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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter deals with introduction. This chapter is divided into eight 

parts, namely, background of the study, literature review, problem statement, 

limitation of the study, objectives of the study, benefits of the study, research 

method and research paper organization. 

A. Background of the Study 

Human beings are born free and equal. Equal means has the same right, 

status or advantages to another. To live happily in this world, equality is 

important for human being. Equality refers to the state of being equal in 

opportunities, status or right. It may also refer to the condition of being equal 

in amount or number or it may be a symbolic expression of the fact that two 

quantities in an equation are equal. According to Anderson (in Mandell, 

1995: 5), “In Principle, every person is to be given equal opportunities and 

civil rights, in which every person should be allowed to exercise freedom of 

choice, unfettered by either public opinion or law.” 

Equality basically means access or provision of equal opportunities, 

where individuals are protected from being discriminated against. 

Discrimination in equality can occur in race, sex, health, religion, family 

structure, age, politics, disability, culture, sexual orientation or in terms of 

believes. Equality refers to the state of being equal in opportunities, status or 

right. It may also refer to the condition of being equal in amount or number or 
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it may be a symbolic expression of the fact that two quantities in an equation 

are equal. Christiano (2008: 13) says that once equality is properly 

understood it can be shown to be the basis of a constitutional order in which 

each person has an equal say over the world she shares with others and which 

respects fundamental freedoms and the rule of law. 

Equality is the current term for „Equal Opportunities‟. It is based on the 

legal obligation to comply with anti-discrimination legislation. Equality 

protects people from being discriminated against on the grounds of group 

membership. So, Equality is an important value which people should aim to 

achieve to avoid discrimination. According to the communitarian argument, 

equality is good for a society taken as a whole. It is a condition of the right 

kind of relations among its members, and of the formation in them of healthy 

fraternal attitudes, desires, and sympathies (Clayton and Williams, 2000: 62). 

In nineteenth century, equality is difficult to be found in society. 

Equality in that era is like a gold, which is difficult  and to be reached. It is 

common around the world that equality is a precious thing. It is also the same 

in Indonesia, especially during Dutch Colonialization. During this period the 

society is treated not equal by European. Discrimination also appears toward 

Indonesian society.  

In every aspects of life, they were treated not as same as European 

although it was the land of Indonesian society. The Dutch pursued a similar 

objective largely by attempting to control spice production at the source, an 

objective lent some feasibility by the limited area in which three of these four 
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spices could be found. The existance of equality is rare in most of country in 

the world. VOC determination was displayed, equally emphatically, by its 

ruthlessness when dealing with Indonesians who obstructed its efforts to 

secure a monopoly over the most valuable spices: nutmeg, mace, cloves, and 

pepper (Drakeley, 2005: 28). 

Literature is the product which is produced by the author.  The term 

literature is more focused and restricted to merely imaginative works, which 

comes up from the imaginative mind of the story writers. Swingewood and 

Laurenson (1972: 13) argue that literature is reflecting various fact and social 

phenomena and problem in society, like: class structure, conflict family, 

relationship, a possibility divorce, friendship and population phenomena that 

actually happened in society.  

Literature has three general genres, they are Drama, Peotry and Prose. 

One of literature is novel. A novel (from the Italian novella, Spanish novela, 

French nouvelle for "new", "news", or "short story of something new") today 

is a long narrative in literary prose. Novel is the further development of 

romance. A novel is defined as a fictitious prose narrative of considerable 

length and complexity, portraying characters and usually presenting a 

sequential organization of action and scenes. In the novel we have room for 

more social and historical complexity, more richness of character, motive and 

choice, along with a setting so particular we can draw a map (Hall, 1987: 

166).  
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According to Chase (1978: 12-13), the novel renders reality closely and 

in comprehensive detail. It takes a group of people and sets them going about 

the business life. The novel has served the interests and aspirations of an 

insurgent middle class. The story of novel tells about the real condition of the 

author or based on the problems of human life in the world, but sometimes 

tells about the imaginations which is created by the author. By reading novel, 

the readers can learn the moral value which is shown by the author and also 

get pleasure. 

This Earth of Mankind novel is one of famous novel in Indonesia. It is 

also famous in another country which has been transleted in 33 languages. 

This Earth of Mankind novel was written by Pramoedya Ananta Toer which 

is reflected the condition of Indonesian people in colonialism. This novel was 

written in prison in Buru Island. Before written in 1975, since 1973 

Pramoedya told this story orally to his friends. When he went out from the 

prison, Pramoedya returned to work hard to sort the stack of paper doorslag 

which is successfully rescued from Buru Island. Almost all of the original 

text was detained by the prison officials and never returned. Within three 

months, he was succes to copy back and knit the stack of paper to be worn 

weathered became manuscript. 

