
 
 

1 
 

CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Nowadays, the humanism phenomena such as human trafficking and 

prostitution have became a massive problem in the world which need to be 

concerned about. One of the reasons that prostitution is an issue of public 

concern is that the sale of this love/service represents a challenge to our social 

norms regarding exchange and sexuality by redefining the sexual use of the 

body as a commodity available for exchange (Monto and Julka, 2009).  

Actually, human trafficking and prostitution are two different cases. 

But, both of them are related each other, because the women which become 

victims are the easiest target of the prostitution industry and creating the 

reliable supply for them (Wijers and Chew, 1997). Many of the prostitutes 

who are dominated by woman are illegal immigrant which taken from their 

poor countries and promised to be a low-paid worker. Many of them never 

know if they will be delivered to this kind of job that never been expected 

before, being a slut. The worst is, once they get involve, there will be no more 

chance for them to turn back. We must admit that there are so many elite who 

participate on this industry. Trade, purchase, and woman-selling is a big 

business which  managed by a huge experienced professional link in sex 
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industry, and many others are the small traders which try to get profit from 

those kids and woman’s bodies (Brown,2000).  

We must confess that the commercial sex industry has also reached 

Asia. In Japan itself, sex and prostitution has become a common issue since a 

long time ago. The fact about the sexual modern prostitution slavery in this 

area which ever been published is the forced recruitment to more than 100.000 

women by Japan government during the second World War. They were 

mostly from Korea, and recruited to be whore in the military whorehouse 

(Hicks, 1995).  

Officially, this country has made prostitution forbidden after the Anti-

Prostitution Law in 1956 which stated "No person may either do prostitution 

or become the customer of it”. But, of course almost impossible to remove 

prostitution in Japan, a country with a big pornography industry that gives 

their government big number of income. Now, Japan has become one of the 

biggest economic countries in the world, so they are not exporting their 

women, but importing the poor women from the other countries (Brown, 

2000).  

After Dark by Haruki Murakami was firstly appeared in 2004 and 

published by Kodansha, a publisher from Japan. Here, Haruki Murakami has 

delivered many issues inside the story, such as family, human trafficking, 

until the unique phenomena of health like Klein-Levin syndrome.  
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This novel is written by Haruki Murakami, one of the best Japanese 

modern and contemporary novelist. According to Brown (2014), Haruki 

Murakami was born in Kyoto Japan, January 12, 1949. He is known not only 

as a novelist, but also as a short story author. Many of his books like as  A 

Wild Sheep Chase (1982), Norwegian Wood (1987), The Wind-Up Bird 

Chronicle (1994-1995), Kafka on the Shore (2002), and 1Q84 (2009–2010) 

have been published internationally and translated into 50 languages with a 

good sales. Haruki Murakami’s book has been sold millions copies around the 

world (Brown, 2014).  

Murakami’s first novel is Hear The Wind Sing, which was written in 

1979 when he was 29 of age. This novel was also sent in a novel competition 

and winning the first position. On the next year, his second book Pinball, 1973 

appeared and continued by A Wild sheep Chase in 1982. Those three book 

were also known as Trilogy of The Rat. Haruki Murakami’s name is getting 

famous in Japan after he published Norwegian Wood in 1987, a novel which 

mostly talking about loss, love, friendship, and sexuality. This novel had sold 

for millions copies and brought the writer into the popularity. The book was 

made in English version and published internationally in 2001. This novel was 

also adapted into a movie by Tran Anh Hung  with the same title in 2010 

(Brown, 2014).   

From his novels and short stories, Haruki Murakami won many 

regional and international awards. Started from Noma Literary Prize (1982), 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Wild_Sheep_Chase
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/A_Wild_Sheep_Chase
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norwegian_Wood_(novel)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wind-Up_Bird_Chronicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Wind-Up_Bird_Chronicle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kafka_on_the_Shore
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1Q84
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tran_Anh_Hung
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Noma_Literary_Prize
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Teriaki Prize {1985), Yomiuri Prize (1995), World Fantasi Award (2006), and 

Kiyama Prize (2007). His eighth novel, The Wind-Up Bird Chronicle which 

talking about the war crimes in Machukuo (Norteast China) was also awarded 

as the winner of Nobel Prize for Literature in 1994. Haruki Murakami also 

accepted his honorary doctorate from University of Liège
  

in 2007 and 

from Princeton University in June 2008. Steven Poole from The 

Guardian praised Haruki Murakami as "among the world's greatest living 

novelists" for all of his novels, short stories, and  achievements (Brown, 

2014).   

After Dark is firstly published in Japan in 2004 with the original tittle 

アフターダーク or Afutā dāku in romanji by Kodansha, a publisher from 

Tokyo.  Three years later, the English version of this book appeared with tittle 

After Dark. The Japanese version of the novel were translated into 201 pages 

of English novel by Jay Rubin, and published by Harvill Secker in London.  

