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ABSTRACT 
 
 
 

The major problem of this study is about violation of women’s right reflected in 
Carmen bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom memoir. The objective of this study is to 
analyze the memoir based on the feminist perspective. This research paper 
belongs to qualitative research. The data of the research are divided into two, 
primary and secondary data. The primary data of the research is Inside the 
Kingdom memoir itself and the secondary data sources are books or any 
information related with violation in women’s right that support the feminist 
approach. The method to analyze this data is descriptive analysis. The researcher 
comes to the conclusion as follow. Based on the feminist analysis, it can be 
concluded that in this memoir, the author reflects the life Inside the Kingdom in 
which the rights of women are violated. She also criticizes the practices that are 
not friendly to women.  
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A. Introduction 

Inside the Kingdom is one of the international best seller memoirs 

written by Carmen Bin Ladin, which has been published in July, 2004. This 

memoir was published in large printing in the United States of America by 

Warner Books and Time Warner Book Group New York. It consists of more 

than 200 pages. The memoir told us about women’s life in Saudi Arabia that 

full of violence. Violation of women’s right is very interesting issue. The 

researchers chose this memoir because it is a real experience about the 

struggle of a women’s life in Saudi Arabia. This memoir tells about the 

position of women in Saudi Arabia. The violation in human’s right is one of 

the deconstruction of people morality, and for educational factor. The 

problem statement of this research is how violation in women’s right reflected 

at Carmen Bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom (2004) Memoir using feminist 

approach. The objective of the study is to analyze violation in women’s right 

reflected at Carmen Bin Laden’s Inside the Kingdom based on a feminist 

approach.  

The researcher has looked for the reviews in previous study. First, 

Nova’s research, this study is aimed to analyze women’s discrimination in 

Saudi Arabia in Carmen bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom viewed from A 

Feminist Approach. Second, Henri’s research, this study is aimed to analyze 

gender inequality in Saudi Arabia in Carmen bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom 

viewed from A Feminist Approach. Third, Destian’s research, this study is 

aimed to describe the revolt against the domination of patriarchic culture 

reflected in Inside the Kingdom based on its structural element and to reveal 

the dominant ideology reflected. Fourth, Diaz’s research, this study is aimed 

to know how is the writer manages herself to live in two different culture 

between western and eastern. Fifth, Agustina’s research, this study is aimed 

to reveal how is the effort to escape from the tradition in Saudi Arabia 

reflected in Carmen bin Laden’s Inside the Kingdom: My Life in Saudi 

Arabia.  Sixth, Novita’s research, this study is aimed to analyze the struggle 

for women’s struggle to get the equal position with men in Saudi Arabia by 
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Carmen bin Ladin in Inside the Kingdom (2004) by a Feminist Approach. 

Seventh, Esti’s research, this study is aimed at analyzing limitation of 

women’s right reflected in Carmen bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom (2004): A 

Feminist Approach. 

Etymologically, the word “literature” is derived from “littera” (letter), 

which is the smallest element of alphabetical writing. The word text is related 

to “textile” and can be translated as “fabric”, just a single threads form a 

fabric. So, words and sentences form a meaningful and coherent text (Klarer, 

1999: 1). According to Bell hooks (in Mandell, 1995: 4) “Feminism 

constitutes a social, economic, and political commitment to eradicating race, 

class and sexual domination and to reorganizing society so that individual 

self-development takes precedence over imperialism, economic expansion, 

and material desire. Feminists believe that women are treated as inferior 

(Andersen, 1991: 9). It is supported by Mandell in Feminist Issues which 

stated that “woman was oppressed by a special form of life called patriarchy 

through which man appropriates all superior social roles and keeps women in 

subordinated and exploited position” (Mandell, 1995: 14). Women’s most 

significant roles are still regarded as caretakers and house hold; they are 

always associated with domestic roles. “Domesticity places the house and the 

work associated with it as women’s most proper place and the function are to 

harmonize their family life” (Humm, 2002: 118).  

 

B. Research Method 

In analyzing Inside the Kingdom memoir by Carmen bin Ladin 

(2004), the researcher uses qualitative research to analyze the data. There are 

some definitions of qualitative research. According to Selinger and Elana 

(2001: 116), Qualitative research is heuristic and not deductive since few, if 

any, decisions regarding research questions or data are made before the 

research begin Qualitative research also concerns with description. 

