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Abstract 

 

 The major problem of this study is how the racial discrimination is 

reflected in “Trail of Tears” novel. The objectives of this study are to analyze the 

novel based on its structural elements and to describe the racial discrimination in 

the novel based on the sociological analysis. The object of the study is “Trail of 

Tears” novel by Frances Patton Statham. This study belongs to qualitative 

research. In this method, there are two types of data source, namely primary and 

secondary data source. The primary data source is the novel and the secondary 

data is other material related to the study. The result of the study shows that there 

is a close relation between the novel and the social reality of America in the late 

twentieth century. Frances Patton Statham through this novel wants to show the 

racial discrimination of the whites towards American Indians.  
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A. Introduction 

Trail of Tears is a novel written by an American author Frances Patton 

Statham. The book was published by Fawcett Columbine, New York on February 

1993. It consists of 427 pages that are divided into 38 chapters. Trail of Tears is a 

historical novel which tells about racial discrimination of the whites towards 

American Indian. Racial discrimination is shown in this novel through the story of 

Indian Removal Act in 1830s.  

In Trail of Tears novel, Frances Patton Statham creates several characters 

that are divided into major and minor character as a tool to reflect the social 

phenomena in that time. The major characters in the novel are Laurel MacDonald, 

John Ross, Night Hawk, President Andrew Jackson, George Gilmer, Elias 

Boudinot and Colonel Bishop. While the minor characters are Alex MacDonald, 

Trudie MacDonald, Edward Farraday, Two Feathers, Samuel Worcester, Running 

Brook, Walini, Quatie and Tansee. Frances Patton Statham creates Laurel 

MacDonald as the main characters because Laurel is an Indian girl who has 

experienced and suffered the racial discrimination by white people. 

 There are four reasons why the writer is interested in studying this novel. 

The researcher is interested in studying this novel firstly because it is the realistic 

novel. It is a historical novel that is based on the true story of Indian Removal Act 

in 1830’s. That is Cherokee, an American Indian tribe that suffered the removal 

act. President Andrew Jackson and Georgia's governor confiscates all Cherokee-

owned lands. They were forced by the government to move into Indian Territory. 

The route of the relocation is about hundreds’ miles from their homeland in 

Georgia. The Cherokee people called this journey as the “Nunna dual Tsuny” 

translated means "Trail Where They Cried" it is more popularly refers to the Trail 

of Tears. Many of Cherokees were dead during the journey because of starvation, 

cruelty, exposure, and exhaustion.  

Second, the plot of this novel is interesting. The way the author tells the 

story attracts the reader. By adding such romantic and heroic story, the author 

makes the story more alive and detail. The chapters are well organized by a 



chronological order. Each chapter contains causal connections and it directed into 

a main theme. 

The third reason is because of the moral value or message of the novel. 

The novel is a manifestation of a protest for the racial discrimination towards 

Native Americans in United States. There is racial discrimination in America 

every time that against the equality principle of human right. America consists of 

many kinds of races because America is a good place for immigrants to settle 

there. This novel is important to be analyzed because there is a close relationship 

between literary work and society. The true story of Indian removal act in 1830’s 

is related with the heterogeneity of society in America. The heterogeneity of 

society causes many social problems. One of social problems is racial 

discrimination.    

The last reason is the education factor. It is to supply theoretical 

framework in the research of literature in the English Department, especially in 

Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta (UMS). It gives positive contribution to 

the development of the large of knowledge and to enrich the literary study. 

Based on the reasons above, the writer uses the sociological theory as an 

approach to analyze this novel, because the content of the novel contains of the 

story about social relationship and social interaction among races in America. It is 

related to the racial discrimination of the whites towards American Indians. By so 

doing, the researcher gives the tittle “The Racial Discrimination Reflected In 

Frances Patton Statham’s Trail Of Tears (1993): A Sociological Approach” 

The study on Trail of Tears novel (1993) is first being conducted in the 

research paper. The researcher has researched through local library of UMS, UNS, 

UGM, UNDIP, and Sanatha Dharma University but the researcher found none of 

it. Digital libraries such as Disexpress, Pro-Quest, Ebsco, and Cambridge online 

journal have also reported zero call on the research of Trail of Tears so the 

researcher cannot make the comparison with the other researchers who conducted 



Trail of Tears novel. Thus, this study is first ever conducted at least in 

Muhhamadiyah University of Surakarta (UMS).  

Literature has a close relation with society. Thus, the relation between 

literary work and society can be studied and analyzed by using sociology. 

