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ABSTRACT 
This research paper is conducted to describe the spelling ability of the 

students in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. It aims at describing spelling ability 
on listening class at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. The purpose of this 
research is to describe  the spelling ability of the students, to know the difficulty 
faced by the students in spelling, and to know the factors influence the students’ 
spelling ability.  

The writer takes the students of second class as subject of the study. The 
primary data are mainly taken from test. The second data are obtained from interview 
with the students and the English teacher. In collecting the data, the writer uses 
descriptive method that consists of test and interview. Meanwhile, the data are 
analyzed by using descriptive research.  

The result of the research is the spelling ability on English listening class of 
the eight year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar is still  poor. The 
difficulties faced by the students in spelling in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar 
are: 1) they are unfamiliar with the new vocabulary, 2) Students’ ability in receiving 
listening materials is not good, 3) Students are mispronouncing the words spoken by 
the teacher. Factors that influence: 1) the students’ intelligence, 2) their lack of 
interest, 3) their physical deffects, 4) they have poor memory ability, 5) their writing 
and speaking skills. 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION  

Learning to spell, like learning to read, is not a natural language process, so 

children need instruction (Graham, Haris & Chorzempa, 2002:106). The fact that 

in recent years the formal teaching of spelling and the use of spelling practice 

became unpopular has almost certainly increased the number of students who are 

poor at spelling (Westwood, 1994:106). Graham (2000:106) and Richards 

(1999:106) indicate that poor spellers are not very adept at acquiring spelling 

skills merely through reading and other incidental means. They believe that 

children need to be taught effective word analysis and other strategies to help 

them become independent spellers. There is evidence that a brief but intensive 

intervention program with a focus on strategies for spelling and word analysis 

can have positive effects on the spelling performance and motivation of children 

the primary school years. 

Listening skill is the ability to make an effort to hear spoken English. 

Giving beginners lots of listening practice before asking them to speak is more 

beneficial than getting them to speak from the very first stage. Listening alone is 

not enough, the availability of listening material is very helpful for the students. 

In the earliest stage of learning, the students need to be given help in identifying 

where sentences, phrase, and words begin and end. In other words, they need 

help in recognizing some of the structures of the language. The teacher can help 

them to do this by isolating words from their sentence context and putting them 

back into phrase or sentences again. 

The difficulties in foreign language learning lie on the fact that the 

students tend to transfer their native language system to the target language 

system including the association between sounds and symbols. For example, 

hearing the sound [∂], may assimilate it to the nearest sound familiar to him, then 



 

 

 

 

he will interpret it as [ s] or [ t]  associated with the letter in his own language ‘s’ 

or ‘t’ instead of ‘th’. 

In the relation to the problem statements above, the research is intended to 

know the students spelling ability in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar and to 

describe the difficulty faced by the students in spelling in SMP Muhammadiyah 

2 Karanganyar. 

According to Harries (1989:33) listening in the frame of language 

teaching consists of two levels, auditory discrimination, and auditory 

comprehension. In teaching auditory discrimination, the learners are intended to 

be able to discriminate between phonetically similar but phonetically separate 

sounds in target language. Meanwhile, in teaching auditory comprehension the 

learners are intended to be able to decode sample of speech in the target 

language. 

As Rost (1994:141-142), points out listening is vital in language 

classroom because it provides input for the learners. Without understanding input 

at the right level, any learning simply cannot begin. There are a number of 

different ways to process incoming speech, which could serve as a basis for 

evaluating the degree of success of particular listening performance. 

Listening strategies are techniques or activities that contribute directly to 

the comprehension and recall of listening input. Listening strategies can be 

classified by how the listener processes the input. There are two listening 

strategies in teaching listening proposed by Richard (1990) in Nunan (2003:26). 

The strategies are bottom – up and top – down strategies: Bottom – up strategies 

are text-based; the listener relies on the language in the message, that is, the 

combination of sounds, words, and grammar that creates meaning. The bottom-

up strategies assume that listening is a process of decoding the sounds that one 

hears in a linear fashion, from the smallest meaningful units to complete texts. 

According to this view, phonemic units are decoded and linked together to form 



 

 

 

 

words, words are linked together to form complete, meaningful texts. In other 

words, the process is a linear one, in which meaning itself is derived as the last 

step in the process. Anderson and Lynch (1988) in Richard (2002:239) call this 

the ‘listener as tape recorder view’ of listening because it assumes that the 

listener takes in and stores message in much the some way as a tape recorder 

sequentially, one sound, one word, one phrase, and one utterance at a time.  

