world together side by side, such as 

the strength and the weakness, the loyalty and the treachery. 

Treachery is devastating because it disrupts an ongoing, 

meaningful relationship in which partners have invested material and 

emotional resources. Treachery and betrayal are the two basic risks people 

take in close relationships (Jones, Couch and Scott, 1997). 

Betrayal of the term “to betray,” including to deliver up to an enemy, to be 

disloyal or unfaithful, to deceive or mislead, to reveal secrets, to seduce and 

desert, and to disappoint the hopes or expectations of another (The Macquarie 

Dictionary, 1991). 

 

The treachery is the part of the basic bad nature. It is fundamental 

bad nature and important thing to make difference to the others. It is the 

nature of an individual to hold or consider a fact. Treachery does not 

happen just to relationship between employment relationship or friendship, 

but also happens to the love relationship. When those on whom we depend 

for love and support betray our trust, the feeling is like a stab at the heart 

that leaves us feeling unsafe, diminished, and alone. Psychologically, then, 

betrayal may be conceived as a profound form of interpersonal rejection 

with potentially serious consequences for the healthy functioning of the 

betrayed individual (Gaylin, 1984). 

On this occasion the researcher will look beyond a person‟s 

character from a drama with a title Public Enemy in which people that has 
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treachery nature. Public Enemy is written by Henrik Ibsen (1882). The 

treachery is the basic nature of the individual, like the nature of Hovstad in 

this drama. Hovstad is the professional type of People Herald who 

constantly wants to stir things up as long as he is not directly involved and 

will not be personally affected. His main concern is to increase the 

circulation of his paper, and for this purpose he will ignore any principle. 

He supports Dr. Stockmann as long as he thinks the compact majority and 

the public are behind Dr. Stockmann. But as soon as it is known that the 

public will not support any idea which is going to cost money, he turns 

against Dr. Stockmann and supports the Mr. Mayor (Ibsen, 1882). 

 This drama is telling about changing cultural in that region which 

trusted by the occupation, but in one time Dr. Stockhman comes, he wants 

to change the false cultural. But, his idea is refused by the all people, 

including Hovstad. It is very interesting to be read because this book 

reveals some important issues such as the dirty baths, the mayor‟s politic, 

and also the faithful. Henrik Ibsen has said that the stories portray some of 

his personal experience, such as his disappointment to the baths in that era. 

Ibsen also includes passage reflecting the destructiveness of Peter‟s 

political (Ibsen, 1882). 

Public Enemy is written by Henrik Ibsen. Henrik Johan Ibsen born 

in 1828 in Skien, Norway, was the eldest of five children after the early 

death of his older brother. His father, Knud Ibsen, one in a long line of sea 

captains, had been born in Skien in 1797 and had married Marichen 

Cornelia Martie Altenburg, the daughter of a German merchant, in 1825.  

Before Henrik Ibsen wrote An Enemy of the Public, he has wrote A 

Doll’s House (1879), and continuation to the Ghost (1881), and 1 year 

later he wrote A Public of the Enemy that shows since 1887, then The Lady 

from the Sea (1888), and the next drama is Hedda Gabler (1890), and 

many more dramas and books that he wrote. 
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There are some reasons why the writer is interested in analyzing 

this book. Firstly, An Enemy of the Public is a depiction of the realities of 

life with all kinds of the problems. Secondly, An Enemy of the Public 

deals explicitly with themes of the faithful. The last, Public Enemy also 

reflects the destructiveness of the treachery. Firstly, Public Enemy is a 

depiction of the realities of life with all kinds of the reality aspects. So, we 

can take some values in the book, such as appreciate to other people, 

sacrifices, candor, and firmness. Henrik Ibsen has said the stories reflect 

some of his personal experiences. Such as the public conflict of the mayor 

in that era. Secondly, Public Enemy consists of the faithful. Many critics 

have given from all sides to the Dr. Stockmann, but in this story Mrs. 

Stockmann is still faithful to her husband. She is so faithful like when she 

said “Yes, they‟ve treated you very badly here, Tomas. But do we have to 

leave the country altogether, just because of them?”. The last reason is 

Public Enemy also reflects the destructiveness of the treachery. The 

betrayer is Hovstad, He is an editor in the People Herald. At first he agrees 

with the Dr. Stockhman‟s idea, but at least he opposes Dr. Stockhman and 

he becomes the Mayor side. The treachery is important to analyze because 

according the writer this characteristic is the basic nature.  

