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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 

A. Background of the Study 

  Figurative language is broadly defined as any way of saying 

something other than ordinary way (Perrine (1977: 61). According to Warinner 

(Tarigan, 1985: 179), figurative language is language that is used imaginatively 

and not literary. It is not intended to be interpreted in a literal sense. Appealing 

to the imagination, figurative language provides new ways of looking at the new 

world. 

  Figurative language can be found in daily communication and literary 

works, such as poetry, drama, song and movie. In this study, the writer deals 

with analyzing figurative language in movie script entitled Anonymous written 

by John Orloff and directed by Roland Emmerich. This movie is a fictionalized 

version of the life of Edward de Vere, 17th Earl of Oxford, an Elizabethan 

courtier, playwright, poet and patron of the arts. Set within the political 

atmosphere of the Elizabethan court, the film presents Lord Oxford as the true 

author of William Shakespeare's plays, and dramatizes events around the 

succession to Queen Elizabeth I, and the Earl of Essex Rebellion against her. De 

Vere is depicted as a literary prodigy and the Queen's sometime lover, with 

whom she has a son, Henry Wriothesley, 3rd Earl of Southampton, only to 

discover that he himself may be the Queen's son by an earlier lover. De Vere 

eventually sees his suppressed plays performed through a frontman 

(Shakespeare), using his production of Richard III to support a rebellion led by 

his son and Robert Devereux, 2nd Earl of Essex. The insurrection fails, and as a 

condition for sparing the life of their son, the Queen declares that de Vere will 

never be known as the author of his plays and poems. 

  Here, the examples of data that the writer found in Anonymous Movie 

Script. 
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002/SIM/ANO/P-005/L-21 
THROUGH THE CRACKS OF THE STAGE'S FLOORBOARDS 
--the soldiers jump onto the stage and spread out, Pole amongst them. 

 
                           POLE (CONT'D) 
             Out with you! Jonson! We'll smoke 
             you out like a rat if we have to! 
                    (beat) 
  Jonson?! Jonson!! 

 

 The simile expression is the comparison between two different things. 

In this case, Pole states that Jonson is equated with a rat. Generally, a rat is a 

rodent, living in a pit and it is annoying for everyone. Here, Pole does it 

because Jonson is annoying people not only by his play but also his attitude 

because in that time, he brings some Edward’s manuscripts. These 

manuscripts are believed as the plays who confront the citizen to depose 

Robert Cecil. So, Robert Cecil gives the order to Pole to catch Benjamin 

Jonson.  

 The simile expression in this data, “I'll smoke you out like a rat!” has 

a meaning that Pole describes Jonson as an annoying people, like a rat. 

 

Context : The addressor of the utterance above is Pole and the addressee 

is Ben Jonson. The audiences are the people who are near him 

that moment. The topic is concerned with Ben Jonson’s 

arresting. The relationship among the participants of the event is 

maintained by speech (channel) and through English language 

in the form of declarative sentence (code). The message form is 

shown in the dialogue. The event is carried out in the Stage's 

Floorboards at the night (setting). The purpose of the event is 

to arrest Ben Jonson. 

Implicature:  By the explanation above, Pole implicitly gives an 

order to Ben Jonson to go out from his hiding otherwise he will 

burn the stage. It is a threatening utterance. It is included to 

conversational implicature especially generalized conversational 
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implicature because to get the intention of the speaker, the 

hearer doesn’t need to infer based on specific context. Rat is a 

symbol of slicer so it clearly enough that Ben Jonson is a person 

that was annoyed Pole. This utterance also flouts the maxim of 

quality. The meaning of the addressor can be interpreted that he 

is so angry with the addressee until he wants to burn the 

addressee to make him out from his hiding. 

 

030/META/ANO/P103/L024-025 

INT. WHITEHALL PALACE - OLD ELIZABETH'S BEDROOM - DUSK 

Elizabeth is looking out the window. It's raining outside. She is NOT wearing her 

wig, not much make-up, and looks quite... odd. 

 
      Robert Cecil enters. 
 
   ROBERT CECIL 
                  Majesty. 
 
                               ELIZABETH 
                         (turns) 
                  How do you find me? 
 
                               ROBERT CECIL 
                  You, you are the sun, majesty.   The 
                  glory of-- 
 
                               ELIZABETH 
                  Liar! 
 
      Robert Cecil shuts his mouth. 
  

