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Abstract  

This study is about hedonistic life in Ruthless novel. The problem of the 

study is how hedonistic life is reflected in Ruthless novel. The object of the study is 

“Ruthless” novel by Anne Stuart. It uses sociological approach. This study 

belongs to qualitative research. In this method, there are two types of data source, 

namely primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is the novel 

and the secondary data is other materials related to the study. The result of the 

study shows the following conclusion. Based on the analysis it shows that there is 

a close relation between the novel and the social reality of American society at the 

late twentieth century and the early of twenty first century. Anne Stuart wants to 

tell a hedonistic life in Ruthless novel.  
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A. Introduction  

The novel Ruthless is written by Anne Stuart, she is an American 

novelist. Novel Ruthless tells about love and hedonistic life for social life. 

The primary theme of this novel issome people emphasize only on the here 

and now.Rohan a major character in this novel just emphazise his life in this 

time, he just emphasize his life for do anything that make his happy, he 

always having bad thing, like gambling, drinking alcohol, and free sex with 

another woman. The value in Ruthless novel has become an interesting 

knowledge in literature. It is interesting to learn this novel. As far as the 

writer concerns, in Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta, none of the 

reseacher was concern to study in Ruthless novel. This research is a first 

research that study of Ruthless Novel. 

Literature is literature is focuses on the relationship with human 

identity and contemporary society. The focal element of the inquiry will be 

the consideration of literature functioning as a cynosural social conscience, 

and the extent to which it defines, affects and reflects collaborative social 

identity whilst remaining a non-cognisant „entity‟ in its own right. (Taylor, 

2013: 1) Then, Both Ferguson and Smith were suggesting that as society 

becomes increasingly commercial and industrial, man and his arts are 

unintentionally torn away from a living organic relation with society itself ( 

Swingewood and Laurenson, 1972: 29). The relation between literature and 

society is usually discussed by starting with the phrase, derived from De 

Bonald, that „literature is an expression of society‟. It is assumed that 

literature, at any given time, mirrors the current social situation „correctly‟, it 

is false; it is commonplace, trite, and vague if it means only that literature 

depicts some aspects of social reality (Wellek and Warren, 1962: 95).  

The issue of the novel is hedonistic life. According to John Waston 

(1895) hedonistic theory is:  

... assume pleasure to be the end of life. Even the pessimist, when he 

says that life is not worth living, bases his proof, according to Mr. 

Spencer, on the assumption that the end is "a surplus of agreeable 

feeling." He condemns life because it results in more pain than 
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pleasure. The optimist defends life in the belief that it brings more 

pleasure than pain. The implication common to their antagonistic 

views is, that conduct should conduce to preservation of the 

individual, of the family, and of the society, only supposing that life 

brings more happiness than misery. 
 

B. Research Method  

In the study, the writer applies qualitative research. The data sources 

are library and literary data. The purpose is to analyze using sociological 

approach.  

In collecting the data, the researcher takes some steps they are as 

follow: reaing the novel for several times, taking notes of important parts 

both primary an secondary data, arranging the ata info several groups based 

on its theoretical category, selecting particular parts considered important an 

relevant for analysis, rawing conclusion and formulate its pedagogical 

suggestion.  

In analyzing the data, the writer applies a qualitative approach. The 

step is taken by the writer in analyzing the data are as follows.: the first 

analyzing the ata based on its structural elements. Focus will be paid on the 

structural analysis of the novel, the second step is analyzing the data based on 

sociological approach. Focus will be paid on the hedonistic life in Ruthless 

novel in America society in the late twentieth century and the early of twenty 

first century 

 

C. Research Findings and Discussion  

After analyzing the novel the researcher gets some research finding. 

The research finding has some cases to be discussed.  

1. Findings  

After analyzing Ruthless novel, the researcher gets some findings. 

The findings are dealing with social aspect, economic aspect, political 

aspect, cultural aspect, religious aspect, and science and technology 

aspect. 
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a. Social aspect 

In this novel Anne Stuart shows the social aspects clearly. These 

aspects is containing of social structure. The social structure of 

American society is divided into three classes. They are upper class, 

middle class, and lower class. 

The social structure contributes the characters in Ruthless novel. 

