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Abstract 

This study is about Pursuit of Love. The problem of this study is to 
reveal how the pursuit of love in major character named Jack Worthing is 
pursuing his love reflected in The Importance of Being Earnest play created 
by Oscar Wilde. There are two objectives: the first is to analyze the play in 
term of structural elements and the second is to analyze the play based on 
Individual Psychological Approach. 

The object of the study is The Importance of Being Earnest play by 
Oscar Wilde. It used Individual Psychological Approach. This study belongs 
to qualitative research. In this research, there are two types of data, namely 
primary and secondary data source. The primary data source is the play and 
secondary data source is other material related to the study. Both data are 
collected through library research and analyzed by descriptive analysis. 

The result of the study shows the following conclusions. First, based 
on the structural analysis it is clear that in The Importance of Being Earnest 
play, Oscar Wilde formulate a unity form in which one element that supports 
the others and the whole elements reflect the theme of the play. Second, based 
on the individual psychological approach the result shows that Jack Worthing 
pursuing his love had been changed from Empty love to Romantic love. 

 
Keywords: Pursuit of Love, The Importance of Being Earnest, Individual  

      Psychological Approach 
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A. Introduction 

 The Importance of Being Earnest, A Trivial Comedy for Serious 

People is a play by Oscar Wilde First performed on 14 February 1895 at St. 

James’s Theatre in London, it is a farcical comedy in which the protagonists 

maintain fictitious personae in order to escape burdensome social obligations. 

Working within the social conventions of late Victorian London, the play's 

major themes are the triviality with which it treats institutions as serious as 

marriage, and the resulting satire of Victorian ways. Contemporary reviews all 

praised the play's humor, though some were cautious about its explicit lack of 

social messages, while others foresaw the modern consensus that it was the 

culmination of Wilde's artistic career so far. Its high farce and witty dialogue 

have helped make The Importance of Being Earnest Wilde's most enduringly 

popular play. 

The Importance of Being Earnest is wonderful play by Oscar Wilde 

that settled in London. There are four reasons the researcher is interested in 

studying this play. First, this drama tells the nature of marriage. The play is 

actually an ongoing debate about the nature of marriage and whether it is 

“pleasant or unpleasant.” And the important thing,  we’re going to marriage 

soon. Second, this drama fulfills the constraints of morality. Morality and the 

constraints it imposes on society is a favorite topic of conversation in this 

play. In many conversation in this drama has showing the classes of the 

society in its time. What Wilde wants us to see as truly moral is really the 

opposite of earnestness: irreverence. Third, this play is a very wonderful 

played. This drama  was created by Oscer Wilde, one of the best writer in that 

era, The importance of Being Earnest is one of his works. The last reason is, 

the present writer is a student in Department of English Education of 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta from Teacher and Training Faculty. 

This study is necessary to add insight and insert more knowledge to his 



4 

 

professional competence as teacher later. And to complete the thesis as the 

requirement of graduation program. 

The researcher only found one study of The Importance of Being 

Earnest play, it from M. Arifin (2006) study at Stikubank University 

Semarang entitle The Influence of the Main Character’s Conflicts towards 

Plot in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest. The researcher has 

also researched through local and digital libraries and found none of it. The 

library of UMS, UNS, UNDIP, UGM, UNNES have reported zero call on the 

research of The Importance of Being Earnest play. Thus, this study is first 

conducted at least in UMS. 

In this study, the researcher focuses this study in analyzing on Jack 

Worthing’s pursuit of love as reflected in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of 

Being Earnest play using Individual Psychology Approach. The problem of 

this study is how does Jack Worthing pursuit his love? And then, The 

objectives of the study are to analyze about Jack Worthing’s pursuit of love 

reflected in Oscar Wilde’s The Importance of Being Earnest and to explain 

how Jack Worthing’s pursuit of love reflected in Oscar Wilde’s The 

Importance of Being Earnest. 

