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MOTTO 

 

 

 
“The Day every soul will find what it has done of good present (before it) and what it has done of 

evil, it will wish that between itself and that (evil) was a great distance. And Allah warns you of 

Himself, and Allah is Kind to (His) servants” (Ali ‘Imran, 3: 30)  

 

 

“When you fast do goodness, the good fortune will quickly approach you. When you fast do an 

evil, then the windfall will quickly away from you.” (Reza M. Syarief) 

 

 
“Memayu hayuning pribadi; memayu hayuning kulawarga; memayu hayuning sesama; memayu 

hayuning bawana.” (Anonymous) 
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SUMMARY 

 

 

KHOIRINA NUR FITRI, A 320 100 029. STRATEGY OF SUCCESSFUL 

SAKE BUSINESS REFLECTED IN JOYCE LEBRA’S THE SCENT OF 

SAKE NOVEL (2009): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL 

PERSPECTIVE. 2014.  

 

 This research paper is aimed to show the survival strategy of successful 

sake business of Joyce Lebra’s novel which is analyzed by using individual 

psychological. The objectives of the research are to analyze the novel based on 

individual psychological proposed by Alfred Adler.  

This research paper belongs to qualitative research. Data of the research 

are divided into two, primary and secondary data. The primary data of the 

research is The Scent of Sake novel and secondary data of the research are 

website, books and other sources about individual psychological that support the 

analysis. The method to analyze of this data is descriptive analysis.  

The researcher comes to the conclusion as follows. Based on the 

individual psychological analysis, Joyce Lebra illustrates individual psychological 

phenomena in which an individual has desire and works hard in achieving a goal. 

The author portrays persistence and struggle of Rie-Omura in advancing her 

family sake business. She uses her creativity and opportunity in managing 

business strategy. Striving for superiority is needed by Rie to overcome her 

inferiority feeling and achieve her final goal.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

The Scent of Sake was written by Joyce Lebra in 2008 and it was 

published on February 17, 2009 by William Morrow Paperbacks. The Scent of 

Sake is one of Joyce Lebra’s works after Durga’s Sword (1995) and Sugar 

and Smoke (2005). This novel includes in a historical novel which describes 

about Japanese culture in the nineteenth century. It illustrates on girl, 

particularly on her psychological sphere. It tends to show desire on Rie 

Omura’s psychology, how Rie is able to strive for superior and she has to 

defend the strategy of successful her family’s sake business. Author Joyce 

Lebra cares about detail in culture and history.  

Joyce Lebra also known as Joyce Chapman Lebra was born on 

December 21, 1925 in Honolulu, United States of America. She is an 

American historian of Japan. She was raised in Honolulu and the Islands were 

imprinted firmly on her psyche from childhood. She lived in Japan for ten 

years over a period of fifty years, in India for over three years, in Australia 

and Southeast Asia for over a year. These are the cultures where her historical 

fiction is set. She lived with families in Japan and India and was able to gain 

insights into the way people live and communicate in those cultures. This is 

what is promoted her to write The Scent of Sake novel.  

Professor Lebra has written twelve books, including two historical 

novels, Durga’s Sword (1995) and Sugar and Smoke (2005) and the last The 
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Scent of Sake (2009). She led three research teams to Asia to research 

women’s roles in the work force. 

The Scent of Sake novel tells about family life of sake brewer that is 

famous in Kobe, Japan. Hereditarily, the recipes and ingredients of sake 

brewing is undisclosed. The quality of Omura family’s sake cannot be 

doubted, moreover it will be nominated as a number one sake in Japan. As a 

large and prominent family, they have prepared everything for the future, 

includes in family honor, especially the heir of the business. However tragedy 

befell them, when the son and heir of the business as a child died, because 

entering into the old well, there lived a woman descent, Rie-Omura. 

Rie is the first child of Kinzaemon and Hana. She is the daughter of 

the owner of a large sake brewing company called the White Tiger. She is not 

an ordinary girl, because she has intelligence and high attention toward her 

parents’ business. She is able to think about various solutions of work 

activities, she also has sense of discipline and a sense of great interest to 

know the ins and outs of the family business. After a tragic accident involving 

her young brother, Rie becomes the sole heir of the company. Instead of 

marrying out, her husband comes to live with the family and trains to take 

over the White Tiger. 

Unfortunately, in the mid-1800’s women aren’t supposed to be heads 

of companies in Japan. It means that as a woman, she is forbidden to 

intervene into man’s job. In order to save the future of the business, her 

parents of marrying her to a mukoyoshi named Jihei. The prospective husband 
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and business heir is chosen thorough consideration, all of them is for the sake 

and future of a big Omura’s family. Only one thing is less, Rie’s parents 

never give her a chance to show up the deepest heart’s meaning. Jihei, her 

husband does not have the business sense that she has, but she is one smart 

business lady. So, she does the business strategy in accordance with her 

brilliance reasonable mind. Someday, when Jihei feels that his existence is 

not appreciated and his opinion is always denied by her wife so he does the 

revenge by making the sake sour. Surely, she feels so angry and extrudes him 

out of the house. 

She never despairs even though she is only regarded as a woman who 

has not the talent in the family business. So, she maneuvers and manages the 

house and essentially becomes the great main decision maker. She maintains 

it until up and down, and then with her intelligence, she prepares a strategy to 

make his family’s sake to be number one in Japan. For example when there is 

intense competition among other competitors, she gives her idea through Kin 

san, one of the chief clerk in Omura House, by expanding the delivery of sake 

to Edo and selling sake by 20 percent. It is to cover ten percents of the market 

share which is captured by the strong competitor, Kikuji Yamaguchi. Because 

of tenacities and focuses on her business, finally she is successful in making 

sake White Tiger become number one in Japan. 

There are many responses which are positive and negative for this 

novel. Many people say that this novel is great because it reveals Japanese 

customs and characterization. Sujata Massey, author of Sbimur Trouble said 
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that this novel was so fantastic topic and setting and such strong, memorable 

characters. Other response came from Teresa telling that the author did a 

great job of drawing the reader into mid-nineteenth century Japan and it was 

strict culture.  

Besides the good responses, The Scent of Sake novel also gains 

negative response. It comes from Erin who said that the passage of time was 

dealt with in paragraph and it makes hard for the reader to grasp, instead of 

making definitive breaks. Besides that, the other negative response is also 

revealed by Jennifer telling that the main character often felt like a 21st 

century. Western woman plunked into feudal Japan, and there are numerous 

awkward places where characters explained Japanese culture and history to 

each other in way that felt utterly artificial. In the researcher’s opinion The 

Scent of Sake novel is amazing novel because it shows the detail in Japanese 

culture and states the memorable characters.  

The Scent of Sake novel is one of interesting novel with the theme of 

ancient Japanese culture and also in great demand in various circles. 

Although this is a very good work, this novel is not included in the 

nomination for best-selling novel because it is less recommended by the 

readers. The market price of the novel ranges from $12.59 until $16.99. In 

industry, this novel has not been filmed because this new novel was released 

in 2009, five years ago.  

The Scent of Sake is an interesting novel to be discussed; there are 

four aspects that make this novel interesting. The first, Rie-Omura is a 
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woman who has a great fighting spirit who is able to make her family’s sake 

become the first. Each character is described in the most details. Rie is a 

fictional character who embodies the researcher understanding of how a 

woman would think, feel, and live in that setting and time. She is a great 

woman in the nineteenth century in Japan. She has tenacity to develop and 

advance the family business. She is smart figure in which she always has a 

specific strategy to make her family’s sake business to be number one.  

The second aspect is strategy of Rie-Omura in maintain sake business. 

Although as a woman, she has a reliable business sense. She should not be 

underestimated because she is able to think about great strategies of sake of 

doing business whereas she also has a lot of competitors around her such as 

Yamaguchi who is cunning and always wants to drop Omura family’s sake 

business. So, Rie manages the house and essentially becomes the main 

decision maker. 

The third aspect is how Rie-Omura manages a plan and executes her 

strategy when she does not get more education even then she is nineteen years 

old in which she should enjoy reasonable adolescence as their peers.  

The last aspect is Rie-Omura’s strength to confront her father who 

underestimates her because she as a girl who is less trustworthy. It makes Rie 

inferiority and less confident in continuing her father’s business. 

Based on the story of the novel, the researcher is interested in doing 

the research on the problem and struggle of Rie-Omura by using individual 

psychological perspective which focuses on the strategy who conducts Rie-
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Omura in successful sake business. The researcher will conduct a research 

entitled: STRATEGY OF SUCCESSFUL SAKE BUSINESS 

REFLECTED IN JOYCE LEBRA’S THE SCENT OF SAKE NOVEL 

(2009): AN INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVE. 

 

B. Literature Review 

There is no literature review related to the novel, the researcher has 

looked for the reviews in websites, such as http://search.proquest.com, 

www.ums.ac.id and www.uns.ac.id. So, the researcher thinks that this is the 

first research to analyze this novel. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The major problem that is going to be discussed in this study is the 

strategy of successful sake business of Rie-Omura in The Scent of Sake novel. 

Strategy here will explain Rie’s manner to make her family’s sake become 

number one in Japan. The researcher will analyze the novel based on 

structural elements and Rie’s strategy when she struggles to think of a wide 

variety of business solutions and maintains her family’s sake as the main 

character in this novel using individual psychological perspective.  

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

To focus on the study, the researcher focuses on the analysis of Rie-

Omura’s strategy to succeed in running sake business as the main character in 

http://search.proquest.com/
http://www.ums.ac.id/
http://www.uns.ac.id/
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The Scent of Sake novel published in 2009 based on Individual Psychological 

Perspective. 

 

E. Objectives of the Study 

There are two objectives of the study in this research: 

a. To analyze The Scent of Sake novel based on the structural elements of 

the novel. 

b. To analyze the survival strategy of successful sake business on the major 

character based on Individual Psychological Perspective. 

This research paper has a disadvantage. The research paper does not 

use an original novel as the object of the study, but the researcher using The 

Scent of Sake PDF version assessed from en-bookfi.org downloading. 

Therefore, the number of pages is different from the original novel. The 

original The Scent of Sake novel consists of more than 544 pages, while PDF 

version consists of 364 pages only. 

 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The benefits of this study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. To give some information which can be used by the other researcher 

who are interested in analyzing this literary work. 

b. To give contribution to the larger body of knowledge particularly 

literary study on Joyce Lebra’s The Scent of Sake novel. 
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2. Practical Benefit 

This study is expected to enrich knowledge and experience of the 

researcher and other students of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta 

or other Universities who is interest in literary study on the novel from 

Individual Psychological perspective.  

 

G. Research Method 

The method used in this analyze is divided into some parts, such as 

type of study, object of study, type of data and data sources, technique of data 

collection and technique of data analyze. Those parts can be understood by 

the explanation below. 

1. Type of the study 

In this analysis, this study is analyzed by library study. This 

because all of the sources (the written sources) can be got from library 

and other website. 

 

2. Object of the study 

The object of the study is Joyce Lebra’s novel, entitled is “The 

Scent of Sake”. The witer focuses her study on Rie-Omura’s survival 

strategy to successful sake business. 

3. Type of Data and Data Sources 

Type of data in this research is textual data. It consists of word, 

phrase and sentences. This study use two type data sources, primary and 
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secondary data. Primary data source is the data that is used to be 

analyzed. The novel of Joyce Lebra entitled “The Scent of Sake” is the 

primary data source of this study. 

Then, secondary data here means the data that are used for 

analyzing primary data sources. The researcher takes the secondary data 

from books, website, library and bookstores. 

4. Technique of Data Collection 

The technique of data collection is note-taking, the steps are as 

follows: 

a. Reading and learning about The Scent of Sake novel by Joyce 

Lebra and the secondary data sources from the other books. 

b. Identifying data that will be analyzed. 

c. Selecting one of some approaches that relevant for analyzing the 

data. 

d. Reading some books as reference, browsing internet which can 

be used to analyze the data. 

5. Technique of data analysis 

The technique of data analysis is descriptive qualitative technique. 

Descriptive qualitative technique is used to describe the elements of the 

novel and make understanding about the novel. 

The steps of analyzing the data: 

a. Analyzing the data based on its structural elements.  
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b. Analyzing the data based on individual psychological 

perspective.  

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

In order to make the research easier to follow; the research paper is 

organized into five chapters. Chapter I is Introduction covering background 

of the study, literary review, problem statement, limitation of the study, 

objective of the study, benefit of the study, research method and research 

paper organization. Chapter II presents Underlying Theory. It deals with 

notion of individual psychology, basic concept of individual psychology, 

notion of strategy in business, and structural elements of the novel and 

theoretical application. Then, Chapter III is Structural Analysis of The Scent 

of Sake novel, it consists of; (1) The structural elements of The Scent of Sake 

novel; it consists of structural elements of The Scent of Sake novel including 

character and Characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, theme; (2) 

Discussion. Chapter IV presents Individual Psychological Analysis of The 

Scent of Sake novel, which deals with the analysis of the problems’ novel 

that is related with the theory. There is also discussion in this chapter. 