Sociology reflects the way literature interacts society, it is known as the sociology 

of literature. Swingewood and Laurenson (1972: 11) define sociology as “the 

essentially the scientific, objective study of man in society, the study of social 

institution and of social processes. Besides that, Richard and Robert (1989: 11) 

assume that sociology is “the systematic study of social behavior and human 

group”. It means that sociology studies social relationship upon the attitude and 

behavior that establish and change societies.  

Meanwhile, Wellek and Warren (1962: 94) state that literature represents 

life and life is, in large measure, a social reality, even though the natural world 

and the inner or subjective world of the individual have also been objects of 

literary imitation. Furthermore, Swingewood and Laurenson (1972: 81) state that 

“sociology of literature is an attempt to link the text of the particular authors in a 

meaningful way with particular historical condition. The term society may include 

some aspects such as social, historical, cultural, religious, politic, and economic.  

Dealing with the discrimination, the term racial discrimination is almost 

similar with the other terms such as racism and racialism. However, there is a 

difference between them. Friedman (2009: 8) states that discrimination is 

“practiced against innumerable types of people and comes in many forms. Though 

it is often associated with racial and ethnic prejudice, discrimination often goes far 

beyond this common form of the practice”. He explains that people can be 

discriminated because of their age, disability, gender, religion, and national origin. 

 Meanwhile, Hoyt (2012: 225) defined racism as “the belief that all 

members of a purported race possess characteristics, abilities, or qualities specific 

to that race, especially so as to distinguish it as inferior or superior to another race 

or other races”. It means that discrimination or racism is considered as a negative 

behavior and practice towards people who belongs to different races and ethnics.  



According to Appiah in Fredrickson (2002: 153), racialism is a belief that there 

are heritable characteristics, possessed by members of our species, that allow us to 

divide them into a small set of races, in such a way that all the members of these 

races share certain traits and tendencies with each other that they do not share 

with members of any other race.  

B. Research Method 

In the study, the researcher applies qualitative research. The object of the 

study is Trail of Tears novel by Frances Patton Statham. The type of the data is 

textual data that consist of words, phrases and sentences which are used in Trail of 

Tears novel. The data source consists of primary and secondary data source. The 

primary data source is the novel and the secondary data is other material related to 

the study. The purpose is to analyze the novel by using sociological approach. In 

collecting the data, the researcher takes some steps as follows: reading the novel 

repeatedly, taking notes of important parts both primary and secondary data, 

arranging the data info several groups based on its theoretical category, selecting 

particular parts considered important and relevant for analysis, drawing 

conclusion and formulate its pedagogical suggestion. In analyzing the data, the 

writer applies a descriptive approach. The steps in analyzing the data are as 

follows: the first is analyzing the data based on its structural elements. Focus will 

be paid on the structural analysis of the novel. The second step is analyzing the 

data based on sociological perspective. Focus will be paid on the racial 

discrimination reflected in Trail of Tears novel in American society in the late 

twentieth century. 

 
C. Research Findings 

 In analyzing the novel the researcher gets some research findings. The 

research finding has some cases to be discussed.  

1. Social Aspect 

Basically, the social structure of American society is divided into 

three classes. They are upper class, middle class and working class. This 

category is based on American’s job status. The social structure in Trail of 



Tears novel contributes to the characters. Kennedy (1983: 45) distinguishes 

character into two, the first one is mayor character and another one is minor 

character. Major characters are very important in a story because they take a 

part in most of the story. While minor characters are exist to support the 

major characters and make the story more alive.  

Frances Patton Statham creates the characters based on the social class 

stratification between American Indians and white people. Most of white 

people in America are belong to the upper class. According to Mauk and 

Oakland (1997: 243), the category of upper class is people who have high 

standard of living.  In this novel, President Andrew Jackson belongs to the 

upper class society. He is the President who has high standard of living. The 

middle and working class is represented by Laurel MacDonald’s family. 

Laurel MacDonald works as a teacher in a mission school owned by white 

men. Meanwhile, the working class is represented by Tansee, she is a black 

woman and works as a servant. 

The social status contributes to the characters. According to Mauk and 

Oakland (1997: 244) the social status of American society is divided into two 

parts, the rich and the poor. In this novel, Frances Patton Statham shows that 

the white people live in Washington D.C. That is the urban city in America 

where the people is identical with rich people. Meanwhile, Laurel MacDonald 

and the other Cherokee people are considered as poor people. They live in the 

State of Georgia. 

The social relation contributes to the social relation among characters. 