  The expression of Robert Cecil, “You, you are the sun, 

majesty. The glory of--” above is metaphor because it compares Elizabeth 

with the sun. Commonly, that sun describes as a thing that is big, yellow, 

shining and some people feel assisted with the existence of the sun. What 

Robert Cecil did above means that Elizabeth is amazing, beautiful and wise 

queen. He quoted those words from the book that was sent from Oxford to 

Elizabeth. 
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  From this metaphor description, Robert Cecil is trying to 

persuade Elizabeth by telling some metaphor words that is quoted from 

Oxford’s book. He compared Elizabeth with the sun. So, it is included in 

metaphor type. 

 

Context : The addressor of the utterance above is Robert Cecil and the 

addressee is Elizabeth. The audience is just Elizabeth. The 

topic is concerned with Cecil’s persuading. The relationship 

among the participants of the event is maintained by speech 

(channel) and through English language in the form of 

declarative sentence (code). The message form is shown in the 

dialogue. The event is carried out in the Elizabeth’s room at the 

evening (setting). The purpose of the event is to entertain 

Elizabeth by the contained within the book. 

Implicature: The utterance “You, you are the sun, majesty.” has a meaning 

that Robert Cecil tries to persuade Elizabeth by delivering such 

verses in the book. Moreover, it is included to conversational 

implicature especially particularized conversational implicature 

because to get the intention of the speaker, the hearer needs to 

infer based on specific context. This utterance also flouts the 

maxim of quality. The meaning of the addressor can be 

interpreted that he tries to flatter his queen with a verse. 

  By the phenomena above, the writer interests to tries identifying the 

types and the implicature of figurative languages and flouting maxim in this 

movies. The writer chooses this movie because there are such kinds of figurative 

languages to be searched. The data are analyzed by using figurative language 

(Perrine, 1977), the context of speech are analyzed by using speech context 

(Hymes: 1964), the implicatures of figurative languages are analyzed by using 

(Grice, 1989) and the maxim violated are analyzed by using Cutting’s theory 

(2002). 
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  Based on the fact above, the writer is interested in conducting the 

analysis of figurative languages. The writer tries to find the existence of 

figurative languages in novel. The title of this research is “A Pragmatic Study 

of Figurative Language in Anonymous Movie Script”. 

    

B. Problem Statements 

  Based on the phenomena on the background of the study, the writer 

formulates the following problem statements, they are: 

1. What are the types of figurative languages in Anonymous Movie Script? 

2. What are the implicature of figurative languages in Anonymous Movie 

Script? 

 

C. Objectives of the Study 

  Based on the phenomena on the background of the study, the writer 

formulates the following problem statements, they are: 

1. to describe the types of figurative languages found in Anonymous Movie 

Script 

2. to analyze the implicature of figurative languages in Anonymous Movie 

Script 

 

D. Benefits of the Study  

  The writer really hopes that this research of figurative language in 

Anonymous movie script has two benefits; practical and theoretical. 

1. Theoretical Benefits  

 The findings of the study are expected to give some positive 

contributions to the study of figurative language, especially in analyzing the 

implied meaning of figurative language by using implicature theory, in 

analyzing speech context and in analyzing flouting maxim. This study is 

expected to enrich not only the theory of linguistics but also literature. 
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2. Practical Benefits 

a. English Teachers 

  This result will be the additional material to the teacher in 

teaching many types of figurative languages, implicature and maxim.  

b. Future Researchers 

  The study will give more additional references and 

information to next researchers who want to discuss similar related to 

the study. 

 

E. Research Paper Organization 

  The organization of this study gives in order to reader to be able to 

understand the content of the paper easier. This research paper is divided into 

five chapters. They are as follows:  

  Chapter I is introduction. This chapter also shows the reason why the 

writer conducts this research which consists of background of the study, problem 

statements, objectives of the study, benefits of study, and research paper 

organization. This chapter displays a brief explanation about the research paper. 

  Chapter II is underlying theory. The writer divides this chapter into 

seven main points: Previous Study, Figurative Languages, Types of Figurative 

Languages, Pragmatics, Principles of Pragmatics, Implicature, Grice’s 

Cooperative Principle, Flouting Maxim, Context of Speech and Movie. This 

chapter serves the theories that are used by the writer to conduct the analysis. 

  Chapter III is research method. In conducting this research, it is 

important for a researcher to determine the research method that researcher 

would like to use. This chapter discusses research method used in this research 

including: Type of Research, Object of the Research, Data and Data Source, 

Technique of Collecting Data, Technique of Analysis Data.  

  Chapter IV is research finding and discussion. The chapter deals with 

analyzing the data; then discussions it clearly. It describes the elaboration of 

analyzed data based on the method of analyzing data the writer has chosen.  



7 
 

 
 

 

  Chapter V, this last chapter ends the study. The writer states the 

conclusion and the suggestion of the study. It concludes the research findings. 


