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Abstract  

This study is about material oriented life in Ruthless novel. The problem 

of the study is how material oriented life is reflected in Ruthless novel. The object 

of the study is “Ruthless” novel by Anne Stuart. It uses marxism approach. This 

study belongs to qualitative research. In this method, there are two types of data 

source, namely primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is 

the novel and the secondary data is other materials related to the study. The result 

of the study shows the following conclusion. Based on the analysis it can be 

concluded that the author delivers a moral message that some people believe that 

happines lies in the material achievement and the author reflects the social 

realities of American society at the late twentieth century and the early twenty 

first century which people give concerns to the issue of material oriented life. 

 

Keyword: Material Oriented Life, Ruthless, Marxism Approach.  

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:errenarena@gmail.com


A. Introduction  

Ruthless is written by an American novelist, Anne Stuart. Ruthless 

tells about love and material oriented life. The primary theme of this novel is 

some people believe that happines lies in the material achievement. Ellinor is 

the woman from proletariat (poor) and Rohan from bourgeoisie (rich) has a 

strange relationship. Those kind of strange related with their habit, where 

Rohan always use his money to buy everything, and Elinor never cares about 

the money, all she needs is the love from her family.  The value in Ruthless 

novel has become an interesting knowledge in literature. It is interesting to 

learn this novel. As far as the writer concerns, in Muhammadiyah University 

of Surakarta, none of the reseacher was concern to study in Ruthless novel. 

This research is a first research that study of Ruthless Novel. 

Marxism is the political, economic, and social theories of Karl Marx 

including the belief that the struggle between social classes is a major force in 

history and that there should eventually be a society in which there are no 

classes. The works of Karl Marx of Germany based on the economic, social, 

political, pseudo-scientific philosophy, theory, belief, or system. His 

philosophy of history was called historical materialism in which his goal was 

to bring about the end of history, by means of an eventual perfect, classless, 

utopian society he called communism. Marxism notions of collectivization 

and redistribution of the property of the bourgeois puts it on a collision course 

with the economic philosophy of Capitalism and free markets. The theory 

also with the social-governmental philosophies related to Democracy, in the 

oldest, pre-Marxism sense of that word. 

The issue of the novel is material oriented life. According to Ditmar 

(2008), Kasser&Kanner (2004, Richins (2004) materialism is : 

Concerned with people’s desire for material goods and wealth, not 

with people’s actual wealth. It can be defined as the important that people 

ascribe to the ownership and acquisition of material goods in achieving their 

life goals, and associated beliefs about the identity-related benefits that 

material goods will bring, such as status, positive identity, or happiness. 

 

 

http://www.thinking-catholic-strategic-center.com/definition-of-communism.html
http://www.thinking-catholic-strategic-center.com/definition-of-capitalism.html
http://www.thinking-catholic-strategic-center.com/definition-of-democracy.html


B. Research Method  

In the study, the writer applies qualitative research. The data sources are 

library and literary data. The purpose is to analyze using sociological approach.  

In collecting the data, the researcher takes some steps they are as 

follow: reading the novel for several times and understanding the content, 

taking notes of important parts both primary and secondary data, arranging 

the data info several groups based on its theoretical category, selecting 

particular parts considered important an relevant for analysis, drawing 

conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion.  

In analyzing the data, the writer applies a qualitative approach. The 

step is taken by the writer in analyzing the data are as follows: the first 

analyzing the data based on its structural elements and focus will be paid on 

the structural analysis of the novel. The second step is analyzing the data 

based on marxist approach. Focus will be paid on the material oriented life in 

Ruthless novel in America society in the late twentieth century and the early 

of twenty first century. 

 

C. Research Findings and Discussion  

After analyzing the novel the researcher gets some research finding. 

The research finding has some cases to be discussed.  

1. Findings  

After analyzing Ruthless novel, the researcher gets some findings. 

The findings are dealing with revolution, materialism and freedom. 

a. Revolution 

Marxism believes that the transition from capitalism to socialism is 

an inevitable part of the development of human society, where there are 

transformation of capitalist society, into a socialist society, wholly and 

exclusively from the economic law of motion of contemporary society. In 

the novel there is some evidence of transformation in some quotation, and 

it can be seen on below quotation.  