The social structure of American society was divided into three 

classes (McKay et.al., 1983: 780). Then the middle class has some 

professional jobs as lawyer, doctor, teacher, civil servant, postman, 

fireman, social worker, police, and musician (McKay, 1983: 848). 

Lower class is the lowest class in American society. Working class 

requires no formal education. They do not have special skill for 

working. They are paid an hourly rate. According to Weir (2007: 985), 

the working class is also referenced by a smaller number of upper 

middle class and upper middle class Americans as an affront by which 

they artificially enhance their own status. In such usage, the working 

class was marked by having only their labor to sell in order to obtain 

sustenance and survival. In Ruthless novel, Rohan is identical with 

upper class. Rohan is very rich man. He is the leader of the Heavenly 

Host. In Heavenly House Rohan has many customers to gambling. 

Which didn‟t make sense. The notorious Francis Rohan was as 

rich as Croesus, and the ornateglory of the rest of the château 

attested to that. (Ruthless, 2010: 29) 

 

The Comtede Giverney, the Viscount Rohan, the leader of the 

Heavenly Host, did nothing that didn‟t includeself-

interest.(Ruthless, 2010: 22) 

The social structure also contributes to the setting of place in 

this novel. In this novel take a place in France. France is a place for a 

high class community. France is a modern city that have many people 

in there. The society in there habitualy in glamour life.  

Social status also contributes in the plot of the story. There are 

upper class, middle class and lower class in this novel. Most of them 



5 
 

are in the middle class. In this novel, Rohan family is a middle class. 

Etienne works as a doctor. Elinor family have lawyer to help her 

problems.  

Instead, a husky young man stepped into the house, ducking 

beneath the low lintel. He wasdressed immaculately, perhaps too 

much so, and he carried a medical bag in one hand. “Miss 

ElinorHarriman?” he said in the French of a native. “My name is 

Etienne de Giverney. I‟ve been sent by mycousin, the Comte de 

Giverney, to provide assistance.”(Ruthless, 2010: 81) 

 

The lawyer, Mr. Mitchum, had suggested she meet with the new 

heir, the stranger who‟d havecontrol over her inheritance, but 

she‟d left the office in a fit of temper.(Ruthless, 2010: 13) 

 

Ruthless novel also shows social structure that is lower class, 

Jacob and Nanny Maude identical with lower class. Jacob is a 

coachman and Nanny Maude is servant. They work for Elinor Family. 

“That‟s Nanny Maude,” she blurted out as he drew her into the 

tiny front room with its sullenexcuse for a fire. It was a ridiculous 

thing to say, but she didn‟t want Nanny relegated to the role 

ofservant when she was so much more.(Ruthless, 2010: 35) 

 

And how absurd it was to have a coachman when it had been 

years since they‟d even had a horse much less a coach.(Ruthless, 

2010: 8) 

The social relation contributes the characters. Social relation in 

Ruthless novel is defined about relation between mother and children, 

man and woman, sister and sister, cousin and cousin, the lawyer and 

the client, housekeeper and employer. It is shown withElinor and Lady 

Caroline as mother with her children. But as a mother Lady Caroline 

cannot give the same love for all of her children. The most children 

that she loves are Lydia. She does everything for her. Because of this 

condition it makes Elinor does not close with her mother. Her mother 

more love Lydia because Lady Caroline consider that Lydia more 

beautiful than Elinor. Then, the relations between Rohan and Elinor. 

In the first their relationship they are have a bad relationship because 

Rohan just cinsider Elinor, if Elinor just a one of whore for him, and 
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Elinor is really hate him because Rohan just make her became a 

whore, but in the middle and the end of the story Rohan start to 

interested with her, and Rohan give help to Elinor family, when they 

are have a problem. In the end of the story Rohan and Elinor falling in 

love because Elinor look the support and help for Rohan when Marcus 

want to kill her. Rohan save her. After that Elinor falling in love with 

him. Then relations between Elinor and Lydia, Elinor and Lydia have 

a good relationship. Elinor always keep her to make her sister happy. 

