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The research aim it (1) describing the concept of Indonesia’s New Order in 

reallity and literature (2) describing the New Order in The Years of The Voiceless 

Novel written by: Okky Madasari (3) describing point of view from Okky Madasari 

in The Years of the Voiceless novel. In accordance with the research aim determined, 

the research uses qualitative research method by using literature historicism approach. 

The data source consist of primary and secondary data sources. The primary data 

source is The Years of the Voiceless novel and secondary data suorce is books or any 

information related to the material. The data colleted to be analyzed by using 

interactive model with the data collection, data reduction, data display and conclusion 

drawing. From the research invention result can be conclude. (1)  based on the social 

historical background of the New Order, it shows that differences between the history 

books. (2) based on the New Order related with The Years of the Voiceless novel. 

Okky shows the reality of life under authoritarian rule and biography of the author 

himself, greatly affect the figures and the background of life. (3) based on the point of 

view.  Okky  used  two  frist-person  prespective  namely  Marni  and  Rahayu.  Both 

figures are used to represent the views of the social, political and historical events. 
 
 

Keywords: New Order, Historicism, The Years of the Voiceless novel. 
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A. Introduction 
 

Study of literature history interesting matter to be discuss, so that is 

possible to some people to analysis the same issue, but the data is variation. 

Such as Laili (2013) taken data from Japanese Novel by Yasunari Kawabata 

and Wiyatmi (2011) taken data from Ayu Utami’s novel and soon. 

 

Diferent with the previous study, Laili (2013) and Wiyatmi (2011) 

who used Yasunari Kawabata and Ayu Utami’s novel. Object of this study is 

novel entitled The Years of the Voiceless by Okky Madasari. The writer is not 

the first analyzed this novel, such as Rokhmansyah (2012) entitled Russian 

Formalism Study  in  Okky  Madasari’s Entrok  (2010), and  Riggita  (2011) 

Ideology of the formation in Okky Madasari’s Entrok (2010). The Years of the 

Voiceless   relatively  new   novel,   published  in   2013   not   many  people 

researching the literature, most of the original literary work that has not been 

translated, entitled Entrok more widely studied. 

The Years of the Voiceless is Okky’s first novel. In Indonesian version 

the title of her novel is Entrok. It has been translated into English. It was 

published on July 1st, 2013 under the title of The Years of the Voiceless by 

Gramedia Pustaka Utama with ISBN-10: 979229676X and ISBN-13: 978- 

9792296761. It tells a story about how Indonesians live under the ruthless 

dictatorship of Suharto's regime and how they struggled to survive under 

oppression of the military's dominance. This novel consists of 266 pages. This 

novel tells the story of a mother and child who lives in a different mindset. 

The New Order is a term used to separate the power of Sukarno era 

(Old Order) with the Suharto era. As the period that marked a new era after 

the September 30 Movement uprising in 1965. The new order was born as an 

attempt to total correcting irregularities committed during the Old Order, the 

realignment of all aspects of the lives of the people, nation, and the state of 
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 Indonesia, Pancasila and the UUD 1945, a genuine and consistent and regain 

the strength of the nation to raise national stability in order to accelerate the 

process of development of the nation. but in the ongoing the new order, there 

are irregularities which are discussed in The Years of the Voiceless novel. 

In this paper the writer want to explain more about New Order based on 

Historicism approaches in Okky Madasri’s The Years of the Voiceless novel. 

How Marni and Rahayu  as a major character faced her life under ruthless 

dictatorship of Suharto's regime. 

 
 
 

B.  Theoretical Foundation 
 

Literary theory is the study of the principles, categories and criteria, 

while the study of the works concrete called literary criticism (static approach) 

and the history of literature. Sometimes when the term criticism literature 

used to include literary theory. But these two terms should be distinguished. 

The term literary theory (thoery of literature) also includes the theory 

of literary criticism and theory literary history (Wellek and Warren, 1977). So 

in the area of literary studies, there are three broad categories that can be 

learned, namely: literary theory, literary criticism and literary history. 

Prof.  Dr.  Nyoman Kutha  Ratna,  S.U.  (2008)  in  his  book  Theory, 

Methods and Techniques Literature research, distinguishing historicism 

approach to literary history, literary history and historical novel. Same with 

other approaches, the historicism approach consider the historicity of literature 

studied, which are distinguished by history literature as the development of 

literature from the beginning until now, literary history as a work literature 

containing elements of history and historical novels, novels with elements 

history. So it can be concluded that historicism is part of the category study of 
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literary theory. In analyzing this novel, the writer uses historicism approach, 

using two concepts of Michel Foucault, and Hippolyte A. Taine. 

 

1.  Michel Foucault 
 

The French thinker, Michel Foucault (1926–84), French 

philosopher who had enormous influence on the sciences social 

humanities, including history as a discipline. 

 

Foucault’s work demonstrates all the hallmarks of historical 

investigation:   archival   research,   dates,   beginning   and   ends,   the 

description of events and periods, and references to historical figures and 

movements.  But,  historians  are  often  so  suspicious  of  his  work. 