America consists of many races. It makes racial discrimination among races 

such as African-Americans, American Indians and the white people. In this 

novel, Frances Patton Statham shows that the social relation between 

Cherokee Indians and white people is not quite good. By white people, 

Cherokee Indians are considered as slaves, savages and scum of society. The 

racial discrimination can be seen from the reservation inequality towards 

Cherokee Indians. Under the authoritarian leadership of President Andrew 

Jackson, the Cherokee Indians were forcefully relocated from their homeland 



to the Indian Territory. President Andrew Jackson decided that a new federal 

policy would be necessary in order to remove the Indians from their lands. He 

signed the Indian Removal Acts, which promises financial compensation to 

Indian tribes that agree to resettle on lands west of the Mississippi River. The 

relocation causes the Cherokees lost their job and property. 

The theme of this novel also represents the social aspect. According to 

Kennedy, “Theme is unarguably right; but at least the sentence helps the 

reader to bring into focus one central idea that the author seems to be driving 

at” (Kennedy, 1983: 103). The theme of this novel is “racial discrimination is 

against equality principles of human right”. Throughout the novel, Frances 

Patton Statham tells the readers that she disagrees with racial discrimination 

and prejudices towards the other races because it against the equality 

principles of human right. In the twentieth century, after the Universal 

Declaration of Human Right 1948 had been declared, Frances Patton Statham 

through the novel tries to remind the readers about the existence of Indians 

and the discrimination of the whites towards them.   

2. Economic Aspect 

Economic aspect contributes to the economic condition of the characters. 

Although the novel was written in 1993, it reflects American economic 

condition in nineteenth century. In that time, most of white people in America 

belong to the upper class society. They have high standard of living and 

belong to the rich people. Their jobs are functionary, professional workers and 

civil servant. The rich man is represented by President Andrew Jackson. He is 

the seventh President of United States. Meanwhile, the Cherokee people have 

the lower standard of living in which their jobs are farmers.  

Economic aspect also contributes to the setting of place. According to 

Connolly (in Koesnosoebroto, 1988: 79), setting is ”a sense the time, place 

and concrete situation of the narative, the web of environment in which 

characters spin out their destinies”.This novel shows the difference of place 

between Washington D.C and Georgia. The rich people live in Washington in 



which the economic growth grows rapidly in that place. Meanwhile, the 

economic growth in Cherokee land in Georgia is not quite good. It is because 

the Cherokees are the minority in America and Georgia belongs to the rural 

area. 

3. Political Aspect 

According to Mauk and Oakland (1997: 127) the Constitution of America 

creates a federal government that is divided into three main branches. Those 

are the legislative (Congress and support agencies), the executive (the 

President and executive bureaucracy), and the judiciary (the US Supreme 

Court and other federal court). This country is divided into fifty states and 

there are many races in America. 

In this novel, political aspect contributes to the characters. Frances Patton 

Statham creates some characters to reflect the politic in America. They are 

United States President Andrew Jackson, Georgia Governor George Gilmer, 

The principal chief of Cherokee John Ross, the Cherokee chieftains Alex 

MacDonald and the editor of Cherokee Phoenix Ellias Boudinot.  It reflects 

the American politic in which the leader of the governance is a President and 

each State is led by a governor. 

The political aspect also contributes to the plot of the story. Friedman 

(2009:59) explains that “the plot answers the question of what happens to the 

characters. It often involves conflict or obstacles that a character confronts and 

must somehow resolve”. This novel tells about the Indians Removal Acts in 

1830s. It closely relates to the politic relationship between Cherokee Indian 

and white people. The Cherokee had been recognized by the government as 

the sovereign nation before the Indian Removal Acts. They had own 

constitution which is led by a principal chief. However, President Andrew 

Jackson decided that a new federal policy would be necessary in order to 

remove the Indians from their lands. He signed the Indian Removal Acts, 

which promises financial compensation to Indian tribes that agree to resettle 

on lands west of the Mississippi River. 



The theme of this novel also represents the political aspect. The theme 

of this novel is “ racial discrimination is against equality principles of human 

right”. Andrew Jackson wants to change the American demographic by 

relocating all of Indian tribes into Indian Territory. Although it is the right 

decision by Jackson, it is against the equality principles of human right. Many 

of them died because of starvation, diseases and the bad weather. 

4. Science and Technology Aspect 

Science and technology aspect contributes to the mobility of American 

society. It represented by the characters of the novel. It can be seen from the 

use of horse and wagon to go to the far place. Science and technology aspect 

also contributes to the setting of time. The science and technology aspect in 

that time has not developed yet because there are only few inventions.   

