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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Social status is a position in social relationships, characteristics that 

put the individual in relation to others and how much the role of the individual 

in society. Social status can be formed by several things including through the 

role of the individual, wealth, power and others. In Charles Dickens' novel 

was very influential social status because the story is lifted between the 

difference in status between the rich and the poor. Where the novel A 

Christmas Carol, one who has the power of the rich, a lot of money and a man 

of honor. The poor make them just a useless waste.  

Charles Dickens was born on February 7, 1812, and spent the first nine 

years of his life living in the coastal regions of Kent, a county in southeast 

England. Dickens' father, John, was a kind and likable man, but he was 

financially irresponsible, piling up tremendous debts throughout his life. 

When Dickens was nine, his family moved to London. At twelve, his father 

was arrested and sent to debtors' prison. Dickens' mother moved seven of their 

children into prison with their father but arranged for Charles to live alone 

outside the prison, working with other child laborers at a hellish job pasting 

labels on bottles in a blacking warehouse. 
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Dickens' beloved novella A Christmas Carol was written in 1843, with 

the intention of drawing readers' attention to the plight of England's poor. 

(Social criticism, a recurring theme in Dickens' work, resounds most strongly 

in his novel Hard Times). In the tale, Dickens stealthily combines a somewhat 

indirect description of hardships faced by the poor with a heart-rending, 

sentimental celebration of the Christmas season. The calloused character of 

the apathetic penny-pinching Ebenezer Scrooge, who opens his heart after 

being confronted by three spirits, remains one of Dickens' most widely 

recognized and popular creations. 

The play describes a lot of beautiful view. The sot of the play is in 

London, about 1843, at the England. Later that evening, after returning to his 

dark, cold apartment, Scrooge receives a chilling visit from the ghost of his 

dead partner, Jacob Marley. Marley, looking haggard and pallid, relates his 

unfortunate story. As punishment for his greedy and self-serving life his spirit 

has been condemned to wander the Earth weighted down with heavy chains. 

Marley hopes to save Scrooge from sharing the same fate. Marley informs 

Scrooge that three spirits will visit him during each of the next three nights. 

After the wraith disappears, Scrooge collapses into a deep sleep. 

In this play Charles Dickens is able to describe the characters 

amazingly especially Ebenezer Scrooge character. The characters are just very 

life. There is no misbehavior that makes the characters feel far from reality. 
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The main characters is the play are,  The story begins  after a lonely old miser 

man with more money, he does not know what to do, because he refused to 

spend a penny or share it. Throughout he story, after the visits of three spirits, 

Scrooge realizes that charity and generosity is a much more interesting life 

than money, and he learns that he can keep the true spirit of Christmas alive 

all year. 

A Christmas Carol is Charles Dickens novel of the most widely 

known. Novel air-setting Christmas it's been popular since it was first 

published in December 1843, in which 6000 copies of her books sold in just a 

few days. After that, the book never stops reprinted and published. To date, 

there are at least five different versions of the film that has been adapted from 

the novel, not including cartoons and animation. Disney must be sure that the 

story is still selling if willing to pay Jim Carrey to play Scrooge in their 

animation, launched the 2009 Christmas season. To all, Disney issued a cost 

of almost 200 million USD for this animation. In return, this animated netted 

137.8 million dollars to 185.8 million in the domestic market and outside of 

the U.S. dollar. If one ticket for 10 dollars, this means that 3.2 million people 

around the world come to the cinema to watch this film at the time. After 

Dickens wrote this novel, the story is still enjoyed by many people. 

The three months Charles spent apart from his family were severely 

traumatic. He viewed his job as a miserable trap he considered himself too 

good for it, stirring the contempt of his worker-companions. After his father 
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was released from prison, Dickens returned to school, eventually becoming a 

law clerk. He went on to serve as a court reporter before taking his place as 

one of the most popular English novelists of his time. At age 25, Dickens 

completed his first novel, The Pickwick Papers, which met with great success. 

