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A MORPHOLOGY ANALYSIS ON DERIVATIONAL AFFIXES 

PROCESS IN 9 SUMMERS 10 AUTUMNS, FROM THE CITY OF APPLES 

TO THE BIG APPLE NOVEL BY IWAN SETYAWAN 

 

FEBBI KUSUMA NUGROHO, A 320100065 

Dr. Dwi Haryanti, M. Hum. 

 

 

ABSTRACT 

 

This research aims at classifying the types of derivational affixes in English 
word that are found in “9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the Big 
Apple” novel by Iwan Setyawan and describing the form and meaning of 
derivational affixes in “9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the Big 
Apple” novel by Iwan Setyawan. This research is a descriptive qualitative 
research. The data are in the form of English words which contain derivational 
affixes from English novel in“9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to 
the Big Apple” by Iwan Setyawan. The data are analyzed by reads the English 
novel in“9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the Big Apple” by 
Iwan Setyawan, gives an underline to the English words which contain English 
derivational affixes, and identifies the derivational affixes process that occurs on 
English words. The results of the study show that firstly, from the whole data 287 
there are 15 data belong to the derivational prefix, that consist the change of noun 
into noun, verb into verb, adjective into adjective, verb into noun (suffix), verb 
into adjective (suffix), noun into noun (suffix), noun into adjective (suffix), noun 
into verb (suffix), adjective into noun (suffix), adjective into verb (suffix), 
adjective into adjective (suffix), adjective into adverb (suffix), adverb into adverb 
(suffix), derivational prefix + derivational suffix, that consist the change of noun 
into adjective, verb into adjective, verb into noun, adjective into adverb. Secondly, 
the most data collected are the affixes from adjective into adverb (-ly), the second 
is affixes from verb into noun, the third is affixes from noun into, the fourth is 
affixes from adjective into noun, the fifth is affixes from noun into noun, the sixth 
is affixes from verb to adjective, the seventh is affixes from verb into verb, the 
eighth is affixes from adjective into adjective, the ninth is affixes from adverb into 
adverb, the tenth is affixes from adjective into verb and the last is affixes from 
noun into verb. Thirdly, there are some lexical categories in derivational process 
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of affixes. The researcher finds four lexical categories in the derivational process 
of affixes, they are verb, noun, adjective, and adverb. 

Key Words: Derivational affixes (prefix and suffix), and lexical categories. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 
 

English language is an international language, almost every country 

in the world uses it. English language also has morphology like Indonesian 

language but it is different. It combines affixes both prefix and suffix. From 

this appear the new words that give differences meaning of the first words. 

That can change the class of word from adjective to verb, adjective to 

adverbial, noun to verb etc. For example: 

1. Insistence (noun)  insist (verb) + -ence (derivational affix) 

2. Stylish (adj)      style (noun) + -ish (derivational affix) 

3. Building (noun)        build (verb) + -ing (derivational affix) 

4. Darkness (noun)        dark (adj) + -ness (derivational affix) 

5. Sadness (noun)         sad (adj) + -ness (derivational affix) 

Insistence is kind of derivational affixes, because changing the word-

class from verb into noun. Stylish is kind of derivational affixes, because 

changing the word-class from noun into adjective. Building is kind of 

derivational affixes, because changing the word-class from verb into noun. 

Darkness and sadness are kinds of derivational affixes, because changing the 

word-class from adjective into noun. So we can know the function and 

different kinds of affixes that be there on written language. 

The objectives of the study are: to classify the types of derivational 

affixes in English word that are found in “9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the 

City of Apples to the Big Apple” novel by Iwan Setyawan and to describe the 

form and meaning of derivational affixes in “9 Summers 10 Autumns, from 

the City of Apples to the Big Apple” novel by Iwan Setyawan. 

Morphology is the study of word structure (Katamba, 1993: 19). 

Morphology has many branches such as morpheme, affix, etc. Word is the 
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smallest unit of languages that can be used by itself (Bolingers and Sears) in 

Baker (1992: 11). Morph is the unit of grammatical form which realizes a 

morpheme. Lehmann (1972: 127) in Srijono (2001: 49) states that 

“morpheme is a minimal element of form with specific meaning. A 

morpheme which is studied in morphology has some meaning. Katamba 

(1993: 19) states that “morphemes is the smallest units of meaning” and 

morphemes are classified into bound morphemes, free morphemes, and zero 

morphemes. Bound morphemes are those forms that cannot normally stand 

alone and are typically attached to another form. Free morpheme is 

morphemes that can stand by themselves as single words.  