Chapter V includes Conclusion and Suggestion.  
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CHAPTER II 

UNDERLYING THEORY 

 

This chapter presents the theory which is used to analyze the data in this 

research, namely individual psychological perspective. This chapter is divided 

into four parts. The first part is notion of individual psychological. The second is 

basic concept of individual psychological that consists of fictional finalism, 

inferiority feeling, striving for superiority, social interest, style of life, and creative 

power of self. The third is structural elements of the novel. The last is theoretical 

application. 

 

A. Notion of Individual Psychology 

According to Adler individual psychology is “a science that attempts 

to understand the experiences and behavior of each person as an organized 

entity” (Ryckman, 1985: 95). He also imagined a person to be connected or 

associated with the surrounding world. So in other words, individual 

psychology is presented to understand the experience and behavior of every 

person which relates to the outside world. Adler (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 

141) believes that “major purposes of personality theory should be to serve as 

an economical and fruitful guide for therapist and ultimately for everyone in 

affecting change toward more psychologically healthy behavior”. Personality 

theory must be able to influence a person’s behavior to be better.  
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Adler states that “individual psychology represents that the human 

being as single, invisible, self-consistent, and unfired” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 

1992: 139). Adler makes “consciousness of the centre of personality, which 

make him pioneer in the development of an ego-oriented psychology” (Hall 

and Lindzey, 1981: 121). Man conscious being, he is ordinarily aware of the 

reason for his behavior. He is a conscious of his inferiorities and conscious of 

the goals for which he strives. More than that, he is a self-conscious of 

individual who is capable of planning and guiding his actions with full 

awareness of their meaning for his own self realization (Hall and Lindzey, 

1981: 121).  

Based on those theories, it can be concluded that the aim of Individual 

Psychology is to understand the individual style of life as a part of the whole. 

The subject involves the understanding of the whole, the life of mankind and 

the social relation with the other sex. They can live in any condition to 

survive because they have a power of sense and powerful of life strategies to 

be used as a life’s motivation. So they can reach the goal and be superior. In 

individual psychology we learn about behavior of individual and they 

improve their behavior in social life to be better. This process can be 

influenced by many ways, there are fictional finalism, inferiority feeling, 

striving for superiority, social interest, style of life, and creative power of the 

self. There are many aims of life among others and to get better personality.  
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B. Basic concept of Individual Psychology  

There are six basic concepts of individual psychology proposed by 

Adler: (1) Inferiority feelings, (2) striving for superiority, (3) fictional 

finalism, (4) style of life, (5) social interest and (6) creative self. Each of these 

items will be discussed as follows: 

1. Inferiority Feeling 

Hall and Lindzey (1981) define that Inferiority feeling is “one the 

important factors in informing and developing an individual’s personality 

towards his behavior in life” (Hall and Lindzey, 1981:145). It means that 

inferiority feeling plays an important role in informing and developing in 

each of individual’s personality. 

Hall and Lindzey define that the feeling of inferiority or a sense of 

incompleteness “is the great driving force of mankind” (Hall and 

Lindzey, 1981: 124). In order words, man is pushed by the need to 

overcome his inferiority and pulled by the desire to be superior. 

Adler states that “in each individual, certain organs are somewhat 

weaker than others, making the person more susceptible to illnesses and 

diseases involving these organs” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 141). So, they 

strive to eliminate their weaknesses with some kinds of manner.  

Ryckman states that “Feeling of inferiority can be largely 

constructive or largely destructive” (Ryckman, 1985: 99). 

Acknowledging that we all feel inferior at some point in our lives could 
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serve as a basis for mutual help and cooperation to overcome problems in 

living.  

Adler argued that “Feelings of inferiority begin in infancy”. He 

reasoned “the human infant experiences a prolonged period of 

dependency during which it is quite helpless and must rely upon adults to 

survive” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 142).  

 

2. Striving for Superiority 

Feist (1985) defines that “striving for superiority is the great action 

from human to be better it is development that begins as a response to 

feeling of inferiorities which originate in organ deficiencies”. The 

response is not only a passive reaction, but the working of the creative 

power. This creative agent gives direction to striving force by 

incorporating it into the final goal (Feist, 1985: 71).  

According to Adler “striving for superiority is a single motive, 

flowing from life itself and shaping the various sub drives” (Feist, 1985: 

70). It means that striving for superiority responses the feeling of 

inferiority because a man driven by need overcome the feeling of 

inferiority and purposed toward superiority, it is because generally a man 

is motivated by drive to achieve a final goal. So that people striving for 

superiority is actually compensate for their inferiority feeling. 

Thus, Adler states that “acknowledges that the striving for 

superiority may manifest itself in a thousand different ways and that each 
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person has his own concrete made of achieving or trying to achieve 

perfection” (Hall and Lindzey, 1981: 123). It means that every human 

being has their own way to be superior, because they believe that they 

have their respective strengths to achieve perfection. 

 

3. Fictional Finalism 

Adler states that “the fictional finalism is a subjective experience 

rather than an objective reality” (Cloninger 2009: 103). It describes 

toward direction to the individual’s striving. 

Adler states that “the creativity of the personality is that power 

which expresses itself in the desire to develop, to strive, and to achieve 

and event to compensate for defeats in one direction by striving for 

success in another” (Monte and Robert, 2003: 173).  This means an 

innate drive to offset the flaw that drives individual to set a fictional goal 

to be successful.  

Fictional Finalism proposes that people act as much from accepted 

ideals as they do from observed reality. Whatever the subconscious mind 

accepts as true, it acts as if it is true whether it is or not - it does not have 

the benefit of the conscious mind’s ability to observe independently and 

check with real experience. From the point of the view of the person, 

such a fiction may be taken as the basis for their orientation in the world 

and as one aspect of compensation for feeling inferiority.  
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4. Social Interest 

Adler argues that “social interest is an attitude of relatedness with 

humanity in general, as well as empathy for each member of the human 

race” (Feist, 1985: 71). It means that human being was created for mutual 

need between one another because they assume that their relationship is 

for social purposes rather than for personal importance.  

Adler also states that “social interest does not emerge automatically 

but needs to be consciously developed”. It also “has to be nourished to 

fruition through proper guidance and training” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 

148). It means that acquisition innate and developmental processes are 

two components which achieved in social interest.   

 

5. Style of Life 

Adler states that “everything we do is shaped and directed by our 

unique life style; it determines which aspects of our environment we will 

attend to and which aspects we will ignore” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 

145).  

Adler also states that “style of life refers to the flavor of person’s 

life. It includes not only the person’s goal, but also self concept, feeling 

toward others, and attitude toward the world. It is the product of the 

interaction of heredity, environment, goal of success, social interest, and 

creative power” (Feist: 2006: 78).  
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Adler (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 146) maintains four types of life-

style attitudes: 

a. The Ruling Type 

In this type, people possess a dominating attitude toward the 

outside world and confront the major life tasks in a hostile, 

antisocial manner.  

b. The Getting Type 

This type shows how people relate to the outside world. 

People’s main concern in life is getting as much as possible 

from others. It is depending on the other to satisfy most their 

need. Adler means that “they possess a low degree of activity, 

however they are not likely to hurt others” (Feist, 1985: 75).  

c. The Avoiding Type 

This type shows that they are characterized by an attitude of 

avoidance. Feist argues that “their life is marked by the socially 

useless behavior of running away from the task of life” (Feist, 

1985: 76). In other words, people have neither sufficient social 

interest nor activity to solve their own problems. Their goal is 

to sidestep all problems in life, thereby avoiding any possibility 

of failure. 

d. The Socially Useful type 

Person with this type expresses a genuine concern for and 

fellowship with other people. Adler states that “efforts to solve 
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life’s problem in a manner beneficial to society. This person 

surely identifies three major problems: neighborly love, sexual 

love, and occupation” (Feist, 1985: 76). It means that the 

person realizes that solving these major tasks requires 

cooperation, personal courage, and willingness to contribute to 

the welfare of others.  

 

6. Creative Self 

Adler maintains that “the style of life is shaped by the person’s 

creative power” (in Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 150). In other word, 

each person is empowered with the freedom to create his or her own 

life-style. Adler also insisted that “this creative power is responsible 

for the final goal, and contributes to the development of social interest 

(Feist 1985: 77).   

The concept of the creative self places the responsibility for the 

individual’s personality into his own hands. Adler sees that “the 

individual as responsible for himself”. He attempts to show the person 

that he cannot blame others or uncontrollable forces for his current 

condition.  
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C. Strategy in Successful Business 

According to Vadim Kotelnikov in his articles, strategy is “a set of 

analytic techniques for understanding and influencing company’s position in 

the market place”.  

According to Cravens (2000: 24) there are some components of strategy, 

they are: deciding corporate vision, objectives, capabilities, business 

composition, structure, system, and processes, and corporate advantage.  

1. Deciding Corporate Vision 

Cravens states that management vision defines “what the corporation 

is and what it does and provides important guidelines for managing and 

improving the corporation” (Cravens, 2000: 25).  It also defines strategic 

choices about where the firm is going in the future, choices that take into 

account company capabilities, resources, opportunities, and problems, 

establish the vision of the enterprise. Developing strategies for 

sustainable competitive advantage, implementing them, and adjusting the 

strategies to respond to new environmental requirement is a continuing 

process. The corporate vision may, over time, be changed because of 

problems or opportunities identified by monitoring (Cravens, 2000: 25).  

 

2. Objectives  

According to Craven (2000: 26) objectives need to be set so that the 

performance of the enterprise can be gauged. Corporate objectives may 

be established in the following areas: marketing, innovation, resources, 
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productivity, social responsibility, and finance. The examples include 

growth and market-share expectations, improving product quality, 

employee training and development, new-product targets, return on 

invested capital, earnings growth rates, debt limits, energy-reduction 

objectives, and pollution standards. Objectives are set a several levels in 

an organization beginning with those indicating the enterprise’s overall 

objectives. It also defines companies are using more than financial 

measures to evaluate longer-term strategic objectives, and nonfinancial 

measures for short-term budgets. (Cravens, 2000: 26).  

3. Capabilities 

Cravens also states that “the important to place a company’s 

strategic focus on its distinctive capabilities. These capabilities may offer 

the organization the potential to compete in different markets, provide 

significant value to end-user customers, and create barriers to competitor 

duplication (Cravens, 2000: 26).” It also defines that distinctive 

capabilities are important in shaping the organization’s strategy. In 

contrast to the diversification wave of the 1970s, many companies are 

deciding what they do best and concentrating their efforts on these 

distinctive capabilities. A key strategy issue is matching capabilities to 

market opportunities. Capabilities that can be leveraged into different 

markets are particularly valuable. (Cravens, 2000: 26). 
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4. Business Composition 

Composition of the business is helpful in both corporate and 

marketing strategy design. In many other firms it is useful to separate the 

business into parts to facilitate strategic analyses and planning. When 

firms are serving multiple markets with different products, grouping 

similar business areas together aids decision making. Business segment, 

group, or division designations are used to identify the major areas of 

business of a diversified corporation (Cravens, 2000: 27).  

5. Structure, Systems, and Process 

Structure determines the composition of the corporation. Systems are 

the formal policies and procedures that enable the organization to 

operate. “A business design is the totality  of how a company selects its 

customers, defines and differentiates its offerings, defines the tasks it will 

perform itself and those it will outsource, configures its resources, goes 

to market, creates utility for customers, and captures profit” (Cravens, 

2000: 28) 

6. Corporate Advantage 

Corporate strategy looks at whether the strategy components create 

value through multimarket activity. The strategic issues include 

evaluating the extent to which a business contributes benefits somewhere 

in corporation, benefits minus costs, and whether the corporation creates 

more value for the business that might be created by another owner 

(Cravens, 2000: 28).  
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The chief marketing executive’s business strategy responsibilities 

include: (1) participating in strategy formulation, and (2) developing 

marketing strategies that are consistent with business strategy priorities. 

Successful businesses actually can be found operating in very demanding 

market and competitive environments. They tend to be motivated to 

improve their business to be the first products in their world as a life’s 

goal (Cravens, 2000: 29) 

 

D. Structural Elements of the Novel 

1. Character and Characterization 

Character is a part of fiction. Character is someone who plays in a 

show or story. Kennedy defines character as “an imagined person who 

inhabits a story therefore they cannot be expected to have all attribute of 

real human beings” (Kennedy, 1983: 45). Meanwhile, Characterization is 

the process by which the researcher reveals the personality of a character. 

Character can be divided into two types, namely major character and 

minor character. The major character belong the familiar as well as 

important character in the novel that takes part of the story. Thus, the 

minor character consists of character that supports the major character to 

make them more alive. Kennedy states that “minor characters are the 

characters which exist to support the major character and make the story 

more convincing and life like (Kennedy, 1983: 45).  
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2. Setting  

Setting is really important to create real impressions at the story for 

readers will be able to create circumstances as if the story really happens. 