This started his career as an English literary celebrity, during which he 

produced such masterpieces as Great Expectations, David Copperfield, and A 

Tale of Two Cities. 

There are four reasons why the researcher is interested in studying this 

novel. First interesting side of the novel is about the character and the 

characterization. The performance of the Ebenezer Scrooge, who succeeds to 

be person who is greedy and evil man. As the rich, he might to be an arrogant, 

and only concerned with wealth. He does not care about poor people. During 

his life, Scrooge also do not want to get married because his marriage is just 

the same as wasting money useless. 

Setting of the novel is the second reason why the researcher wants to 

analyze the novel. A Christmas Carol novel has the naturally setting. Charles 

Dickens takes place in era of 1843s. Setting this novel is in London that the 

Christmas place. Where everyone is busy preparing something and rejoiced to 

welcome Christmas but not for Scrooge who just busy counting his money at 

counting house. 
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The third reason is about plot the in A Christmas Carol novel. Plot in 

this novel starts from exposition, complication, climax, and resolution. The 

story starts from Scrooge who is a greedy man and then he meets with 

Marley’s ghost and 3 Ghost. The ghost gave different stories to Scrooge for 3 

nights in a row. Finally Scrooge can change into a good person and always 

respect the Christmas. And the description given by the ghost will never be 

forgotten by Scrooge during his lifetime. 

The last reason why this novel so interesting to be analyzed is the 

story in A Christmas Carol show the difference of the social status. It looks 

clearly, Scrooge as a man who greedy and  Bob Cratchit as the poor. This 

problem is a servant might do criminal to get more money. This problem is 

considered as one of Marxist theory that is status conflict. Status conflict is 

one of the major principles of Marxism. The problem occurs because of the 

social status. 

Considering the explanation above, the researcher believes that it is 

necessary to conduct an analysis related to this problem. To conduct this 

analysis the writer will use Marxist Approach theory by Karl Marx. So the 

researcher will conduct this research by the title THE DIFFERENCE OF 

SOCIAL STATUS REFLECTED IN CHARLES DICKENS’ A 

CHRISTMAS CAROL NOVEL (1843): A MARXIST APPROACH 
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B. Literature Review 

The study on A Christmas Carol of Charles Dickens has ever been used 

before, but the writer is going to analyze this novel with other prespective and 

researcher tries to analyze difference of social status reflected at A Christmas 

Carol by using Marxist Approach. The first writer, Susana Sunarsani (2002), 

entitled “The Cold and Closed Heart Character of Ebenezer Scrooge, The Main 

Character in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol”, about focused on Ebenezer 

Scrooge as main character of the novel. This study aimed at showing the 

readers that there were a lot of supporting experinces, persons, actions, and 

events, that could influence a person in becoming whoever he was. The analysis 

of Ebenezer scrooge’s experinces was divided into two sections. The first 

section talked about his past experiences that influenced Scrooge to be a cold 

and closed hearted person. Scrooge was so miserable during his life’s journey, 

left behind, and neglected by his loved ones. The second one discussed the 

Ghost of Marley and the Three Spirits’ actions and utterences that influenced 

Scrooge to be a new person. The ghosts gave him lessons and visions of his life, 

of his past, present, and future life. From the analysis of those influences, the 

writer found that in every change of a person’s character, whether it was small 

or big, a shot or long process, something would occur before the change. 

Therefore, a person should have the capability to choose and decide which was 

the best for him and put aside the bad things. He should take the bad 

experiences as his lesson in life, which he would not do to himself or others. 
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The second researcher is Junastri Elfina R. Siahaan (2010), University 

of Sumatra Utara, entitled “An Analysis of Moral Lesson in Charles Dickers’ A 

Christmas Carol”. This research focused on analyzing moral through some 

major character concers to human behavior as depiced in the novel A Christmas 

Carol for normative dose size. The size refered to the true-false and good-bad 

of human behavior as a member of society. Moral is a reflection code of 

cunduct of human social life. 