This novel was first published by Hasta Mitra in 1975. Within 12 days, 

around 5,000 copies sold out. Only a few months after This Earth of Mankind 

came out, a number of publishers from Hong Kong, Malaysia, Netherlands 

and Australia made a relation with Hasta Mitra to get the legal translation. On 
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November, Hasta Mitra has made three edition, and managed to sell at least 

10,000 copies.  

This Earth of Mankind novel ever banned in 1981 by the government, 

in charges of propagating the teachings of Marxism-Leninism and 

Communism, eventhough this novel does not mention anything about the 

teaching of Marxism-Leninism and communism, but in this novel just 

mention Nationalism. Before banned, the novel was success with 10 times 

reprinted in 1980-1981. Until 2005, this novel has been published in 33 

languages. In September 2005, this novel was published again in Indonesia 

by Lantern Dipantara. Until this day people can read this novel freely. 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer was famous as one of the prolific authors in 

the history of Indonesian literature. Pramoedya has produced more than 50 

literature works and was translated into more than 41 languages. His major 

works, a series of four novels: This Earth of Mankind, Child of All Nations, 

Footsteps and Glass House. Among Pramoedya‟s other works are Story from 

Blora, Corruption, The Fugitive, The Sparks of the Revolution, Dawn, Not an 

All Night Fair, On the Banks of the Bekasi River and Guerilla Family, and so 

on. 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer was born in Blora, Central Java on February 

6
th
 1925 and he died on April 30

th
 2006 in Jakarta. He was the eldest child in 

his family. His father was a teacher, while his mother is a rice cooked seller. 

His original name was Pramoedya Ananta Mastoer. According to him, 

Mastoer (father‟s name) was seemed too aristrocatic, he removed the word 
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“Mas” and use family name “Toer.” Pramoedya was studied at Radio 

Vocational School in Surabaya, then worked as a typist for the Japanese 

newspaper in Jakarta during the Japanese occupation of Indonesia.  

Almost of his life was spent in prison. Three years in Colonial Prison, 

fourteen years in Nusakambangan island. When Orde Baru era 1965-1969, in 

Buru island 1969-1979,  without jurisdiction process. On December 21
st
 1979 

he got liberation letter because he didn‟t involve in G30S PKI but he obliged 

to report in KODIM Jakarta Timur until 1999. During he was in prison he 

made some books one of them is This Earth of Mankind.  

This Earth of Mankind receives enthusiatic reception from the readers, 

mostly it receives good responces, for example: 

Gabriela Angie said that I really love Pramoedya Ananta Toer's writing 

style. At first, the diction is quite hard to understand but as time goes by it 

doesn't matter anymore because the story is enjoyable (at least for some 

people). This is his first book from Tetralogy of Buru Island (Tetralogi Pulau 

Buru), and i do wish to have more time reading the other three books!! 

(http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1398034.Bumi_Manusia) 

 

In Pramoedya Ananta Toer's This Earth of Mankind, the protagonist 

comes of age against the backdrop of a colonial Java being ruled by the 

Dutch. Minke introduces himself and then launches into his story. His story is 

essentially a love story. He sets the backdrop of his class and education, and 

then moves into the first meeting of the Mellema family. 

The Mellema family consists of daughter Annelies, son Robert, 

Mistress Nyai Ontosoroh, and Mr. Mellema. Minke is awestruck by the 

beauty of Annelies at his first meeting. He gets to meet her because a 

classmate, Robert Suurhof, invites him to come along. Suurhof's goal is 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/1398034.Bumi_Manusia
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actually to humiliate Minke, but to Suurhof's surprise, Robert Mellema 

grudgingly invites Minke into his home, and to his greater surprise, Annelies 

becomes smitten with Minke and her mother also approves. 

Thus, Minke is brought into the Mellema family's life, although he has 

doubts about them. He consults with his friend and business partner, a French 

artist named Jean Marais, who advises him not to judge the family based on 

pre-conceived notions, but rather to spend time getting to know the family 

and then make a judgment call. Minke does this, and discovers that Nyai is 

self-educated, follows many European customs, and runs the successful 

family business. He moves into the family home at her invitation, and 

develops a deep bond with Annelies, while Robert Mellema becomes 

increasingly jealous of him. Minke continues his studies at school while 

living with the Mellema's, but one day gets taken away by the police, without 

warning. The police take him to his father, who has arranged for the police to 

bring him. His father has been promoted, and wants Minke to be the 

translator at his ceremony. While staying with his family, Minke makes new 

friends of a governing official's Dutch daughters. 

