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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Language learning is not a set of easy steps that can be programmed is a quick do-

it-yourself kit. Any people achieve fluency in a foreign language within the confines of 

the classroom activities. Fauziati (2010: 2) that language learning as a term which 

covers the trajectory from early acquisition through later development and ultimate 

proficiency. Language learning is seen as a cognitive skill that is developed and honed 

through interaction with other users in specific learning environment. The statement 

above means that language learning is the trajectory from the early the students learn the 

language and after that the student shows the development and ultimate proficiency. 

The students have to use the language through the interaction with others. 

Brown (1998: 22) makes the observation that some textbooks themselves 

include exercises in style awareness and strategy development and suggests that 

teachers should give students an opportunity to determine the strategies they would be 

most comfortable with in promoting learner autonomy. Brown further states that “if 

teachers everywhere would do no more than simply follow the above suggestions, 

significant steps could be made toward encouraging students to make a strategic 

investment in their own language learning success”. that a student lacks motivation and 

the right attitude in learning a language, then the student would look at things  
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Talking of learning strategies in general is a possible reason for the effectiveness. 

The language learner is seen as an active participant in the learning process, using 

various mental strategies in order to sort out the system of the language to be learned 

which the student must actively process linguistic information, places great 

responsibility on the learner because learners become no longer passive receptacles for 

knowledge, but thinking participants who can influence their own learning and who 

must share responsibility for the development of language. It used by learners to express 

their thoughts when they lack knowledge of the target language rules have been referred 

as production strategies. However, due to strategies closely associated with language 

production such as the overgeneralization of a word meaning across contexts in order to 

understand language input, they replaced the term production strategy with 

communication strategy.  

Regarding linking the general concept of using strategies to enhance learning is 

not new. Learning strategy use and proficiency of the students, to use the strategy which 

vary according to proficiency themselves, in order that knowledge of the patterns 

reportedly used by more proficient students might be made available to less proficient 

students. It aware of any other studies which have looked, as this one did, at how 

reported strategy use changes over time and how such changes relate to proficiency. 

From a strategic point of view, individual learners are seen as capable of 

making deliberate efforts to use learning strategies interact in a complicated way 

with other individual factors such as intelligence, aptitude, attitudes, motivation 

and anxiety.Other possible learner variables which have the potential to affect the 
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choice of language learning strategies might include personality, learning style, 

beliefs and personal circumstances.  

Furthermore, Learning strategies are some actions or techniques which are taken 

by the learners to help them process and remember some new information concerning 

the target language. Learning strategies include strategies for identifying the material 

that need to be learned. Distinguishing from other material, grouping it for easer 

learning, and formally committing the material to memorize when it does not seem to be 

acquired naturally (Cohan, 1998: 5). The techniques can be naturally to make 

themselves understand that new information so that learning can be easier as well as 

more enjoyable. 

 Those strategies are used to develop each of the four language skill. One of them 

is speaking skill. Three groups of direct strategies are memory strategies, cognitive 

strategies, and compensation strategies. There are some indirect strategies which are 

dealing with speaking skill. Indirect strategies are indirectly supporting and managing 

language learning is useful in all language skills. 

Speaking in foreign language is a challenging task for language learners. 

There are some features that interact to make speaking a challenging task for 

foreign language learners. Firstly, fluent speech contains reduced forms, such as 

contractions, vowel reduction, and elision. Secondly, slang and idioms are often 

used in speech. Thirdly, learners also must acquire the stress, rhythm, and 

intonation of English. Finally, learners have to have interaction with at least one 

other speaker. Students in the class have many differences in their ability in 

speaking Skill.  
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There are some of the high proficiency students that have certain kinds of 

learning strategies in developing speaking skill; meanwhile other students have low 

proficiency in developing speaking skill. The differences between the students is often 

occurs because as we know that English is not our mother tongue. Even more the 

location of the students is far away from the big city, so it is difficult to find someone 

that is able to speak English outside the English class. To be successful in mastering 

speaking skill, someone must be have strategy. Cohan (1998: 18-19) state that there are 

many strategies that can be used by students to improve speaking for example; before 

speaking strategies including lowering anxiety ( e.g. relaxation techniques and positive 

self talk ). Preparing and planning (identifying the goal and purpose of task. Activating 

background knowledge. Predicting what is going to happend and planning possible 

responses). 

There are some factors that affecting the students’ speaking ability, the 

functions of spoken language are interactional and transactional. The primary 

intention of the former is to maintain social relationships, whereas that of the 

latter is to convey information and ideas. Here are some of the micro skills 

involved in speaking skills; Pronounce the distinctive sounds of a language clearly 

enough so that people can distinguish them. Use stress and rhythmic patterns, and 

intonation patterns of the language clearly enough so that people can understand 

what is said. Use the correct forms of words. Use vocabulary appropriately. Use 

the register or language variety that is appropriate to the situation and the 

relationship to the conversation partner. Make clear to the listener the main 

sentence constituents, such as subject, verb, object, by whatever means the 

language uses.  
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is a globalization era, so willingly the students have to understand and mastering 

the English especially in mastering the speaking ability to communicate and understand 

about what is going around them. 

