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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

Human beings by nature always want to show their existence. Every human 

being always desires for its existence which is recognized in the community. Right 

or wrong way will be done to achieve their eagerness. Basically people want to 

resolve the problem quickly, although on the other hand a lot of parties wish to 

hinder the person's desires. In literature, the problem faced by human being is often 

a major issue, for example: love, social life, and even personal problems. It was to 

show the existence of human society. Erich Fromm is a German social psychologist, 

psychoanalyst, sociologist, humanistic philosopher, and democratic socialist. 

Fromm (1947) states that “human existence is characterized by the fact that man is 

alone and separated from world; not being able to stand the separation, he is 

impelled to seek for relatedness and oneness”(p.102). Human has a unique style and 

characteristics and human existence was affected by the social and individual. In his 

theory, human beings are living being who feel lonely when their get freedom. 

The Age of Innocence novel is written by Edith Wharton or Newbold Jones. 

She was born on January 24, 1862 in New York City, perhaps a great city‟s greatest 

novelist. This novel is her twelfth novel. It is published in 1920 and released by D. 

Appleton and Company as a book in New York and in London. In 1921, The Age of 

Innocence novel became the first novel written by a woman to win a Pulitzer. Her 

other novels are House of Mirth (1905), Ethan Frome (1911), The Custom of the 

Country (1913), etc. The story of The Age of Innocence is set in upper-class New 

York City in the 1870s. It is very interesting to be read because this novel reveals 

some real conflict in human life, such as sex deviation, divorce, and discrimination 

between upper and lower class. The age of Innocence describes the lives between 

Newland Archer, May Welland and Ellen Olenska. It deals explicitly with themes of 

sexuality, that is considered taboo for woman leave her husband and chooses to love 
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someone else. Edith Wharton also writes about discrimination between upper and 

lower class that time.  

The Age of Innocence novel tells about relationship between Newland Archer, 

May Welland and May‟s cousin. Newland is young lawyer and he is one of New 

York City‟s best families. The story begins when he could not be more pleased with 

the new engagement to May Welland, a beautiful woman and naive. However, his 

world upside down with the arrival of the sensational Countess Ellen Olenska, 

cousin May. She returned to America after separating from her husband. People in 

New York already avoid Ellen for divorce from her husband. A divorce in New 

York culture is very despicable. Archer and May felt needed to be friends with 

Ellen. 

As May‟s fiancée, Newland comes to better know Ellen and her husband. 

Newland supports Ellen‟s decision when she will announce her divorce with her 

husband. Suddenly, May suspicious with the attitude of her fiancée and asks 

Newland to accelerate their marriage. But, Archer reassures May that he is in love 

with her.  May knows that Newland fell in love with Ellen. But as Ellen did not 

want to make May broken, she asked to Newland still married with May. Just then, 

a telegram arrives from May, announcing that her parents have pushed forward the 

wedding date. 

Newland undergo cold domestic life with his wife. He remained an affair with 

Ellen behind May. May knows, but she remained silent. Newland braced himself 

and determined to part of May and the pursuit of Ellen but Ellen will go to Europe. 

When Newland wanted to notify its intention to May, May cut off by first saying 

that she was pregnant. Newland suspect this is the reason Ellen suddenly left for 

Europe. May asked Newland to stay. She already knows her husband's infidelity 

with Ellen. Newland cancel his plan. He stay and being a husband and a good father 

to his wife, one son and one daughter were born later. 

Archer has had two grown children and May has died from pneumonia, 

nursing a third child to health. May left Dallas, her son and her daughter Mary. 
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Dallas become to success man. Now Archer's son convinces him to travel to France. 

There, they arrange to visit the Countess Ellen Olenska at her Paris apartment. 

However, at the last minute Archer sends his son alone to visit her, content instead 

to live with his memories of the past. He walks back to his hotel without seeing 

Ellen. In Newland‟s memory, their love stays to forever young in their heart. He 

leaves a memory about perfect love, a sacrifice the one thing about love between 

Newland with her. Now, he knows about the loyalty. 