There are two benefits in this study; there are theoretical and practical 

benefits. In theoretical benefits, the study is hoped to give much contributions 

to the development of larger body of human knowledge. Especially in the 

study of The Importance of Being Earnest play by Oscar Wilde and the 

aspects of Psychology study. In practical benefits, the result of the study is 

expected to broaden the researcher’s own comprehension about Oscar Wilde’s 

The Importance of Being Earnest play. 

In this study, the researcher uses some underlying theory which taken 

from book that related with study to support the data and help the researcher 
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in order to analyze The Importance of Being Earnest play. In this study, the 

researcher tries to employ Individual Psychological Approach consisting of 

the notion of Individual Psychological and the basic concept of Individual 

Psychology. 

According to Adler as quoted by Ryckman (1985: 95) individual 

Psychology is a science that attempts to understand the experiences and 

behavior of each person as an organized entity. He believes further that all 

actions are guided by a person’s fundamental attitudes toward life.  

Adler believes that the major purpose of a personality theory should be 

to serve as an economical and fruitful guide for therapists and ultimately for 

everyone, in effecting change toward more psychologically healthy behavior 

(Hjelle and Ziegler, 1982: 141). Adler (in Feist, 1985: 64) states as follows:  

Individual Psychology insists on the fundamental unity of 

personality. All Apparent dichotomies and multiplicities of life are 

organized in one-self consistent totally. No definite division can 

be made between mind and body, between conscious and 

unconscious, or between reason and emotion. All behavior is seen 

in relation to the final goal of superiority of success. This gives 

direction and unity to the individual. 

Adler’s Individual Psychology depicts the human being as single, 

invisible, self-consistent and unfired (Adler in Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 139). 

Adler makes consciousness of the center of personality, which makes him 

pioneer in the development of an ego-oriented psychology. Man conscious 

being, he is ordinarily aware of the reason for his behavior. He is a conscious 

of his inferiorities and conscious of the goals for which he strives. More than 

that, he is a self-conscious individual who is capable of planning and guiding 
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his actions with full awareness of their meaning for his own self-realization 

(Hall and Lindzey, 1981: 121).  

In his earliest writings, the final goal of our pursuit was to be 

aggressive and all-powerful, dominate others. Humans were seen as selfish 

and concerned only with self-aggrandizement later, Adler revised his thinking 

and claimed that the final goals is to be superior (Ryckman, 1985: 95). 

The basic concept of individual psychology can rather quickly 

sketched under few general rubrics, these are: Fictional Finalism, Social 

Interest, Striving for Superiority, Inferiority Feeling and Compensation,  Style 

Life, and Creative Power. 

 In this study, the researcher applies qualitative research. There are two 

data sources that are needed to do this research. They are primary data source 

and secondary data source. The primary data source is The Importance of 

Being Earnest play created by Oscar Wilde. While, the secondary data is 

taken from the other data, which have a relationship with the study. 

 The technique of data collection is library research, the steps are: 

reading the script of drama repeatedly, taking notes of important part in both 

primary or secondary data, arranging the data into several groups based on its 

theoretical category, selecting particular parts which considered as important 

and relevant data for analysis, and drawing conclusion and formulate its 

pedagogical suggestion.    

B. Research Finding and Discussion 

In this research finding, the researcher determines some point to 

analyze The Importance of Being Earnest play as follows: 

The first research finding is based on the structural elements of the 

play, the researcher analyze the characters and characterization, setting, plot, 

point of view, style and theme.  
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Based on the analysis of the character and characterization of the 

major and minor character in the play, it shows that the major character, Jack 

Worthing is physically described as a good looking person, had a beautiful 

blue eyes and romantic man. Socially, he is a pillar of community in 

Hertfordshire with a very high moral. And mentally, Jack is very serious 

person. It can be seen from the dialogue bellow. 

MISS PRISM : Child,  you  know  how anxious  your  guardian is that  

you should improve yourself in every way. He laid 
particular stress on your German, as he was leaving for 
town yesterday. Indeed, he always lays stress on your 
German when he is leaving for town. 