The differences between the researcher and two previous writers are 

the theme and the perspective. Susana Sunarsani writer about The Cold and 

Closed Heart Character of Ebenezer Scrooge by using descriptive qualitative 

analysis which focuses on Ebenezer Scrooge as main character of the novel. 

While, Junastri Elfina R. Siahaan writer about An Analysis of  Moral Lesson 

by using psychological approach . In this occasion, the writer deals with the 

research entitled The Difference of  Social Status Reflected in Charles 

Dickens’ A Christmas Carol Novel (1843): A Marxist Approach. 

  

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the research background above, the problem formulatation is 

how the difference of social status is reflected in A Christmas Carol novel by 

Charles Dickens’( 1843). 
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D. Limitation of the Study 

In the research, the researcher will focus on the difference of social 

status is reflected in Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol novel (1843). 

E. Objectives of the Study 

The objectives of the study are mentioned as follows: 

1. To analyze the novel based on structural elements by finding character and 

characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style and theme. 

2. To reveal the difference of social status using Marxist Approach 

 

F. The Benefits of the study 

1. Theorical Benefit 

It gives contribution to the larger body knowledge, particulary 

literary study in A Christmas Carol novel by Charles Dickens on A 

Marxist Approach. 

2. Practical Benefit 

This study is expected tp improve the reseacher’s understanding 

especially in Marxist Approach in Literature. 
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G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

The type of research conducted by the researcher is in the 

dominant of descriptive qualitative method. Meleong (1983: 3) states that 

“Qualitative research is a type of research that has descriptive data in the 

forms of written or oral observing people or bahavior.  

2. Object of the Study 

The Object of the study is A Christmas Carol novel by Charles 

Dickens. It is analyzed by using Marxist Approach. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Sources 

The data in this research are primary data and secondary data. 

a. Primary Data Sources 

The primary data sources are taken from A Christmas Carol 

novel that is written by Charles Dickens and published on 

December 19, 1843, by Chapman & Hall it consist of 139 pages 

(approximately 28,000 words). The original language used is 

English. 

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The secondary data are taken from other sources, which are 

related to the primary data that support the analysis including 

books and virtual references as documentation. It deals with text 

http://id.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Chapman_%26_Hall&action=edit&redlink=1
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and with problem of this researches. In analyzing the novel, 

author’s biography, information of British country, and the other 

relevant information to analysis of this research. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The researcher uses documentation as the method of collecting the 

data in this research. The steps are as follows: 

a. Reading the Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol novel in many 

times. 

b. Browsing to the internet to get several information and articles 

related to the object of the study. 

c. Indentifying the problem and finding the data. Therefore, research 

problem statement and objective of the study can be drawn clearly. 

d. Taking the important note of important data, both primary and 

secondary data. 

e. Arranging the data into several parts according to its classification. 

f. Drawing conclusion and formulating suggestion. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique of data analysis in this research paper is descriptive 

analysis. The analysis uses word, phrase, clouses, and sentences as the 

data research. Then, the data reports will contain dialogues and 

narrations. 
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H. Research Paper Organization 

To make this study clear, understandable, and systematic, this study is 

divided into five chapters. Chapter I contains introduction that consists of 

background of the study, literature  review, problem statement, limatation of 

the study, objectives of the study, the benefits of the study, research method 

and research paper organization. Chapter II is about underlying theory that 

consist of the notion of marxism, major principle of marxists theory, the 

structural of the novel, and the theoretical application. Chapter III covers with 

social background of English society by the mid of nineteenth century. 

Chapter IV deals with structural analysis that consists of structural elements 

of the novel that includes character and characterization, setting, plot, point of 

view, and theme of the novel and discussion. Beside that, this chapter also 

contains discussion of the structural elements of the novel. Chapter V is about 

marxist analysis. Chapter VI is divided into two parts namely conclusion and 

suggestion 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


