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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 

A. Background of the Study 

The change of school curriculum has brought a consequence to the 

English teachers quality. Communicative approach by some experts is a 

strategy in teaching language that focuses more on communicative language 

function rather than the formal/structural one. The communicative approach in 

language teaching starts from a theory of language as communication. The 

goal of language teaching is to develop the communicative competence. 

Chomsky (1965:3) holds that linguistic theory is primarily concerned with an 

ideal speaker and listener in homogeneous speech community. The 

communicative approach  is required in teaching English at the moment. 

Nevertheless, the configuration of this communicative approach for foreign 

language teachers especially  for English teachers in general  is still general. A 

number of teachers recognize that in teaching English using communicative 

approach however, the material  and  technique require other methods. The 

difference between communicative approach and other methods is not clear, 

because not  only does the complete information reach  the English  teachers, 

but also the procedure and the tecnique of teaching in communicative 

approach vary. 
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Athony (1963: 63-7) indetifies three levels of conceptulization and  

organization, with the  terms approach, method and  technique. The 

arrangement is hierachical. The organizational key is tecnique that lead a 

method which is consistent with an approach. He says: 

An approach is a set of correlative assumptions dealing with 
the nature of language teaching.  An approach is axiomatic. It 
describes the nature of subject matter to be taught.  
Method is an overall plan for the orderly presentation of 
language material, no part of which contradicts, and all of 
which is based upon, the selected approach. An approach is 
axiomatic and procedural. Within one approach, there can be 
many methods. 
A technique is implementation that which actually takes place 
in classroom. It is particular trick, strategies, or contrivance 
used to accomplish an immediate objective. Techniques must 
be consistent with a method, and therefore in harmony with an 
approach as well (Anthony, 1963: 63-7). 
 

Recently, teachers in teaching English have addresed so many 

complaints. They recognize that teaching English at SMP is not an easy job. 

Teachers, therefore, should know that teaching involves several things, for 

example: applying the teaching  method and  the material  used in teaching. 

Because English is a foreign language in Indonesian schools, the students 

know, at least, two  languages (for some students it may be more than two) 

before they begin to learn English.  So English for them is only for academic 

purpose. They do not depend very  much on English  for survival. 

The teaching of English is not without difficulties. The factors of 

difficulties can be gruop into areas: internal and external. Internal factors are 

factors related to linguistic competence especially: structure, pronuciation, and 

vocabulary. External factors on the other hand, would include those  which in 
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normal conditions would facilitate and  promote effetiveness in learning 

English, for example: students’ motivation, intelligence, attitude toward 

English, the class size, the teachers’ competence or skill, materials, and 

strategy in teaching. 

The teaching of English at school  according to Kurikulum  Tingkat 

Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP) or School Level Based Curricullum is to put 

English into meaningful contexts and communicative fuctions. The School 

Level-Bassed Curricullum is an operational curricullum which is arranged and 

done by each education unit. To reach this goal, the focus of the teaching has 

shifted from forms to meanings and  language fuctions. 

The ultimate goal of teaching English according to this curricullum is 

that sudents have the ability to use English language communicatively. In 

order the students to acquire this skill, therefore the teaching must cover 

language elements consisting of structure and  vocabulary, and language 

activities consisting of reading, speaking or dialogue, and writing. In every 

classroom meeting, this five components should be included. This is strategy 

used in  the communicative approach. 

In this research, the writer wants to know the problems encountered by 

English teachers in applying communicative approach especially at SMP N 2 

Sambi. In generally teaching method used by teachers in teaching English at 

SMP N 2 Sambi still varies and communicative approach decided to be used 

in teaching English at SMPN 2 Sambi is not consistently applied.  
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B. Problem Statement 

Based on the background of the study above, the writer formulates the 

problem statements as follows: 

1. What kind of problems do English teachers encounter in applying the 

communicative approach at SMP N 2 Sambi, Boyolali. 

2. How do teachers overcome the problems in applying communicative 

approach at SMP N 2 Sambi, Boyolali? 

 

C. Limitation of the Study 

Because the time is limited and in order to do the research well the 

writer limits the discusion of the problems encountered by  English Teachers 

in applying the communicative approach at SMPN 2 Sambi, especially in 

general aspects and how teachers overcome the problems in applying 

communicative approach. 

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Based on the problems statements above.The objectives of the Study are: 

1. To find out the problems encountered by English Teachers in applying 

communicative approach at SMP N 2 Sambi, Boyolali.  

2. To describe how the English teachers overcome the problems in applying 

communicative approach at SMP N 2 Sambi, Boyolali.  
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E. Benefit of the Study 

A research must have a clear goal. So, the result will be useful. By 

griting this research paper, the writer expects some benefits as follows: 

a. Theoretically 

1. The result of this research can be used as a reference for those who want to 

conduct a research in applying communicative approach as reference. 

2. The result of this research can be used to develop a theory and practice 

related to  teaching and learning process using communicative approach.    

b. Practically 

1. The finding of the research paper will be useful for teachers in teaching 

English using communicative approoach at SMPN 2 Sambi. 

2. This research paper is hopefully also useful for everyone who needs to 

understand the configuration of communicative approach. 

 

F. Research Paper Organization 

 

The writer uses several steps of his research to make it easier to be 

understood. Those steps are: 

Chapter I is Introduction. It consists of Background of the study, 

Problem statement , Limitation of the Study, Objectives of the Study, Benefit of 

the Study,Research Paper Organization. 

Chapter II is Review of Related literature. It consists  of  Previous 

Study, Underlying Theories and Theoretical Framework. 
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Chapter III is Research Method. It consists of Type of the Research, 

Subject of the Study, Object of the Study, Data and Data Source, Methods of 

Collecting Data, Credibility of Data, Technique for Analyzing Data. 

Chapter IV is the Analysis of Data. It consists of Research Finding, 

Discussion of Finding. 

Chapter V is Conclusion and Suggestion.  

 