In bottom-up strategies, the bottom-up skills are needed. Bottom-up skills 

are skills which help in decoding. “Bottom-up refers to that part of the aural 

comprehension process in which the understanding of the “heard” language is 

worked out proceeding from sounds to words to grammatical relationship in 

lexical meaning”. (Morley, 2001:33). In bottom-up strategies there is a list of 

bottom-up skills. a). Discriminating between intonation contours in sentences, b). 

Discriminating between phonemes, c). Listening for words ending, d). Being 

aware of sentences fillers in informal speech, e). Recognizing syllable patterns, 

f). Picking out details and g). Differentiating between content and function words 

by stress pattern, h). Using features of stress, intonation, and prominence to help 

identify important information, i) recognizing words, discriminate between word 

boundaries. (http://www.rdg.ac.uk/app-ling/buptdown.htm).  

Top-down strategies are listener-based; the listener taps into background 

knowledge of the topic, the situation or context, the types of text, and the 

language. This background knowledge activates a set expectations that help the 

litener to interpret what is heard and anticipate what will come next. Top-down 

strategies include: a) listening for the main idea, b) predicting, c) drawing 

inferences, d) summarizing. 

Top-down processing refers to how the learners use their world 

knowledge to attribute meaning to language input. Top-down processing is vital 

as previous conversation and the context of people’s live comes into play. The 

processes of top-down are as follows: 1. Listener actively constructs or 



 

 

 

 

reconstructs the original meaning of the speaker using incoming sounds or clues. 

2. Meaning comes first. 3. Listener uses a variety of skills to make sense of what 

he or she hears as follows: a). context of situation, b). prior knowledge of the 

topic, c). the speakers and their relationship to the situation and each other, d). 

prior events. Top-down view suggested that the listener actively constructs (or, 

more, accurately, reconstruct) the original meaning of speaker using incoming 

sounds as clues. In the reconstruction process, the listener uses prior knowledge 

of the context and situation within which the listener takes to make sense of what 

he or she hears. Context and situation include such things as knowledge of the 

topic at hand,the speaker or speakers, and their relationship to the situation, as 

well as to each other and prior events.  

According to Kress (2002: 2 ), spelling is about an abstraction : an 

abstracted set of sounds related to sequence of letters. Vedora and Stromer (2007 

:489) observe that “spelling is a vital part of the educational process because 

learning to read, write, spell and express one’s thoughts accurately in writing is 

essential for a literate society”. 

Some people, however, regard that spelling correctly is not as important 

as content, but we know that content is unintelligible if the graphic symbols lack 

no meaning because words are misspelled. In foreign language, writing is a skill 

that one must learn. 

According to Mastropieri and Scruggs (2002:104), spelling is a more 

difficult activity than reading because it requires the production of a correct 

sequence of letters. Reading on the other hand requires recognition  of a set of 

symbols already displayed on the page. Recognition is usually an easier memory 

process than recall and production. For most problem spellers, recalling the 

correct sequence of letters is the major obstacle. The spelling of dyslexic 

students, for example, is often referred to as ‘bizzare’ in that the letters they write 



 

 

 

 

may not correspond in any way with the sounds within the word, or with the 

visual appearance of the word in print ( Richards, 1999:105). 

Spelling experts have different points of view about how teachers should 

achieve the goal of spelling instruction, although they have general agreement on 

this goal. Some say that the spelling instruction should be focused on the 

listening sounds, while others state that the focus of spelling instruction should 

be on the most commonly writing words ( Walter and Julie, 1980 : 242 ).  
 

Hornby ( 1988 : 829 ) states that spelling ability is a kind of activity or an 

ability that focused on the association between letters and sounds on the most 

commonly writing and speaking. In this research, the writer only focuses on 

writing test. 

Listening activities cannot be separated with our daily life. At school, 

students spend their time mostly on listening to their teacher. In foreign language 

learning, students’ first contact with the target language is through listening. Like 

learning to read, to pronounce words, listening is an important thing in spelling. 

Listening is a part of the steps in learning to spell. To spell words correctly, one 

should perceive sounds with any accuracy and should be able to discriminate 

them in order to determine what letters are appropiate to represent those sounds. 