Relating to all the reasons above, the writer uses psychological 

individual approach. The 'Individual Psychologist' works with an 

individual as an equal to uncover his values and assumptions. As a person 

is not aware that he is acting according to misperceptions, it becomes the 

task of the practitioner to not only lead the individual to an insightful 

exposure of his errors, but also to re-orient him toward a more useful way 

of living. The practitioner seeks to establish a climate in which learning 

can take place. Encouragement and optimism are his key concerns. 

Adlerian therapy permits the use of a wide variety of techniques, for 

example, Drama Therapy and Art Therapy. Despite the methods used, 

techniques are used first to help relieve suffering and second, to promote 
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positive change and empowerment. From the point of view of Mind 

Development, the most important constant factor is the stress on social 

interactions and social contribution; the more outgoing social interest, the 

less feelings of inferiority the individual has. (Alfred Alder, Individual 

Psychological Terms).  

Based on the data above, the researcher analyzes the Public Enemy 

drama by using psychological individual approach to dig up major and 

minor characters‟ of thought entitled TREACHERY REFLECTED IN 

HENRIK IBSEN‟S PUBLIC ENEMY (1882); AN INDIVIDUAL 

PSYCHOLOGICAL APPROACH to achieve the purpose of the study, the 

writer analyzes the drama of its nature of literary, nature of author and 

nature of society. 

 

B. Literature Review 

To prove the original of this research the researcher wants to 

present the previous researcher that it deals to this object research and the 

analysis. The researcher looks for the other research as references that it 

has correlation with this research. The researcher finds the reference that it 

has correlation with this analysis. The first study about An Enemy of the 

People drama is conducted by Nurcahyani Retno Pambudi, a 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta student, in her article publised on 

March, 2014, entitled “Struggle for Public Welfare in An Enemy of the 

People Drama (1882) by Henrik Ibsen: A Sociological Approach”. 

She concludes that the result of her study is Henrik Ibsen shows the 

social reality of Norway. Although Norway in late nineteenth century was 

developing country, Henrik Ibsen also criticized the society for ignoring 

the bad impact of the development public and physical environment. 

The second is study which was conducted by Mordecai Roshwald 

(2004). A new critical edition of drama entitled “The Alienated Moralist in 
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An Enemy of the People”. Roshwald concludes that the doctor is a defiant 

and militant moralist. He believes that  he  is  true  and  the  people  are  

wrong. Consequently  he  suffers  for  his  independent and  unbending  

stand,  is  not  an  unfamiliar phenomenon, whether in the annals of human 

history  or  in  the  experience  of  contemporary societies. 

Then, Candra Bagus Santoso (2008) by his research paper “Making 

Meaningful Choices In Ibsen’s An Enemy Of The People Drama (1882): 

An Existentialist Criticism”. He focused in how the actor makes a 

meaningful choice in his problem. Candra shows what actors do to finish 

some problem with the government in his city. He uses an existentialist 

criticism to analyze this drama. 

The fourth previous study is from Hub Zwart, “Environmental 

Pollution and Professional Responsibility”. By his study, he want to  

submit the play to a "second reading". 

The fifth, Joan Templeton in titled “Making the Theater Metter”. In 

their journal they discuss about the life journey of the father of modern 

drama, Henrik Ibsen. In the journal explains some things which finished 

by Henrik Ibsen. Beside that Anna also proclaims that establish some 

social event to reminded Henrik Ibsen. 

Then, Martin J. Walker, MA by his journal “Uncomfortable 

Science and Enemies of the People”. In his analysis he wanted to write an 

account of Henrik Ibsen‟s play „An Enemy of the People‟; the narrative of 

the play uncannily replicates the situation, feelings and social 

consequences of the case of Dr. Andrew Wakefield. 

The seventh study is from Noorbakhsh Hooti in titled “The Battle 

between Responsibility and Manipulation in Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of 

the People”. His study is an attempt to bring into picture the nature of 

responsibility and manipulation and their ceaseless battle, which leads to un-

called for and untoward repercussions in the play in hand. 

The next literature review is from A. S. M. Anwarullah Bhuiyan, 

Quest for Administrative Ethics in An Enemy of the People. In his study he 
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wants to focus on some ideas such as virtue ethics, principle of duty, 

problem solving model and some form of democratic model. As a case 

study, he has chosen a play of Henrik Ibsen‟s: An Enemy of the People. 