CECILY : Dear Uncle Jack is so very serious! Sometimes he is  
so serious that I think he cannot be quite well 
(TIOBE, Act II: 297) 

Based on the analysis of the setting, it is divided into two parts, they 

are setting of place and setting of time. Based on the setting of place, The 

Importance of Being Earnest play sets in two places. First is sets in 

Algernon’s flat in Half-Moon street (London), that is in the beginning of the 

play. And second is in the Manor House, Woolton (Hertfordshire), here is 

when the truth of the story is revealed. Based on the setting of time, The 

Importance of Being Earnest play take place in one day only, and the story 

begin in the afternoon. Each time are writing explicitly in each act. 

Based on the analysis of plot, it can be divided into four parts. They 

are exposition, complication, climax, and resolution. In the exposition, The 

story tells about the situation of the Jack and Algernon that talk about truth of 

Cecily, it can be happen because Algernon ask about the cigarette case to Jack 

Worthing. The complications happen when Lady Bracknell interviews Jack to 

determine his eligibility as a possible son-in-law, and during this interview 

she asks about his family background. When Jack explains that he has no idea 

who his parents were and that he was found, by the man who adopted him, in 

a handbag in the cloakroom at Victoria Station, Lady Bracknell is scandalized. 
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She forbids the match between Jack and Gwendolen and sweeps out of the 

house. Jack and Algernon arrive toward the climax of this confrontation, each 

having separately made arrangements with Dr. Chasuble to be christened 

Ernest later that day. Each of the young ladies points out that the other has 

been deceived. And then, Cecily informs Gwendolen that her fiancé is really 

named Jack and Gwendolen informs Cecily that hers is really called 

Algernon. The two women demand to know where Jack’s brother Ernest is, 

since both of them are engaged to be married to him. Jack is forced to admit 

that he has no brother and that Ernest is a complete fiction. Both women are 

shocked and furious, and they retire to the house arm in arm. The resolution 

happens when Jack knows about his family by the truth of Lady Bracknell 

quotes. She informs Jack that he is the Algernon elder brother, the son of Mrs. 

Moncrieff. 

Based on the analysis of point of view, it shows that Oscar Wilde 

employed the non – participant point of view or the third person narrator. It 

means the narrator does not involve in the story or recognizes himself as 

character yet. Then, Oscar Wilde chose the selective – omniscient point of 

view because he only knew certain character, particularly the major 

characters. In these characters, Oscar Wilde seemed to know everything about 

the character's thought feeling, and action from the beginning to the end of the 

story. 

Based on style, The Importance of Being Earnest play can be divided 

into four parts, they are sentence contraction, diction, figurative language, and 

symbol. In sentence contraction, Oscar Wilde use different in short and long 

sentence. In diction, Oscar Wilde use some Epigrammatic words  to explain 

more about the condition in London at that time. In figurative language, Wilde 

also use some kinds of figurative language such as personification, paradox, 

metaphor, and also he use imagery in this play. Symbol in The Importance of 

Being Earnest play given some words like Handbag, Earnest, and Bunbury. 
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Based on the analysis of theme in The Importance of Being Earnest 

play, Oscar Wilde presents a theme “The Mature of Marriage”. Marriage is a 

sacred goal of human life, and love is one of the ways to reach and get it. 

From the explanation above, the structural analysis of The Importance 

of Being Earnest shows and makes the unity of the play and story. It is 

because every element supports other elements and cannot be separated. The 

structural analysis can helps the readers to conceive the story deeply. 