Improper hearing or mishearing may cause misspelling. For instance, the sound 

[∂] that is heard as [t] leads the students to associate it with the letter ’t’ instead 

of ‘th’. 

Spelling is a development process and consists of stages that are 

compatible with students understanding of letter-sound relationship (Beers, 2003, 

Templeton, 2002: 120). These letter-sound relathionsips become more 

meaningful to students as their understanding increases. So the students who 

have listening difficulties, particularly in discriminating sounds, may also have 

difficulties in spelling, in this case, in associating sounds with their letters. 



 

 

 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

Research method is an important part in a research. It is used for researchers 

to apply an appropriate method. In this research, the writer discusses six things 

related to the research method. They are type of the research, place of the research, 

object of the study, data and source of data,  method of collecting data, and 

technique for analyzing data. 

In the research, the researcher uses a descriptive research. By using 

descriptive research, the researcher wants to describe the spelling ability on 

listening class of the eighth year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar  

In conducting it the researcher observes spelling ability on listening class in 

SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. 

The object of this study is the spelling ability on English listening class of 

the eighth grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar.  

The data of this research are the result of observation and the result of the 

test. The sources of the data are informant and document. 

In this research, the informants are the students of the eighth year at SMP 

Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. The other informant is the English teacher of the 

eighth year students at SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. 

The document of this research of this includes the English material or others 

which add and enrich the data in teaching listening in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar. The writer gathers a variety of written document such as syllabus 

and students’ worksheet. 

The writer uses the descriptive method in this research, so in conducting this 

research the writer does some ways to collect data, such as test and interview with 

the students and the teacher.  

One of the ways to know the spelling ability of the students is using test. 

Here, the writer uses a writing test. The test consists of 30 item. In this test the 

writer tries to know the spelling ability of the students in listening class. 



 

 

 

 

3. RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

a.  Research Finding 

In research finding, there are some dimensions found in the field that 

need to be presented. The dimensions are the students’ spelling ability and the 

problem faced by the students in spelling ability on English listening. 

The spelling ability of the students in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar can be seen from the test given by the writer. There are 30 items 

in the paper. The writer asks the students to write down the answers in the 

paper.  

The writer concludes that the students’ spelling ability based on their 

score, they are : 83, 73, 70, 66, 63, 60, 56, 53, 50, 46, 43, 33, 30. 

The example of result analysis is : 

Students with score 83. There are 2 students is who get 83 score, it means 

very good. 

Student 1 

False Correct False Correct 

View 
White 

Neightbore 

Few 
Wait 

Neighbor 

Now 
Knowlate 

Know 
Knowledge 

 

The student writes the word view, the correct spelling is Few. Then the 

second word the teacher say wait, but the student writes white. When the 

teacher decteded spelling neighbor, she writes neightbore. Then she writes 

now, actually the correct spelling is know. The last false word is knowlate, the 

correct spelling is knowledge.   

Student 2 

False Correct False Correct 



 

 

 

 

But 
View 

It 
 

Boot 
Few 
Eat 

 

Neighbour 
Work 

Neighbor 
Walk 

 

When the teacher decteded spelling boot, she writes but. The student writes 

the word view, the correct spelling is few. Then when the teacher say eat but the 

student writes it. Then he writes neighbour, actually the correct spelling is 

neighbor. When the teacher decteded spelling walk, he writes work. 

 

l. Students with score 30. There are only 1 student is who get 30 score, it means 

failed. 

Student 1 

False Correct False Correct 

Soap 
Sof 

Rouf 
Rut 
But 

Souer 
Yust 
Vew 
Pust 
a.t 

Waith 
 

Shop 
Soft 
Roof 
Root 
Boot 
Suer 
Use 
Few 
Push 
Eat 

Wait 
 

Bouth 
NaikBord 

Now 
Nowlace 

Work 
Cark 
Tool 
Raid 

Fourged 
Twogether 

Bought 
Neighbor 

Know 
Knowledge 

Walk 
Chalk 
Talk 
Write 
Forget 

Together 

 

The student writes the word soap, the correct spelling is shop. Then the 

second word the teacher say soft, but the student writes sof. When the teacher 

decteded spelling roof, she writes rouf. Then she writes rut, actually the 

correct spelling is root. Then, the word is but, the correct spelling is boot. 

When the teacher decteded spelling sure, she writes souer. The student writes 



 

 

 

 

the word yust, the correct spelling is use. Then when the teacher say few, but 

the student writes vew. Then the student writes pust, actually the correct 

spelling is push. When the teacher decteded spelling eat, she writes a.t. When 

the teacher decteted word with the spelling wait, the student writes waith. 