She always do anything for Lydia. Lydia also love her old sister, she 

always worried with Elinor. Then relationship between Rohan and 

Etienne, Etienne is a cousin of Rohan, Etienne is a doctor, Rohan send 

him to help Elinor‟s mother. Next relationship between Elinor family 

and Mr. Mitchum. Mr. Mitchum is a lawyer of Elinor family. He help 

Elinor family when Elinor family have a problem, their proble is a 

about wealth of the family. And the last is relationship between Rohan 

and his housekeeper (Mrs Clarke, Janet, Rolande, Georges). His 

housekeeper always follow his command. 

b. Economic aspect 

France has become industrial country. France economic is the 

largest national economy in the world. Ruthless novel reflects France 

economic condition in the eighteenth century. They are from upper 

middle class. It means that there is no problem with their economic 

condition. Most of them have a good education, and good at having 

great academic degrees. They also wear branded things. Most of them 

work as a lawyer and doctor. 

Economic aspects contribute to the plot. Ruthless novel also 

shows the status of them. They are in good economic condition. It can 

be seen from their education and environment background. Rohan 

becomes a rich man in the city.   

Which didn‟t make sense. The notorious Francis Rohan was as 

rich as Croesus, and the ornateglory of the rest of the château 

attested to that. (Ruthless, 2010: 29) 
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Etienne also works as a doctor in the novel. He has high 

education, and he has a good job as a doctor.  

 “I will endeavor to do my best,” he said in a stiff voice. “I‟m 

indebted to my cousin on many levels—he paid for my education 

and sees to it that I‟m well employed.” (Ruthless, 2010: 82) 

 

Then Mr.Mitchum also works as a lowyer. He is a lawyer of 

Elinor family. 

The lawyer, Mr. Mitchum, had suggested she meet with the new 

heir, the stranger who‟d havecontrol over her inheritance, but 

she‟d left the office in a fit of temper.(Ruthless, 2010: 13) 

 

c. Political aspect 

Political aspect contributes to the plot. Ruthless novel tells about 

the court. In this novel tell about Elinor family that have lawyer, the 

lawyer is Mr.Mitchun, Mr.Mitchun is a man that has problem in 

estates and finances. He spend out his life with immigrant population 

of Paris. He always have business with a rich boy in Paris, the rich 

boy always spend out their money of their parents, because it the rich 

boy always have a problem with the law. So, Mr.Mitchun always have 

a businees with them because Mr.Mitchun always confront their case.  

Mr. Mitchum was a troubled man. He dealt with estates and 

finances, not the cruder business of trials and criminals, and he‟d 

been fortunate enough to spend most of his busy life dealing with 

the émigré population of Paris. To be sure, young men of quality 

were a feckless lot, and it had been his duty to ensure that their 

spendthrift ways didn‟t land them in a French prison, but by and 

large it had been a good living. (Ruthless, 2010: 124) 

 

d. Cultural aspect 

France culture is rich and complex. There are many cultures in 

France. The cultural aspect contributes to the mental fact. France is a 

big and good country. Elinor‟s family lives in France. Most of family 

in France has the same typical house. It also can be seen from Elinor‟s 

family. A situation in the Rohan‟s house are warm, cozy rooms,with 

bright fires burning and comfortable, slightly worn furniture. 
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Elinor leaned back against the chair, finally alone, trying to regain 

her balance as the world whirledabout her. She‟d been in rooms 

like this, years ago when they‟d lived in England. Warm, cozy 

rooms,with bright fires burning and comfortable, slightly worn 

furniture. (Ruthless, 2010: 29) 

 

In the mental fact it also can be seen from the lifestyle of the 

characters. Rohan very likes wears classic coat. The coat made from 

satin material that has pearl in around of the coat. His stockings made 

from finest silk and his shoes dotted with diamond on the high heels. 

It is a clothes for rich man in the period. And the major character 

Elinor very likes wears classic dress.  

Fromthe top of his perfectly curled and powdered wig, down the 

front of his gray satin coat encrusted inblack pearls. His clocked 

stockings were made from the finest silk, and his evening shoes 

haddiamonds on the high heels to match those on his fingers and 

in his ear. (Ruthless, 2010: 126) 

 

The dress had been produced almostimmediately. It had been an 

insipid shade of pink, with nowhere for her chest to go in the 

fortunatelyhigh bodice. To this day she couldn‟t abide the color 

pink. (Ruthless, 2010: 126) 

 

The cultural aspects also contribute to the plot. In this novel tells 

that there are activity in Rohan‟s house, the Rohan‟s house is 

Heavenly House, it is like a castle or the classic building in France. 