5. Cultural Aspect 

The cultural aspect contributes to the tradition used by the characters. In 

this case, there are disparities of tradition between Cherokees and the white 

people. The most visible disparity is the language used by the characters. In 

this novel, the white people use English as their language while the Cherokee 

have their own language and alphabets created by a man named Sequoyah.  

The cultural aspect also contributes the habits and behavior of the American 

society. It is represented by the characters. In this novel, the characters serve 

pie, ham, and bread when they eat. It reflects the American habits.   

6. Religious Aspect 

Religious aspect contributes to the characters in Trail of Tears novel. 

According to Mauk and Oakland(1997: 366), Protestant is the largest and most 

diverse of the American faiths. Most of the characters in this novel are 

Christian. It can be seen from the wedding ceremony between Laurel 

MacDonald and Night Hawk which is performed in the Christian way.  

D. Discussion 

 Novel is a literary work which reflects the social phenomena in certain 

time. Thus, the researcher analyzes some aspects in the novel such as social 

aspect, political aspect, science and technology aspect, cultural aspect and 



religious aspect. According to Swingerwood and Laurenson (1972: 81) “sociology 

of literature is an attempt to link the text of the particular authors in a meaningful 

way with particular historical condition”.  Meanwhile, Wellek and Warren (1962: 

94) state that literature represents life in a social reality, even though the natural 

world and the inner or subjective world of the individual have also been objects of 

literary imitation.  

 In Trail of Tear novel, the social aspect contains social structure, social 

status and social relation. Frances Patton Statham shows that the Indians Removal 

Act in 1830s is the representation of racial discrimination that happens in 

America. She shows that most of the characters are the Indians that belong to the 

working class society while the white people belong to the upper and middle class 

society. The category of this class is based on their jobs. 

 The economic aspect in Trail of Tears novel shows the economic 

condition in America in the early nineteenth century. It is described from the 

economic condition of the characters that is divided into the rich and the poor. 

Economic aspect also contributes to the setting of place. The setting of place in 

the novel reflects the disparity of economic condition between white people and 

the Cherokees.  

 Political aspect contributes to the characters of the story. Statham creates 

some characters based on the real characters when the Indian Removal Acts 

happened such as United States President Andrew Jackson, Georgia Governor 

George Gilmer, The principal chief of Cherokee John Ross, the Cherokee 

chieftains Alex MacDonald and the editor of Cherokee Phoenix Ellias Boudinot. 

The political aspect also contributes to the plot of the story. This novel tells about 

the Indians Removal Acts in 1830s. It happens towards Cherokee Nation in 

Georgia. Before the Indian Removal Act, the Cherokee had been recognized by 

the government as the sovereign nation. They had own constitution which is led 

by a principal chief.  

 Dealing with the science and technology aspect, this novel reflects the 

mobility of American society. It is represented by the characters of the story. The 

social mobility can be seen from the use of horse and wagon to go to the far place. 



Science and technology aspect also contributes to the setting of time. The use of 

pistol by Georgia soldiers proves that the modern gun had been used by the 

soldiers in that time. Besides that, the Cherokees had also used newspaper as the 

media of information. 

 The cultural aspect contributes to the language used by the characters. The 

cultural aspect also contributes to the habits and behavior of American society. In 

this novel, the characters serve pie, ham, and bread. It reflects the American 

habits. Religious aspect contributes to the characters in Trail of Tears novel. Most 

of the characters in this novel are Christian people. It can be seen from the 

wedding ceremony between Laurel MacDonald and Night Hawk which is 

performed in the Christian way. 

 Through the novel, Frances Patton Statham tells the readers that she 

disagrees with racial discrimination and prejudices towards the other races 

because it against the equality principle of human right. In the twentieth century, 

after the Universal Declaration of Human Right 1948 had been declared, Frances 

Patton Statham through the novel tries to remind the readers about the existence of 

Indians and the discrimination of the whites towards them.  

C. Conclusion  

After analyzing Trail of Tears novel, the researcher describes the following 

conclusion. First, based on its structural analysis, it is identified that Frances 

Patton Statham wants to express his idea about racial discrimination of the whites 

towards American Indian. In order to elaborate the message, she creates the 

characters of American Indian that is involved in the problem of the racial 

discrimination of the whites. Statham is successful in building the plot and 

portraying the characters and the setting of the story. The structural elements of 

the novel are well related to one another forming a good unity.  

Second, based on the sociological analysis, it is evident that the novel is 

closely related to the phenomena of the American society in the late twentieth 



century, in which there were many disparities between American Indians and 

white American in many social aspects. 
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