Descriptive research as a type or category of research refers to investigation 

which utilized already existing data or non-experimental research with a 
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preconceived hypothesis (Selinger and Elana, 2001: 117). Qualitative 

research is seeks to understand and interpret more local meaning; recognizes 

data as gathered in a context; sometimes produces knowledge that contributes 

to more general understandings (Braun and Victoria, 2013: 4). Some novice 

qualitative research assumes that when they have written their literature 

review for their proposal, they have virtually written a chapter of the 

dissertation (Glesne, 1999: 21). The data of this study are words, phrases, and 

sentences in Inside the Kingdom (2004) memoir by Carmen bin Ladin. The 

data sources are memoir of Carmen bin Ladin and some book that related to 

the violation of women’s right. Type of the data is textual data and the data 

sources of the research are: The primary data sources are taken from Carmen 

bin Ladin’s Inside the Kingdom memoir. The secondary data sources are 

taken from books or some information related with violation in women’s right 

that supports the feminist approach. The researcher uses note taking as the 

method of collecting data in this research.  

 

C. Finding and Discussion 

1. Findings 

The main findings of the study are as follows: 

a. Women’s Position 

In Inside the Kingdom memoir we can see that the position of 

women is still under the men. It is shown by the Carmen’s life after 

she got married with Yeslam. Basically, Carmen is from west cultures, 

which is free to do everything she wants to do and to be what she 

wants to be. But after she got married with Yeslam and moved to 

Saudi Arabia, Carmen’s life is totally changed. She felt frustrated, 

because the culture in Saudi Arabia is very different from America.  

Women’s position showed in this memoir is Women as a 

complement to husband. Women in Saudi Arabia are seen as a 

complement for their husbands.  Because they cannot go anywhere 

they want to go without their husband’s permissions. They just kept in 
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their home. Women’s position is still under the men, the existence of 

son is more special than daughter in Saudi Arabia. Actually son or 

daughter is same, and there should not be any different. 

b. Women’s Role 

In this memoir, the writer found that women have less 

important roles in Saudi Arabia. There was only found the domestic 

role, like attending child, taking care of her daughter and giving them 

advice and becoming teacher for her daughter. The public role was not 

found in this memoir, because women’s in Saudi Arabia cannot go 

everywhere without permission from their husband. They were 

obeyed to go somewhere, but their husband must accompany them.  

Women’s role to attending child, taking care of her daughter 

and giving an advice and became teacher for her daughter can be seen 

at the sentence in Inside the Kingdom memoir “It was a kind of 

victory-I wanted her to know that Yeslam gave me full authority over 

the children, something few other Saudi wives could claim. But I 

knew deep down that I could do nothing to prevent the school from 

trying to teach my girls to blindly hate along with reading and writing. 

I had no choice. I must merely hand them over from 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 

p.m. every day. I just had to accept this; and it became one of a long 

list of things I began accepting against my will” (ITK, 2004: 141). 

And “Still, although I could not change their schoolwork, I was their 

mother-I could influence my children. I began a conscious effort to 

teach the girls how to reason-how to deduce things, how to think for 

themselves. I would pick them up from school at two, and over lunch 

we would often discuss the news, or religious tolerance-at a child’s 

level, naturally…” (ITK, 2004: 141). 
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c. Women’s Right 

In American society, people are free to choose the kind of 

occupation that they want to be. It is described when Carmen got her 

education in America; automatically she had the right to be whatever 

she wanted to be. So after get married with Yeslam, she decided to 

move to Saudi Arabia, because Yeslam country is Saudi Arabia. 

Carmen thought that Saudi Arabia is similar to Iran.  

However, the fact in Inside the Kingdom memoir was 

different. We can found violation of women’s right in Saudi Arabia. 

Like Women’s right for praying in mosque. Actually, women and men 

are free to pray in the mosque, because mosque is a place for praying 

which everyone can go there. But in Saudi Arabia, a woman was not 

free, they can’t go praying in the mosque.  

A woman’s right for travel. All people in the world are has 

right to go everywhere that they want to go, they have right to travel 

everywhere. But it was different to Saudi Arabia. Women’s are not 

permitted to go everywhere that they want to go without the 

permission from their husbands. A woman’s right for fashion. Fashion 

is the important thing that necessary for everyone, especially for 

women. Because with the good fashion women can be seen more 

beautiful, better looking and more interesting. But it was so different 

with Saudi Arabia. 

A woman’s right for speech. In every meeting, discussion or in 

an event, actually women and men are free to show their command or 

show their opinion. But it was different with Saudi Arabia. In Saudi 

Arabia, women’s opinion was not needed. A woman’s right for 

pregnancy. Become pregnant is a thing that every women want to, 

after they got married. But in Saudi Arabia, the husband has a right for 

ask their wife to cancel her pregnancy by getting an abortion.  

