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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

Culture is one of some important aspects which cannot be separated 

from human life. Cultures are like root where the body of tree is life. It gives 

perception about something, judgement, ideas of one people and others and 

the way human communicate with others. Cultures are more than about 

speech, dress, and food customs. Cultural group may share race and ethnicity, 

but it also causes cleavage, conflict, class of socioeconomic, ability and 

disability, etc. But one important thing about cultures is they always change 

(beyondintractability.org). 

Talking about culture will be related to cultural messages. Cultural 

messages from the groups people belong to give them information about what 

is meaningful or important, and who they are in the world and in relation to 

others. Cultural messages shape people understanding of relationships, and 

comprehension of how to deal with the conflict and harmony that always 

present whenever two or more people from different culture come together. 

When people do not meet others expectations, it is often a sign that their 

cultural expectations are different. The differences between culture rise a 

conflict (beyondintractability.org). 

Conflict can include segregation, discrimination, and exclusion. 

Whatever the source of the complication, it is the way of cope with 
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differences that either provoke or dimish a situation, altough the key factors 

of handling the differences are patience and tolerance (powerofculture.nl). 

Hanif Kureishi is one of some people who cares about culture. 

Because of his interest he wrote the novel The Black Album as the reflection 

of cultural conflict in society. Hanif Kureishi was born in Bromley, England, 

December 5, 1954, to an Indian father and an English mother. Hanif Kureishi 

grew up experiencing first-hand the clash of culture that he addresses in most 

of his work. Hanif Kureishi own life’s trials and tribulations as a culturally 

hybrid individual of two different races and cultures be the inspiration for 

most of his work. Kureishi wanted to be a writer from a young age, and he 

began writing novels that were considered for publication while he was still a 

teenager. He studied philosophy at King’s College, University of London, and 

then supported himself by writing pornography under the pseudonym Antonia 

French. After a humble beginning as an usher for the Royal Theater, Kureishi 

later became the theater’s writer in residence (postcolinialstudies.emory.edu).  

The Black Album is the second novel of Hanif Kureishi which was  

written in 1989 and published in 1995. In 1988, there was a novel with the 

title The Satanic Verses written by Salman Rushdie, a British Indian novelist 

and essayist, which got a lot of criticism from Muslims in several countries. 

In the early of 1989, Muslims who protest The Satanic Verses  burnt the 

novel and Rushdie as the author was placed under police protection.  Kureishi 

first had the ideas for The Black Album “when the Ayatollah Ruhollah 

Khomeini announced a fatwa against Rushdie in 1989, after Rushdie’s The 
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Satanic Verses was published” (Donadio, 2008: 28). Besides that, Hanif 

Kureishi wrote the novel as his “discontent, disefranchisement and radicalism 

of some British Muslims” (Donadio, 2008: 26). 

The Black Album was published in 1995 consisting of 276 pages and 

22 chapters. It tells about Shahid as a new Pakistani student in London 

College who feels confused to choose between his beautiful lecturer, Deedee 

or his friends, Riaz. Deedee introduced him about literature and  liberalism. In 

another side, Riaz as a leader of Muslim radicals,  introduced Shahid about 

friendship and Islam fundamentalism. One day Riaz and his followers wanted 

to burn a book which written by Rushdie with the title The Satanic Verses. 

Riaz wanted to burn this book because of the content of The Satanic Verses 

insults Islam, prophet Muhammad and his wives. In contradictory side, 

Deedee thought that Literature was just free imagination. Shahid stood off 

two different culture and perspective. In the end of the story Riaz and his 

friends got hurt because of their action bombed a bookstore and Shahid 

choosed Deedee. They ran away together to seaside town. 

There are four reasons why the reasercher is interesting in studying 

this novel. The first reason is the character and characterization of the novel. 

The main character of the novel, Shahid is the visible image of Hanif 

Kureishi who lives in London and comes from Pakistani family. In the novel, 

Shahid as a Pakistani Muslim like to read The Satanic Verses by Salman 

Rushdie.  At the end of the story, Shahid’s decision to choose Deedee same as 

Hanif Kureishi’s decision to stay in London. The second reason is the 
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intresting conflict in the novel. The internal conflict between Muslim 

fundamentalism and liberalism happens because of the different culture and 

perception between them. In the novel, the conflict between them become 

serious and anarchy because of The Satanic Verses publication. Muslim 

fundamentalism argue that the novel insults Islam but liberalism think that the 

novel is just an imagination. The third reason is the style used by the author 

of the novel. Because of the content of the novel is about sex and drug, Hanif 

Kureishi mostly uses the vulgar speech. But he also use the simple short 

sentence and easy to undertstand. The last reason is the topic in the novel. 