According to Srijono (2001: 53) there are many morphological 

process morphological processes: addition or affixation, reduplication, 

replacement, cliticization, stress and tone replacement, suppletion, and 

compounding. 

According to Katamba (1993: 44), affix is a morpheme only occurs 

when attached to some other morphemes such as a root or stem or base. 

Affixes have three types. There are prefixes, suffixes, and infixes. Based on 

Katamba (1993: 44), a prefixes is an affix attached before a root or stem or 

base like, a suffix is an affix attached after a root (or stem or base), and 

infixes is an affix inserted into the root itself. The last of morpheme is bases. 

According to Plag (2002: 98-101), derivational affixes are used to create new 

lexemes, lexemes are items of the vocabulary which are listed in the 

dictionary, by modifying significantly the base meaning of the base to which 

they are attached, without necessarily changing its grammatical category, they 

bring about a shift in the  grammatical class of a base as well as a possible 

change in meaning, and they cause a shift in the grammatical sub-class of a 

word without moving into a new word class. the derivational prefixes do not 

change them into word classes.  

The derivational prefixes also usually apply to word classes but the 

derivational prefixes do not change them into word classes. The derivational 
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prefixes just change meaning of word groups. The kind of derivational prefix 

are uni-, bi-, di-, multi-, etc. 

According Plag (2002: 109) there are four kinds of suffixes: nominal 

suffixes, verbal suffixes, adjectival affixes, and adverbial affixes. Nominal 

Suffixes are suffixes which are used to derive abstract noun form verbs, 

adjectives, and nouns. The kind of nominal suffixes are –age, -al, -ance, -ant, 

-ce/-cy, -dom, -ee, -eer, -er, -or, -(e)ry, -ess, -ful, -hood, -(i)an, -ing, -ion, -

ism, -ist, -ity, -ment, -ness, -ship. Verbal sentences such as –ate, -en, -ify, -

ize. Adjective sentences are –able/-ible, -al, -ary, -ed, -esque, -ful, -ic/-ical, -

ing, -ish, -ive, -less, -eous, -ous. Adverbial sentences are –ly, and –wise. 

 

Kind of derivational suffixes (in Katamba, 1997: 65-68) are verb into  

noun (-ation, -ant, -er, -ing, -ist, -ion, -ment, -ery, -ee), verb into adjective (-

ing, -Ise-/ize, -ive, -able), noun into verb (-ate, -Ise/-ize), noun into adjective 

(-al, -ate, -ish, -less, -ful, -(i)an, -some), adjective into verb (-ate, -ise), 

adjective into noun (-ness, -ity, -ship, -ery), adjective into noun (-ly), noun 

into noun (-aire, -acy, -er, -ery, -let, -ling, -er, -hood, -ship, -ism, -ist), 

adjective into adjective (-ish), and verb into verb (-er).There gets seven of 

words formations are conversion, clipping, blends, backformation, acronyms, 

onomatopoeia, and coinage.  

According to Yule (2006: 88), the part of speech can be presented into 

noun, verb, adverb, adjectives, pronoun, preposition, and conjunction. 

 

2. RESEARCH METHOD 

The type of this research is descriptive qualitative research, because 

the data of this research is in the form of words that is not statistically 

analyzed. The data of this research are the words which contain derivational 

affixes that are collected from English novel in, “9 Summers 10 Autumns, 

from the City of Apples to the Big Apple” by Iwan Setyawan. The object of 

this research will be studied derivational affixes from English novel in,“9 

Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the Big Apple” by Iwan 
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Setyawan. The data of this research are in the form of English words which 

contain derivational affixes from English novel in“9 Summers 10 Autumns, 

from the City of Apples to the Big Apple” by Iwan Setyawan. The data of this 

study will be collected by using the following steps. The steps are as finding 

the English novel in“9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the 

Big Apple” by Iwan Setyawan, reading the novel, noting the words which 

contain derivational in “9 Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to 

the Big Apple” novel by Iwan Setyawan. In the study the writer performs 

some steps in analyzing data, such as the writer reads the English novel in“9 

Summers 10 Autumns, from the City of Apples to the Big Apple” by Iwan 

Setyawan, gives an underline to the English words which contain English 

derivational affixes, and the writer identifies the derivational affixes process 

that occurs on English words. 

