CHAPTER |

INTRODUCTION

A. Background

Understanding literary work is always interesting the researcher, since
observing the characteristics of human being whrehvary and attracts conflicts
to analyze are amazing things. There are so mang veado in order to have a
better understanding in reading a short story. Hbeeeresearcher takes Mary
Flannery O’Connor collections of short stories. fEhare two collections, which
will be analyzed, the first one is the collection“A Good Man is Hard to Find”
(1955), and the second is the collection in “EvVeing that Rises must Converge”

(1965).

This research unveils the meaning of prejudiegjsm and violence,
reflected in the collection of short stories of ‘@ood Man is Hard to Find”
(1955) written by Mary Flannery O’Connor where rthare ten stories in it,
namely; “A Good Man is Hard to find”, “The RivéiThe Life You Save May be
Your Own”, “A Stroke of Good Fortune”, “A Temple d¢iie Holy Ghost”, “The
Artificial Nigger”, “A Circle in the Fire”, “A Late Encounter with the Enemy”,
“Good Country People”, and “The Displaced Persanid the second collection
consists of eight stories under the title of cdltat “Everything that Rises Must
Converge” including “Greenleaf”’, A View of the Wasigl “The Enduring Chill”,
“The Comforts of Home” “The Lame Shall Enter FirstRevelation” and “Parker

Back”. They are Mary’s great works, where she pdwer typical writing within



this short story. The writer of the story wantsréveal the prejudice, racism,
violence in such a way that the readers will beptiemvolved with the style and
way of depicting the characters in line with théigieus teaching she always
inserted inside. (Richard Giannone, 2000).

The collection of short stories in “A Good Man kard to Find” and
“Everything that Rises Must Converge” reflects Margpecific style in writing,
where she includes the religious teaching as sheawveery faith person in her
religion as well as the violence as a mean toctttee reader’s attention. In her
point of view, violence makes the story becomeealiwnd fruitful. Almost in all
the stories, Mary presented the violence scenewaayato make the readers get
involved deeply within the whole stories. On thbesthand, the readers become
more understand about her style and typical iningit(Richard Giannone, 2000).

“A Good Man is Hard to Find” and the other nineodhstories were
written in 1955 and the second collection in “Evbnyg that Rises must
Converge” were published in 1965, ten years afterfirst collection. Most of her
short stories cover the grace as the theme, fanpbeain the short story “A Good
man is Hard to Find” The Grandmother and The Migfigither of whom is
particularly deserving, receive Grace. As she zealiwhat is happening, The
Grandmother begins to beg The Misfit to pray sd fesus will help him. Right
before The Misfit kills her, The Grandmother cdiisn one of her own children,
recognizing him as a fellow human capable of beiaged by God's Grace. Even
though he murders her, the Misfit is implied to éachieved some level of Grace

as well when he ends the story by saying, "It'sea pleasure in life." Earlier in



the story, he claimed the only pleasure in life wasanness. (Harold Bloom,
1999).

In "The Life You Save May Be Your Own," Tom SHit has a chance to
achieve Grace. He has been wandering and hasema$ti and has found in this
household a chance to work hard, watch a beautifaset every night, and live a
quiet life. This opportunity is hinted at when histf approaches the two women
sitting on the porch and turns his back to therfate the sunset: "He swung both
his whole and his short arm up slowly so that timelyjcated an expanse of sky and
his figure formed a crooked cross.” That crookesssrembodied in his figure
represents his chance at salvation. As he driwgartbMobile, having missed his
chance, he prays, "Oh Lord! Break forth and washstime from this earth!"

The Grace of God is the most important theme ine"River." Grace is
misinterpreted by Mr. Paradise and the young bogrryd Mr. Paradise has
unrealistic expectations of Bevel the preacheacithg him for not being able to
perform any real miracles. Harry, having been bhbugp without religion, fails to
understand Bevel's preaching and drowns himselthim River. However, he
achieves Grace in death, since he chooses to ftrigalvation rather than live in
the atheistic household with his parents. (Ricl@i@hnone, 2000).

In "A Temple of the Holy Ghost," the child, who & the surface bad-
tempered, suffers from a prideful character. Shesdwt ask to go to the fair with
the older children, and decides that even if theked her she would not
accompany them because she is too proud. But O&Z@ives the reader insight

into the workings of the child's mind, and it ivealed that she strives for Grace,



even considering a saintly death to be her callliigere is a tension in the child's
mind between her "ugly thoughts" and the knowledge.