The Heavenly house there are tradition like gambling, drinking 

alcohol, and free sex.  

Three days and nights of the most libertineindulgences—gaming 

and coupling with anyone agreeable, whore or lordling, male or 

female. There was opium and brandy and wine and even good 

Scots whiskey, and by thetime the party was done he expected 

every drop to be gone, every body to be well pleasured, everysoul 

drained of any illusion of morality. (Ruthless, 2010: 14) 

  

Other cultural aspects is social fact. Most of France society still 

keeping their tradition. In France there are 2 seasons, the first is winter 

and the second is spring. when in the winter season the society like 
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Lydia using sabots, pulled the thick woolen cloak around her 

shoulders.  

Lydia slipped on her sabots, pulled the thick woolen cloak around 

her shoulders and grabbed themarketing basket. It was a warmer 

day in this long, cold winter, and Lydia had been cooped up 

fortoo long. The sun was shining for the first time in whatseemed 

like weeks, and she almost thought that spring might be a 

possibility. (Ruthless, 2010: 83) 

 

e. Religious aspect 

Religious aspect contributes the characters in Ruthless novel. 

Elinor family is a Christian believer. Lydia is a sister of Elinor stiil 

believe with Christian religion, but in other hand Elinor lost her faith 

with Christian religion. Elinor go to the church just to accompanied 

Lydia.  

“I have faith,” Lydia said simply. “The answer will be provided 

when we need it.” On top ofeverything else Lydia was a devout 

Christian, whereas Elinor had lost her faith years ago, when 

she‟dmet Sir Christopher Spatts, and now she accompanied Lydia 

to church only as a matter of form.(Ruthless, 2010: 9) 

 

f. Science and Technology aspect 

This novel published in the early twenty first century, but setting 

of the novel in eigtheenth century. The technology and science in this 

novel stiil use classic technology. In this novel tell about the 

transportation still using horse-drawn carriage.  

Jacobs would be at the nearby café, where horses and carriages 

were stabled. (Ruthless, 2010: 12).  

 

Science and technology aspects contribute to the property used 

by the characters. In some of the parts in the story the characters use 

letter to communication.  

I just wish we‟d knownof his death sooner—we could have put 

this in motion months ago. I expect the death notice wouldhave 

gone to our former residence, and since we left in the middle of 

the night with our bills unpaidthey would have been unlikely to 

pass along any correspondence that might have showed up. 

(Ruthless, 2010: 9).  
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In the science and technology aspects the characters also use 

ship when they are going to some place. It concludes that in the late of 

eighteenth century and the early the nineteenth century science and 

technology are not good in that era.   

She was going to escape, she reminded herself. She would have 

enough money to get away fromhim, enough to book passage 

back to England if that‟s what she wanted. He could never return 

tothose shores—she would be well and truly safe. (Ruthless, 

2010: 140) 

 

The physical fact in the science and technology aspect the 

characters also use the property for medical. The doctors use the 

property to take care of their patient. 

“No such thing, my boy. I‟m too old to change.” He turned to 

look at his sullen cousin. “Etienne,do you have more of that 

lovely laudanum? I think I‟ll need medicinal assistance for the 

ride back toMaison de Giverney.” (Ruthless, 2010: 57)  

 

2. Discussion  

The author criticizes some aspects in the story such as social aspects, 

economic aspects, political aspects, cultural aspect, religious aspect, 

science and technology aspect. In the social aspects contain social 

structure. Ruthless novel is written by Anne Stuart that published in 2010, 

but the setting of the novel in 1768. This novel also contains about 

hedonism. It can be seen in the life of the major character, the major 

character is Elinor and Rohan. In this novel tells that Rohan as a man that 

has Heavenly House. It is place for gambling, drinking alcohol, and free 

sex. In this novel that Rohan like a king of hell.  