Setting may help the readers in developing their imagination about the 

story. 

Setting of a literary work consists of two broader setting. Firstly is 

setting of place that is work of fiction in which the place is classified as 

example of locale color region. Secondly is setting of time. In many 

works of fiction the time is very important especially in the historical 

fiction (Kennedy, 1983: 32). In other word, setting should be to form 

certain plot and theme which are interrelated to its place, time, area, and 

certain characters with own characterization (Fananie, 2000: 98). 

3. Plot  

Kennedy defines plot as “whatever happens in the story, more 

exactly referring to the author’s particular arrangement of event” 

(Kennedy, 1983: 824).  Stanton states that “the plot is important to build 

the story in a novel. Plot is a series of events in a story” (Stanton, 2007: 

26). Plot is divided into three. The first is plot structure which includes; 

complication, climax and resolution. Second is causality and the last is 

plausibility.  
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a. Plot Structure 

1) Exposition 

Kennedy defines exposition as “opening portion that sets 

the scene, introduces the main character, tells what happened 

before they story opened and provides any other background 

information that we need in order to understand and care about 

event to follow” (Kennedy, 1983: 15). 

2) Complication 

Klarer defines complication is “the conflict which 

produces suspense and eventually leads to a climax” (Klarer, 

1999: 15). Meanwhile, complication is “the conflict, which 

leads to the other conflicts” (Kennedy, 1983: 15). Conflict 

itself is divided into two parts, there are: internal conflict is the 

conflict appeared from character himself, while external 

conflict involves the conflict between characters one another.  

3) Climax 

Koesnoesooebroto (1988: 36) argues that climax is “the 

point of highest emotional intensity”. He also said that climax 

is “a point at which the fortune of the protagonist changes for 

the better or the worse or at which the protagonist undergoes a 

change of heart or mind” Koesnoesooebroto (1988: 44). 
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4) Resolution  

The resolution is the outcome of the conflict (Klarer, 

1998: 9).  It means the outcome of the story that the novel 

usually ends. The author gives solution in this part. 

 

b. Causality  

Causality is the relationship between cause and effect. It means 

that what happen earlier become the causes of what happen next.  

 

c. Plausibility  

Plausibility related to possibility to happen. However, the 

author creates the story based on her own world. She is not indeed 

in fictional world. The story may be plausible to happen in real life.  

 

4.  Point of View 

 According to Kennedy, point of view is “the identification of the 

narrator of the story, describing any part he plays in the events and any 

limit placed upon his knowledge (Kennedy, 1983: 18).” Klarer states that” 

point of view relates with how the author tells story. The term point of 

view, or narrative perspective, characterizes the way in which a text 

presents person, events and setting (Klarer, 1999: 21). There are two kinds 

of point of view utilized in literary work, they are: participant or first 

person and non participant or third person. The author will appear in the 
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event of the story, when the author is participant. It is divided into two; 

author as a major character, and author as minor character. Then, non-

participant can be divided into three sorts. First is omnicient, the author 

sees into the minds of all character, and can tell the reader the thoughts of 

any character. The last is objective, the author does not enter the mind of 

any character but describes event from the outside. 

4. Style 

Style is the particular ways of managing and arranging words into 

sentences. There are some parts of style such as grammatical structure, 

sentence construction, diction, figurative language, imagery, and 

symbolism.  

 

5. Theme  

Kennedy illustrates that “the theme needs not to be moral or message, 

it may be what the story is about” (Kennedy 1983: 103). The viewers can 

take a moral message from a story by knowing a theme. 

 

E. Theoretical Application 

This research employs the individual psychology theory by Alfred Adler 

to analyze the novel. It focuses on the Rie-Omura’s strategy to be successful 

in running sake business in Joyce Lebra’s The Scent of Sake.  

There are some steps in analyzing the novel. Firstly, the analysis begins 

from the structural elements of the novel which consists of character and 
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characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, theme. Secondly, the writer 

applies theory of individual psychology that is appropriate to analyze the 

personality and her struggle to manage the strategy of successful sake 

business. It can be done toward the narration and the thought of the character. 

Those steps will answer the research objective.  
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CHAPTER III 

STRUCTURAL ANALYSIS OF THE NOVEL 

This chapter contains the structural analysis of Joyce Lebra’s The 

Scent of Sake novel. In this chapter the researcher gives a brief explanation 

of the structural elements of the novel. This chapter is divided into two parts 

that is the structural elements and the discussion. The structural elements of 

the novel include character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, 

style and theme. 

A. Structure Elements of The Scent of Sake Novel 

1. Character and Characterization 

Character is a part of fiction. Character is someone who plays in a 

show or story. Kennedy defines character as “an imagined person who 

inhabits a story therefore they cannot be expected to have all attribute of 

real human beings” (Kennedy, 1983: 45). Meanwhile, Characterization 

is the process by which the researcher reveals the personality of a 

character. Character can be divided into two types, namely major 

character and minor character. The major character belong the familiar 

as well as important character in the novel that takes part of the story. 

Thus, the minor character consists of character that supports the major 

character to make them more alive. Kennedy states that “minor 

characters are the characters which exist to support the major character 

and make the story more convincing and life like (Kennedy, 1983: 45).  
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After analyzing The Scent of Sake novel, the researchers tries to 

classify the characters based on the basis of importance and the number 

of characters into two: the major characters are Rie-Omura, Kinzaemon, 

Hana, Jihei, Yoshitaro, Seisaburo, Eitaro. Then, the minor characters 

are Kin, O-natsu, Kikuji Yamaguchi, O-Toki, Sunao, Kinnosuke. 

1) Major Characters 

a) Rie-Omura 

Rie-Omura is a woman and she lives in Kobe, Tokyo. She 

is the first child of Kinzaemon and Hana. She is the daughter of 

renowned businessman sake who marries mukoyoshi named 

Jihei. Physically, she has large eyes and arresting her teeth 

protruded slightly and she has long, black and thick hair.  

“Then she scratched under the cotton scarf that held 

back her long thick hair and shifted on the rush mat 

on which she was kneeling.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 

 

 “She sighed. Although her eyes were large and 

arresting, her teeth protruded slightly, there was no 

denying. She knew she was not a beauty, in the 

classical sense.”  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 9) 

 

When she was nineteen years old, her parents wanted her to 

get married to continue generations of sake businesses by 

adopting a mukoyoshi or adoption husband. She tries to comply 

with all the rules applied by her parents. As a woman, Rie 

always wants to see her father happy. 
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Mentally, Rie-Omura is intelligent and competent in a wide 

range of business solutions to the family’s sake. She was able to 

write with expertise abacus, because not everyone can do that. 

“She was proud that she could write and use the 

abacus, skills not common to every woman in 

brewing families.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 85-86) 

 

Because of her intelligence, she becomes a woman who is 

full of ambition to demonstrate that she is able to bring the 

house of Omura sake produce the best sake in Japan.  

“Whatever was necessary to ensure the birth of an 

heir she would do, must do, for the house. That was 

not only her obligation, but her atonement for the 

lapse that had ended her brother’s life. Yes, she 

would fulfill her obligation. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 18) 

 

 Moreover, when Yamaguchi took over part of the market 

share of Omura family, she is ambitious to do something for the 

sake restore her family’s honor.  

“She had to do something, somehow, to redeem the 

status of the house and to prove that the Omura House 

was superior to the Yamaguchi House.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 13) 

 

Rie has been introduced to her father’s business since she 

was a child. She often saw and heard quietly on her family 

business. Moreover, she has a reliable business instinct because 

she is able to think about the variety of solutions including 
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business activities of her family’s sake and it was proven that 

she managed to increase sales of sake.  

“But I have an idea, Kin-san.” Rie picked up a writing 

brush and twirled it between her fingers before 

continuing. It was important to appear nonchalant. 

“Our shipping to the Edo market has been going well, 

hasn’t it?” 

Kin nodded. “Yes, perhaps better than we 

anticipated.” 

“Wouldn’t this be a good time, then, to expand our 

shipments to Edo, to try to sell, say another twenty 

percent in that growing market? Can’t we take 

advantage of it and recover the ten percent of our 

market we lost to Yamaguchi?” Rie stopped to look 

intently at Kin. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 24-25) 

 

 

Rie always has brilliant ideas, when her husband has 

children from a geisha, she raises her children so that one day 

that child can send her out, marry her into another brewing 

family. She did it for the continuation of the Omura family. 

“I’m wondering, Father,” Rie said as she patted Fumi 

on her lap, “what if we took in this child as we have 

Yoshi, though of course she wouldn’t inherit or be 

heir. Couldn’t we raise her as our own, then send her 

out, marry her into another brewing family? That way 

we’d be expanding our connections, our enterprise.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 109-110) 

 

Rie has self-confidence and a strong sense of optimism. 

She also has a big dream to succeed his father’s sake business to 

be number one in Japan.  

 “Rie smiled to herself and walked back to the 

kitchen. She’d been right! Now she knew she had 

what it took to make her father’s dream a reality.” 
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(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 14) 

 

Morally, Rie is responsible for whatever is around her, 

especially for her parents.  

“Understand me, she longed to say. See me as doing 

my best for you and the house. But she couldn’t say 

it.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 

 

Finally, because of Rie’s tenacity, she successfully puts 

everything on the line for the benefit of the Omura house and 

company.  

“Mother, I always keep track of accounts now. Kin 

realizes that I need to know where we stand. And he 

says our finances have improved since I have been 

following them and making suggestions. Father 

doesn’t need to know.” She smiled proudly.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 42) 

 

Rie includes brave people. It seems when the samurai 

trying to fill the streets because they had run out of power to pay 

debts and threatening the neighbors to give rice. By the time 

when the samurai had to shout at the door, she tried to get them 

to back off. 

“Rie stood in his path, her heart pounding. “Step 

back! You’ll get nothing until you sheath your 

sword,” she shouted. 

He staggered and made two attempts to insert his 

sword in its scabbard before he succeeded. 

“Kinno-san, bring a bag of rice!” she ordered. “Eitaro, 

help Yoshi and call Tama,” she shouted to a clerk.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 260) 

 

She is a strong woman. It seems when she makes wooden 

sake barrels.  
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“That day she had knelt in the frigid courtyard 

scrubbing the wooden sake barrels, barrels so large 

they had to be lifted by ropes and pulleys. She gripped 

the big brush in both hands and scrubbed back and 

forth, back and forth until her muscles ached.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 

 

 

b) Kinzaemon 

Kinzaemon is Rie’s father who was born in Kobe, Tokyo. 

He was head of the Omura’s House and he takes hold of 

renowned businessman of sake.  

Physically, he is 50 years old and it indicates with white 

chicken-feather eyebrows he has.  

“…thrust into the sleeves of the indigo work kimono 

he always wore. His white chicken-feather eyebrows 

were dusted with frost and seemed to stand erect in 

anger.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 

 

“You know you will be house head as soon as Father 

retires,” she said hesitantly. “And it isn’t far off now. 

He is fifty. So is Kin, therefore we may have a double 

retirement.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 22) 

 

 

Mentally, he is extrovert person. It seems when he catches 

Rie who comes near to kura or wooden structures where sake is 

brewed. 

“Rie! Haven’t I warned you to stay away from the 

brewery door? It’s too dangerous to be so close to the 

kura, brewing building, and washing barrels is not 

your responsibility.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 
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He represented all nine generations of the ancestors. When 

her son died, all the dreams and hopes are vanished. But after 

weeks of grieving, he had uttered the portentous words that 

would change her life. 

“So now, Rie, the future of the Omura House rests 

with you. You alone are the one who will maintain 

the honor and prosperity of the house. Remember, 

this is a heavy responsibility.” 

  (The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 

 

Sometimes, he seems imperious for the sake of his sake 

business.  

“Knowing about the brewery will help your husband 

in the future, the house. I want our brewery to be 

number one,” her father had always said. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 4) 

c) Hana 

Hana is female. She is Kinzaemon’s wife and she is Rie’s 

mother. Physically, Hana has a nose like Kyoto aristocratic, 

nose that become a distinctive mark of a noblewoman from the 

old town. She also inherits the best look for a woman. 

“Rie glanced again at her mother’s face with its 

patrician Kyoto nose, the distinctive downward curve 

that marked aristocratic women from the old capital. 

It was known that someone in Hana’s family had had 

a liaison with a Kyoto woman. Rie’s mother had 

inherited the woman’s best feature.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 6) 

She has a face that is shaded that never showed various 

problems behind her. 
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“She opened the sliding screen with both hands, 

bowed, and glanced at her mother’s refined face, a 

face that did not reveal the manifold concerns behind 

it.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 4-5) 

She is a woman who is friendly, flexible and skilled in the 

work.  