The ninth, Fatemeh Ghafourinia by her research journal in titled 

“The Individualism in Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of the People”. The 

objective in her paper is to trace the struggles of the free individuals and 

the visionaries against tyranny of the majority through contextual 

analytical study of Dr. Thomas Stockmann, the individualist rebel hero in 

An Enemy of the People. 

The last study is from Paméssou Walla entitled Political 

Corruption and Intellectual Activism in Henrik Ibsen’s An Enemy of the 

People. His article, therefore intends to explore the issues of politics and 

discuss the responsibility of an intellectual political activist as viewed in 

the play An Enemy of the People by the Norwegian playwright Henrik 

Ibsen. 

Based on the description, the researcher above is different with the 

researcher because research uses humanistic psychological as approach. 

The researcher here wants to conduct a study on Henrik Ibsen‟s drama 

based on Individual psychological approach. The writer focuses on the 

Treachery in Public Enemy drama. The similarity of this research is the 

use of Public Enemy drama (1882) as the data source. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The problem statement of this research is “How is treachery 

reflected in Henrik Ibsen’s Public Enemy?” 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study are mentioned as follows: 

1. To analyze Henrik Ibsen’s Public Enemy (1882) based on the 

structural elements of the drama. 

2. To reveal  treachery by using An individual psychological approach.  
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E. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing treachery 

reflected in Henrik Ibsen’s Public Enemy (1882) based on An individual 

psychological Approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The study is expected to give benefits as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The writer wishes that this study can impart a new contribution and 

information to the larger body of knowledge, especially the literary 

study on Henrik Ibsen’s Public Enemy (1882). 

2. Practical Benefit 

This study is wished to give deeper understanding and enrich both 

knowledge and experience especially for the writer, generally for other 

students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta and also can be 

used as reference by other university students who are interested in 

literary study in Public Enemy (1882) by Henrik Ibsen based on An 

Individual psychological Approach. 

 

G. Research Method 

In this research, the writer analyzes Henrik Ibsen’s Public Enemy 

(1882). There are five elements that should be taken into account in this 

research, they are: 

1. Type of the Study 

The writer will employ the descriptive qualitative research. 

Moloeng (1983:3) affirms that qualitative research is research 

which result in the descriptive data in the form observed people or 

behaviors. Then, the steps of conducting this qualitative study are 

(1) determining the object of the study, (2) determining the source 

of the data, (3) determining the method of data collection, and (4) 

determining the technique of data analysis.  
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2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is Public Enemy drama by Henrik Ibsen 

which is published in 1882. It is analyzed by using an individual 

psychological approach. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two types of data namely primary data and secondary 

data that are needed to do this research. 

a. Primary Data 

The primary data are the main data obtained from all 

the words, dialogues, phrases and sentences in the drama 

script. The primary data sources of the study are Public 

Enemy by Henrik Ibsen. 

b. Secondary Data 

Secondary data are the supporting data taken from 

literary books, criticism, and some articles related to the 

drama. The secondary data of the study are taken from any 

information related to the drama. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

In conducting the study, the writer uses the techniques in collecting 

the data as follows:  

a. Reading the dialog/drama script repeatedly. 

b. Taking notes of important part in both primary and secondary 

data. 

c. Underlying the important word, phrases and sentences which 

are related to the study. 

d. Arranging the data into several part based on its classification. 

e. Selecting the data by rejecting the irrelevant information which 

does not support the topic of the study. 

f. Drawing the conclusion of the analysis that has already done in 

the former chapter and formulating its pedagogical suggestion. 
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5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

In analysis data, the writer uses descriptive qualitative analysis of 

content. The steps of technique of the data analysis are compiled as 

follows: 

a. Analyzing the structural elements of the dialog/drama script. 

Focus will be paid on the structural analysis of the drama. 

b. Trying to decide the individual psychological analysis of 

literary work 

c. Making discussion of the finding 

d. Making conclusion 

 

H.   Paper Organizer 

The research paper organization of “Treachery Reflected in Public 

Enemy (1882) Drama An Individual psychological approach” consist of 

five chapters which are presented as follows Chapter I is introduction of 

research that includes the background of the study, literature review, 

problem statement, limitation of study, objective of the study, research 

method, and research paper organization. Chapter II presents the 

underlying theory consisting notion of An individual psychological 

approach, the major principle of Individual psychological approach and 

structure element of the drama by describing character and 

characterization, setting, a point of view, plot, theme of the drama and 

brief decision. Chapter III is structural analysis of Public Enemy drama. 

Chapter IV contains Individual psychology analysis of Public Enemy 

drama. Finally the last chapter is about conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 




