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Abstract 

 
The objectives of the research are: 1) to describe the concept of hope  

reflected in the novels The Land of Fives Towers by Ahmad Fuadi, The Rainbow 
Troops and Edensor by Andrea Hirata; 2) to describe the concept of motivation is 
reflected in the novels The Land of Fives Towers by Ahmad Fuadi, The Rainbow 
Troops and Edensor by Andrea Hirata.    

 
The type of the research  used by the researcher was qualitative research.  

In this study, the researcher wants to describe systematically, factually, and 
accurately an interest of one of the intrinsic factor of novel, they were  hope and 
motivation reflected in the novels. The researcher used the descriptive method to 
analyze hope and motivation. The data were the novels “The Land of Five 
Towers” written by Ahmad Fuadi (A. Fuadi). “The Rainbow Troops” written by 
Andrea Hirata in 2009,  and the novel “Edensor” written by by Andrea Hirata in 
2011, consists of 238 pages, devided into 40 chapters, published by PT. Bentang 
Pustaka.  

 
The results of the research showed that the concept of hope in The Land of 

Five Towers was in the emphasis of Man Jadda Wajada spirit. The concept of 
hope in Andrea Hirata’s The Rainbow Troops was reflected in the hope of getting 
better life.  It was reflected in the form of conative aspect, they were expectation 
and desire. The concept of hope in Andrea Hirata’s Edensor was gaining a dream 
or people who do not have any dream. The concept of motivation in The Land of 
Five Towers was a high work ethic to set a goal to reach a certain hope in certain 
time. Qur'an reminds not to be like those who forgot Allah did not complete the 
obligation. Therefore, whoever always pays attention to their success in the 
hereafter would be motivated to write as part of worship and it could add a lot of 
good reward. The concept of motivation in The Rainbow Troops was naturally 
gravitate to mutual interests, and they enjoy talking as they share likes, dislikes, 
goals and dreams. That kind of a motivation exists with friends that they could 
trust each other to keep their secrets and confidences. The concept of motivation 
in Edensor was Andrea Hirata dream when he was child and his experiences as 
backpacker in two continents.  
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Introduction 

The literary works can be devided into three types, they are: poetry, prose 

and play/drama. To appreciate them, we have to understand or to comprehend and 

enjoy in other words we can judge the value of the literary works. In order to 

understand and enjoy the literary works, someone should read them again and 

again, try to understand them, then analyze or judge the value of them then 

communicate the result of judgement to others (Marlena, 2012).  

Islam, as a dakwah religion, commands to all believers to carry out the 

"Dakwah" in the sense invite to the good and forbidding evil. This obligation is 

carried in accordance with the conditions and capacity of every Muslim. One of 

the effective and efficiency dakwah approaches to mad’u (object of dakwah) 

currently is art. The art meant is rabbaniyah characterized which containing the 

beauty, goodness and truth. To be able to create works as intended the Qur'an as 

the main model (Palewai et.al., 2014). 

One of dakwah content in Islam is that one should be always in his hope and 

motivation, and never be hopeless. To be honorable discharge, man equipped with 

various potentials such as spirit, mind, the heart, passion, as well as physical 

endurance. Moreover, the most valuable things a man is accompanied by 

scriptural guide. These qualities were fundamental strength for the successful task 

and to overcome the obstacles that interfere with the goal (Palewai, et.al, 2014).  

To gain the goal, human is equipped with hope and motivation. Hope is the 

feeling that what is required can be owned or that events will become the best or 

the act of waiting something with need and reasonable confidence or feeling that 
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something desired will turn to reality (Smith, 1991:4). Hope exists when human 

“wants something to happen or to be true, and usually have a good reason to think 

that it might” (Cambridge Advanced Learner’s Dictionary, 3rd Ed).  

Motivation is the reasons that underlie behavior. There are two type of 

motivation, intrinsic and extrinsic. Intrinsic motivation refers to doing something 

because it is inherently interesting or enjoyable, and extrinsic motivation, refers to 

doing something because it leads to a separable outcome (Covington and Mueller, 

2001).  

Hope and motivation are the main issues that will be analyzed by the 

researcher in this research, especially hope and motivation in the  novels The Land 

of Five Towers written by Ahmad Fuadi, The Rainbow Troops, and Edensor 

written by Andrea Hirata.  

The reseacher chooses the three novels The Land of Fives Towers by 

Ahmad Fuady, The Rainbow Troops and Edensor by Andrea Hirata for three 

reasons. The first reason is that the researcher finds that the themes of the three 

novels are education. It relates to the researcher’s daily activity as a teacher. 

Besides the researcher also get positive moral value in the three novels.  They 

inspired the researcher to share it to others especially for the students.  

The second reason is that the three novels were written based on the real 

events. The experiences of the author were described clearly and interestingly. 

The storylines of the novels inspire the readers not to give up easily in achieving a 

dream. They also teach the readers to love family, friends and neighbors. The 

readers also find the meaning of life struggle of the main character. Although they 
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lived in limited condition and facilities they have great motivation to survive and 

made their hope came true.  