3. RESULT AND DISCUSSION 
Based on the analyzed data, the researcher finds 3 variations of 

derivational affixes. They are: derivational prefix, derivational suffix, and 

derivational prefix + suffix. 

a. Derivational Prefix  

      Noun 

 

 

Dis   comfort (noun) 

Discomfort is constructed by two morphemes, they are dis- 

(bound morpheme), and comfort (base morpheme). Morpheme comfort is 

noun category, and dis- is prefix. Discomfort (noun): dis- + comfort 

(noun) are derivational affixes when they are combined, but do not 

change the word class because discomfort and comfort are still in the 

form of noun category. Comfort states of ‘being relaxed and free from 

pain or worry’, while discomfort means ‘lack of comfort’ or ‘not 

comfort’. 
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b. Derivational Suffix  

1) Verb into noun 

a) –al 

Noun 

  

  

Survive (verb) -al 

Survival is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

survive (base morpheme), and -al (bound morpheme). Morpheme 

survive is verb category, and -al is suffix. Survival (adjective): 

survive (verb) + -al are derivational affixes when they are 

combined, because survival has changed the meaning and the 

grammatical category. The verb (survive: ‘continue to live or 

exist’) is changed into noun (survival: ‘state of continuing to live 

or exist, despite danger’). 

b) –ation 

       Noun 

   

 

           Inform (verb)     -ation 

Information is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

inform- (base morpheme), and -ation (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme inform is verb category, and -ation is suffix. 

Information (noun): inform (verb) + -ation are derivational affixes 

when they are combined, because information has changed the 

meaning and the grammatical category. The verb (inform: ‘tell 

somebody about something, especially in an official way’), is 
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changed into noun (information: ‘facts or details about 

somebody/something’).  

c) –ion 

Noun 

   

 

  Protect (verb) -ion 

Protection is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

protect (base morpheme), and -ion (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme protect is verb category, and -ion is suffix. 

Protection (noun): protect (verb) + -ion are derivational affixes 

when they are combined, because protection has changed the 

meaning and  the grammatical category. The verb (protect: 

‘keep somebody/something safe from harm, injury, etc’) is 

changed into noun (protection: ‘act of protecting 

somebody/something, state of being protected’). 

The other suffix that belong to this classification are –ant, -

er, -or, -ing, -ee, -ence/-ance/-ency, and  -ment. 

2) Verb into adjective 

a) –able 

    Adjective 

  

  

Account (verb) -able 

Accountable is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

account (base morpheme), and -able (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme account is verb category, and -able is suffix. 

Accountable (adjective): account (verb) + -able are derivational 
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affixes when they are combined, because accountable has 

changed the meaning and the grammatical category. The verb 

(account: ‘give an explanation of something’) is changed into 

adjective (accountable: ‘responsible’). 

b) –ent 

Adjective 

  

  

Differ (verb)  -ent 

Different is constructed by two morphemes, they are differ 

(base morpheme), and -ent (bound morpheme). Morpheme differ 

is verb category, and -ente is suffix. Different(adjective): differ 

(verb) + -ent are derivational affixes when they are combined, 

because different has altered the meaning and the grammatical 

category. The verb (differ: ‘disagree with somebody’) is changed 

into adjective (different: ‘not the same as somebody/something’). 

The other suffix that belong to this classification are –ous 

and -ive. 

3) Noun into noun 

a) –ache 

                     Noun 

  

  

Heart (noun)        -ache 

Heartache is constructed by two morphemes, they are heart 

(base morpheme), and -ache (bound morpheme). Morpheme 

heartache is noun category, and -ache is suffix. Heartache  

(noun): heart (noun) + -ache are derivational affixes when they 
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are combined, because heartache has altered the meaning 

although it does not alter the grammatical category. The noun 

(heart: ‘organ that pumps blood around the body’) is changed into 

noun (heartache: ‘great sadness’). 

b) –ence 

       Noun 

  

  

Persist (noun)         -ence 

Persistence is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

persist (base morpheme), and -ence (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme persistence is noun category, and -ence is suffix. 

Persistence  (noun): persist (noun) + -ence are derivational 

affixes when they are combined, because persistence has changed 

the meaning although it does not change the grammatical 

category. The noun (persist: ‘continue to do something in spite of 

opposition, in a way that can seem unreasonable’) is changed into 

noun (persistence: ‘determined to do something, especially when 

others are against you’). 