And how absurd it was to have a coachman when it had been years since 

they’d even had a horse, much less a coach. Not since their very first days 

in Paris, when their mother had been in love and the two sisters had 

reveled in their new adventure. But Jacobs had come with them from 

England, under Lady Caroline’s spell as most men were, and nothing, not 

even a total lack of wages, could induce him to leave. (Ruth/8) 

   

On the above quotation shows the revolution as a form of 

transformation capitalist into socialist. On the quotation tells that the 

coachman has a huge loyalty with his master (Caroline’s family), where in 

the past, the coachman works not only as a coachman but also a servant. In 

capitalism, the coachman or servant is the lowest status in society, but after 

the transformation the Caroline’s family no longer considers him as a 

servant, but he is also part of her family. So that is why, the coachman 

does not leave Caroline’s family because of their kindness. He stills loyal 

with this family.  

The next revolution also appears, in a certain situation Elinor tries 

to show her struggle when she tries to show that poor people is not a slave 

that can be threatened like a trash by rich people.  

“I left my childhood behind years ago, Mr. Reading.” At that moment they 

were interrupted by the procession of people carrying her mother into the 

house. She was struggling, swearing and spitting, her waif-thin body 

unnaturally strong, and one of the men carrying her cursed when she 

managed to land a blow. A moment later they disappeared into the 

bedroom, Nanny Maude following them and closing the door behind her. 

(Ruth/36) 

 

On the above quotation it can be seen that Ellinor’s mother is one 

of the strongest mother, where she tries to save her family even though she 

is in a bad condition. The struggle of Elinor’s mother rises because she 

knows that it is time of revolution, where there are no longer space 

between bourgeoisie and proletariat; they must live side by side with no 

violent, so, she tries to proof it. 

The next revolution also appears in a situation where Irene tries to 

change her family status on the past. She tries to take back her family 



legacy from Mr. Mitchum her family’s lawyer. It can be seen on below 

quotation. 

As far as days went, this one was looking as miserable as the day before. 

Once Rohan had left, Elinor had waited only long enough to make certain 

her mother and sister had no need of her, and then she set off to find the 

lawyer, Mr. Mitchum. Elinor had been a fool to walk out without seeking 

an appointment with her father’s heir, but the disappointment had been too 

deep. Without a generous inheritance they were doomed. 

She never would have thought she’d be so impulsive. In the last six years 

she’d considered herself calm, practical, thoughtful. Now in one rash 

moment of temper she might have put her sister and her small, motley 

family in danger, and her self-contempt knew no limits. (Ruth/58) 

 

In her struggle to get her family legacy back, she realize that she 

must faces the rich man named Mr. Mitchum, her lawyer and also the man 

who just take away her family happiness. She knows that fighting against 

rich people will be useless, but she knows that she can not just stand and 

watch her family living in a misery. As a revolution, she wants to proof 

that her self in the name of her family able to change the power of 

capitalism, where rich people always on top, while the poor always lay 

down under the rich man’s feet.  

 

b. Materialism 

In philosophical terminology, "materialism" or "naturalism" refers 

to a philosophic view which holds that matter in motion is the fundamental 

constituent of the universe. Marx was, in the philosophical sense a 

materialist in ontology, he was not even really interested in such questions, 

and hardly ever dealt with them. It is a theory of socioeconomic 

development where changes in material conditions are the primary 

influence on how human society and the economy is organized. Historical 

materialism looks for the causes of developments and changes in human 

society in the means by which humans collectively produce the necessities 

of life. Social classes and the relationship between them, plus the political 

structures and ways of thinking in society, are founded on and reflect 

contemporary economic activity.  



The materialism of Marxism appears in the novel related with the 

class social where the rich people and poor people can be seen from their 

look and also their daily activity. It can be seen on below quotation. 

“Who says we’re hard up for money?” she demanded. 

“Your clothes, child. You dress like a ragpicker. What’s your mother 

wearing—sackcloth and ashes?” 

“She’d hardly be allowed in here if she was.” 

“Oh, on the contrary. Sackcloth and ashes could be deemed quite 

appropriate. After all, this is a gathering of the Heavenly Host, you know.” 