In the short story “A Good Man is Hard to Find” theejudice is shown by
the character of Grandmother, where she alwayseegps her prejudice toward
everything she saw. For an instance, when she dailedNegro without clothes,
she has a feeling of prejudice that the little NMegrust be from a poor family and
the next scene she also express her feeling aigiogl. (Flannery O’Connor; An
Introduction; Univ. Press of Mississippi,1991).

Racism is an extremely important theme in "The Rispd Person,” and is
quite explicit in dialogue and in the charactemslgments of each other. When
Mrs. Mcintyre asks Mrs. Shortly where her husbanduring the Guises' arrival,
she answers, "He don't have time to rest himselfhénbushes like them niggers
over there." Later, while she discusses the Guees/al with Astor and Sulk,
O'Connor reveals that, "The illogic of Negro thimgialways irked Mrs. Shortly."
But Mrs. Shortly is also racist toward Europeams] & suspicious of the Guises
for this reason. In conversation with her husbasi® reveals, "I'd rather have
niggers than them Poles.” Mrs. Mcintyre decidesdto away with Mr. Giza
because he is trying to organize a marriage betweewhite cousin and Sulk, a
black farmhand, even though her financial succele negatively affected by
his departure. Her racism is clear toward the bl&rknhands as well: "The
niggers don't leave - they stay and steal. A niggeks anybody is rich he can
steal from." Even Mr. Giza, whose point of view aedominates the story, has

racist feelings toward the black farmhands: "Thgfdes made him nervous."



Racism is important in "The Artificial Nigger;" thigh neither Mr. Head
nor Nelson feels explicit hatred toward the bladogle they encounter; they
certainly view them as others and are nervous ardbhem. When Mr. Head
disrespects the black kitchen worker on the trélalson feels proud of him.
(Flannery O’Connor; an introduction; Univ. PresMississippi, 1991).

He realizes that he is dependent on his grandfashgrotect him from the
unknown, including black people. When Nelson agks black woman for
directions to the train, he is overwhelmed by hezspnce because she is so
different from anyone he has ever seen. Mr. He&al lamakes fun of him for
gawking at her.

A level of racism is apparent in Asbury’s interaas with Randall and
Morgan in "The Enduring Chill," although he doedpétieve himself to be racist.
The very idea that he would be writing a play ab@ute Negro” is, of course,
racist. Last year when he was writing the playhaé spent time with them on the
job, and they had bonded over breaking one of luther's rules by smoking in
the barn. He saw this moment as “one of those mtar@rcommunion when the
difference between black and white is absorbed mdthing.” However, he is
dissatisfied with their visit because they simpigist that he looks well, which is
obviously a lie, and end up bickering with eacheotlfHarold Bloom, 1999).

In "Everything That Rises Must Converge,” Julian'®ther is clearly
racist. She is afraid of the black people who bdhedbus, and of black people in
general. The fact that the black woman on the busdaring the same hideous

green hat as Julian’s mother links the two wometiad hopes it will teach his



mother a lesson that she and the black woman argondifferent, but instead she
finds it amusing, as if the woman is a “monkey that stolen her hat.” What
Julian finds most infuriating about her is that skenot hatefully and openly
racist, but rather racist in a pitying way, which more insulting to the black
woman who hits her. She thinks that black peopleevixetter off as slaves, and
that, “They should rise, yes, but on their own 2élehe fence.”

In the story "A Good Man is Hard to Find", FlannedyConnor uses
violence as a force of both good and evil to denrates how people's attitudes
and perspectives of life change when they are fagdud a situation of violent
danger. The story is about a family of six who, their way to Florida are
murdered by an escaped convict who calls himself Nhsfit. The characters
include the grandmother, her son Bailey, his wifd their children John Wesley,
June Star and the baby. (Harold Bloom, 1999)

In society, violence is generally looked upon ai$ leecause it is believed
that no good can result from violence. When lookahthe occurrence of violence
in "A Good Man is Hard to Find" the reader seesdheious negative aspect of
death which results from violence. The deaths #rata result of the violence
elicit feelings of pity and terror which demonsgrathe negative aspects of
violence within the story. The attitude change hie grandmother demonstrates
how violence is used as a positive force. The cbhangattitude does not occur
until the very end of the story and up until thairnp the grandmother is rather
hypocritical and selfish. Although the story wastign in 1955 the grandma still

seems a little old fashioned for the time. As wittany ladies her age, the



grandmother seems to cling to her past saying "Besne certainly not nice like
they used to be". (Harold Bloom, 1999)

