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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

In modern era, humans communicate in many ways. In 

communication, humans should not always meet with other persons. 

Development of technology makes humans easier to communicate and to 

interact with others in different places quickly without having to meet. 

Facebook is a very popular social networking website. So facebook enables 

people to communicate and to interact with many people. 

Language is an instrument for human communication. According 

to Crystal (2000: 212), a language is the systematic, conventional use of 

sounds, signs or written symbols in a human society for communication and 

self-expression. As an instrument for human communication, language is 

used in many ways not only with sounds (by speaking) but also with signs 

(by picture) or with written symbols (by written). In order side, languages 

have self-expressions as actions via utterances.  

An action via utterances is called speech acts. Kreidler (1998: 26) 

states that an utterance is “an act of speech or writing; it is a specific event 

at a particular time and place and involving at least one person, the one who 

produces the utterance, but usually more than one person". Every utterance 

both spoken and written is speech acts of human. Speech act is an action of 

human while language is produced. Speech acts are usually given labels 
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more specific, such as complaint, invitation, apology, promise, request or 

compliment. One of the human communication ways in social networking 

website is by writing statuses on facebook. The statuses are human speech 

acts under writing. 

According to Yule (2006: 118), speech acts were defined as the 

action performed by a speaker with an utterance. While humans produce 

language to communicate, the speakers not only produce utterance but also 

show the action. The action performed via utterance consists of three acts; 

they are locutionary act, illocutionary act, and perlocutionary act. The 

locutionary act is the basic act of utterance as first dimension (the literal 

meaning of the utterance). Illocutionary act is the second dimension. It 

means that purpose of an utterance (the meaning intended by the speaker). 

The third dimension is perlocutionary act. Perlocutionary act is assumption 

of hearer and dependence of situation (the effect of the utterance on the 

hearer). 

Utterances are intended by the speaker for the listener to know the 

purpose of the speaker. The speaker produces the utterances to convey that 

purpose to the listener. There are certain functions in producing the 

utterances that are uttered by the speakers. Therefore, humans always do 

actions in producing of the utterance. Speech act is human action by 

language which having certain functions. According to Searle, there are five 

categories of speech acts. They are representatives, directives, commissives, 

expressives, and declarations.  
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The first type of speech acts is representatives. Representatives are 

the committing of the speaker to the truth of the expressed proposition, for 

example cat is an animal. The utterance asserts the fact that cat is one of the 

animal kinds. The researcher in a status on facebook finds the 

representatives type. 

DATA 04/FBS/REP/2F 

I remember your eyes were so bright 
When I first met you, so in love that night — happy. 

 
Context : the status is written on January 4th, 2014 by Cinthya 

Agustin Kurnia. She writes in wall of her account 
facebook. The writer is a student. This status is aimed to 
a man who she loves.  

 
The utterance above is representatives act which function to 

describe. She describes clearly that he has the bright eyes. The other 

function is showing the pleasure feeling. In the utterance, she shows 

pleasure feeling while she meets with him and falls in love at the moment. 

She is happy. 

The second type of speech acts is directives. Directives are 

attempts by the speaker to get the listener to do something, for example 

please see and listen to me. The utterance is intends to request the hearer to 

see and to listen the speakers. The researcher in a status on facebook finds 

the directives type. 

DATA 17/FBS/DIR/2F 

Don't complain about someone not treating you  
right. If you know you deserve better,  
why are you with them? 
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Context : the status is written on October 30th, 2013 by Cinthya 
Agustin Kurnia. She writes in wall of her account 
facebook. The writer is a student. This status is aimed to 
someone.  

 
This status above is declaratives act. The function is to prohibit. 

The writer prohibits to someone for not complain on treating is not good to 

him. The other function is to ask. She asks to that person why he is with 

them if he is not treated with good. 

The third type of speech acts is commissives. Commissives are the 

speaker stated something about the speaker action in the future, for example, 

I will go to school tomorrow. The utterance promises to commit a future 

action that the speaker will go to school tomorrow. The researcher in a 

status on facebook finds the commissives type. 

DATA 03/FBS/COM/2F 

I can have another you in a minute Matter fact,  
he'll be here in a minute. I will have another you by 
tomorrow. So don't you ever for a second get to  
thinkin' You're irreplaceable. 
 

Context : Cinthya Agustin Kurnia writes this status on January 4th, 
2014. The writer writes in wall of her account facebook. 
The writer is a student and this status is aimed to 
someone.  