The other suffix that belong to this classification are –ery, -

hood, -ation, -ian, -ist, -ity, and -ship. 
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4) Noun into adjective 

a) –able 

                     Adjective  

  

  

Comfort (noun)          -able 

Comfortable is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

comfort (base morpheme), and -able (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme comfort is noun category, and -able is suffix. 

Comfortable (adjective): comfort (noun) + -able are derivational 

affixes when they are combined, because comfortable has altered 

the meaning and the grammatical category. The noun (comfort: 

‘state of being relaxed and free from pain or worry’) is changed 

into adjective (comfortable: ‘pleasent to sit on, wear, etc’). 

b) –al/-ial 

                Adjective  

  

  

Academic (noun)  -al 

Academical is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

academic (base morpheme), and -al (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme academic is noun category, and -al is suffix. 

Academical (adjective): academic (noun) + -al are derivational 

affixes when they are combined, because academical has altered 

the meaning and the grammatical category. The noun 

(academic:‘teacher at a university, college, etc’) is changed into 

adjective (academical: ‘based on the theory’). 
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The other data that belong to this classification are –ary, -

en, -ful, -ic, -ous/-ious, -ish, -liar, -less, -ny, and -y. 

5) Noun into verb 

a) –en 

              Verb  

  

  

Threat (noun)  -en 

Threaten is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

threat (base morpheme), and -en (bound morpheme). Morpheme 

threat is noun category, and -en is suffix. Threaten (verb): threat 

(noun) + -en are derivational affixes when they are combined, 

because threaten has changed the meaning and the grammatical 

category. The noun (threat: ‘statement of an intention to punish or 

harm somebody’) is changed into verb (threaten: ‘use something 

as a threat’). 

6) Adjective into noun 

a) –ce 

                   Noun  

  

  

Patient (adj)   -ce 

Patience is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

patient (base morpheme), and -ce (bound morpheme). Morpheme 

patient is adjective category, and -ce is suffix. Patience (noun): 

patient (adjective) + -ce are derivational affixes when they are 

combined, because patience has altered the meaning and alter the 

grammatical category. The adjective (patient: ‘having or showing 
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patience’) is changed into noun (patience:‘ability to stay calm and 

accept delay or annoyance without complaining’). 

b) –cy 

                   Noun  

  

  

Fluent (adj)     -cy 

Fluency is constructed by two morphemes, they are fluent 

(base morpheme), and -cy (bound morpheme). Morpheme fluent 

is adjectivecategory, and -cy is suffix. Fluence (noun): fluent 

(adjective) + -cy are derivational affixes when they are combined, 

because fluence has changed the meaning and the grammatical 

category. The adjective (fluent: ‘able to speak a language easily 

and well’) is changed into noun (fluency: ‘ability to speak 

fluent’). 

The other suffix that belongs to this classification are –er, -

ism, -ist, -ity, and -ness. 

7) Adjective into verb 

a) –ify 

Verb  

  

  

Pure (adj)   -ify 

Purify is constructed by two morphemes, they are pure 

(base morpheme), and -ify (bound morpheme). Morpheme pure is 

adjective category, and -ness is suffix. Purify (verb): pure 

(adjective) + -ify are derivational affixes when they are combined, 

because purify has altered the meaning and the grammatical 
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category. The adjective (pure: ‘clean’) is changed into verb 

(purify: ‘make something/somebody pure’). 

b) –ize 

Verb  

  

  

Special (adj)  -ize 

Specialize is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

special (base morpheme), and -ize (bound morpheme). Morpheme 

special is adjective category, and -ize is suffix. Specialize (verb): 

special (adjective) + -ize are derivational affixes when they are 

combined, because specialize has altered the meaning and the 

grammatical category. The adjective (special: ‘not common’) is 

changed into verb (specialize: ‘become an expert in a particular 

area of work, study or business’). 

8) Adjective into adjective 

a) –ish 

Adjective  

  

  

Red (adj)   -ish 

Reddish is constructed by two morphemes, they are red 

(base morpheme), and -ish (bound morpheme). Morpheme red is 

adjective category, and -ish is suffix. Reddish (adjective): red 

(adjective) + -ish are derivational affixes when they are 

combined, because reddish has changed the meaning although it 

does not change the grammatical category. The adjective (red: 

‘the colour of blood’) changes into adjective (reddish: ‘florid’). 
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9) Adjective into adverb 

a) –ly 

Adverb  

  

  

Actual (adj)  -ly 

Actually is constructed by two morphemes, they are actual 

(base morpheme), and -ly (bound morpheme). Morpheme  actual 

is adjective category, and -ly is suffix. Actually (adverb): actual 

(adjective) + -ly  are derivational affixes when they are combined, 

because actiually has altered the meaning and the grammatical 

category. The adjective (actual: ‘existing in fact’) is changed into 

adverb (actually: ‘really’). 