Upon his return to Surabaya, Minke thinks he is being followed by a 

Chinese man. His suspicions are confirmed when the Mellema family guard, 

Darsam, tells him that Robert has ordered Darsam to kill Minke. Darsam is 

loyal only to Nyai, however, and as Nyai treats Minke like a son, Darsam has 

sworn to protect him. Nonetheless, Minke decides he should live at his 
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boardinghouse for the time being. He returns to school and tries to 

concentrate on his studies. 

Minke receives letters from Nyai imploring him to return to her home 

because of Annelies' declining health. Eventually, Minke can no longer stay 

away and visits her. He is charged by the family doctor with the task of 

nursing her back to health, for it seems that only his love will cure Annelies. 

Thus he begins living with the Mellema's again. He eventually marries 

Annelies, and shares much happiness with her for a few months. 

However, the happiness is short-lived when Herman Mellema is 

discovered dead and shortly after, his son Maurits takes the family to court to 

get the family business and have control of Annelies' future. Minke, Nyai and 

their friends fight the courts, but are powerless to change the decision. 

Annelies will be shipped to the Netherlands, and her marriage with Minke is 

ruled invalid since she is not legitimate and it was not a Christian marriage or 

sanctioned by the government. In the end, Nyai and Minke must watch her 

sail away, and thus the novel ends. 

The analysis of this novel focuses on the equality which is not easy to 

be found in that era. Indonesian people are treated inequally by european even 

by Indonesia themselves. There are four reasons why the researcher is 

interested in studying this novel; first is because the popularity of this novel 

which has been transleted in 33 languages, second is because this novel 

shows the condition of indonesian people which is not treated equally, third is 

because the courage of Indonesian people to get their right and equality in 
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front of European, fourth is because this novel is a realistic historical novel, 

which gives us the real condition and situation of Indonesian people during 

Dutch Colonialization. 

The first reason is because the popularity of this novel with has been 

translated in 33 languages. This novel is also phenomenon novel which its 

scandal that this novel had been ever banned to be published by the 

government of Indonesia for many years. The second reason is because this 

novel shows the condition of Indonesian people which is not treated equally 

by european and among Indonesian people. Indonesian people are seen as 

weak people and their status is just as slave in their own country. 

The third reasons is because  because the courage of Indonesian people 

in getting their right and equality in front of European. This novel shows the 

persistence of Indonesian people to get equal rights and equal status with the 

Europeans. 

The fourth reason is because because this novel is a realistic historical 

novel, which gives us the real condition and situation of Indonesian people 

during Dutch Colonialization. 

The researcher uses Marxist theory as an approach to analyze this 

novel, because the most appropriate theory which discusses about equality is 

marxist theory. The problem of this discussion is equality between people 

which have a strong relationship with aspects of human life such as 

economic, social and political aspects. According to Suseno (2001: 5) 

Marxism is the term for ideology about the relation between economic, social 
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and political concept. Marxist is an ideology that studies the social, 

economical, historical, revolutionary problem based on the social conflict in 

the society. So, the researcher gives the title: EQUALITY REFLECTED 

AT THIS EARTH OF MANKIND NOVEL BY PRAMOEDYA 

ANANTA TOER (1975): A MARXIST APPROACH. 

B. Literature Review 

The research on This Earth of Mankind novel has been conducted by 

some students. The first study is conducted by Auliana Sofi in 2009, entitled 

Eksistensi Perempuan dalam novel Pramoedya Ananta Toer. The main 

point of the research paper is the existance of women which is analyzed using 

feminism approach. The second is study which was conducted by Rere 

Azizah, an Airlangga University  student, in her research paper published on  

May 25, 2011, entitled Complex oppression Towards Sanikem as Depicted 

in Toer‟s „Earth of Mankind‟. This study discusses the existance of the 

oppression toward the Javanese women during the Dutch‟s colonialism in 

Indonesia. 

The third is study which was conducted by Fatonah Winiarum an 

Ahmad Dahlan Yogyakarta University student in 2010, entitled Diskriminasi 

Terhadap Perempuan dalam Novel Bumi Manusia Karya Pramoedya 

Ananta Toer. This study discusses the existance of descrimination toward 

women in Dutch colinialization and kinds of discrimation toward women in 

Indonesia. This study is analyzed using sosiological approach. The fourth 

study is conducted by Panji Aryo entitled Analisis Struktural Roman Bumi 
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Manusia Karya Pramodya Ananta Toer. This study focuses on the sturctural 

elements of the novel which is analyzed deeply. This study is suitable for 

every age of education who wants to read Bumi Manusia‟s novel.  