This novel received positive and negative response from the readers, market 

and industry. The negative responses of the readers are from Jaymie, Jasmine, and 

Robin. Jaymie said that this novel was very boring for her, she considered that the 

novel The Age of Innocence is very boring because she thought the character so 

awkward and have boring love story. Then, Jasmine said that the concept of The 

Age of Innocence novel has too much exposition and requires a lot of time to find a 

plot. Robin said that The Age of Innocence novel very disappointed. This was his 

first Edith Wharton book and was hopeful it would be more interesting but, it was 

confusing and just plain boring.  

The positive responses of the readers are from Lena, Amanda, and Angie. 

Lena said that this novel very elegant, because tells the tale of Newland Archer, a 

well-bred, well-heeled member of 1870's New York society. Amanda said that this 

novel is her favorite novel, because The Age of Innocence novel is a sensational 

portrait of desire and infidelity in old New York. Angie said that The Age of 

Innocence novel is beautifully written and brings your heart and soul into the minds 

of the main characters. It is written during a time period when Society is rigid and 

expects conformity. 

The Age of Innocence novel is managed to get a lot of attention, not only in 

terms of the reader but rather than marketing. In fact, this novel was published by 

several publishers to reissue. As the writer knows from several sources, the novel 

was published again such as in July, 11 1997 by Dover Publications with 240 pages 

and Dover Thrift Editions. Second, in May 19, 2014 was published by Canterbury 
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Classics, reprinted edition with 283 pages. The third, in February 14, 2015 was 

published by Create Space Independent Publishing Platform and so on. 

In 1993 film adaptation was directed by Martin Scorsese starring by Daniel 

Day Lewis, Michelle Pfeiffer, Winona Ryder, Richard E. Grant, Miriam Margolyes, 

then the DVD of the Age of Innocence was release in December 7, 2010 by Image 

Entertainment. 

Edith Wharton gets an award for her novel work of The Age of Innocence. In 

1921, she was awarded a Pulitzer for Edith Wharton's fiction making it the first 

novel written by a woman to win the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction, and thus Wharton 

the first woman to win the prize.  

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in analyzing this novel. 

Firstly, The Age of Innocence novel is a description of the realities of life with all 

kinds of conflicts. So, the reader can imagine the conflicts in their real life. They 

can take the values from the conflicts, such as moral choices by the major 

characters. Secondly, The Age of Innocence deals explicitly with themes of 

sexuality, taboo for women to do sex deviation at that time, especially in New York 

culture. Americans are committed to marriage but see divorce as an unfortunately 

necessary way out of destructive unions. Cause and reasons for divorce differ by 

gender of divorcing partners, who often are confused as to why their marriage 

failed. Thirdly, The Age of Innocence novel is delivered some values of life. The 

implicit values are moral values, moral choices, sex deviation, hypocrisy in the 

story, etc. The last, a behavior that becomes the topic of this novel is reflected. The 

major value of this novel is about an existence of characters as human nature. The 

author shows that each person's behavior has meaning. Especially May‟s receptive 

orientation behavior, she has a husband who is less responsible, but she was still 

loyal to Newland. May only shows obedience to her husband to always keep the 

love and loyalty. 

Relating to all descriptions about the novel, the writer uses existentialist 

psychoanalysis approach. Sartre says,” existential psychoanalysis seeks to 

http://www.amazon.com/s?ie=UTF8&field-keywords=Daniel%20Day%20Lewis&search-alias=dvd
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determine the original choice.” Basic thrust in the theory of existential 

psychoanalysis because of two basic themes are human knowledge is rooted in 

personal experience and human effort to escape the self-deception because of the 

annoying experience. The work is more meaningfull because the writer knows the 

relation between the topic issue and theory, in order that we know the background 

of it making.   

By using the existentialist psychoanalysis approach the writer analyzes The 

Age of Innocence novel by Edith Wharton and the topic issue is receptive 

orientation behavior by May in the novel. Therefore, the research paper title is 

“Receptive Orientation Behavior by May Welland in Edith Wharton’s The Age 

of Innocence Novel: An Existentialist Psychoanalysis Perspective”. 