The second research finding is based on the Individual Psychological 

Analysis. It can be divided into sixth parts; they are Fictional Finalism, Social 

Interest, Striving for Superiority, Inferiority Feelings, Style of Life, and 

Creative Power. 

a. Fictional Finalism 

It deals with individuals goals of life, it is determined by our 

perceptions of what we hope to achieve in the future (Adler in Hall 

1985:144). The fact shown in Importance of Being Earnest is that Jack 

Worthing's fictional goals are getting the modern life, and to getting 

marriage. But actually his main goal is to get marriage with 

Gwendolen Fairfax. 

b. Social Interest 

Social interest means a striving for a form of community, 

which must be thought of as everlasting as it could be thought of 

mankind had reached the goal of others; we help ourselves toward the 

same goal (Hall and Lindzey, 1981: 125). In this case, Jack Worthing 

has a responsibility to guard Thomas Cardew’s grand-daughter in 

order to reciprocation for save him when he was baby. 

 

c. Striving for Superiority 

Here, the superiority not only means “superior” but also means 

perfect. “It’s a striving for perfect completion” (Adler in Hall, 1970: 
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123). In Importance of Being Earnest , Jack Worthing doesn’t have 

something complete, that’s is love. He tries to pursuit it by proposing 

to Gwendolen. Jack also try to lies to Gwendolen that his name is still 

“Earnest” in the course of persuade Gwendolen. 

d. Inferiority Feelings 

The feeling inferiority or a sense of incompleteness is the great 

driving force mankind. In other words, man is pus had by the need to 

overcome his inferiority and pulled by the desire to be superior (Hall 

and Lindzey, 1985: 124). Inferiority feelings of Jack Worthing in this 

play are characterized by sadness, when he asked by Lady Bracknell 

about Jack’s parents. 

e. Style of Life 

Adler (in Feist, 1985:75), “Struggles to solve life’s problem in 

a manner beneficial to society. This person rightly identifies three 

major social problems; neighborly love, sexual love, and occupation. 

“The solution to social problems demands to the welfare of another 

(Adler in Feist, 1985:76). In The Importance of Being Earnest play, 

Jack are individual that categorized in the Socially Useful Type, and 

here is the reasons. The characteristic of Socially Useful Type is 

individual with socially useful attitude. Jack is falling in love to 

Gwendolen, He is pillar of community in Hertfordshire, he also 

working in the workplace.  

f. Creative Power  

In The Importance of Being Earnest play, Jack Worthing’s 

crative power is drive to show to everyone that he is a guardian of 

Cecily Cardew, grand-daughter of Mr. Thomas Cardew who adopt 

Jack Worthing. Jack is not giving his consent to allowing Algernon 

marry with Cecily. 
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The third finding is based on the notion of love. Here explain more 

about Jack Worthing when he pursuing his love in The Importance of Being 

Earnest play. In The Importance of Being Earnest play, the pursuit of love is 

presented by the character named Jack Worthing. He is desire to be marriage 

with Gwendolen, the women he love. But in fact, his love to Gwendolen had 

been changed from Empty love to Romantic love. Here are the reasons.  

First, Jack is very serious with his desire to be marriage with 

Gwendolen. After that, he was forced by Algernon to tell the truth of him. 

Then, Jack starting to told that he use the name of “Earnest” in motive that he 

want to get high moral character after he move to the town. It is the way to get 

attention from Gwendolen, who desire to get marriage with man that have 

name of Earnest. Then in the story, Jack is commit to be marry with 

Gwendolen, but he still use the name “Earnest” in order to get Gwendolen 

trust. Here, passion and intimacy aren’t present in Jack. Because he love 

Gwendolen not from his deepest heart. 

 

C. Conclusion 

According to the problem statement and the analysis in the previous 

chapter, the researcher finally takes some conclusions. The character of Jack 

not fully succeed to pursue his love, because in the way he love to Gwendolen 

are many challenged from Gwendolen’s mother and the background of 

himself. Jack is founded by Mr Thomas Cardew, so he doesn’t know about his 

own family. Beside the mature of marriage and love, this play also tell us 

about pursuing happiness of family. Jack Worthing can finally know about his 

family in ending of the play. 

The researcher suggests to the other researchers to analyze The 

Importance of Being Earnest play from the other perspective such as Feminist 



12 

 

because this play give more attention to a mature of marriage, and researcher 

can reveals more interesting issue such as the woman position of this play. 
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