“Hana snipped a thread and looked at her work 

critically. She had tried to show Rie the lock stitch, 

but Rie could not sew stitches as fine as her mother’s 

and always felt awkward and inadequate when faced 

with a sewing task.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 5) 

However, she rarely showed their concern for Rie because 

she wants her daughter to always be brave and strong in facing 

problems in life.  

“Hana leaned forward slightly. “And you must try to 

be a good wife, Rie. Be compliant. Your feelings must 

not intrude.” Hana put down her sewing and looked at 

Rie’s face. “Women often find it necessary to ‘kill the 

self.’ Otherwise life becomes too difficult.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 7) 

d) Jihei 

Jihei is a man who becomes mukoyoshi or husband 

adopted to carry on the family business for Rie. After a tragic 

accident involving her young brother, Rie becomes the sole heir 

of the company. Instead of marrying out, her husband comes to 

live with the family and trains to take over the White Tiger. But 

it is an arranged marriage and the two never hit it off.  
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Physically, he has a big nose and hairy eyes upright and 

straight-bodied like Kinzaemon.  

“She recalled a boy with a large nose and eyebrows 

that stood up straight like her father’s. Not the 

handsomest of clerks by any means.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 7) 

Mentally, Jihei is not a smart figure in the sake business. 

He does not have the business sense that Rie has.  

“He pulled at his collar uncomfortably. “But twenty 

percent? Isn’t that quite risky? Shouldn’t we start 

more gradually, say five percent?” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 26) 

“Rie kicked at the wall. So Jihei would resist any 

forward move by White Tiger. How could he be a 

worthy successor to the house with so little business 

acumen? What would become of her father’s dream? 

The dream she’d vowed to uphold. She closed her 

eyes and forced herself to think. She would somehow 

have to intervene, so that her father wouldn’t realize 

he had made a poor choice in Jihei. That Jihei could 

not be worthy of the house Rie had no doubt now. 

And that he had been a poor choice for a husband, she 

was certain.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 26) 

He feels alienated and finds comfort with geisha. He is 

also very cunning. It can be seen when at the time Jihei feels 

unappreciated because his opinion is always rejected by Rie, he 

does revenge by destroying the sake business by changing the 

sake sour. So that the entire inventory of sake shattered and 

cannot be helped. 

O-Toki yawned. “Ah, what happened about your plan 

to cut back on your wife’s production increase?” She 

glanced at Jihei. “Oh, it worked better than I thought. 
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Actually I thought only one kura would go sour, but 

all three did. The whole cellar was spoiled. Couldn’t 

be helped.” He closed his eyes and smiled at the 

thought of his successful revenge against Rie. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 177) 

 

2) Minor Character 

a. Kin 

Kin is a man who was a chief clerk in the Omura’s sake 

house as well as operational managers of the entire white tiger 

activity.   

Physically, he is fifty years old and he has teeth protruding 

forward and simple look.  

“You know you will be house head as soon as Father 

retires,” she said hesitantly. “And it isn’t far off now. 

He is fifty. So is Kin, therefore we may have a double 

retirement.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 22) 

 

“A spare spidery figure of a man, prominent front 

teeth barely covered by his lips.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 21) 

Mentally, Kin is known as a competent person in thinking 

about strategies to drive sake business. He has much better view 

of the future.  

“Kin nodded and scratched his cheek. “You may be 

right. Yes, far less risk in money lending, gold-silver 

exchange too. They are traditionally safe, and we 

always get a faster return on the financial side. More 

secure too. I’ll take it up with your father and 

husband.” 

Rie nodded. “You know my husband seems much 

more cautious in business than you or Father. Or than 

I am.” She bit her lip. She knew Kin understood. 
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“That’s the survival strategy of smaller houses, O-

Josama. They can’t afford the risks we can. It’s often 

written in their house rules: ‘take no unnecessary 

risks.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 58) 
 

Socially, Kin is a very humble man. It shows when he 

becomes acquainted with Jihei, he bent lower which means that 

he is very polite.    

“This is Jihei Okamoto, Rie’s new husband and my 

successor,” Kinzaemon said. “Now we have a man 

to succeed me.” Rie bit her lip as she heard this. 

Kin bowed lower than Jihei, as was appropriate. 

“Good.” He nodded to Kinzaemon and Jihei.” 

  (The Scent of Sake, 2009: 21) 

b. O-Natsu 

O-natsu is a woman who works as a maid in the Omura’s 

family. She is a faithful family servant. Physically, she has a 

plump body and chubby cheeks like apples.  

“Oh, there you are,” said a smiling plump maid 

whose apple cheeks bespoke her country origins. O-

Natsu held out a cup of tea to warm Rie’s hands. “O-

Josama,” O-Natsu said, using the title reserved for 

the younger woman of the house, “your mother 

wants to see you. She is in her room waiting.” She 

bowed again. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 4) 

Mentally, she always delivers the important news no 

matter what happens outside of Omura House. One of the 

important news itself is about Rie’s husband who is close to a 

geisha.  
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“Tell us!” Hana said, speaking sharply. 

O-Natsu looked at the floor and took a deep breath. 

“They say Rie’s husband is friendly with a geisha, 

O-Toki, and that she is going to have a child.” On 

the verge of tears, O-Natsu put her hands to her face. 

Rie and Hana both looked at O-Natsu. Rie’s mouth 

opened and she frowned. 

Hana gasped. “Are you certain, O-Natsu?” 

“I’m told there is no doubt. She is due in a few 

weeks.” ONatsu looked down again and bowed 

apologetically. 

“Thank you, O-Natsu,” Hana said, more gently. 

“You may be excused now.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 43) 

c. Kikuji Yamaguchi 

Yamaguchi is a strong brewer competitor of Omura’s sake 

house.  

Physically, his body is like Kinzaemon. He has a great body 

like wrestlers.  

Mentally, he is an arrogant man. He is always tries to 

drop Omura family. He swaggered and belched as he walked, 

and boasted loudly that Ogre-Killer would soon be the number 

one brand of sake in Japan.  

“Kinzaemon overheard him say “Huh! She’s 

marrying Jihei Okamoto. Some choice! What can he 

do for White Tiger? Well, so much the better for 

us!” Yamaguchi gloated. During the previous year 

he had succeeded in capturing ten percent of White 

Tiger’s market, a serious blow in the competitive 

world of the brewers.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 12)  
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He is also a braggart man. He always comments on 

anything that is done by the Omura family, including when he 

comments on marriage of Rie and Jihei.  

“Yamaguchi could have nothing bad to say about the 

marriage. But everyone knew Yamaguchi was 

always bragging.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 13)  

d. O-Toki 

She is a young woman. She is Jihei’s favorite geisha and 

mother of Yoshitaro.  

Physically, she has a beautiful face. She has a white neck 

and smooth face. She is an erotic woman.   

“As she filled the three small cups she took in the 

features that set Masami apart from his friends: the 

finely chiseled chin, the skin that seemed almost 

luminous, the wavy hair, and the compelling black 

eyes that seemed to penetrate her inner being.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 115)  

 

She also has a good chin that is sculpted and skin that looks 

glow. Her hair is wavy and beautiful. Then, she has charming 

black eyes. 

“…a young woman whose impeccable grooming and 

stark white face and neck only enhanced the sinuous 

eroticism that she exuded.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 37)  
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e. Sunao 

Sunao is Rie’s friend. She is very kind. It is shown when Rie 

shares about her worries because she has no become pregnant yet. 

Then, Sunao gives her attention to her and gives the solutions.  

“I know this trouble you, Rie-chan, and I’m so sorry. 

Maybe an herbalist can help. They seem to have 

powders with magical properties.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 62)  

f. Kinnosuke 

Kinnosuke is a man. He is Omura’s successor. He was 

chosen by Kin to help and continue his work.  

Mentally, he is smart in doing a work. He is not only carrying 

out orders, but taking charge in an emergency, when something 

goes wrong.  

“Kinnosuke nodded. “Yes, I’ve been dealing with 

them these last few years, but you know they guard 

their secrets, we all do. Well, I do know one of the 

girls working there. Maybe I can learn something 

from her. She may tell me, if she knows.” 

“Don’t delay, Kinno. But do your inquiring 

discretely,” Rie warned. 

He bowed as he left. “I’ll be back as soon as possible.” 
(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 143)  

He has a sense of timing too. 

“Kinno nodded after each of Rie’s sentences. “We 

have good connections in Nihonbashi. Yes, I’d like 

to go before other brewers get the idea.” 

“Especially Yamaguchi. Then leave as soon as you 

can, Kinnosan.” Rie fanned herself rapidly, then 

replaced her fan in her obi, avoiding the growing 

resentment she saw in Yoshi’s eyes.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 243)  



42 

 

He also has new ideas to increase sake business. It is 

proven when the sake become sour and damage.  

“How about buying from several small brewers who 

have little or no brand recognition beyond their local 

areas?” Kinno asked. 

“Excellent idea, Kinno!” Rie cried. “Yes, we could 

sell in our barrels under our label, using sake 

blended from several small brewers. It would be a 

new product that way.” She tapped her fan on the 

table.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 238)  

e) Yoshitaro 

Yoshitaro is a man. He is the son of Jihei and a geisha, O-

Toki. He is nominated as the next generation of sake brewer. 

Physically, his body is like his father, Kinzaemon.  

Mentally, he is responsible, hard, but remains polite in the 

act.  

“Yoshitaro seemed to take after Kinnosuke’s 

brusque but efficient mannerisms. It was natural 

enough, since Yoshitaro had been trained not by his 

father but by Kinnosuke, and by herself.” 

  (The Scent of Sake, 2009: 184) 

“What happened at the Brewers Association meeting 

last evening?” Rie asked Yoshitaro one morning 

when they were alone. “Did you speak for your 

father?” 

“I did, Mother. It was all right. Father nodded as I 

spoke. I managed to acquire ten more shares. The 

Sumidas were willing to sell. They’ve been having 

difficulties for some time.” 

“Good, Yoshi. I’m glad. 
(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 184) 
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f) Seisaburo 

Seisaburo is a man. He is Rie and Jihei’s son. Mentally, he is 

competent. He has an spirit of business. It is shown when his 

family sake business, he expresses a great idea.  

Seisaburo leaned forward. “Well, I’ve been thinking 

about shipping anyway. We have to negotiate our 

charters every winter.” 

“That’s so,” Rie agreed. 

“Wouldn’t it be better if we had more control over 

shipping?” 

“Of course. 
(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 293) 

 

g) Eitaro 

Eitaro is a man. He is Fumi’s mukoyoshi. Mentally, he is able 

to catch the business opportunity.  

Eitaro cleared his throat. “I was thinking. Could we 

start wholesaling? We have good sources of Yamada 

Nishiki rice. This would give us extra funds we 

could use for buying a ship or two.” 

“We have no choice about ships. We have to counter 

Yamaguchi’s move,” Rie said. “It’s true that 

wholesaling is more traditional, but also the dealers 

and routes are entrenched. With ships we won’t have 

that kind of opposition, at least from other brewers. 

None of them has gone into buying ships.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 281) 

h) Tama 

Tama is a woman. She is Yoshitaro’s wife. Physically, she 

is not a beautiful girl but she seems health and fresh.  

“Yoshitaro frowned. “Such a flat face and large 

mouth.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 191) 

 

She appeared healthy, if not robust, Rie thought.  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 190) 
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Mentally, she is a smart woman. She is help in the office. 

Good working and child-bearing material. 

“And I understand that Tama knows the abacus and 

has helped in the office,” Rie remarked, smiling and 

bowing.  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 190) 

 

She has an appealing calmness of manner, verging on 

refinement. It seems when she was take care of Yoshitaro .  

“Tama returned with a pan of hot water and cloths to 

bathe Yoshitaro’s wound.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 261) 

 

 

2. Setting  

Setting is really important to create real impressions for readers. 

It creates circumstances as if the story really happens. Setting may 

help the readers in developing their imagination about the story.  

Setting of a literary work consists of two broader setting. Firstly 

is setting of place that is work of fiction in which the place is 

classified as example of locale color region. Secondly is setting of 

time. In many works of fiction the time is very important especially in 

the historical fiction (Kennedy, 1983: 32). In other word, setting 

should be to form certain plot and theme which are interrelated to its 

place, time, area, and certain character with own characterization 

(Fananie, 2000: 98). 
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a. Setting of Place 

Setting of place is the place of the story occurs, the setting of 

place emphasizes the theme which is presented by the director. 

Setting of place in The Scent of Sake novel focuses on some places, 

as follows: 

1) Japan  

a) Kobe 

Kobe is the sixth-largest city in Japan and is the capital city 

of Hyōgo Prefecture on the southern side of the main island of 

Honshū. Most of the story in the The Scent of Sake novel are 

taken in this place. Joyce Lebra takes some places in making 

this novel in Kobe, they are as follows:  

(1) Omura’s House 

(a) In the Kura 

Kura is wooden structures where sake is brewed. It is like 

a big warehouse to make sake. House of sake is not arbitrary 

because in their custom all women should not enter, because 

this sake will damage and smelled sour. 