10) Adverb into adverb 

a) –theless 

Adverb  

  

  

Never (adv)  -theless 

Nevertheless is constructed by two morphemes, they are 

never (base morpheme), and -theless (bound morpheme). 

Morpheme never is adjective category, and -theless is suffix. 

Nevertheless (adverb): never (adverb) + -theles are derivational 

affixes when they are combined, because nevertheless has 

changed the meaning although it does not change the grammatical 

category. The adverb (never: ‘not at any time’) is changed into 

adverb (nevertheless: ‘in spite of something you have just 

mentioned’). 
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c. Derivational Prefix + Suffix 

1) Dis                       ment 

a) Verb  Noun 

Noun  

  

  

Dis- appoint (verb)  -ment 

Disappoinment is constructed by three morphemes, they 

are dis- (bound morpheme), appoint (base morpheme), and –

ment (bound morpheme). Morpheme –dis is prefix, appoint is 

verb category, and -ment is suffix. Disappoinment (adverb): dis- 

, appoint (verb) + -mentare derivational affixes when they are 

combined, because disappoinment has changed the meaning and 

the grammatical category. The verb (appoint:’ choose somebody 

for a job’) is changed into noun (disappoinment: ‘state of being 

disappointed’). 

2) In                  able 

a) Noun Adjective 

Adjective  

  

  

In-  value (noun) -able 

Invaluable is constructed by three morphemes, they are in- 

(bound morpheme), value (base morpheme), and –ment (bound 

morpheme). Morpheme –in is prefix, valueis nouncategory, and 

-able is suffix. Invaluable (adverb): in- , value (noun) + -ableare 

derivational affixes when they are combined, because invaluable 
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has altered the meaning and the grammatical category. The noun 

(value: ‘amount of money something is worth’) is changed into 

adjective (invaluable: ‘having a value that is too high to be 

measured’). 

3) In                 ably 

a) Verb  Adjective 

Adjective  

   

 

In-  vary (verb) -ably 

Invariably is constructed by three morphemes, they are in- 

(bound morpheme), vary (base morpheme), and –ably (bound 

morpheme). Morpheme –in is prefix, vary is verb category, and 

-ably is suffix. Invariably (adjective): in- , vary (verb) + -ablyare 

derivational affixes when they are combined, because invariably 

has changed the meaning and the grammatical category. The 

verb (vary: ‘be different in soze, amount, etc’) is changed into 

adjective (invariably: ‘always’). 

The other affixes that belong to this classification are un --- 

able, un --- ably, un --- ful, un ---ly,  

 

4. CONCLUSION 
 

Based on the result of the analyzed data above, the researcher 

concludes  that from the whole data 286 there are 15 data or 5,24%  belong to 

the derivational prefix, that consist the change of noun into noun (3 data or 

1,05%), verb into verb (7 data or 2,45%), adjective into adjective (5 data or 

1,75%). There are 65 data or 22,78%  belong to the changes of verb into noun 

(suffix), 9 data or 3,15%  belong to the changes of verb into adjective 
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(suffix), 13 data or 4,55%  belong to the changes of noun into noun (suffix), 

64 data or 22,38%  belong to the changes of noun into adjective (suffix), 1 

datum or 0,35%  belongs to the changes of noun into verb (suffix), 24 data or 

8,4%  belong to the changes of adjective into noun (suffix), 2 data or 0,7%  

belong to the changes of adjective into verb (suffix), 1 datum or 0,35%  

belongs to the changes of adjective into adjective (suffix), 76 data or 26,6%  

belong to the changes of adjective into adverb (suffix), 3 data or 1,05%  

belong to the changes of adverb into adverb (suffix), 14 data or 4,9%  belong 

to the derivational prefix + derivational suffix, that consist the change of noun 

into adjective (5 data or 1,75%), verb into adjective (5 data or 1,75%), verb 

into noun (1 datum or 0,35%), adjective into adverb (3 data or 1,05%). 

Besides, there are some lexical categories in derivational process of affixes. 

The researcher finds four lexical categories in the derivational process of 

affixes. They are noun, verb, adjective, and adverb. 
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