Then the student writes spelling bouth, but the correct spelling is bought. The 

student writes naikbord, the correct answer  is neighbor, and the student 

writes now, it should be know. The teacher say the word knowledge, the 

student writes spelling with now lace. The teacher decteted walk, the student 

writes work. The correct spelling is chalk, but the student writes the word is 

cark. Then when the teacher say the word is talk, the student writes spelling is 

tod. Then when the teacher say forget but the student writes fourged. Then the 

student writes twogether, actually the correct spelling is together.  

 

Table 1: Score of Spelling Ability 

No Subject Number Score No Subject Number Score 
1 5304 63 13 5310 56 
2 5327 50 14 5313 63 
3 5329 56 15 5295 30 
4 5305 66 16 5345 46 
5 5330 43 17 5296 66 
6 5331 60 18 5297 70 
7 5285 63 19 5299 73 
8 5286 50 20 5350 53 
9 5287 83 21 5324 73 
10 5336 46 22 5302 63 
11 5289 83 23 5326 73 
12 5291 70 24 5426 33 

 

  = = 59,66     

It match with the standard of competence 50 – 59. It means that the students’ 

spelling ability is poor. 



 

 

 

 

The scoring grade is made by teacher in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar. The scoring grades are : 

90 – 100 = Excelent 

 80 – 89 = Very good 

70 – 79 = Good 

60 – 69 = Fair 

50 – 59 = Poor 

 40 – 49 = Ugly 

 30 – 39 = Failed 

 0 – 29 = Failed 

The scoring grade agree with a judgment the teacher of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar 

From the explanation above, it can be seen that most of the students in 

SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar still have problems in spelling. The 

writer describes that the students are active in listening classroom, but some of 

them still confuse to understand the word. There are many students that have 

poor ability to spell the word. Many students cannot listen the word in English 

clearly. A few student can do it. The students can only be a good listener and 

as a good performers in listening class. 

The spelling ability of the students in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar can be seen from the test given by the writer. For the slower 

learners, they have a bad score in spelling test. So, to increase their ability in 

spelling, they have to give attention than the other students and repeat what 

the word says. For spelling, the learning outcomes are the students have 

abilities to write down the letters that represent the sound they heard. 

There are some problem faced by students in learning spelling. Here, 

the writer will explain the difficulties faced by the students in spelling in 

listening class in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. 



 

 

 

 

  Student is unfamiliar with the vocabulary, much of the 

vocabulary used in speech may already have known by the foreign listeners, 

but it does not mean that the learners are familiar with the new vocabulary. It 

often happens that the learners listening to spoken discourse in the foreign 

language fail to recognize words they have learnt because they are not yet 

familiar with the sounds when occur within the stream of speech. The students 

in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar always complain that they do not 

understand the new vocabulary. 

Students’ ability in receiving listening materials is not good, some of 

the students still have difficulties in receiving the material and some have not. 

The students still have problem in writing a letter that they heard. For the 

teacher, the slow learners get much attention rather than the general students. 

The teacher must know the capability of her students. Because it will be 

dangerous if she does not know the capability of her students. 

Students are mispronouncing  the words spoken by the teacher, one of 

the most obvious sources of difficulties for a learner of English is 

pronountiation of the word. The disability to spell the sounds accurately, in 

this case, to distinguish sounds, may cause misinterpretation toward what is 

said, or misspelling when one has to write them down. 

In SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar many learners know English 

well in its written form, but when it change in listening form experience give a 

little help to them. They fail to recognize the spoken form of words that they 

know well in print or written. It happens because the sounds of a letter are 

sometimes various. For example, a student known the words ‘put’ and ‘but’ in 

written form, when he hears those words, he may not understand them 

because the letter ‘u’ is sounded as /u/ in ‘put’ and /Λ/ in ‘but’. The students 

may recognize the word as ‘bath’. 



 

 

 

 

The learners in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar often find 

difficulties to understand each sentence in two groups, like in the example 

below, has the same number of stresses and takes about the same amount of 

time to say. 

The   man    smiled 

The   manager   smiled 

We   bought a   book 

We have  bought you another  book 

The rhythm causes ‘squashing’ the unstressed syllables. This 

‘squashing’ unstressed syllable, then, can cause a lot of trouble when they 

listen to them for two reason : they fail to listen them and the way in which 

speakers speed up on the syllables between stresses results in their 

pronunciation being less clear than if they were saying the same words in 

isolation. 