“…As she did so, she glanced through the misty 

screen of her breath at the door of the brewery and 

inhaled the pungent, mildew smell of yeast, the 

smell that permeated every corner of the drafty old 

wooden house and brewery buildings. Women were 

never to enter the forbidden door that gaped darkly 

before her.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 
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(b) In the office 

The room is used for discussing financial income and 

expenses. Then they discuss strategies for advancing the sake 

business. Besides it, Kin is also introduced and showed to Jihei 

about all of important things are involved in the sale of sake. 

“Rie heard Kin open the ledgers and begin to relate a 

summary of White Tiger’s main suppliers, 

customers, and sales routes to Jihei. She tried to 

remember everything Kin said. “In this ledger here 

you see all our suppliers of Yamada Nishiki rice, 

koji mold, and yeast. And in this one here are all our 

major customers.”  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 22) 

(c) In the butsudan 

Butsudan is a kind of altar to pray. Usually, it was found in 

the temple or in the home. In that place, Rie always takes time to 

pray to ancestors by leaving some offerings.  

“Breakfast finished, Rie hurried to the Butsudan to 

pray to the ancestors, to burn an incense stick, to 

leave rice and a tiny cup of plum wine for her 

mother. She sat unmoving for several minutes before 

the altar, folded hands raised to her chin as she 

prayed, entrusted her mission to the ancestors. They 

would surely be listening.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 89) 

(d) In the dining room 

At that time, Omura big family is having dinner. 

Hana is announces Rie’s pregnancy and it is greeted 

enthusiastically by Kinzaemon. He is very happy because 

there will be heir to continue the Omura family.  
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“Hana put down her chopsticks and straightened. 

“We have an important announcement for the future 

of the house.” She paused and looked from 

Kinzaemon to Jihei, then she continued. “Rie is 

going to have a child, an heir for the house.” 

Rie excitedly awaited her father’s reaction. 

Kinzaemon smiled broadly. “That’s wonderful, Rie. 

A most important child. And you must be especially 

careful of your health now.” She smiled back.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 30) 

(2) In the tea house 

Rie and Jihei are celebrates her wedding reception at the 

Tea House in downtown. The reception is attended by all the 

important figures among the shogunate commissioners, city 

government, and representatives from all sake brewers and 

their wives.  

“The teahouse with the largest garden in the city was 

reserved for the reception. All the city’s luminaries 

were present: shogunal commissioners, town 

officials, and representatives of each of the major 

brewing houses with their wives.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 15) 

(3) In the chrysanthemum festival 

Rie goes to chrysanthemum festival with her cousin, 

Sunao. There, they met in the park they smiled and bowed in 

greeting. They enjoy the variation of chrysanthemum that is 

shown off.  

“At the park she quickly found Sunao and they 

smiled and bowed in greeting, then walked together 

beside the rows of chrysanthemums.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 62) 
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(4) In the Sawaraya  

The Sawaraya is one of the more elegant teahouses where 

patrons could ask their favorite geisha call to come to 

evening’s entertainment. The Sawaraya is Jihei’s refuge. Here 

they treated him with the respect befitting the heir to the 

Omura House. He has asked to an employee for bringing the 

geisha named O-Toki.   In this place, he always wastes time in 

order to have fun with his favorite geisha. 

“Excuse me!” The mellifluous voice of O-Toki 

wafted into the room. Jihei opened his eyes and saw 

her emerge like a vision through the vapor, a young 

woman whose impeccable grooming and stark white 

face and neck only enhanced the sinuous eroticism 

that she exuded. He smiled. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 37) 

(5) In the Ikebana exhibition 

Ikebana exhibition is the flower arrangement exhibition. 

There are so many flowers that are arranged and it is very 

beautiful. Rie really likes various kinds of flowers, but only 

one is her favorite flower, wisteria flower.  

“She turned her attention to an exhibit of her favorite 

flowers, wisteria, and stopped to admire the 

arrangements, some in flat obsidian containers, 

others in white or celadon vases of ingenious shapes, 

of subtle, impeccable taste. She noted most were in 

the prescribed three-part placement of flowers and 

greenery. She tried to remember a few of the most 

striking designs, thinking perhaps she might try her 

hand at them. Such fine art was not something that 

usually occupied her time in the workday of the busy 

brewery.”  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 62) 
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Incidentally, there Rie also meets Saburo Kato. They are 

talk about the arrogant action of Yamaguchi. 

“I heard about the inappropriate remarks made by 

Yamaguchi at your wedding,” he said, glancing at 

Rie. “My father said it was too arrogant, and coming 

from the president of the Brewers Association. I 

hope your father was not upset by the insult to your 

house.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 68)  

b) Kyoto  

Kyoto is a city located in the central part of the island of 

Honshu, Japan. This place is used to manage Rie’s marriages. It 

includes caterers for the reception, weavers and dyers.  

“Preparations for the wedding prompted a steady 

stream of vendors in the office and house of the 

Omuras: caterers for the reception, weavers and 

dyers from Nishijin in Kyoto, and seamstresses 

coming and going in a seemingly unending 

procession each day.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 13) 

c) Edo (Tokyo) 

Edo is former name of Tokyo. This place is where sake is 

sent and sold to another city.  

“Wouldn’t this be a good time, then, to expand our 

shipments to Edo, to try to sell, say another twenty 

percent in that growing market? Can’t we take 

advantage of it and recover the ten percent of our 

market we lost to Yamaguchi?” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 25) 
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b. Setting of Time 

The setting of time in The Scent of Sake novel is in the 

nineteenth century, specifically around century early 1825s until 

1863s. Moreover, it involves the years, months, weeks, day, time 

and season such as next morning, tomorrow, one evening, one 

night, etc.  

“Rie’s wedding, her father told her, would be 

remembered in Kobe as a major event of the year 

1825.”  

“For the next two years, Rie and Jihei called an 

uneasy truce. One evening, when Kinzaemon had 

retired early and the children were all in bed, Rie 

and Jihei sat at the diningtable together, something 

that seldom happened.” 

“One evening in 1863 the shoji to the office opened 

abruptly and Eitaro rushed in, panting.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 4) 

 

2. Plot 

Kennedy defines plot as “whatever happens in the story, more 

exactly referring to the author’s particular arrangement of event” 

(Kennedy, 1983: 824).  Stanton states that “the plot is important to 

build the story in a novel. Plot is a series of events in a story” 

(Stanton, 2007: 26). Plot is divided into three. The first is plot 

structure which includes; complication, climax and resolution. Second 

is causality and the last is plausibility.  

a. Plot Structure 

1) Exposition 
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Kennedy defines exposition as “opening portion that sets 

the scene, introduces the main character, tells what happened 

before they story opened and provides any other background 

information that we need in order to understand and care about 

event to follow” (Kennedy, 1983: 15). 

The exposition of this novel is shown when the researcher 

presents the introduction of the main character, Rie-Omura 

with the actual conflicts that follow. First, the exposition 

happens in the first part that tells about Rie-Omura who will be 

married with her unknown man. Hana, her mother does it to 

continue Omura’s sake business generation.  

“It was a day Rie would never forget, the day her 

mother told her who her husband would be.  

Rie glanced again at her mother, and lowered her 

eyes. This must be why her mother had called her. 

“You are close to twenty now, and it’s high time we 

were serious about your marriage. And we have 

several good candidates. Your father and I are 

especially interested in the Okamoto son, Jihei. He 

has been apprenticed to the Ohara house, so we 

know he has had excellent training, and the reports 

we hear are good.” 

Jihei? 

Rie looked up in alarm. She tried to remember what 

Jihei looked like. She knew he was one of the clerks 

who came on errands to the office.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 

 

2) Complication 

Klarer defines complication as “the conflict which produces 

suspense and eventually leads to a climax” (Klarer, 1999: 15). 

Meanwhile, complication is “the conflict, which leads to the 
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other conflicts” (Kennedy, 1983: 15). Conflict itself is divided 

into two parts, there are: internal conflict is the conflict appeared 

from character himself, while external conflict involves the 

conflict between characters one another.  

There are some external conflicts happened in The Scent of 

Sake novel. The first conflict happens between Rie and her 

husband, Jihei. Jihei gets anger from Rie because he has ruined 

sake business by making the sake sour.  

“Now I know your true colors at last,” she snapped. 

She leaned forward. “I understand that it was you 

who ruined our sake. It has become the talk of the 

geisha houses, I hear.” Rie’s words split the air in 

staccato syllables. “What were you thinking, trying 

to ruin our house? It wasn’t enough that you were 

drinking yourself into idiocy.” She breathed rapidly 

and tried to loosen her obi. Jihei gasped and 

reddened, swaying on his zabuton. “But . . . I. . . .” 

“You are no longer head of the house. You have 

brought us dishonor and disgrace, nearly caused our 

financial ruin. As of now Yoshitaro is head of the 

house. I do not wish to see you in the house again. 

Get out!” She spat out the icy words in controlled 

cadences, then turned to face the Butsudan.  

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 192-193) 

The second conflict happens between Rie and her mother, 

Hana. Hana does not like Rie’s constant involvement in the 

affairs of sake business, because Hana thinks that it intimidates 

Jihei.  

“Well, Rie, I’m afraid this may be the result of your 

constant involvement in the affairs of the house. 

Maybe you are intimidating Jihei. As I’ve said, a 

mukoyoshi often feels a stranger in his new home. 
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You know, his position is not so different from a 

bride’s.” 

“Yes, Mother . . . but he is from a brewing house 

too. What we do is no mystery to him.” Her voice 

rose slightly. “And I know our family traditions 

better than he does, so I’ve tried to help him ever 

since we were married. This is what you and Father 

trained me to do, isn’t it?” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 44) 

 

The third conflict is between Rie and the samurai. The 

samurai tried to fill the streets because they had run out of 

power to pay debts and threatening the neighbors to give rice. 

By the time when the samurai had to shout at the door, she tries 

to get them to back off. 

“Rie stood in his path, her heart pounding. “Step 

back! You’ll get nothing until you sheath your 

sword,” she shouted. 

He staggered and made two attempts to insert his 

sword in its scabbard before he succeeded. 

“Kinno-san, bring a bag of rice!” she ordered. “Eitaro, 

help Yoshi and call Tama,” she shouted to a clerk.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 260) 

 

Next, the following is internal complication that emerges 

from character himself; the first, internal conflict comes when 

Rie was nineteen years old. She thinks that her life is always 

limited and not considered her presence. Her father never gives 

a chance to her to help the family business. It includes when she 

is cleaning sake barrels near the kura. 

“Understand me, she longed to say. See me as doing 

my best for you and the house. But she couldn’t say 

it.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 
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The second internal conflict happens when her mother asks 

Rie to kill her feelings. She is should be married with a 

mukoyoshi to continue the family business.  

“That night Rie sat musing in front of her dressing 

cabinet. “Kill the self,” her mother had said. How 

would it ever be possible to kill the self and still 

continue to live, to survive, she wondered?” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 8) 

 

The third internal conflict happens when Jihei is carrying a 

male baby who is his son and a geisha, O-Toki. Rie who knows 

about it, feels sad because she could not give offspring to 

continue the family business.  

“She bit her lip so hard she tasted blood. Yes, her 

parents were always sure to mention her 

understanding. She felt a sense of desperation 

overcome her. She slumped on the zabuton and when 

her father left the room she felt tears starting. She 

rocked back and forth, overcome, desolate, that her 

father had now deserted her.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 51) 

 

3) Climax 

Koesnoesooebroto (1988: 36) states that climax is “the 

point of highest emotional intensity”. He also says that climax 

is “a point at which the fortune of the protagonist changes for 

the better or the worse or at which the protagonist undergoes a 

change of heart or mind” Koesnoesooebroto (1988: 44).  

Climax in The Scent of Sake novel happens in the 

evening in 1863. The Choshu radicals and the loyalist samurai 

had gone so far as to bombard English ships passing through 
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the straits of Shimonoseki. The shoguns had retaliated, joined 

by Satsuma and Aizu forces in a punitive expedition against 

Choshu. Choshu samurai had been driven out of the imperial 

capital in Kyoto.  

“Yoshitaro put down his chopsticks. “What seems 

certain is that Satsuma and Choshu are in control 

there now, supporting the emperor. And they’ve got 

some samurai from Hizen and Tosa with them. The 

shogun has retired, without a major battle, just some 

skirmishes in Aizu and the south. Those samurai 

were mostly bluster and swagger anyway, attacking 

unarmed individuals,” he added, looking down.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 286) 

Therefore, the shoguns, daimyo, and samurai were all 

indigent, unable to pay their debts, this was the first time they 

had entered their neighborhood. They threat to around 

residents, including in the Omura house. Yoshitaro are trying 

to evict the samurai immediately slammed into the door, his 

arms and legs were already covered in blood due to the blade 

of a samurai sword. After that incident, forces his legs to be cut 

because of a serious injury. This makes Yoshitaro lost 

enthusiasm to continue the family sake business. 

