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SUMMARY

RATNA TRI HANDAYANI A 320100224. THE IMPORTANCE OF
SIMPLICITY OF LIFE IN LOUISA MAY ALCOTT’S AND LITTLE
WOMEN NOVEL (1868) : A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH. RESEARCH
PAPER. MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA.

The objectives of the study are to analyze the novel based on its structural
elements and to analyze the novel based on Sociological Approach.

This study is a qualitative study. The object of the study is Louisa May Alcott’s
and The Little Women novel published in 1868 in America.. The data sources are
divided into two, namely primary data source and secondary data source. The
primary data source is the novel itself and the secondary data source is other
sources related to the analysis such as the author biography, books of literary
theory and also sociological books. The object of this research is Louisa May
Alcott’s Little Women novel, and the writer analyzes it by using sociological
approach. The method of data collection is library research. The technique of
data analysis is descriptive analysis.

Based on the analysis, the writer draws the following conclusions: First, the
researcher concludes that the elements of the novel present a good unity that
consist of exposition, complication, climax, and resolution. Little Women by
Louisa May Alcott’s describes that a simple life is a good life. The issue is also
about the reality condition of America at the second half nineteenth century.

Key words: The Importance of Simplicity of life, Little Women, Sociological
Approach.



TABLE OF CONTENTS

SUMMARY e

TABLE OF CONTENTS ... .o s
CHAPTER1 : INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study..........ccccceiieieeiiiie e

B. LIterature REVIEW ........ccooiiiiiiiiieieienieee e

C. Problem Statement ..........ccvoiiiiiiieieee e

D. Limitation of the Study ..........ccooviiiiiecc e

E. Objective of the Study..........coceieiiiiiice e,

F. Benefits of the Study.........cccoeiiiiiiie e,

1. Theoretical Benefit...........cccoiiiiiiiiiii e

2. Practical Benefit..........cocoiiiiiiiicc e

G. Research Methodology........ccccvevieiiiiiie i

1. Object of the Study........ccooveiiiiiiic e

2. Type of the Data and the Data SOUICES..........cccceevieiiieeiieiiieeniens

Xi



3. Technique of the Data Collection .............ccccovevviveiveincicceee, 9
4. Technique of the Data AnalysiS.........c.cccvevveieere i, 10
H. Research Organization ...........cccccoveveiieiecie s 10

CHAPTER Il : UNDERLYING THEORY

A. A Sociological TREOTY .....c.ccveiiveieiieceee e 12
B. The Perspective of Sociology of Literature ...........cccccevvvevevvevvenenne. 14
1. Literary Works as the Social Document .............ccccoveveveeieenenne. 14

2. Literary Works as the Reflection of Social Situation of the Writer 16

3. Literary Works as the Manifestation of the Historical Moment.. 16

C. Structural Elements of the NOVel ..., 17
1. Character and Characterization............cccoovrereiinineieiseseseeeen 18
2. SEHING .ot e 19
Be PlOL s 20

A, EXPOSITION ....oviiiicc e 20

D, CHIMAX.ceiiiiii e 21

C. RESOIULION......oiiiiiiiiice s 21

. CONCIUSION. ...t 21

4. POINt OF VIBW ..ot 21
5. TREME. o 22

B, SEYIE s 22
D. Theoretical AppliCatioNn..........cccoovieiiiiiiiece e 23

xii



CHAPTER IIl : SOCIAL HISTORICAL BACKGROUND OF

F.

AMERICANSOCIETY IN THE SECOND HALF OF

NINETEENTH CENTURY

SOCIAL ASPECT.....cueeieiei et 25
1. SOCIAI STALUS .....cvivieciiiicieeese e 26
2. SOCIAI STUCIUIE. ..ot 26
ECONOMIC ASPECE ...t 28
POLItICA] ASPECT ...t 31
CUIUIal ASPECL.....cuieiecic et 32
RElIGIOUS ASPECT ... 36
Science and Technology ASPECE .........ccoveiiiiie i 37

CHAPTER IV : STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS

A.

Structural Elements of the NOVel ... 39
1. Character and Characterization............cccocuvereinineieiiseseeeeen 39
2. SEHING .ot e 45
Be PlOL e s 47
4. POINt OF VIBW ..ottt 50
D SHYIE e 51
B, THEME . 56
DISCUSSION ...ttt et 57

CHAPTERYV : SOCIOLOGICAL ANALYSIS

A

SOCIAI ASPECT.... .ottt 60

L. SOCHIAl STALUS. ..ttt ee e e e eeeeeees 60

xiii



2. SOCIAI SITUCTUIE ... 61

3. ECONOMIC ASPECT .....eveieeie et 63
4. POILICAl ASPECT ...ceviieeeieiee et 64
5. CUUIal ASPECL.......ccveivieie et 65
6. ReligioUS ASPECL ......eoiveeieiie et 66
7. Science and Technology ASPECT .......cccvveevveresiiese e 67
B. DISCUSSION ...ttt 68

CHAPTER VI : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION

AL CONCIUSTON .o 71

B. SUQQESLION ...t 72

C. Pedagogical Implication...........cccccoeiieieiieir e 72
BIBLIOGRAPHY ... 74
VIRTUAL REFERENCES ... 76
APPENDIX

Xiv