In After Dark novel, Haruki Murakami tried to bring something 

unusual. Here, he tried to create the story in a very short time setting, during 

the night from 12.00 a.m to 07.00 a.m, a really short time duration for a novel.  

This seven hours story is taking place in the night life spot in Tokyo. Actually, 

the main story of the novel is about Eri and Mari, sibling who have different 

world and way of thinking which make them never have a good relationship. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Li%C3%A8ge
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Princeton_University
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guardian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Guardian
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They never talk, they never share, or have any interactions because they are 

too different. 

Mari Asai and Eri Asai come with their different problems, 

personality, and life. Mari Asai is an independent girl who became the focus 

of the story. Mari is a common 19 years old girl, not really pretty or popular 

with silent type who does not seem care to anything. She studies Chinese. In 

her perspective, there is nothing special with her life, so much different from 

her sibling, Eri who seems like a princess in a perfect world. Eri is very pretty, 

popular, and spending her time by becoming a model or filming some TV 

shows. But she does not feel happy with the pressures she gets from her 

profession. Besides that, her bad relationship with Mary makes her feel 

lonely, drops into a depression and finally delivers her into Klein-Levin 

syndrome, a syndrome that changes her into a real Snow White. This 

syndrome makes Eri Asai keep sleeping until more than two months 

(Murakami, 2007).  

The story is begun on the midnight when Mary was spending her time 

by reading a book in the corner of Denny’s cafe in the middle of Tokyo. A 

place where she suddenly meets Tetsuya Takahashi, Eri’s friend who spent 

holiday with them several years ago. Takahashi studies law in his university, 

but he also plays music with his band in the spare time as a hobby (Murakami, 

2007). 
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The story is getting more interesting after Takahasi leave and back to 

practice with his band. No longer after that, a woman come to the cafe and 

talk to Mari. Her name is Kaoru, a friend of Takahashi. Kaoru works in 

Alphaville, a love hotel in Tokyo as a manager.  Kaoru knows from Takahashi 

that Mari is able to speak in Chinese, so she decides to meet her asking for 

help because she needs a translator urgently. A Chines prostitute has became a 

violence victim by her customer in her hotel. Together, they leave Denny’s 

and try to get some information from the prostitute to help her. From here, 

they knows that the prostitute is working under the Chines gangster which 

owns the prostitute business on that area. (Murakami, 2007).  

After the prostitute is taken back by the gangster, Mari goes back to 

Denny’s. Takahashi told that Eri talked to him  how much she love her little 

sister.  

At the end, Mari confesses that she loves Eri so much, but everything 

goes so wrong with the difference they have. She also tells Takahashi the 

reason that brings her keep hanging out during the night is because she is 

afraid to fall asleep. She does not want to be like Eri who can’t control her 

body and keep sleeping for months. At the end, Takahashi asks Mari for a 

date. But, Mari should go for the student exchanging to China for six months 

and she wants him to wait (Murakami, 2007).  

There are several reasons why the writer chooses this book as the 

source of data. The first reason is because this book is quite interesting to read 
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and also as a data source of literature study. This book is written in a very 

dense time setting, seven hours beginning from 12.00 am to 07.00 am. 

Something like this is very rare to be find.  

Second, this book shows us about the reality of the night life and 

lifestyle in Japan which get so many influences from the Western culture, 

shown from the activities of the major and minor character such as hanging 

out to the cafe in the midnight, practicing band, and love hotel as a common 

place to visit, and free sex.  

Third reason is, this novel delivers us to see the social phenomena 

such as prostitution and how is the link behind it. In this novel, there is a story 

about the Chinese prostitute who works under the gangster supervision. The 

powerless Chinese prostitute is an illegal immigrant which brought from her 

country and forced to be a whore. This phenomena is chosen to be the focus 

of this study.  

Based on the description, the writer uses the Feminist Approach. 

Feminist is the only one suitable approach because it also concerns about the 

woman role and position. Feminist theories emerge from the various 

explanation of woman’s oppression (Elliot and Mandell,1995). 

Based on all of the description that mentioned above, the writer 

analyzes the After Dark novel by using the feminist approach to find the 

illustration of prostitution reflected on the novel entitled Prostitution 
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Phenomena Reflected at Haruki Murakami’s After Dark Novel (2007): A 

Feminist Approach.  

 

B. Literature Review 

The writer personally think that After Dark is an unique novel to read 

and also to be a research object. It is shown with the previous studied by 

J.P.Dil, Masayu Oda, and Tutut Dwi Desiningtyas that written before this 

research. All of them were using the same book, but with different 

perspective.   

The first research is written by J.P.Dhil in 2007 from University of 

Canterbury with tittle “Haruki Murakami and The Search of Self-Therapy”. 