Foucault’s work challenges the boundaries, rules and assumptions which 

trained mainstream historians use to organise the past and to construct 

what is recognised by the profession as valid historical discourse. As 

Hayden White puts it, Foucault challenges the notion that professional 

historians own history and the idea that anybody who wants to provide a 

valid account of the past needs to pass through their narrow and strictly 

policed doors. (O’Farrell, 2013: 161) 

According to O’Farrell (2013: 162) Foucault took traditional 

history and the history of ideas to task in five broadly related areas and 

proposed alternative viewpoints of his own. These areas cover: 

 

1) The ethical and political uses of history; 
 

2) Subject matter and sources; 
 

3) The organisation of time; 
 

4) The subject and history; 
 

5) Truth and power in history. 

3 



4  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

2.  Hippolyte Adolph Taine 
 

Hippolyte Adolphe Taine (21 April 1828 – 5 March 1893) was a 

French critic and  historian.  He  was  the  chief  theoretical  influence  of 

French naturalism, a major proponent of sociological positivism and one 

of the first practitioners of historicist criticism. According to Taine (1871) 

“The goal in studying literature (which is an abstract thing) is to discover 

the man responsible for it, the man who “acts, the man corporeal and 

visible, who eats, walks, fights, labours”. 

 

Taine is best known now for his attempt at a scientific account 

of literature, based on the categories of race, milieu, and moment. Taine 

used these words in French (race, milieu et moment); the terms have 

become widespread in literary criticism in English, but are used in this 

context in senses closer to the French meanings of the words than the 

English meanings, which are, roughly, "nation", "environment" or 

"situation", and "time". 

Taine argued that literature was largely the product of the author's 

environment, and  that  an  analysis  of  that  environment could  yield  a 

perfect understanding of the work of literature. In this sense he was 

a sociological positivist, though with important differences. Taine did not 

mean race in the specific sense now common, but rather the collective 

cultural dispositions that govern everyone without their knowledge or 

consent. What differentiates individuals within this collective "race", for 

Taine,   was milieu:   the   particular   circumstances   that   distorted   or 

developed the dispositions of a particular person. The "moment" is the 

accumulated experiences of that person. 
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C. Research Method 
 

In this study, the writer applies qualitative research that is a research 

which employs the method of collecting, describing, classifying and analyzing 

the data and then drawing conclusion to conduct the research. All primary 

data are taken from the novel, here is The Years of the Voiceless novel that is 

writing by Okky Madasri (2013). Secondly, secondary data are taken from 

some  materials  and  references  related  to  the  study  wather  derived  from 

journal, internet, textbook and articles. Based on the book by John W. 

Crosswell  (2007),  descriptive  research  is  kinds  of  qualitative  research  in 

which  the  resercher  describes  the  traumatic  experiences.  In  addition,  the 

writer will focus on analyzing the effect of traumatic experience reflected in 

The Years of the Voiceless novel by Okky Madasari. The data collection is 

done through documentation of library research. The documentation, based on 

John W. Creswell (2007: 118) is kind of data collection which uses all of the 

data sources, the primary and secondary data analyze. There are some steps 

used by the writer in collecting the data, as follows: (1) Reading the novel 

repeatedly, (2) Taking notes of important parts both primary and secondary 

data.  (3)  Arranging the  data  into  several  groups  based  on  its  theoretical 

category. (4) Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant for 

analysis, (5) Drawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. In 

analyzing the data, the writer applies descriptive analysis, in which the data is 

collected,  described and  then  analyzed. The  steps  taken  by the  writer  in 

analyzing the data are as follows:   the first is analyzing the data based on 

historicism  theory.  Focus  will  be  paid  on  New  Order  and  historicism 

approach. 
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D. Finding and Discussion 
 

After analyzing The Years of the Voiceless novel (2013), the writer 

find three concept of Historicism from Hippolyte A. Taine, they are: 

 

1.  Race 
 

By race, Taine referred to national characteristics that are 

typically found in works of art produced by the creative artists of a 

given country. Seen from the race, in this novel are Javanese and 

Chinese  races  who  fought  against  injustice  Indonesian 

government. The analysis based on race is more focused on the 

relationship between the author with a background in the life in 

The Years of the Voiceless novel. Findings related to race as 

follows: (1) Javanese Trait, (2) Shadow Pupet Theater, and (3) 

Javanese Religion. 

 
 
 

2.  Locale 
 

Locale     (Milieu) in     its     definition,     explains     how 

generalizations established in identifying "race" are effective and 

modified to suit and explain the behavior of the individual and his 

or her artistic expression. Milieu then is useful in explaining 

differences between those artists of the same "race" and why they 

exist.  The analysis is based on locale to find out the actual 

conditions as in the novel, in spite of a moment. such as the time, 

the political situation and the state of society. 