(Ruth/18-19) 

 

The above quotation shows the difference between rich and poor, it 

can be seen from the sentence, “Who says we’re hard up for money?” she 

demanded. And “Your clothes, child. You dress like a ragpicker. What’s 

your mother wearing—sackcloth and ashes?. It can be seen that the rich 

and poor people in France and England can be seen from how the way they 

look. Rich people usually uses expensive clothes and accessories, while 

poor people they only uses minimalist clothes or rich people usually says 

the clothes from sackcloth and ashes. 

Below quotation also the materialism of Marxism where there is 

social class appears.  

“I am kept abreast of everything that goes on in émigré society, poppet. 

Lord Jasper Harriman died of an apoplexy several months ago, and the 

heir who has taken his place is now in Paris. He’s yet to make my 

acquaintance, though I assure you that time will come if he stays here long 

enough. I doubt there’s any rescue coming from that direction.” (Ruth/39). 

  

In the novel also calls the social class beside rich and poor that is 

the poppet. This is the immigrant or new commerce that has a special place 

for rich people and also poor people, it depends on their social 

background. On the above quotation, Rohan tries to tell everything related 

with his knowledge about people and society. He also tells about the 

poppet, the immigrant who lives in the middle of their society. 

Beside the difference of social status, the material of Marxism also 

tells about how the people in society must live economically. They must 



work and produce their needs, like in the novel, where Elinor tries to live 

with her work as a tailor.  

“So how much time have we got?” she asked, reaching for her knitting. 

She was a wretched knitter—her handwork was atrocious but she 

convinced herself she could do something useful, even if her socks and 

vests were full of dropped stitches. Nanny Maude had taught her, but as 

usual she was proving less than adept.. (Ruth/8)  

  

Living in the middle of misery, makes Elinor tries so hard to fulfill 

her family’s need, especially for her sister. For poor people, working is 

very important especially in producing something for their live. Here, 

Elinor learns to stitch, and the money from it, can be used to live her 

family’s need. Beside that, she also can use her capability to fix everything 

around her so she still can use is as good as new. But, for rich people, 

working hard is not one of their lives. They just stand behind their desk 

and give the order to others. 

The next material of Marxism also appears in a form of the way of 

people think. Every people have their own think and idea in their life to 

show their existence in social life, it can be seen on below quotation.  

The next ten days proved to be a challenge to Elinor’s newfound 

determination. It wasn’t simply the daily arrival of gifts from Viscount 

Rohan. With no other source to turn to, she had no choice but to accept his 

charity, and she did so with perfect grace, as long as she didn’t have to see 

him. In fact, her nightmare had done her good. It didn’t matter that she 

refused to be a whore like her mother, dependent on the largesse of 

wealthy men—she’d already accepted that role the day she climbed into 

Sir Christopher’s bed. (Ruth/81) 

  

The above situation is the condition where Rohan has his own idea 

and decision, where he thinks that women will give everything she has for 

man who can gives her everything. It is also happen to Elinor, where 

everyday, she accepts a lot of gifts from Rohan. Rohan tries to show his 

attention to Elinor. But Elinor knows that there is something behind all of 

Rohan’s gifts. Elinor knows how the way he thinks, so, she tries to keep 

her self calm and not touch with all of the gifts. It can be concluded that 

the way Rohan and Elinor thinks is not the same.  



c. Freedom 

Freedom is the right and capacity of people to determine their own 

actions, in a community which is able to provide for the full development 

of human potentiality. Freedom may be enjoyed by individuals but only in 

and through the community. In the Ruthless novel the freedom of Marxism 

appears where the major character Elinor with her brave tries to release her 

mother from the cruel man name Rohan. It can be seen below. 

“You aren’t going to shoot me, my dear,” he said calmly, making no effort 

to take the gun from her shaking hand. And it was shaking—she couldn’t 

disguise it. 

“I don’t wish to. But my mother’s safety is paramount…” 

“Your mother is a walking dead woman,” he said, his voice casual and 

cruel. “You know it as well as I. Why don’t you return home and I’ll find 

her and send her after you?” (Ruth/81). 

  

On the above quotation shows that Elinor wants to show to people 

especially Rohan about the freedom based on human rights. In the story, 

Caroline (Elinor’s mother) runs from her house for work. She knows that 

her family is poor, so there is no other way rather than work in prostitution 

to support her family’s life. Lady Caroline works in Rohan’s big house, 

because of the money, she can not escape from the house, so, Elinor tries 

to release her. Elinor breaks into Rohan’s house and ask Rohan to give her 

mother back. She shows that the freedom belongs to her and not all poor 

people can be threatened like a slave by rich people. 