On that research, J.P.Dil concerns about the psychological relationship 

between of the author (Haruki Murakami) and his novels (including After 

Dark). Here, he believes that psychological condition will always influence 

every word produced inside the novel 

The second research is written by Masayu Oda in 2011 with tittle 

“村上春樹「アフターダーク」の空間的読解 : 「闇」と出会う場所としての深夜の街” 

(Spatial Analysis of Murakami Haruki's After dark: Midnight Town as A 

Place Where We Encounter The Darkness) which described the midnight life 

in the Tokyo reflected at the novel.  
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The third research is made by Tutut Dwi Desiningtyas in 2013. Here, 

she focused on the reaction and opinion of Mari and Takahashi (the characters 

of the novel) about the modernism paradigmatic in Japan.  

Based on the review above, the previous studies are different with the 

research created by the writer. The first research focused on the influence of 

the psychological condition of the author to the novel (structural approach), 

while the second and third research were using sociological approach. Writer 

here is trying to conduct the study on Haruki Murakami’s After Dark based on 

the feminist perspectives. In this study, the writer focus on the way 

prostitution is reflected on this novel. The similarity between this study and 

previous studies is the use of After Dark novel as data source.  

 

C. Problem Statement 

The problem statement on this research is “How is Prostitution 

Phenomena reflected at After Dark Novel?” 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The writer focusses this reseach only in analyzing the prostitution 

phenomena which reflected in After Dark novel (2007) based on Feminist 

Approach 
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E. Objectives of the Study 

The objectve of the study are mentioned as follows: 

1.  To analyze Haruki Murakami’s After Dark novel based on the structural 

analysis of the novel. 

2. To reveal how the prostitution phenomena is ilustrated on the Haruki 

Murakami’s After Dark novel (2007) by using Feminist Approach. 

 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The study is expected to give benefit as follow: 

1. Theoritical benefit 

The writer wishes that this study can impart a new contribution and 

information to the larger body of knowledge, especially the literary study 

on After Dark novel (2007).  

2. Practical benefit 

This study is whishes to give deeper understanding and enrich both 

knowledge and experience especially for the writer, generally for the other 

student of Muhammadyah University of Surakarta, and also can be used as 

a reference by other university students who are interested in literary study 

on After Dark novel (2007) based on Feminist Approach.   
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G. Research Method  

In this research, the writer analyzes Haruki Murakami’s After Dark 

novel. There are five elements that will be discussed. 

1. Type of research 

This research is using qualitative research. Moleong (1983) said that 

qualitative is research that result in descriptive data in the form observed 

people or behaviors. The steps of conducting this qualitative study are (1) 

determining the object of the study, (2) determining the source of data, (3) 

determining the method of data collection, and (3) determining the 

technique of data analysis.  

2. Object of the study 

The object of the study is After Dark novel by Haruki Murakami 

which is published in 2007. The analysis of this study is using feminist 

approach.  

3. Type of the data and data source 

There are two types of data namely primary and secondary data which 

is needed in making this research. 

a. Primary data 

The primary data that used in this research is taken from  After Dark 

novel, an English version of  アフターダーク (Afutā dāku) by Haruki 

Murakami.  This book consists of 201 pages and translated by Jay 
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Rubin. After Dark is published by Harvill Secker, a publisher from 

London in 2007.  

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The secondary data on this research are all of the theories and 

data taken from literary books, journal and articles which deal with the 

issues that discussed. It also covers the theory of feminism and 

prostitution that will be used in this research to analyze the novel.  

4. Technique of data collection 

In making this study, the data collecting system that used are: 

a. Reading the novel 

b. Taking notes of important aspect in primary and secondary data source 

c. Underlying the important word, phrases, and sentences which are 

related to the study 

d. Arranging the data into several parts based on its classification 

e. Selecting the data by finding the information that support and suitable 

with the topic 

f. Following the conclusion of the analysis that has already done in the 

former chapter and formulating its pedagogical suggestion. 

g. Technique of data analysis 
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5. Method of Analyzing Data 

 The technique  of data analysis in this research is descriptive analysis. 

The analysis will use word, phrase, clauses and sentences as the data 

research. In analyzing the data, the writer using some technique of the data 

analysis. They are: 

a. Analyzing the important aspect of the novel.   

b. Trying to  decide the feminist analysis of the novel with the focus on 

the prostitution phenomena 

c.  Making discussion of the finding 

d. Making conclusion 

 

H. Paper organization  

 This paper organization is created to make this research easier to be 

understood. This paper organization will be divided into five chapters.  

Chapter I is introduction which contains background of the study, literary  

review, problem statement, objective of the study, limitation of the study, the 

benefit of the study, research method, and paper organization. Chapter II is 

underlying theory, it contains the notion of feminist approach, notion of 

prostitution, structural element of novel, and theoretical application. Chapter 

III is structural analysis, it covers structural elements of After Dark novel, it 

consists of narrative elements of the novel such as theme, setting, plot, 

characters, point of view, and style. Chapter IV is feminist analysis of Haruki 
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Murakami’s After Dark novel. Here the writer will display the feminist 

analysis of Haruki Murakami’s After Dark novel which discuss about the role 

of the woman (in this case ‘the prostitute) in the novel. Chapter V is the last 

chapter of this research paper that consist of conclusion and suggestion.  

 