  
The commissives utterance functions as promising. In this status, 

the writer promises that she will get another people in future time with easy. 

The other function is to prohibit. She prohibits the man for not think more 

one time that he is irreplaceable.  

The fourth type of speech acts is expressives. Expressives are 

utterance that showing the speaker feels. Example of expressive sentence is 
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I am sorry. The utterance intends showing the speaker feel that guilty feel. 

The researcher in a status on facebook finds the expressives type. 

DATA 40/FBS/EX/2F 

Today I feel sorrow, I want to cry in u'r hug and  
you erase my tears but I can't do it.  
I wish u were here 

 
Context : the status is written on October 26th, 2013 by Anna 

Sugiartha. She writes in wall of her account facebook. 
The writer is a student. This status is aimed to someone. 

 
The utterance above is expressives act which function to show 

sorrow feeling. She feels sorrow that day. The other function is to request. 

She requests to someone to come and to be beside her at the moment. 

The last type of speech acts is declarations. Declarations are 

statements that change the world, for example a priest: I no pronounce you 

as husband and wife. The priest utterance changes the aimed human life. 

The researcher in a status on facebook finds the declarations type. 

DATA 69/FBS/DEC/1F 

It must be forgotten... 
the end with you 

 
Context : the status is written on January 1st, 2014 by Mischa 

Iddha. She writes in wall of her account facebook. The 
writer is a student. This status is aimed to someone. 

   
The utterance is declarations act which function as declaring. The 

writer declares that she breaks her relationship with someone and all of 

about it must be forgotten. Her relationship is end.  

0n the previous studies, speech acts have been analyzed by using 

many ways and method. The previous researchers (e.g. Indarno, 2009, 
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Suryani, 2007, Kustantini, 2008, and Mudzakir, 2009) use methods such as 

socio-pragmatics, pragmatic approach, and speech act studies. 

Austin (1962) and Searlie (1969) confirm that convey sentences 

their function. The functions of sentence are like to ask questions, to make 

promises, to express feelings, to give and to ask for information, to buy an 

item in a shop, to agree something, and many other things. An utterance can 

have many functions concurrently. This research is conducted to analyze 

types and functions only focus on the speech acts. Because there are 

expressions in statuses on facebook, the researcher is interested in 

conducting a research paper entitled SPEECH ACT ANALYSIS ON 

FACEBOOK STATUSES USED BY STUDENTS OF 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OF SURAKARTA. 

 

B. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses on the students in Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta 2010 academic year and the researcher chooses 

class A of English Department, with limited analysis at speech act on 

facebook statuses of class A members at September 2013 until January 

2014. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The researcher formulates two problems statement for discussion 

on this research. They are: 
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1. What are the types of speech act on facebook statuses used by students 

of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta? 

2. What are the functions of each type of the speech act on facebook 

statuses used by students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta? 

 

D. Objective of the Study 

Based on problems statement in this research, the researcher takes 

the objectives of the study. They are: 

1. Identifying the types of speech act on facebook statuses used by 

students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

2. Describing the functions of each type of the speech acts on facebook 

statuses used by students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta. 

 

E. Benefit of the Study 

In this research, the researcher hopes that this research will give 

some benefits, they are: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The researcher hopes the result of this research can give contribution 

in linguistic especially on speech act analysis.  

2. Practical Benefit 

The researcher hopes the result of this research will help the readers 

more understand about speech act, types of speech act and the 

function of each type of speech acts. 
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F. Research Paper Organization 

This research paper organization, the researcher divides this paper 

into five chapters. Chapter I is introduction with consisting of background 

of the study, limitation of the study, problem statement, objective of the 

study, benefit of the study, and research paper organization. 

Chapter II is previous study and underlying theory dealing with 

previous study and underlying theory. In underlying theory which includes 

notion of pragmatics, principle of pragmatics, speech act theory, types of 

speech act, functions of utterance, felicity condition, and context of 

pragmatics. 

Chapter III is research method presenting the type of research, 

object of research, data and data source, method of collecting data, and 

technique of analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is research finding and discussion discussing research 

finding and discussion. The research finding is elaborated into the types of 

speech act and the functions of each type of the speech act on facebook 

statuses used by students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta which 

includes representatives, directives, commissives, expressives, and 

declarations. 

Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion. In addition, the last part 

will be bibliography, virtual references, and appendix. 