Learning strategies are procedures undertaken by the learner in order to make 

their own language learning as affective as possible. O’Malley and Chamot (1990: 89-

90) state that: 

Focusing on selecting aspect of new information, analyzing, and monitoring 
information during the encoding process, evaluating the learning when it is 
completed, or assuring oneself that the learning will be successful as a way to 
allay anxiety. 
 

Thus, the strategies have to be learned in exactly the same way. The different 

way to improve Speaking skill is English contest. It means to show their speaking 

ability. But in a fact, now all of students have confidence to do it. They are anxious, 

nervous, clumsy tounge when they speak English. Likewise in the classrooms. They are 

shy to talk with their friends in English. They still use mix language, it is indonesian-

English. So, in able to speak English well it depands on the students and their strategy. 

In this research, the researcher conducts the research at SMPN 3 GEGER 

especially in 8th grade. The students in this school come from many social backgrounds. 

Some of the students think that English lesson is very important for their future, but 

some the other think that English is a difficult subject to learn. The teacher plays the 

important role in conducting the class. He has some learning strategies in order to make 

the class runs well. She also can recognize the students, which is high, middle and low 

proficiency in speaking Skill. The students also realize about their ability in speaking 

Skill, but it does not make them become lazy to study English. The low proficiency 

students have some strategies in learning English speaking in order to get a good mark. 
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Meanwhile, the high proficiency students have such kinds of strategies that are applied 

in the English lesson. So, in order to get a good mark the students have their own 

strategies in learning English speaking. 

Thus, this research is ensured for its position which focuses on the learning 

strategies used by high proficienced students in developing speaking ability, to tell 

between the previous studies and current study, the researcher discusses about learning 

strategies that is used by the students of junior school in developing English in the case 

study form. This research continues the previous research. 

In this research, the researcher describes the learning strategies used by the 

students in developing speaking skill. In the English class the students that consist of 30 

(thirty) students, 12 girls and 18 boys. There are three high proficiency students in the 

class. They are Aryo Wibisono, Ajeng Hartini and Mulyasri. The three students are 

classified into the high proficiency students by the English teacher. Before the students 

start the lesson, they prepare the strategy used in the speaking class.  
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B. The Research of Problem 

Based on background above, the writer is interested to observe and classify 

learning strategies used by high proficienced students in developing speaking skill at 

SMPN 3 GEGER. So the writer formulates the problem statement or focus learning 

strategies used by high proficienced students in developing speaking skill at SMPN 3 

GEGER 

 
C. Research Questions 

    Based on the research problem of the study above, the writer raises some 

subsidiary research questions as the followings:  

1. What learning strategies used to develop fluency? 

2. What learning strategies used to develop pronunciation? 

3. What learning strategies used to develop accuracy? 

4. What learning strategies used to develop vocabulary mastery? 

 
D. Objective of the Study 

Based on the statements of the problem above, the objective of this study as 

follow: 

1. To describe the learning strategies used by high proficienced students in 

developing fluency of speaking skill at SMPN 3 GEGER. 

2. To describe the learning strategies used by high proficienced students in 

developing pronunciation of speaking skill at SMPN 3 GEGER. 

3. To describe the learning strategies used by high proficienced students in 

developing accuracy of speaking skill at SMPN 3 GEGER. 
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4. To describe the learning strategies used by high proficienced students in 

developing vocabulary mastery of speaking skill at SMPN 3 GEGER. 

 
E. Benefit of the Study  

 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

In order to get the further information about the research, the researcher has 

some goals dealing the theoretical benefit of this research, they are as follow: 

a. The result of this research can be useful to increase the students speaking 

skill. 

b. The result of this research can be useful towards the teacher in using the 

appropriate learning strategies in teaching speaking. 

c. The result of this research can be used by another researcher who conducts 

the research about learning strategies in speaking class. 

 
2. Practical Benefit 

The researcher also want to give some practical benefits that can be done by 

others, they are: 

a. The result of this research helps the teacher developing the students’ skill 

in speaking Skill. 

b. The result of this research helps the students in developing their skill in 

speaking Skill. 

c. The result of this research helps the students improve their skill to 

communicate each other. 
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d. The result gives the information to the teacher about the learning strategies 

that is used by the students in developing speaking skill. 

 

F.   Research Paper Organization 

This research consists of five chapters; chapter I is an introduction which 

consists of six parts. They are: background of the study, limitation of the study, 

problem statement, objective of the study, benefit of the study, and the research paper 

organization. Chapter II is underlying theory which discusses about the previous 

study, the notion of speaking skill, and other theories that related to the research. 

Chapter III tells about the methodology of this research that consists of type of 

research, object of the study, subject of the study, research location, research 

procedure, and method of collecting data and technique for analyzing data. Chapter IV 

states about the process of learning strategies used by the students in developing 

speaking skill. Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