“Eitaro, what brings you here?” Rie said before he 

could catch his breath. “Samurai, Mother! They’re 

roaming the streets tonight!” 

Rie jumped up. “Samurai? In the streets?” She 

gasped. She knew the shoguns, daimyo, and samurai 

were all indigent, unable to pay their debts, and that 

many ronin, masterless samurai, were on the loose, 

but this was the first time they had entered their 

neighborhood. 
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“Board up all the doors!” she ordered. “Everyone! 

Quickly!” 

Eitaro, Kinnosuke, and three clerks ran to the doors 

of the kura, house, and office.” 

“Get out! We’re hardworking merchants!” 

“That’s Yoshi’s voice! Open the door! Quickly!” 

Rie cried. Kinnosuke and Eitaro fumbled with the 

latch. A shout, followed by a chilling scream, 

pierced the air as the door slid open. Yoshitaro 

lurched through the door and sprawled across the 

threshold, blood soaking through his kimono. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 259-260) 

 

4) Resolution  

The resolution is the outcome of the conflict (Klarer, 

1998: 9).  It means the outcome of the story that the novel 

usually ends. The author gives solution in this part. The 

resolution of the The Scent of Sake is, from that accident, the 

government announces a public proclamation. It’s all about a 

new form of economic organization or a joint stock company. 

Omura House does something in order to save and increase 

their business. Then, White Tiger successfully organized the 

first brewery-owned shipping company. White Tiger was 

number one in all Japan. Finally, Rie and her family live in 

happiness.  

“The Omura ships now numbered six, and other 

brewers had followed their lead in purchasing ships 

of their own. Perhaps it was time to take another step 

in the shipping venture that had proven so 

successful. It was a matter of organization, a 

business issue, a way of deploying resources most 

efficiently. White Tiger was number one in all 

Japan”  
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(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 302) 

 

 

b. Causality 

Causality is the relationship between cause and effect. It 

means that what happen earlier become the causes of what happen 

next. There are some causalities in this novel: (1) Rie is scolded 

by her father when she is cleaning the sake barrels (2) Toichi is 

die (3) Rie is married to Jihei although they do not love each 

other (4) Fire in the kura (5) Rie reveals her ideas to buy from 

several small brewers (6) Omura White Tiger is organize the first 

brewery-owned shipping company. 

Every event in the story has effect to other events. It appeares 

correlated one to another. When Rie is nineteen years old, she is 

scolded by her father when cleaning the barrels of sake. Her 

father thinks that it is not her responsibility. She wants to show 

that she can do it and also as atonement because her brother, 

Toichi died. Because of Toichi has died, her parents ask her to 

marry with mukoyoshi named Jihei to continue her father’s 

business. From the beginning, they do not love each other, and 

Rie also doubts with his. Jihei who is sly tries to destroy the sake, 

it was until three kuras that sour and damage. She knows it and 

extrudes him. Rie issued her ideas to buy from several small 

brewers and sake of Omura House still survives. Finally, White 

Tiger organized the first brewery-owned shipping company. 
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c. Plausibility 

Plausibility related to possibility to happen. However, the 

author creates the story based on her own world. She is not indeed 

in fictional world. The story may be plausible to happen in real 

life.  

In The Scent of Sake novel there is plausibility. In the early 

story Rie is introduced as a woman who wants to show to her 

father that she can do her father’s business. She realizes that she 

should be responsible because her younger brother had died. Her 

father still doubts to her because she is a woman and she can not 

to work and lead the business. At the end of story she can show 

and prove to her father that she is able change the White Tiger to 

be number one in Japan.  

 

4. Point of View 

According to Kennedy, point of view is “the identification of the 

narrator of the story, describing any part he plays in the events and any 

limit placed upon his knowledge (Kennedy, 1983: 18).” Klarer states 

that” point of view relates with how the author tells story. The term 

point of view, or narrative perspective, characterizes the way in which a 

text presents person, events and setting (Klarer, 1999: 21). There are 

two kinds of point of view utilized in literary work, they are: participant 

or first person and non participant or third person. The author will 
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appear in the event of the story, when the author is participant. It is 

divided into two; author as a major character, and author as minor 

character. Then, non-participant can be divided into three sorts. First is 

omnicient, the author sees into the minds of all character, and can tell 

the reader the thoughts of any character. The last is objective, the author 

does not enter the mind of any character but describes event from the 

outside. 

In The Scent of Sake, Joyce Lebra uses omniscient non participant 

point of view. She does not use pronoun “I” to express the major 

character. The author comes on as knowing everything and everybody, 

and can tell the reader the thoughts of any character. It refers to what 

the reader reads. Thus, in this novel the reader reads what the 

characters.  

She uses third person in delivering the characters.  

“Rie stepped into the office and asked her father to 

join her at the Butsudan, the place where the most 

intimate details of the family were often discussed, 

before the ancestors. She followed her father to the 

main room, noting that he had become more stooped 

than she had realized. She placed a zabuton in front 

of the altar for her father and joined him. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 112) 

Alone with her late-night thoughts, tears ran down 

Rie’s cheeks. No one could replace her mother. 

Rie’s father was fond of her, relied on her for the 

future of the house, she knew. But her mother 

understood her as only a woman can. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 71) 
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5. style 

 Style is the particular ways of managing and arranging 

words into sentences. There are some parts of style such as 

grammatical structure, sentence construction, diction, 

figurative language, imagery, and symbolism.  

a) Grammatical Structures  

  In the The Scent of Sake novel, Joyce Lebra uses English-

American. It can be found in narration that whole contains 

conversation form. For example: 

“Kinzaemon paused. “Well, as Kin says, we have to 

watch Kato and especially Yamaguchi. Perhaps Kin 

is right. The market in Edo looks very good. You 

know the samurai there love their sake as much as 

anyone. And they have more leisure time than we 

do.” 

Jihei shifted on his zabuton. He snorted. “Leisure! 

We don’t know the meaning of the word.” He 

reached for his cup. “And we don’t want to do 

anything to jeopardize our local sales, do we? 

They’re secure.” He pulled at his eyebrows.  

Fool! Rie thought, trying to contain her anger. 

“Kin assures me they will remain secure.” Her father 

folded his arms and leaned back, his eyes closed.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 26) 

 

 

b) Sentences Construction  

In sentence construction, there are long and short sentence. 

The author applies long narration in describing something or 

someone.  

It was a day Rie would never forget, the day her 

mother told her who her husband would be. That day 

she had knelt in the frigid courtyard scrubbing the 
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wooden sake barrels, barrels so large they had to be 

lifted by ropes and pulleys. She gripped the big 

brush in both hands and scrubbed back and forth, 

back and forth until her muscles ached. She rubbed 

her blue-cold hands together and held them over her 

nose and mouth. Then she scratched under the cotton 

scarf that held back her long thick hair and shifted 

on the rush mat on which she was kneeling. As she 

did so, she glanced through the misty screen of her 

breath at the door of the brewery and inhaled the 

pungent, mildew smell of yeast, the smell that 

permeated every corner of the drafty old wooden 

house and brewery buildings. Women were never to 

enter the forbidden door that gaped darkly before 

her. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 1) 

 

The author also uses long sentences in dialogue. It can be 

seen in the following dialogue.  

“I let my son go to the Omura House because he’ll 

inherit a powerful house” 

“You can tell how angry she is when she goes out to 

scrub the barrels, especially if she’s not talking,” 

“Yes, I’ve been dealing with them these last few 

years, but you know they guard their secrets, we all 

do.”  

 

c) Diction  

Diction is the author’s choice of words. There are five dictions; 

special expression, special term, dialect, accent, and borrowings. In 

this novel the author uses some kinds of diction. For example: 

(1) Special expression 

Special expression, where in the story there is an expression 

that is still used previously but now it is not used in nowadays. 

For example:  

Edo is the former name of Tokyo.  
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“Edo is no longer Edo, Mother. It’s now called Tokyo,” 

Tama said one morning at breakfast. 

“Ah, Eastern Capital,” Rie said. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 

(2) Borrowings 

The author also combines with Japanese language such as Kura, 

Kurabito, Mukoyoshi and many more.  For example:  

“Rie! Haven’t I warned you to stay away from the 

brewery door? It’s too dangerous to be so close to 

the kura, brewing building, and washing barrels is 

not your responsibility.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 

 

“...I must work there in order to wash the barrels. 

That’s where the kurabito leave them when they’re 

finished, Rie say” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 5) 

 

“Rie guessed that the reason he didn’t insist was that 

he felt a stranger in the house, his position as a 

mukoyoshi without much power as he saw it”. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 23) 

 

d) Figurative language  

(1) Simile 

Simile is used to resemble things or to compare the differences 

between two things by using the connective word such as “like”, 

“as”, or “than”. There are some similes in The Scent of Sake. For 

example:  

“She had always played near the door and the barrels 

as a child”. 

“She recalled a boy with a large nose and eyebrows 

that stood up straight like her father’s.” 
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(2) Metaphor  

Metaphor is the implicit comparison of two different things 

without using the connective words. There are examples 

metaphors in The Scent of Sake: 

“How unreasonable of her father to expect her to be 

only a confined. “Rie is like girl in a box.” 

“This puking flesh, creature of her husband’s 

infidelity, would remain here under her nose, an 

eternal reminder of his geisha’s bloodline”. 

 
e) Imagery  

Imagery is used to image whatever that deals with our sensation 

such as sight, smell, touch, sound and taste. The following are 

some examples imagery in The Scent of Sake: 

“But Rie relished the yeasty smell of brewing sake 

that hung in the air.” 

“The next day Jihei poked his head through the 

kitchen door, where Rie was instructing the cooks on 

the day’s meals. “Rie, Father wants you in the 

office,” he said.” 

 

“It’s one of the finest sakes I’ve ever tasted,” said Kin. He 

held the cup to his nose, twirled it twice, took a sip, and 

spat into the spittoon.” 

 
f) Symbolism  

A symbol is an image that stands for something in particular 

even. In The Scent of Sake, Joyce Lebra uses some symbols such as 

kill the self, devils’ horns and eat cold rice for a bride. Kill the self 

involves symbol appearing at the beginning of the story when Rie 

will be marry with Jihei, her mother asks her to kill her feelings. 

They have arranged marriage without feeling anything before. 
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Devil’s horn represents that a wife should never show jealousy, 

whatever her husband does to do. The last is eat cold rice for a 

bride reflects harsh reality.  

6. Theme  

Kennedy illustrates that “the theme needs not to be moral or 

message, it may be what the story is about” (Kennedy 1983: 103). 

The viewers can take a moral message from a story by knowing a 

theme. Theme is also a central idea that deals with the message that 

the director wants to send to the viewer. Therefore, a good theme is 

a theme that is not expressed directly and clearly by an author. The 

theme of Joyce Lebra’s The Scent of Sake is “to achieve a goal, 

someone should be able to strive and survive in fighting mission”.  

 

B. Discussion  

After analyzing the structural elements of this novel, the researcher will 

discuss and relate the elements into unity. The Scent of Sake is a novel written 

by Joyce Lebra published on February 17, 2009 by William Morrow 

Paperbacks. This novel, the author wants to tell about the strategy in business 

to survive and be the first in the world. 

Joyce Lebra delivers theme “to achieve a goal, someone should be able to 

strive and survive in fighting mission”. The author tells the story based on her 

observation in nineteenth century in which someone should be able to strive 

to achieve a goal. The author makes an example of the phenomena in Kobe, 
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Tokyo. Rie is described as an ambitious and intelligent woman. She always 

solves the problems in business and finds the ideas which are very brilliant. 

She wants to make her family business become number one in Japan. In 

delivering the theme the author wants to show about a woman who a century 

and more ago built the largest sake empire in Japan at a time when sake is the 

biggest business. In the novel, the author tells the desire on Rie Omura’s 

psychology, how Rie is able to strive for superiority and she has to defend the 

strategy making her family’s sake business successful. The author also filled 

with the heady bouquet of Japanese history, from late Edo Period to the 

landing of the Black Ships. This is a novel about the changing culture of 

Japan, and how women started to take responsibility for their literacy, health 

and finances and gain for themselves a semblance of a goal. Because of that, 

the author tells the historical story of this novel.  

The author conveys the ideas through Rie, Kinzaemon, and Jihei as main 

characters. The author reveals the strategy of business issue. To support it she 

creates Rie and Kinzaemon as protagonist character and Jihei as antagonist 

character. It represents the problem that the author wants to deliver. Rie and 

Kinzaemon are symbol of optimism people and Jihei is a symbol of lazy 

people. Each character is effective to represent the problem in the story. 