The fifth study entitled Nyai Ontosoroh dalam Bumi Manusia Karya 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer: Analisis Pascakolonial which is conducted by 

Novieta Theodora in 2008, a student from Gajah Mada University. This study 

focusses on the character of Nyai Ontosoroh in understanding colonialism 

and feudalism in Bumi Manusia era and kinds of Nyai Ontosoroh‟s defence 

toward European‟s laws.. Another study entitled Analisis Novel “Bumi 

Manusia” Karya Pramoedya Ananta Toer (Ditinjau dari Segi Sosiologi 

Historis) which is conducted by Nur Hayati and published in UNS Digital 

Library. This study focusses on historical facts and sociocultural values 

which is exist inside the novel. The last study is conducted by Karina 

Maheswaratun, a Gajah Mada University in 2004 entitled Novel Bumi 

Manusia Karya Pramoedya Ananta Toer: Kritik Sastra Feminis. This study 

discusses the characters of women in Bumi Manusia novel is feminist 

perspective. 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the previous background of the study, the researcher proposes 

some problems, they are: 

1. How is equality reflected at This Earth of Mankind novel (1975) written 

by Pramoedya Ananta Toer based on its structural elements? 
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2. How is equality reflected at This Earth of Mankind novel (1975) written 

by Pramoedya Ananta Toer using a marxist approach? 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing equality reflected in 

This Earth of Mankind novel (1975) written by Pramoedya Ananta Toer 

based on a marxist approach. 

E. Objectives of the Study 

In carrying this research the researcher formulates the objectives of the 

study as follow: 

1. To analyze equality reflected at This Earth of Mankind novel (1975) 

written by Pramoedya Ananta Toer based on its structural elements. 

2. To analyze equality reflected at This Earth of Mankind novel (1975) 

written by Pramoedya Ananta Toer using a marxist approach 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits of this study will be distinguished into two benefits 

1. Theoretical Benefits 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give some 

information and contribution the development of the knowledge, an 

academic reference by other researchers to conduct further research and 

particularly the literary studies on This Earth of Mankind novel written by 

Pramoedya Ananta Toer. 
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2. Practical Benefits 

The result of this study is expected to enrich knowledge and 

experience of the researcher and another student of Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta or students from another university who have 

interest with literary study on This Earth of Mankind novel using Marxist 

approach. 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research, the researcher uses a qualitative research. It is 

library research while data sources are using library data.This research is 

proposed to analyze equality reflected as This Earth of Mankind Novel 

(1975) written by Pramoedya Ananta Toer. 

The steps to conduct the research are determining the object of the 

study, determining the data and the data sources, determining technique of 

the data collection and determining technique of data analysis. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study in this research is equality reflected at This 

Earth of Mankind Novel (1975) written by Pramoedya Ananta toer. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two types of data sources that are used in this research, 

namely primary data source and secondary data sources. 
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a. Primary Data Sources 

The primary data source is taken from novel written by Pramoedya 

Ananta Toer (1975) entitled This Earth of Mankind. 

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The secondary data sources are from other sources related to the 

study, such as: website, dictionary, journals and some books that 

support the analysis. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

Collecting data is documentation or library research. There are 

several steps of collecting data are: 

a. Reading This Earth of Mankind novel to understand the novel deeply. 

b. Determining  the character that will be analyzed. 

c. Reading some related books to find out the theory and information 

which is required. 

d. Taking a note of the necessary part in both the primary and secondary 

data sources. 

e. Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant for 

analysis. 

f. Drawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with the structural elements of the novel and marxist criticism. 
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H. Research Paper Organization 

This research paper is divided into six chapters. The first chapter is 

dealing with introduction, which explains background of the study, literature 

review, problem statement, limitation of the study, ojective of the study, 

benefit of the study, research method, and reserach paper organization. The 

second chapter is dealing with underlying theory, which explains the notion 

of marsism, major principles of marxism, notion of equality, characteristics of 

equality, and structural analysis of the novel. The third chapter is dealing with 

social background of Indonesian society in the late twentieth century. The 

fourth chapter is dealing with the structural analysis of the novel by using 

marxist approach and discussion. The fifth chapter is dealing with the marxist 

analysis and the last chapter deals with conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 