The third reason is that several studies about the three novels, none 

investigates the issue of hope and motivation, thus the researcher decides to do the 

research of them. At last, the researcher hopes that the students could get the best 

achievement after having great motivation to make their hopes turn to reality.  

The researcher will observes hope and motivation reflected in the three 

novels for the following reasons. The researcher observes that the author of the 

three novels illustrated the major characters’ behaviors mostly reflect those 

features. Hope and motivation are analyzed through structural elements of the 

novel such as theme, settings, characters and characterization.  

Research Methods  

The subjects of the study are the novels of Ahmad Fuadi’s The Land Of Five 

Towers (2011), Andrea Hirata’s The Rainbow Troops (2009) and Edensor (2011). 

In conducting the research, the researcher uses a descriptive study, particularly 

library study. Literary study belongs to descriptive study. By means of this study, 

the researcher will analyze how the structural elements make a single unity. It is 

done by collecting the data, and then analyzing and interpreting them on the basis 

of certain criteria, namely the characteristics of hope and motivation in the novels. 

The data include the novels themselves covering; the narration, the dialogues of 

the characters, and the events. They become the primary data for the analysis. The 

secondary data includes the information, critics, review about the novels.  
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In order to analyze the novels, the researcher uses psychological and 

structural approaches. The researcher analyzes hope and motivation of the 

characters through extrinsic and intrinsic aspects of the novels. 

Research Findings and Discussion   

The analysis of hope is based on John Locke’s theory of hope, that hope 

involves two aspects, cognitive and conative. Conative insofar as hope always 

involves desire for something, cognitive insofar as hope also involves some 

estimation of probability.  

The theme The Land of Five Towers is education, mainly Islamic education. 

It is shown in the emphasis of Man Jadda Wajada spirit. The aspects of hope are 

reflected in the principles were inculcated by Madani Pesantren teachers with 

discipline and sincerity. These principles strongly etched and burned into their 

souls, so the provision that is applied at each of their steps, and finally delivered 

accomplish what desired. 

The concept of hope involving in The Land of Five Towers through analysis 

of characters is going through cognitive and conative. The hope contains elements 

of desire for something, that is, the dreams of the characters, and estimation of 

probability, that is some probablilities of the characters to reach their dreams and 

the realization. 

The Land of Five Towers is a novel about the learning process and the 

pesantren. Although at first the main character was forced to enter pesantren, just 

following the will of his mother, but finally he was satisfied and thanked to his 

mother for gaining valuable knowledge as provision of life. Initially it will be 
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written in the form of a book, but this time embodied in the form of the "Negeri 

Lima Menara" novel.  

The desire to write is only for sharing to the society is a part of dakwah 

(encourage the good and forbidding the evil) with the hope of making it as 

motivation, ibrah(lesson) as the author's own experience. Based on the writer’s 

analysis and after studying this novel, there were some noble values that can be as 

motivation for the readers, such as disciplinary, eagerness, pray, hope, and 

friendship.  

Hope in The Rainbow Troops is reflected in the hope of getting better life. 

In the beginning of the story, the novel presents the hope of Bu Mus and Pak 

Harfan for the continuance of SD Muhammadiyah Gantong. The main theme of 

The Rainbow Troops is education. The theme is uniquely mixed with the story of 

warm friendship of the Rainbow Troops members and also economic themes.  

From the analysis of setting, it can be seen that hope involves cognitive 

aspect, the expectation and desire of the characters to get a better life. Hope 

paradigm reflects the capability to derive pathways to desired goals, and to 

motivate oneself via agency thinking to use those pathways. Hope is also related 

to positive affect and perceived control  of the characters in the novel.  

In The Rainbow Troops. hope involves cognitive aspect, the expectation and 

desire of the characters to get a better life. Hope paradigm reflects the capability 

to derive pathways to desired goals, and to motivate oneself via agency thinking 

to use those pathways. Hope is also related to positive affect and perceived control  

of the characters in the novel.  
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Hope in Edensor is a hope of gaining his dreams and gaining his love. In 

gaining his dreams, he made efforts to get scholarship abroad. In gaining his love, 

he made efforts to find A Ling. It is the top of the dream become true. The 

experience in Europe seems very interesting, even that the novel also tells the 

difficulties in surviving but it is challenging.  

The Land of Five Towers, The Rainbow Troops, and Edensor are novels of 

motivation. The exemplary and life principles were inculcated by their teachers 

with discipline and sincerity. These principles strongly etched and burned into 

their souls, so the provision that is applied at each of their steps, and finally 

delivered accomplish what desired.  

Motivation in The Land of Five Towers is a kind of external motivation. The 

characters’ motivation to get success is influenced by the process of learning in 

Madani Pesantren. Narrated that one special person in the learning process in 

Madani Pesantren was the extra night classes where teacher accompanied 

students in a relaxed atmosphere.  

Setting a goal to reach a certain hope in certain time, Allah S.W.T. stated in 

al-Qur'an Surah al-Hashar, 59:18. This verse reminds people often imagine his 

record book and pay attention to details stockpiles practice sheet to see how much 

supply is provided for tomorrow. Therefore, people should be cautious and 

remember Allah.  