3. Discussion of the Finding 

English is one of the languages given in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar. The English lesson consists of listening, reading, writing, and 

speaking. This research focuses on spelling ability in listening class in SMP 

Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar. 

Based on the test, most of the students in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar still have problems in spelling English word. There are many 

students that have poor ability to write and speak the word. It can be seen from the 

score that they get from the spelling test. The most problems faced by the students 

in spelling in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar such as : 1) they are unfamiliar 

with the vocabulary that they learn in spelling, 2) the students’ ability in receiving 

listening materials is not good, 3) they are mispronouncing words or placing words 

in odd context by the speakers also the difficulties in writing and distinguishing 

words in English. 



 

 

 

 

From the previous study by Ekayanti (2009). The research findings include: 

1) students’ spelling ability improves after using tactile and kinesthetic resource in 

terms of rearranging the jumbled letters into correct word; writing words involving 

double consonant letters (buffalo, grass, rabbit, etc.); writing words without 

making transposition of letters (elephant, crocodile, goat, etc.); writing a correct 

spelling of the meant word not another word (now, goat, Tuesday, etc.); and 

writing words with complete letters (month, swallow, lizard, etc.); 2) students’ 

pronunciation awareness improves after using tactile and kinesthetic resource in 

terms of pronouncing words based on its sound not letters; reading sentence aloud 

using correct stress and intonation; pronouncing words/sentence faster and louder; 

responding and pronouncing the words/sentences loudly without being afraid of 

making mistakes; and repeating the teacher’s saying well; 3) the class situation 

improves when tactile and kinesthetic resource is applied in the English class in 

terms of students’ readiness in starting the lesson, they prepare the materials 

(books, pencil, ruler, etc.) before the teacher enter the class; asking permission to 

go to the toilet. During the lesson, the students especially boys don’t ask 

permission to the toilet; students’ activeness/participation during teaching and 

learning process (students respond question/command; students are brave to ask 

question); students’ attention during teaching and learning process (they aren’t 

noisy anymore, they aren’t sleepy when following the activity in the class); and 

students’ activeness in doing exercise/homework provided by the teacher. 

In this research, the writer  focused in descriptive study of spelling ability on 

english listening class, but the reseach by Ekayanti improve students’ spelling 

abilty. So, in the writer research just described students and know the problems 

faced with the scoring test. If the research by Ekayanti about how improve the 

spelling ability students. 

The first problem faced is the student unfimiliar with vocabulary, because 

they are  not yet familiar with the sounds when occur within the stream of speech. 



 

 

 

 

According to  Beers, (2003), Templeton, (2002: 120) Spelling is a development 

process and consists of stages that are compatible with students understanding of 

letter-sound relationship (). These letter-sound relathionsips become more 

meaningful to students as their understanding increases. So the students who have 

listening difficulties, particularly in discriminating sounds, may also have 

difficulties in spelling, in this case, in associating sounds with their letters. The 

second roblems is student’s ability in receiving listening is not good. As Gabarro 

(2011: 9) states the mental process of good spelling. 

And the last problem is students are mispronouncing the words spoken by 

the teacher. Spelling is a development process and consists of stages that are 

compatible with students understanding of letter-sound relationship (Beers, 2003, 

Templeton, 2002: 120). These letter-sound relathionsips become more meaningful 

to students as their understanding increases. So the students who have listening 

difficulties, particularly in discriminating sounds, may also have difficulties in 

spelling, in this case, in associating sounds with their letters. 

4. CONCLUSION  

Based on the result of the research, the writer concludes that spelling ability 

of the eighth year students of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar is the students 

of the second year of SMP Muhammadiyah 2 Karanganyar still have poor ability 

in spelling the English word.  

The difficulty faced by the students in spelling in SMP Muhammadiyah 2 

Karanganyar are: 1) they are unfamiliar with the new vocabulary, 2) the students’ 

capability in receiving materials, 3) there are mispronouncing words or placing 

words in odd context by the speakers also the difficulties to write and to 

distinguish a word in English 



 

 

 

 

Factor that influence : 1) the students’ intelligence, 2) their lack of interest, 

3) their physical deffects, 4) they have poor memory ability, 5) their writing and 

speaking skills. 
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