The setting of time in the story is nineteenth century. It is about 1800s. 

The author takes the time because she wants to show that there is a great 

strategy of sake brewer that strives to achieve a goal. It also makes the reader 

easier to comprehend what the author delivers. The setting of place takes 
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place in Kobe, one of city in Tokyo. This setting is real and not fantasy. So, it 

is easy for the readers to imagine that. The setting, time, and place support the 

story. 

Based on the plot, the author uses front plot in telling story. She uses 

many cause-effects in every part of the novel. The plot starts with Rie-Omura 

who will be marry with Jihei. Apparently her husband has not the business 

sense that she has. Jihei feels that his existence is not appreciated, so he does 

the revenge by making the sake sour. The climax happens in one evening in 

1863. There is control of territory between the Choshu radicals, the loyalist 

samurai and the shogun. The conflict created by the author supports her idea 

in telling this story and the resolution is good to be the ending because Rie is 

successful to achieve what her father dreams. 

The author uses omniscient non participant point of view. She does not 

use pronoun “I” to express the major character. She uses third person in 

delivering the characters. The point of view is suitable to be used because it 

makes the author free to tell the story. The story is divided into many parts 

and many characters, so it is easier to the author to use non participant point 

of view because if she uses first participant whole the story cannot be 

covered.     

Based on the style, The Scent of Sake novel uses standard English-

American. The author uses it to make the story more interesting. She also 

uses figurative language to describe the physical or situational condition of 

the characters and setting because it can make them stronger.  
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 From the analysis above, the structural analysis of The Scent of Sake 

shows and makes the unity of the story. It is because each element supports 

other elements and cannot be separated. The structural analysis can make the 

readers to understand the story clearly.  
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CHAPTER IV 

INDIVIDUAL PSYCHOLOGICAL ANALYSIS 

 

   This chapter presents an individual psychological analysis of The 

Scent of Sake novel. The researcher will analyze the main characters of the 

story, namely, Rie-Omura. It is viewed from individual psychological aspect 

which has been explained in chapter two. It refers to the application of the 

individual psychological theory proposed by Alfred Adler. The theory 

consists of six basic principles of individual psychology that are inferiority 

feeling, striving for superiority, fictional finalism, style of life, social 

interest, and creative self.  

B. Individual Psychological Analysis  

1) Inferiority Feeling  

Hall and Lindzey (1981) defining that Inferiority feeling is “one the 

important factors in informing and developing an individual’s personality 

towards his behavior in life” (Hall and Lindzey, 1981:145). The feeling 

of inferiority or a sense of incompleteness is “the great driving force of 

mankind”. In order words, man is pushed by the need to overcome his 

inferiority and pulled by the desire to be superior (Hall and Lindzey, 

1981: 124).   

The inferiority of Rie-Omura portrays her desire to help father’s 

work by scrubbing the wooden sake barrels, but her father doubt and 

does not like her to do it. Rie is considered as a woman who should not 

 

68 



69 

 

be responsible for the sake brewer world. She feels that her existence is 

not expected. She feels so sad and useless. 

This time he caught her. “Rie! Haven’t I warned you 

to stay away from the brewery door? It’s too 

dangerous to be so close to the kura, brewing 

building, and washing barrels is not your 

responsibility.” 

Rie looked up to see her father looming over her, 

frowning, hands thrust into the sleeves of the indigo 

work kimono he always wore. His white chicken-

feather eyebrows were dusted with frost and seemed 

to stand erect in anger. 

Understand me, she longed to say. See me as doing 

my best for you and the house. But she couldn’t say 

it. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 2) 

  Her father asks Rie to marry a mukoyoshi, named Jihei. Some 

people doubt their marriage because Jihei is not a good man in sake 

business world. Yamaguchi is one of people who ridicule their marriage. 

Rie hears it then feels disappointed and humiliated. She feels her family’s 

honor is lost.  

“Huh! She’s marrying Jihei Okamoto. Some choice! 

What can he do for White Tiger? Well, so much the 

better for us!” Yamaguchi gloated. During the 

previous year he had succeeded in capturing ten 

percent of White Tiger’s market, a serious blow in 

the competitive world of the brewers.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 12) 

“This is a bad blow to us, to our position and honor. 

And he was insulting as well, talking about Rie’s 

marriage to the Okamoto son.” Listening, Rie felt 

her anger rising. “We have lost part of our market to 

Yamaguchi too.” She had to do something, 

somehow, to redeem the status of the house and to 

prove that the Omura House was superior to the 

Yamaguchi House. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 13) 
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After the marriage, Rie is not pregnant again after her first 

pregnant was miscarriage. Even, she feels despair when there is no signs 

of pregnancy. Whereas, her father waiting a successor generation of 

Omura House.  

Over the next few weeks Rie looked for signs that 

she was pregnant. She examined her body and 

waited impatiently. When no sign appeared, she 

despaired. This must be how empresses had felt over 

the centuries when they failed to produce an heir and 

instead the son of one of the concubines was brought 

into the palace in line to the throne. Kinzaemon also 

was deeply concerned about an heir to provide 

continuity for the house. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 49) 

 

2) Striving for Superiority 

According to Adler “Striving for superiority is a single motive, 

flowing from life itself and shaping the various sub drives” (Feist, 1985: 

70). It means that striving for superiority responses the feeling of 

inferiority because a man driven by need overcome the feeling of 

inferiority and purposed toward superiority, it is due to generally a man is 

motivated by drive to achieve a final goal. So that, people strive for 

superiority is actually compensate for their inferiority feeling.  

Striving for superiority of Rie-Omura in this novel portrays her 

condition that is doubted and considered as a woman who should not be 

responsible for the sake brewer world. She learns and follows about the 

development of business secretly and she delivers and convinces her first 
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strategy with give an idea through Kin about to expand their shipments to 

Edo, to try to sell, get another twenty percent in that growing market.  

“Wouldn’t this be a good time, then, to expand our 

shipments to Edo, to try to sell, say another twenty percent 

in that growing market? Can’t we take advantage of it and 

recover the ten percent of our market we lost to 

Yamaguchi?” Rie stopped to look intently at Kin. 

At length he opened his eyes and looked at Rie. He nodded. 

“Yes, maybe so. Yamaguchi has caused us a loss. But 

twenty percent . . . I wonder if your father would agree?” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 25) 

 

 

The next month, White Tiger improves sales to Edo. Rie who 

knows about it, is very proud and relieved to hear that her father is also 

satisfied.  

“You were right, Kin-san,” Rie overheard her father say I 

the inner office one day. “The risk was well worth it.” 

She peered in around the shoji, equal bursts of pride a relief 

inside her. 

Kin bowed. “Now we are moving up to Yamaguchi in our 

Edo shipping.” 

Rie smiled to herself and walked back to the kitchen. She’d 

been right! Now she knew she had what it took to make her 

father’s dream a reality.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 27) 

 

After that, Kin believes that Rie has a big talent to determine the 

future of White Tiger sake destiny. She learns more about sake business 

to Kin. Finally, she is successful to become decision maker in deciding a 

business strategy. By the time, she begins to explore her idea and strategy 

to increase sake sales.  
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3) Fictional Finalism 

Adler states that “the creativity of the personality is that power 

which expresses itself in the desire to develop, to strive, and to achieve 

and event to compensate for defeats in one direction by striving for 

success in another” (Monte and Robert, 2003: 173).  This means an 

individual goal of life, which is unreal in nature or as fiction. Fictional 

finalism applies clearer direction to decisions that are to be making 

concerning one self.  

Rie fictional finalism is shown when she is nineteen years old. She 

fancies that a White Tiger logo has endowed her with new soul and spirit. 

In order she needs do something to realize her fiction finalism.  

“…a barrel on the floor bearing the White Tiger logo caught 

her eye, the brand name under which the Omura sake had 

been sold for nine generations. 

Whatever was necessary to ensure the birth of an heir she 

would do, must do, for the house. Yes, she would fulfill her 

obligation.” 
(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 18) 

Rie is really wants to actualize his father’s dream. She realizes that 

she is the only child of sake brewer family. Automatically, she should be 

tenacious, strive and responsible for what becomes her obligation to 

achieve a big goal.  

 

4) Style of Life 

Adler states that “everything we do is shaped and directed by our 

unique life style; it determines which aspects of our environment we will 
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attend to and which aspects we will ignore” (Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 

145). There are four types of life-style, namely the ruling type, the 

getting type, the avoiding type, and socially useful type. Adler also states 

that “style of life refers to the flavor of person’s life. It includes not only 

the person’s goal, but also self concept, feeling toward others, and 

attitude toward the world. It is the product of the interaction of heredity, 

environment, goal of success, social interest, and creative power” (Feist: 

2006: 78).  

Based on Adler life style types, Rie-Omura is included to the ruling 

type, because Rie always dominates to decide the strategy although she is 

helped by other partners. It is done to compete with other competitor of 

her sake business, Yamaguchi. When White Tiger is having losses 

because almost all of kura become damage and sour. Yamaguchi starts to 

take White Tiger’s market.  

Rie sat perfectly straight. “You know that each time 

we have had a crisis in the past we have survived 

because we found a solution other than brewing. 

That is how we survived. Brewing is the work given 

us by our ancestors and we must continue it, no 

question.” She paused and looked up as Jihei walked 

into the room. 

 “Now we need another solution. Selling the sake of 

small brewers under our own label will not be 

enough, now that Yamaguchi is moving into our 

markets. We must look elsewhere. We need 

something new.” She paused and took a deep breath. 

“I have a question for you, Kinno-san.” She tapped 

her fan on the table. “Do you know of a small 

brewer in Nada or anywhere in Kobe who is forced 

to close his brewery this year?” 

 Kinno scratched his chin. “Let’s see. I think 

Yanagihara in East 
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Nada . . . I heard something about them. They had a 

shipwreck and it finished them.” He looked at Rie. 

Jihei frowned at her. Frown all you want, she 

thought. She continued. “If it’s true that Yanagihara 

has had to stop, then I propose that we buy his 

brewery, his kura, and sell it at a higher price. If he 

had to stop he won’t be able to bargain over 

the price.” 

Jihei’s mouth hung open. “Are you talking about 

buying and selling kura, dealing in kura? Whoever 

heard—” 

Rie tapped her fan again. “That’s just the point. If no 

one else is doing it, it will be our chance. What do 

you think, Kinno-san?” 

He sucked in his breath in a hiss. “A new idea. 

Interesting. It might work. Hmm.” He scratched his 

chin. “Let me think a bit.” 

 (The Scent of Sake, 2009: 25) 

  

All of those mean that Rie always dominates than others. It is done 

to run the strategy in order to save the existence of White Tiger from 

other competitor.  

 

5) Social interest 

Adler argues that “social interest is an attitude of relatedness with 

humanity in general, as well as empathy for each member of the human 

race” (Feist, 1985: 71). It means that human being was created for mutual 

need between one another because they assume that their relationship is 

for social purposes and rather than for personal importance.  

Rie-Omura’s social interest is portrayed by her desires to know 

and follow the development of business in the market and between her 

competitors. She follows the new rules of government that the brewer 

can produce as much sake as their want with what rice their can procure. 
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No more government controls. The new government has its hands full 

doing other things. That point make her worried enough because there 

will be many sake brewer business, but on the other hand she feels lucky 

because the position of White Tiger is on number three. She gives idea 

by buying as much rice as they can and she needs to call rice suppliers. 

This is the next step of actualizing her father business to become number 

one in the world.   

What’s that, Yoshi?” Rie asked. 

“He said it’s a new form of economic organization the 

government is supporting. It’s called a joint stock 

company.” 

“What is that exactly, Yoshi?” Rie asked. 

“He said it’s a way of spreading the risk among a group of 

investors,” Yoshitaro said. 

“We need to learn more about it, then, don’t we?” Rie 

asked. 

Later, in the office, Kinnosuke spoke with Rie. “One thing 

is certain, there are no more kabu shares,” he said. “We 

can produce as much sake as we want with what rice we 

can procure. No more government controls. The new 

government has its hands full doing other things.” He 

blinked rapidly and sucked in his breath. 

“But doesn’t this mean that everyone else can also brew as 

much as they want, including anyone who has never 

brewed before?” Yoshitaro asked. 

“True,” Kinnosuke agreed, “but we have an advantage. 

We’re number three. New brewers just starting out won’t 

be able to compete.” 

“It seems one key to competing now is to buy as much rice 

as we can,” Rie said, tapping her fan on the table. “So, 

Kinnosan and Yoshi, shouldn’t we send to our suppliers 

immediately? 

Offer a slightly higher price, just over the going price, to 

ensure the largest supply.” Rie looked at Eitaro, who had 

entered the office. 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 290) 
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6) Creative Self 

Adler (in Hjelle and Ziegler, 1992: 150) maintained that “the style 

of life is shaped by the person’s creative power. In other word, each 

person is empowered with the freedom to create his or her own life-

style”. Adler also insisted that “this creative power is responsible for the 

final goal, and contributes to the development of social interest (Feist 

1985: 77). 