Among the principles that affect their lives were man jadda wajada (He 

who gives his all will surely succeed), icmalū fauqa mā amilū (going the extra 

mile), ictimadu alā nafsik (stand on their own feet), man thalaba al-u’lā sahira 
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layāli (He who wants glory will work late into the night), and Man sabara zhifira 

(He who patient will be fortunate). Among the five principles that affect them the 

most prominent and often raised each perform activities was man jadda 

wajadaespecially if the activities require extra struggles and challenges.  

A high work ethic and discipline in the novel were shown in various 

descriptions of student activities at Madani Pesantren. And linked to the principle 

of life imparted by teachers man jadda wajada.  

Motivation in The Rainbow Troops is reflected in Ikal and friends struggle 

to study in SD Muhammadiyah. They are always together so close that Bu Mus 

called them ‘laskar pelangi’ or rainbow troops.  They believe they will gain bright 

future as they will gain rainbow after rain.  

Motivation in The Rainbow Troops reflected in naturally gravitate to mutual 

interests, and they enjoy talking as they share likes, dislikes, goals and dreams. 

That kind of a motivation exists with friends that they can trust each other to keep 

their secrets and confidences. 

Motivation in the novel The Rainbow Troops grows in the place where the 

characters met in the very first time, that is, SD Muhammadiyah in Desa Gantung, 

Kabupaten Gantung, East Belitong, South Sumatera. In the place, Ikal and friends 

study together, share pain and sorrow, and gaining their dreams together. They 

believe that Belitong will bring them into success one day. The friendship is about 

gaining dreams together.  

Motivation in Edensor is reflected through the main character dream when 

he was child and his experiences as backpacker in two continents. The author is 
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successfully write this novel with simple language, therefore it is easy to 

understand and very entertaining. Even that, this novel also give some information 

with easy words, so that the reader can imagine how Edensor is very beautiful, 

and can get involved in the story when readers read the novel, as if we are in the 

story and we can see in front of eyes. Arai and Ikal’s motivation is influenced by 

their dreams to see the world, to adore to world of art, and to visit France.  

Motivation refers to the reasons underlying behavior. It is as the attribute 

that moves us to do or not to do something. Intrinsic motivation is motivation that 

is animated by personal enjoyment, interest, or pleasure. As Deci et.al. (2000) 

observe, “intrinsic motivation energizes and sustains activities through the 

spontaneous satisfactions inherent in effective volitional action. It is manifest in 

behaviors such as play, exploration, and challenge seeking that people often do for 

external rewards.  

Conclusion, Pedagogical Implication and Suggestions 

Based on the data analysis in the previous chapter, the writer comes to the 

conclusion of this research. The concept of hope reflected in three novels is: (1) 

The concept of hope in The Land of Five Towers is is shown in the emphasis of 

Man Jadda Wajada spirit. The desire is only for sharing to the society is a part of 

dakwah (encourage the good and forbidding the evil) with the hope of making it 

as motivation, ibrah (lesson) as the author's own experience; (2) The concept of 

hope in Andrea Hirata’s The Rainbow Troops is reflected in the hope of getting 

better life.  It is reflected in the form of conative aspect,that is expectation and 

desire; (3) The concept of hope in Andrea Hirata’s Edensor is gaining a dream or 
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people who do not have any dream. Because, after the readers read this novel, the 

spirit of the story will motivate them to go to abroad and reach their dream. This 

novel opens the readers eyes that there are many things out there, which they must 

learn and see.  

The concept of motivation reflected in three novels is: (1) The concept of 

motivation in The Land of Five Towers is a high work ethic to derive meaning 

from the time a spiritual approach is the key to success to celebrate the glory of 

eternity. Also the message that each Muslim avoid wasting of time. The Qur'an 

explicitly condemn people who occupies himself without purpose; (2) The 

concept of motivation in The Rainbow Troops is naturally gravitate to mutual 

interests, and they enjoy talking as they share likes, dislikes, goals and dreams. 

That kind of a motivation exists with friends that they can trust each other to keep 

their secrets and confidences; (3) The concept of motivation in Edensor is Andrea 

Hirata dream when he was child and his experiences as backpacker in two 

continents.  

The recommendations that maybe useful for other researchers who are 

interested in literature in general, and in Indonesian novels in particular are that 

the structural approach is very important for the students of literature to master 

because it is the primary approach. They can analyze any literary works such as: 

novels, short stories, and dramas. What they analyze is the text by making careful 

analysis of the plot, the characters, the setting, the tone, the theme, and so on. 

Hence, they can make further analysis of the literary works on the basis of 

structural approach.  
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The novels of Ahmad Fuadi’s The Land of Five Towers, Andrea Hirata’s 

The Rainbow Troops, and Andrea Hirata’s Edensor which analyzed by the writer 

may a good source of information for the other researcher who are interested in it 

and want to make the same and different analysis. As we know, there are many 

approaches in analyzing literary works. The writer suggests that the next 

researcher will make analysis of Ahmad Fuadi’s The Land of Five Towers, 

Andrea Hirata’s The Rainbow Troops, and Andrea Hirata’s Edensor with other 

approaches.  
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