The study investigates prejudice, racism, and wisdefor the following
reasons;firstly, the researcher observes that the author of thet stories
illustrated the major characters behaviors moséilect those features. For
example; in the short story “A Good Man is Hardrtnd”, the prejudice feeling is
clearly portrayed by the Grandmother as the mdparacternext, the racism is
fully shown in the short story "Everything That BssMust Converge” where
Julian’s mother is clearly racist. She thinks ttiegt black people should be better
as slave not more. It also covers the feeling efjyglice, like the character of
Grandmother (A Good Man is Hard to Find). The nixviolence where the
author of the story put it as the way to attraetibaders’ attention. This character
can be seen from the character The Misfit in tleeysA Good Man is Hard to
Find. He is undoubtedly killing the whole family &randmother, for he thinks
that he doesn’t belong to the family of the good.dre believes that it is difficult
to find a good one. He prefers to his owBecondly; the researcher is fully
interested in interpreting literary work. It is dleaging to interpret the
characteristics of human being in different sitoiatand condition. The collection
of Mary Flannery O’Connor attracts the researchattention since the prejudice;
racism and violence are the typical of her writing.

Besides that, the researcher also presented thmwiiog reasonsfor the
resear cher herself, to understand the work of her better besidesgiier deep

knowledge about the author of the story and famikéh her typical way of



writing. For the students, it is hoped to help them to have better understand
about Mary Flannery’s work and make them easy ttetstand the eighteen short
stories of her. Besides that, the students aretalyéck out the moral values of
the stories and make them interested in reading staries for the sake of their
own, for an instance to have entertainment andwaayato practice their reading
skills. For the teachers; this research is expected to help the teachatsratand
the eighteen short stories of Mary Flannery O’Corarad make use of them to be
one of the materials in their teaching and lear@ictyvities, especially in teaching
a narrative genre, and make them able to give ehgiogus teaching based on
those stories. Besides, it is also hoped to makete¢hchers make use all the
eighteen stories as the media to give a storytehnaterial for their teachingor
the Institution; it is hoped that the research will give benefitisthe institution,
namely Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, whgto enrich the amount of
library research on literary work; on the other dhatie research is also intended
to deepen the ability of writing skill of the stude of English language
department.

B. Problem Statements

The major problem statement of this study is toaiintthe meaning of
prejudice, racism, and violence in Mary O’Connoc@lection of Short story.
The main focus of the study is to analyze the foilg six questions:

1. How is the history of racism in the United States?

2. How is prejudice reflected in Mary O’Connor’s call®ns of Short

stories?



How is racism reflected in Mary O’Connor’s collests of short stories?
How is violence reflected in Mary O’Connor’s colliems of short stories?
What are the meaning of prejudice, racism, andewicd¢ in Mary
O’Connor’s collections of short stories?

Why do human’s right abuses exist in  Mary O’Carsmaollections of

short stories?

C. Objectivesof the Study

This research is intended to answer the meaningeytidice, racism, and

violence reflected in Mary O’Connor’s collection$ short stories. The details

objectives are as follows:

1.

2.

To explain how racism happened in the United States

To describe how prejudice is reflected in Mary O"@or’s collections of
short stories.

To describe how racism is reflected in Mary O’Consicollections of
short stories.

To explain how violence is reflected in Mary O’Camis collections of
short stories.

To explain the meaning of prejudice, racism, andlevice in Mary
O’Connor’s collections of short stories.

To describe why human’s right abuses exist in M&j3yConnor’s

collections of Short stories.
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D. Benefitsof the study

1. Theoretical Benefits

This study is expected to be able to make thel fodl literature
research becomes vary in analysis. The analysisolbéction of Mary
Flannery short story is hoped to enrich the fiefdilorary research on
literature especially on short stories analysis.
2. Practical Benefits

This research on the eighteen short stories ofyMdannery
O’Connor is hoped to give benefits to the readéitseo works, understand
the moral value illustrated within all the charastas well as give better
understanding on Mary’s typical way of writing. Tbhéher benefit is for
the teachers who want to find reference on litekaoyk, especially short
stories. This study is hoped to help them, become af the reference,

especially in teaching narrative genre.