 

B. Literature Review 

The Age of Innocence novel is interesting to be read and Edith Wharton is a 

famous novelist. As far as the writer knows, there are some students to inspect this 

novel. One of them is Nir Evron a student of Stanford University in the Journal of 

Modern Literature (2012), entitled Realism, Irony and Morality in Edith Wharton‟s 

The Age of Innocence. Secondly by Fatemeh Shahpoori Arani from University of 

Isfahan in Studies in Literature and Language (2011) entitled Edith Wharton‟s The 

Age of Innocence: A cultural Studies Reading. Third in the Booklist (1998) by Anne 

O‟Malley entitled Edith Wharton: Beyond The Age of Innocence. Fourth by Sarah 

Kozloff a student of Vassar College with her title Complicity in The Age of 

Innocence. 

Having read the novel, the writer found an aspect of attitude by May Welland. 

The writer would like to focus about “Receptive Orientation Behavior by May 

Welland in Edith Wharton’s The Age of Innocence Novel using an 

Existentialist Psychoanalysis Perspective.” 
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C. Problem Statement 

Based on the title and background, the main problem of this paper is “How is 

Receptive Orientation Behavior by May Welland in Edith Wharton‟s in The Age of 

Innocence”.  

 

D. Objectives of the Study 

Dealing with the problem statement above, the objectives of the study are 

mentioned as follows: 

1. To analyze the structural elements of the novel The Age of Innocence by Edith 

Wharton. 

2. To analyze the novel based on an Existentialist Psychoanalysis Perspective. 

 

E. Limitation of the Study 

The writer will focus on May Welland‟s receptive orientation behavior; the 

major character in The Age of Innocence novel by Edith Wharton using an 

Existentialist Psychoanalysis perspective. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

These are two benefit of the study from theoretical and practical advantages. 

1. Theoretical benefit 

This research can give new information and contributions in knowledge 

particularly the literary work on Edith Wharton‟s The Age of Innocence. 

2. Practical benefit 

This research can give references to other researcher especially in The Age of 

Innocence novel by Edith Wharton by using an existentialist psychoanalysis 

perspective. 
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G. Research Method 

The writer uses qualitative method in this study to analyze the data, because 

this kind of research does not need numeral data. There are some points that need to 

be involved in this research, they are: 

1. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is the novel The Age of Innocence by Edith Wharton. 

The writer is going to analyze May Welland using Existentialist Psychoanalysis 

Perspective. 

2. Source of the Data 

In relation to problem presented above, the data sources are: 

a. Primary Data 

The primary data of the study is The Age of Innocence novel by Edith 

Wharton. The main data is obtained from words, phrases, and sentences from 

the novel.  

b. Secondary Data 

The secondary data is other information related with the novel. The 

secondary data is the supporting data which is taken from other sources 

related with the primary data such as biography of the author, literary books, 

journals, articles, encyclopedia, and references from internet which related 

with the novel. 

3. Technique of Data Collection 

The technique of data collection in this study as follows: 

a. Reading novel repeatedly until the writer find information. 

b. Reading some related references to observe the data, theory and information. 

c. Exploring the main data of the character that will be analyzed. 

d. Taking notes of informant in both primary and secondary data. 

e. Classification some part from the novel about the topic and theory. 

f. Arranging the data from classifying part the topic and theory. 

g. Analyzing the data. 
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h. Arranging conclusion based on the analyzing data. 

4. Technique of Data Analysis 

The technique that the writer uses to analyze the data is descriptive 

qualitative. The data are the text and content from the novel. Then the writer uses 

the data to analyze character of May Welland as major character by using an 

Existentialist Psychoanalysis Perspective. 

 

H. Paper Organization 

The research consists of five chapters. First chapter is introduction including 

the background of the study, literary review, problem statement, objectives of the 

study, limitation of the study, benefit of the study, research method and paper 

organization. Second chapters, the writer presents the underlying theory allowing 

the notion of existentialist psychoanalysis and the Fromm‟s theory of existential 

needs, personality, and mechanisms of interpersonal relatedness. The third chapter 

deals with structural analysis of the novel, which includes character and 

characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, theme and discussion. The fourth 

chapter is analyzing data using Fromm‟s theory. Last chapter of this paper is 

conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