The concept of the creative self places the responsibility for the 

individual’s personality into his own hands. Adler sees that the individual 

is responsible for himself, he attempts to show the person that he cannot 

blame others or uncontrollable forces for his current condition. 

The creative self which Rie-Omura showed is her responsibility 

toward her action. Her position as a woman cannot join in the business 

world of sake. Moreover, her father doubts Rie’s ability. So that she 

needs to do something to realize what she wants and make her father 

proud. For instance she distributes all of her aspirations and ideas 

through Kin.  

“Ah, excuse me, Kin-san. May I disturb you for a 

moment?” Rie bowed and sat down on the tatami opposite 

Kin. 

He looked up. “Good evening, O-Josama.” He smiled, his 

teeth protruding over his lower lip. “Yes, what is it?” 

“You know it’s difficult for me to speak with Father 

of any business matter,” she began. 

“Yes, it seems so, doesn’t it? Well, you know, most 

men in Nada don’t want women entering the 

business side or handling cash.” 

“But I have an idea, Kin-san.” Rie picked up a 

writing brush and twirled it between her fingers 
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before continuing. It was important to appear 

nonchalant. “Our shipping to the Edo market has 

been going well, hasn’t it?” 

Kin nodded. “Yes, perhaps better than we 

anticipated.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 24) 

Then, Rie who has step children, she brings up her children by 

educating and caring so that they can run business of sake.  

“I’m wondering, Father,” Rie said as she patted Fumi on 

her lap, “what if we took in this child as we have Yoshi, 

though of course she wouldn’t inherit or be heir. Couldn’t 

we raise her as our own, then send her out, marry her into 

another brewing family? That way we’d be expanding our 

connections, our enterprise.” 

(The Scent of Sake, 2009: 109-110) 

From the explanation above, it can be proven that Rie has 

creative ideas which are able to represent her desire to do something, 

especially to contribute her business strategy’s ideas. She gives an 

interest idea to buy sake business and kura from a small brewer who is 

forced to close and sell it at a higher price. She is successful to save 

White Tiger and its system is followed by other brewer to increase their 

sake business.  

 

B.  Discussion  

   Based on the analysis above, Joyce Lebra as author of this novel 

shows the great story on the strength psychological aspect of Rie as main 

character. The researcher uses those six elements of personality to build 

the major character’s behavior of individual including inferiority feeling, 

striving for superiority, fictional finalism, style of life, social interest and 
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creative power of the self proving that Rie has persistence and struggle in 

advancing her family sake business.  

   The inferiority feelings are reflected in Rie’s weaknesses feeling. 

The first reason is Rie’s desire to help father’s work by scrubbing the 

wooden sake barrels, but her father does not like it. Rie is considered as a 

woman who should not be responsible for the sake brewer world. She feels 

that her existence is not expected. The other inferiority feeling cases when 

Rie’s family is mocked by Yamaguchi because Rie is marry a mukoyoshi. 

She feels her family’s honor is lost. Thus, her fictional finalism drives her 

striving to get her goal by using own way. This empowers her to strive 

what she wants to conquer. It means she compensates her inferiority by 

using striving for her life’s goal. Here, striving for superiority is related to 

Rie’s business strategy. She shows her power by delivers her strategy by 

giving idea for sake business through Kin. It is automatically that she also 

shows her creativity self, she delivers her idea through Kin. Her father still 

doubts her and she knows that Kin can helps what she wants. She is 

successful in improving White Tiger sales to Edo. Rie who strives by 

using own way related to the style of life she always dominates to decide 

the strategy although she is helped by other partners. It is done to compete 

with other competitors her sake business. This way shows how Rie places 

her idea in successful sake business of social relationship. She follows the 

new rules of government that the brewer can produce as many sake as their 

want with what rice their can procure. It is done by striving for business 
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goal, which early is driven by need to overcome her inferiority feeling and 

later, supported by creative power to get meaningful goal of life. 

So, from the analysis above Rie strategies to advance business sake 

of Omura family are: First, when Rie’s brother dies, Omura family lost 

their successor generation of the business. Their parents consider Rie as a 

woman who should not be responsible for the sake brewer world. However 

Rie who is smart, reveals her strategy by following the business 

development and learning all about sake business from chief clerk secretly. 

She wants to work and prove to her father that she can work in brewer 

world.  

Second, because of her father doubts of her ability her creative self 

reveals by delivering all of her aspirations through Kin. She knows that 

Kin can help anything what she wants.  

Third, she brings up her children by educating and caring so that 

they can run sake business. She thinks that, that way can improve the 

future of business expansion.  

Fourth, she thinks about to expand their shipments to Edo, to try to 

sell get another twenty percent in that growing market. It is done for 

recover the ten percent of White Tiger market that lost by Yamaguchi. By 

the time, the next month White Tiger improves sales to Edo. According to 

Craven (2000: 26) states that objectives need to be set so that the 

performance of the enterprise can be gauged. Corporate objectives may be 

established in the following areas: marketing, innovation, resources, 
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productivity, social responsibility, and finance. The examples include 

growth and market-share expectations, improving product quality, 

employee training and development, new-product targets, return on 

invested capital, earnings growth rates, debt limits, energy-reduction 

objectives, and pollution standards 

Fifth, when their sake business is damage, she shows her action by 

buying sake business and kura from sake businessman who has been 

bankrupt. She thinks from that way she can sell that sake business and that 

kura in a higher prices. She believes that they will not be able to bargain 

over the price. According to Cravens (2000: 26) states that the important to 

place a company’s strategic focus on its distinctive capabilities. These 

capabilities may offer the organization the potential to compete in different 

markets, provide significant value to end-user customers, and create 

barriers to competitor duplication. It means that distinctive capabilities are 

important in shaping the organization’s strategy.  

The last, she follows the new rules of government that the brewer 

can produce as many sake as their want with what rice their can procure. 

No more government controls. The new government has its hands full 

doing other things. That point makes her worried enough because there 

will be many sake brewers, but on the other hand she feels lucky because 

the position of White Tiger is on number three. She gives idea by buying 

as much rice as they can and she needs to call rice suppliers. Finally, she 



81 

 

can actualize her father’s dream and White Tiger sake is successful 

become number one in Japan. 

The result of the analyzing this novel shows that the author 

illustrates a psychological phenomenon Joyce Lebra illustrates individual 

psychological phenomena in which an individual has desire and works 

hard in achieving a goal. The author portrays persistence and struggle of 

Rie-Omura in advancing her family sake business. She uses her creativity 

and opportunity in managing business strategy. Striving for superiority is 

needed by Rie to overcome her inferiority feeling and achieve her final 

goal. Striving for superiority is needed by Rie to overcome of her 

inferiority feeling and achieve her final goal. According to Wellek and 

Warren (1956: 81) states that psychology of literature is “the study of the 

psychological types and laws present within works of literature”. It means 

that literature related to the psychology of characters.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher will give conclusion and suggestion. 

Conclusion is illustrated from the analysis in the previous chapter, while 

suggestion is expected to be useful to readers.  

A. Conclusion 

After analyzing Joyce lebra’s The Scent of Sake using Individual 

psychological theory, the researcher finds the correlation between the 

structural elements and individual psychological analysis of the novel. The 

researcher draws conclusion as follows:  

Firstly, based on the structural analysis, the researcher finds out that the 

novel delivers a moral message that to achieve a goal, someone should be 

able to strive and survive in fighting mission. The Scent of Sake novel tells 

about a woman who strives to get final goal and her happiness. The plot in 

this story is the journey of Rie-Omura in making her family sake business 

successful. Style used in The Scent of Sake novel uses standard English-

American. The author uses it to make the story more interesting. This novel 

tells about how to be a great woman in reaching a final goal. From that reason 

she creates the character, situation, plot, and soon, so that it becomes a unit of 

united. 

Secondly, the conclusion shows that in The Scent of Sake novel, Joyce 

Lebra illustrates a psychological phenomenon in which individual has the 
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desire and hard work in achieving his or her goal. The author portrays 

persistence and struggle of Rie-Omura in advancing her family sake business. 

She uses her creativity and opportunity in managing business strategy. 

Striving for superiority is needed by Rie to overcome her inferiority feeling 

and achieve her final goal. At first, Rie’s wants to help father’s work by 

scrubbing the wooden sake barrels, but her father does not like it. Rie is 

considered as a woman who should not be responsible for the sake brewer 

world. She feels that her existence is not expected. This empowers her to 

strive what she wants to conquer. She shows her power by telling her idea for 

sake business through Kin. She is successful in improving White Tiger sales 

to Edo. Rie who strives by using own way relates to the style of life in which 

she always dominates to decide the strategy although she is helped by other 

partners. She follows the new rules of government that the brewer can 

produce as much sake as they want with what rice their can procure. It is done 

by striving for business goal, which early is driven by need to overcome her 

inferiority feeling and later, supported by creative power to get meaningful 

goal of life. 

B. Suggestion  

The Scent of Sake is an interesting novel written by Joyce Lebra 

published in 2009. The Scent of Sake novel tells the readers about the 

existence of woman in eighteenth century, in which a woman activity is 

restricted. Rie Omura also gets bad attitude from her husband always spends 

away his time with geisha. It is also interesting to be analyzed. Therefore, the 



84 

 

researcher suggestions to other researcher to analyze this novel using 

Feminist approach.  

C. Pedagogical Implication  

The Scent of Sake novel is recommended to read because this novel 

contains of moral value. The story has motivation to be a great woman in 

reaching final goal. Although Rie Omura does not study formally, she is able 

to learn about business from her family experience. This shows the 

importance of preparing one’s competence to strive and maintain a business 

so that someone who is trying and doing business seriously can develop and 

achieve the success. Furthermore, the cause of problem is Rie’s father that 

doubts her because as a woman she does not have responsibility in the 

business. This shows the difference of parent’s perception toward children 

about ability of business management. Actually there is no difference 

between man and woman in doing business because the importance of 

running a business is just the motivation effort and strive to achieve what they 

want. So the parents who discriminate man and woman in doing business 

make the children cannot explore their more ideas. So, parents should think 

that there is no difference between a man and woman in doing business. For 

parents, it can be used as a reference in educating their children. For readers, 

it can be used as knowledge of strategy in doing business.  
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SUMMARY OF THE SCENT OF SAKE 

 

 

The Scent of Sake novel tells about family life of sake brewer that 

is famous in Kobe, Japanese. Hereditarily, the recipes and ingredients of 

sake brewing is undisclosed. The quality of Omura family’s sake cannot 

be doubted, moreover it will be nominated as a number one sake in Japan. 

As a large and prominent family, they have prepared everything for the 

future and include family honor, especially the heir of the business. 

However tragedy befell them, when the son and heir of the business as a 

child died, because entering into the old well, there lived a woman descent, 

Rie-Omura. 

Rie is the first child of Kinzaemon and Hana. She is the daughter 

of the owner of a large sake brewing company called the White Tiger. She 

is not an ordinary girl, because she has intelligence and high attention 

toward her parents’ business. She was able to think about various solutions 

of work activities, she also has sense of discipline and a sense of great 

interest to know the ins and outs of the family business. After a tragic 

accident involving her young brother, Rie becomes the sole heir of the 

company. Instead of marrying out, her husband comes to live with the 

family and trains to take over the White Tiger. 

Unfortunately, in the mid-1800’s Japan and women aren’t 

supposed to be heads of companies. It means that as a woman, she is 

forbidden to intervene into a man’s job. In order to save the future of the 



business, conducted a lifting of mukoyoshi or husband for her to be 

adopted and trained to pass on their business. The prospective husband and 

business heir is chosen thorough consideration, all of them is for the sake 

and future of a big Omura’s family. Only one thing is less, Rie’s parents 

never give her a chance to show up the deepest heart’s meaning. Jihei, her 

husband does not have the business sense that she has, but she is one smart 

business lady. So, she does the business strategy in accordance with her 

brilliance reasonable mind. Someday, when Jihei feels that his existence is 

not appreciated and his opinion is always denied by her wife so he does 

the revenge by making the sake sour. Surely, she feels so angry and 

extrudes him out of the house. 

She never despairs even though she is only regard as a woman who 

has not the talent in the family business. So, she maneuvers and manages 

the house and essentially becomes the great main decision maker. She 

maintains it until up and down, and then with her intelligence, she prepares 

a strategy to make his family’s sake to be number one in Japan. For 

example when there is intense competition among other competitors, she 

gives her idea through Kin san, one of the chief clerk in Omura House, by 

expanding the delivery of sake to Edo and selling sake by 20 percent. It is 

to cover ten percents of the market share which is captured by the strong 

competitor, Kikuji Yamaguchi. Because of her persistence and focuses on 

her business, finally she is success in making sake White Tiger become 

number one in Japan.  



 



 



 