The next freedom of Marxism also appears in a situation of 

Caroline’s family chaotic, where Caroline wants her daughter Elinor to 

give her virginity to stranger and she must marry him. 

“Don’t look at me like that. It’s not as if you’re likely to contract a decent 

marriage. We needn’t worry about your virginity, and if by any chance you 

do find someone who’s a stickler there are ways to get around it. In the 

meantime, we’ve been offered a great opportunity, a way to get out of debt 

and ahead a bit, and we should be grateful…” 

“We, Mama?” she’d echoed. “I won’t do it.” 

Her mother looked at her with deep dislike. “I should have known you’d 

be a selfish child. Then it will have to be Lydia.” (Ruth/78). 

  



The above quotation shows that Caroline (Elinor’s mother) does 

not realize about the freedom of choosing the couple. In her mind is only 

money and family prosperous. She only thinks about her happiness not her 

daughter, so she dares to sacrifice her daughter for her own happiness. But 

here, Irene tries to refuse it, she knows that love can not be pushed, and no 

one able to force her to love somebody they do not know. So, Irene tries to 

refuse it even though she knows that her mother really hate it. 

The above quotation, both is the personal freedom in a form of 

democracy in making decision. This freedom rises because of the 

government on that time just give the people the opportunity to have a 

voice in public, especially in government. The free aspect resided not only 

in the idea of free election in a government but more radically in the notion 

of the sacred dignity of the individual who possesses inalienable rights. 

People rich and poor, men and woman have their own rights to use their 

emancipation to change their life. 

2. Discussion  

In this novel, Anne Stuart was concerned the social and politic 

problems of America in the first of 21
th

 century by using the American 

daily activity who live in the middle of two different classes as a point 

reference. It is signed by the grouping classes into bourgeoisie and 

proletariat. Here proletariat that is placed in lower class which is not 

satisfied with injustice and violence due to the irresponsibility of the ruling 

elite. They want to make struggle against the bourgeoisie. In the novel the 

struggle appears from Elinor herself against Rohan and his chronicles. 

Anne Stuart expresses his criticism about the social problems by 

creating two major characters with different character and status to build 

the plot. It can be seen from the plot, that Elinor is the women from 

proletariat (poor) and Rohan from bourgeoisie (rich) has a strange 

relationship. Those kind of strange related with their habit, where Rohan 

always use his money to buy everything, and Elinor never cares about the 

money, all she needs is the love from her family. Elinor also tries to 



release her mother from the prostitution world in Rohan’s house, but in the 

middle of her struggle, she feels that she has a strange feeling with Rohan. 

Anne Stuart thinks that the American society, where the war 

between rich and poor still become the main conflict that never disappear 

until now. The aristocracy’s violence and cruelty caused the poor to 

become inhuman. And the people will create a struggle to have a same 

position in society. That kind of struggle can be in community or personal. 

In her novel she depicts that the lower class is an oppressed groups. 

It can be seen from the plot story. The oppressed will revolt the aristocrat 

violence and cruelty even it in community or personal, no oppression over 

again, and no corruption in politic. 

The resolution that is given by the author is that problems of 

human relationship can not be forced. People can not determine what kind 

of status is suitable for other people. They have their own right to choose. 

Rely on their own status can not make the world change into a better 

world, especially in relationship. While in community people also have 

their own voice to vote, government can not shut their activity up, because 

it will increase a large border and limitation between rich people and poor 

people. 

 

D. Conclusion  

After analyzing Ruthless novel, the researcher describes the 

following conclusion. First, based on the structure analysis, it can be 

concluded  that the author delivers a moral message that some people 

believe that happines lies in the material achievement. The setting of the 

novel in France 1768, because France is a place where the story happened. 

The plot of the story is a life of Elinor a brave and innocence girl that try 

to save her family, and she meet with Rohan the leader of the Heavenly 

House. The theme of the novel is that some people believe that happines 

lies in the material achievement. The style of this novel is interesting. 



Second, based on the marxism analysis, it is evident that in this 

novel, the author reflects the social realities of American society at the late 

twentieth century and the early twenty first century which people give 

concerns to the issue of  material oriented life.  
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