In this analysis are found, the authors are very understanding 

of time, place, circumstances, and conditions in each moment. As 

the elections that took place in the novel recounted in detail the 

time, situation, and the date. But if viewed from the race, there is a 
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difference  with  the  characters  in  the  novel,  this  is  due  to 

differences era, between the author and the characters in the novel. 

Indeed there are differences, but the spirit of the times (zeitgeist) in 

the new order is very pronounced and could lead the reader to 

enter the era back. 

 
 
 

3.  Moment 
 

Moment (History) is the accumulated experience of the 

author. This experience does not have to  experience that  goes 

directly to the person, but can also experience of hearing the story 

of someone who experienced a particular event that is supported 

by strong evidence. The following is a moment that is told in The 

Years of the Voiceless novel very closely related to the New Order 

such as; (1) Misterious Killing, (2) Demonstration, (3) Priok 

Tragedy,  (4)  Borobudur  Tample  Bomb,  (5)  Kedung  Ombo 

Tragedy, (6) Kind of Bond, and (7) Political labeling. 

 

Based on the novel analysis above can be summed up in 

the New Order era there are many irregularities as follows: 

 

a. Restrictions on The Right of The People 
 

Although   there   is   freedom   of   the   press,   but   the 

government can banning the publication of the press and 

prohibition for followers of certain beliefs. For citizens who 

dare to criticize the government considered violating the rules 

of the State. 
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b. The General Election is not Democratic 
 

General Election are held every 5 years. Took place filled 

with cheating and forced to choose one political party in the 

interest of ruler, and restrictions on the number of parties. 

 

c. Mysterious Killing 
 

Made   the   society   fear   by   the   mysterious   killings. 

Although the murder was applied to those who oppose the state 

and disturbing society in general. 

 

d. Forced Evictions 
 

Even  though  the  eviction  is  done  for  the  sake  of 

economic recovery, the government sacrificed many citizens 

who already own the land. Instead concerned with the people 

but just the opposite. 

e. Authoritarian of The Government 
 

People cannot do anything, once against the government 

will be crackdown, severe sanctions and accused PKI. 

 

Various deviations and crises come and go cause suffering of 

the people, trust in the government gradually began to decrease, even 

it is instigating people to demand the immediate formation of a new 

government and hope of changing the condition of the people. 

 

Theoretically this novel very representative of that time. Okky 

also maintaining traditional values with the use of Java language style. 

The readers can feel how life under authoritarian in the New Order era 

and inspiring life story of Marni and Rahayu, that never give up under 

any  situation.  Biography  of  the  author  himself,  greatly  affect  the 

figures and the background of life created by Okky in this novel. 
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In the view of Foucault, it is difficult to deny the existence of 

the agenda “constructing a  comprehensive view of history” in  the 

rectification of history project. To counter the existing history, same as 

the case of historiography Indonesiasentris: the former rebel now a 

hero, who was once a hero now be invaders. In other words, the project 

could  fall  on  humanism  in  the  sense  of  Foucauldian,  whereas, 

according to Foucault (2006), “Gradually humanity does not progress 

from combat to combat until it arrives at universal resiprocity, where 

the rule of law finally replace warfare; humanity installs each of its 

violences in a system of rules and Tus proceeds from domination to 

domination”. 

 

If seen in this era, where people are  given the freedom of 

opinion and work. To counter a history, emerging writer who retells 

history that ever existed with different viewpoints, as did Okky 

Madasari in The Years of the Voiceless novel. 

 

Different from the history books, such as M. Ricklefs (2001), 

Vatikiotis  (1993),  Wanandi  (2012),  and  Mustofa  (2011).  Literary 

works  are  required  to  be  accepted  by  the  reader.  Because  good 

literature must have the following criteria: (1) to meet the tastes of 

readers, so that they can reap the benefits behind literary work. (2) can 

change  social  thinking  reader,  give  a  new  color  of  life,  and  (3) 

refreshes the reader to more easily understand life. Life is not always 

mild, but many of challenges. 
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E.  Conclussion 
 

Based on the historicism analysis by Hippolyte A. Taine that focus on 

the historical event in Okky Madasari’s The Years of the Voiceless novel, the 

researcher can draw the conclusion, this novel greatly represent the New 

Order, which the story in the novel is represented by the two main characters, 

Marni and Rahayu in the fight against authoritarianism in the New Order. 

Every moment is taken from a true story experienced by Okky’s grandmother, 

there are many differences in the facts shown by the history books, textbooks 

and novels. Okky’s point of view, built illustrated through the figures, which 

are based on the author's social background itself. Okky use literature to open 

space or window (breathing space) for us to see the fate of the victims of the 

Communist Party from a different perspective of the power game, namely 

humanitarian perspective. 

We have to realize that every moment that has happened to be a 

history. That can still be explored through literature. Because during this time, 

a history created by the winer (power holders). Through The Years of the 

Voiceless novel we could realize what was actually happening in the New 

Order with a different perspective. With focus on race, locale, and moment in 

literary history can be known the relation between characters in the novel with 

the author, and story in the novel with the actual reality. The history that has 

passed can be use as a valuable lesson for the better future. 
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