In social aspect this novel tell about relation between mother and 

children, man and woman, sister and sister, cousin and cousin, the lawyer 

and the client, housekeeper and employer. It is shown with Elinor and 

Lady Caroline as mother with her children. But as a mother Lady Caroline 

cannot give the same love for all of her children. The most children that 

she loves are Lydia. She does everything for her. Because of this condition 
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it makes Elinor does not close with her mother. Her mother more love 

Lydia because Lady Caroline consider that Lydia more beautiful than 

Elinor. Then, the relations between Rohan and Elinor. In the first their 

relationship they are have a bad relationship because Rohan just cinsider 

Elinor, if Elinor just a one of whore for him, and Elinor is really hate him 

because Rohan just make her became a whore, but in the middle and the 

end of the story Rohan start to interested with her, and Rohan give help to 

Elinor family, when they are have a problem. In the end of the story Rohan 

and Elinor falling in love because Elinor look the support and help for 

Rohan when Marcus want to kill her. Rohan save her. After that Elinor 

falling in love with him. Then relations between Elinor and Lydia, Elinor 

and Lydia have a good relationship. Elinor always keep her to make her 

sister happy. She always do anything for Lydia. Lydia also love her old 

sister, she always worried with Elinor. Then relationship between Rohan 

and Etienne, Etienne is a cousin of Rohan, Etienne is a doctor, Rohan send 

him to help Elinor‟s mother. Next relationship between Elinor family and 

Mr. Mitchum. Mr. Mitchum is a lawyer of Elinor family. He help Elinor 

family when Elinor family have a problem, their proble is a about wealth 

of the family. And the last is relationship between Rohan and his 

housekeeper (Mrs Clarke, Janet, Rolande, Georges). His housekeeper 

always follow his command. 

In economic aspect this novel tells about France economic condition 

in the eighteenth century. They are from upper middle class. It means that 

there is no problem with their economic condition. Most of them have a 

good education, and good at having great academic degrees. They also 

wear branded things. Most of them work as a lawyer and doctor. 

In political aspect tells about the court. In this novel tell about Elinor 

family that have lawyer, the lawyer is Mr.Mitchun, Mr.Mitchun is a man 

that has problem in estates and finances. He spend out his life with 

immigrant population of Paris. He always have business with a rich boy in 

Paris, the rich boy always spend out their money of their parents, because 
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it the rich boy always have a problem with the law. So, Mr.Mitchun 

always have a businees with them because Mr.Mitchun always confront 

their case.  

In cultural aspects tells about France culture is rich and complex. 

There are many cultures in France. The cultural aspect contributes to the 

mental fact. France is a big and good country. Elinor‟s family lives in 

France. Most of family in France has the same typical house. It also can be 

seen from Elinor‟s family. A situation in the Rohan‟s house are warm, 

cozy rooms, with bright fires burning and comfortable, slightly worn 

furniture. The cultural aspects also contribute to the plot. In this novel tells 

that there are activity in Rohan‟s house, the Rohan‟s house is Heavenly 

House, it is like a castle or the classic building in France. The Heavenly 

house there are tradition like gambling, drinking alcohol, and free sex.  

In religious aspect contributes the characters in Ruthless novel. Elinor 

family is a Christian believer. Lydia is a sister of Elinor stiil believe with 

Christian religion, but in other hand Elinor lost her faith with Christian 

religion. Elinor go to the church just to accompanied Lydia.  

In science and technology aspect tells about setting of the novel in 

eigtheenth century. The technology and science in this novel stiil use 

classic technology. In this novel tell about the transportation still using 

horse-drawn carriage.  

Based on all aspects that are reflected in Ruthless, there is relation 

between this novel and the American life in the late of twentieth century 

and the early twenty first century. It can be seen from the unity of several 

aspects such as social, economic, political, cultural, religious, and science 

and technology aspect.  
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D. Conclusion  

 

After analyzing Ruthless novel, the researcher describes the 

following conclusion. First, based on the structural analysis, it can be 

concluded  that the author delivers a moral message that some people 

emphasize on the here and now. In order to deliver the message, the author 

creates the character of man that just emphazises his life at this time; he 

just emphasizes his life for doing anything that makes him happy. He 

always does bad things, like gambling, drinking alcohol, and free sex with 

different women. 

Second, based on the sociological analysis, it is evident that in this 

novel, the author reflects the social realities of American society at the late 

twentieth century and the early twenty first century in which people give 

concerns in the issue of hedonistic life.  
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