A woman’s right for education. Education is an important 

thing that everyone needed. By the education they can have some 
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knowledge and they can become success person. But not for women in 

Saudi Arabia, there, education was reputed as not important enough. 

So, Carmen wanted to make sure that her daughters would get a 

proper education in the future. She thinks that there is great possibility 

that her two daughters may not get education because they just a 

women. A woman’s right for divorce. Divorce is a final decision when 

the problem in family is cannot be solved. In Indonesia divorce is 

simple enough, for men or women. Indonesian women can divorce 

their husband if their husband is not has responsibility to her live. But 

it was so different with Saudi Arabia. In Saudi Arabia, women were 

very difficult to ask divorce to their husbands. 

d. Women’s Participation 

Based on Inside the Kingdom memoir, women participation 

was not needed, only men who can determine all of the things. 

Women generally have less participation than men do. From social 

participation, women in Saudi Arabian are not permitted to do 

anything. All women in Saudi Arabia must follow the rule of the 

Islamic tradition. All the participation of woman in all area is not 

permitted. Saudi Arabia was the most simplistic, strange and brutal 

conception of social relationship. Because of the patriarch rule, the 

women did not have space to do their daily activity (economic, social, 

or in politic). 

In Saudi Arabia, women’s participation is almost cannot be 

found, because women’s there just as a mother and a wife who cannot 

do anything that they want to do, cannot go anywhere that they want 

to go without permissions from their husband. It was very different 

with America that gave a freedom to women to do what they want to 

do and go everywhere that they want to go. 

 

 

 



 

8 
 

2. Discussion  

Based on Feminist analysis, we can see that Carmen is struggling 

to be equal with men. These equalities are equality in position, right, role 

and participation. We also know about the changing of Carmen’s 

personality as a major character in Inside the Kingdom memoir.  

Women’s role demonstrated in the novel is Carmen’s role as a 

woman in Saudi Arabia. Actually Carmen was American women, but she 

decided to move to Saudi Arabia because she followed her husband, 

Yeslam. She also hoped she could have a good life as she dreamed when 

she was child. But Carmen’s notion was totally wrong. After she arrived 

at Saudi Arabia she had to immediately find many strange things that she 

does not admired before. She ought to follow the patriarch role that very 

different with America. She ought to covered whole body by an Abaya, 

and she ought to do what her husband said. 

Actually all people in the world have right. They are free to do 

what they want to do and go where they want to go. Carmen’s right in 

this memoir is right to get freedom and happiness. Carmen had freedom 

to reach her dream to be a free woman in Saudi Arabia. Other women’s 

right that expressed in the memoir is the right to get a freedom to do 

anything that they want to do and go everywhere that they want to go. 

Women’s position in this novel is Carmen’s position as an 

independent woman. She founded some unequal genders when she lived 

in Saudi Arabia. Anything must follow the role of the Islam traditional 

role and the patriarch. Because Carmen is a woman, she could not do 

what she wants to do and go everywhere that she wants to go. She just 

can follow her husband said and follow the rule in Saudi Arabia. 

Carmen’s participation was expressed in social life as a Saudi 

Arabia woman. All the women in Saudi Arabia must follow the role of 

the Islamic tradition. All the participation of woman in all area was not 

permitted. Economically, women in Saudi Arabia were haram to do a 

business, and in the political women’s work was haram too. Because of 
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the patriarch role, the women did not have space to do their daily activity 

and their space is limited. 

In addition, Carmen as a major character of this memoir is an 

incredible woman. She was able to live in the country that has different 

culture and role with her own country. She thought that Saudi Arabia like 

the west culture. After she knows the role in Saudi Arabia, she tried to 

follow the role and she always tried to be a real woman in Saudi Arabia, 

although it was ever make Carmen depressed. But, all of her effort was 

not successful, because she was divorce with Yeslam before she became 

a real Saudi Arabia women’s.  

Carmen as an independent woman wanted to make an equal 

position, right, role and participation between women and men. She 

wanted to prove that woman was able to get them. So Carmen made 

some relationship with important persons in Bin Laden family who had 

an important role in Saudi life.  

 

D. Conclusion  

The conclusion of this study based on the feminist analysis, it can be 

concluded that in this memoir, the author reflects the life Inside the Kingdom 

in which the rights of women are violated. She also criticizes the practices 

that are not friendly to women. In Saudi Arabia there are founded some 

violation of women’s right, but they cannot do anything because the rule there 

is that every woman had to follow what their husband command. Besides, the 

women’s role, women’s position and women’s participation in Saudi Arabia 

are also very limited.  
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