Religion and culture which become the topic of the novel is oftentimes 

happening in the real world and sometimes causing the difference of socio-

economic class and cleavage. 

By so doing, the researcher gives the title: CONFLICT OF 

CULTURES REFLECTED IN HANIF KUREISHI’S THE BLACK 

ALBUM : A SOCIOLOGICAL APPROACH. 

 

B. Literature Review 

There are some of literature review related to The Black Album by Hanif 

Kureishi. People who are interested in The Black Album are James Saynor, 

Donald Weber, Fredick M. Holmes, Michael Reder, and Rachel Donadio. 

The first is James Saynor who wrote Mirror Shades-The Black Album by 

Hanif Kureishi. James Saynor argued that Hanif Kureishi is just a liberal 

humanist with a record collection and an unrealistic belief in everlasting love. 
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He also wrote a little summary about The Black Album and he stated “in this 

novel culture is no longer synonymous with “learning” but with “fun” and 

“lifestyle” (James Saynor, 1995: 40-41). 

The second is Donald Weber who wrote “No Secrets Were Safe From 

Me”: Situating Hanif Kureishi. In the journal, Weber reviewed some of Hanif 

Kureishi’s novels. He also compared Hanif Kureishi’s novels with Salman 

Rushdie as Kureishi’s friend and mentor. Weber believed that the novel’s title 

comes from an unreleased Prince album (Donald Weber, 1997: 129-130). 

The third is Fredick M. Holmes who wrote The Postcolonial Subject 

divided between East and West: Kureishi’s The Black Album as an Intertext 

of Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses. He compared The Satanic Verses with The 

Black Album. He found not only the same characterization, but also the 

relationship between the character. For example, Shahid in The Black Album 

was the same as Saladin in The Satanic Verses. Fredick concluded that 

“Kureishi exploited in using Rushdie’s novel and the controversy surrounding 

it as a springboard for his own investigation and writing” (Fredick M. 

Holmes, 2001: 311-312). 

The fourth is Michael Reder who reviewed The Black Album. The 

content of the novel accroding to Michael Reder: “the novel addresses with 

wit and humor many pressing issues such as racism, the conflict between art 

and religion, and the plight of imigrants”. He also argued that The Black 

Album is full of humour and energy, and entertaining to read (Michael Reder, 

1997: 189-190). 
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The last is Rachel Donadio who made a big question about the reason 

why Hanif Kureishi is still in love with Britain’s pansexual and multicultural 

metropolis. He wrote about Kureishi’s life and family, the novels, and the 

background why Kureishi wrote the novel. Donadio concluded that The Black 

Album is the novel as Kureishi’s protest against Muslim Fundamentalism who 

want to kill his friend Salman Rushdie (Rachel Donadio, 2008: 24-26). 

But in this paper, the researcher will ananyze deeply about the conflict 

between two cultures in this novel, fundamentalism and liberalism, and also 

the factor that causes the conflict between the cultures. So, that the researcher 

analyzes CONFLICT OF CULTURES REFLECTED IN HANIF 

KUREISHI’S THE BLACK ALBUM : A SOCIOLOGICAL 

APPROACH. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

Based on the previous background of study, the researcher proposed the 

problem “How is conflict of culture reflected in Hanif Kureishi’s The Black 

Album?”. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

The researcher focuses this research in analyzing the conflict of cultures 

reflected in Hanif Kureishi’s The Black Album on a Sociological Approach. 
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E. Objectives of the Study 

In carrying this research the researcher formulates the objectives of the 

study as follow: 

1. To describe The Black Album novel based on structural elements of 

novel. 

2. To analyze the cultural confict reflected in The Black Album novel by 

Hanif Kureishi based on a Sociological Approach. 

 

F. Benefits of the Study 

The researcher really hopes that his research on The Black Album has 

benefits. The benefits of this study will be distinguished into two benefits: 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

The result of this study is expected to be able to give information and 

contribution the development of the knowledge, an academic reference 

by other researcher to conduct further research and particularly the 

literary studies on The Black Album novel. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The study is expected to enrich knowledge and experience of the 

writer and another student of Muhammadiyah University of Surakarta or 

another University who have interest with literary study on the novel 

from a Sociological Approach.  

 

 



8 
 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

In this research, the researcher uses a qualitative research. It is 

library research while data sources are using literary data. It aims at 

analyzing novel using sociological approach. The steps to conduct this 

research are (a) determining the type of the study, (b) determining the 

object of the study, (c) determining data and data source, (d) determining 

technique of data collection, and (e) determining technique of data 

analysis. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is conflict of cultures reflected in The Black 

Album by Hanif Kureishi. It is analyzed by using a sociological approach. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two data sources that are needed to do this research, 

namely primary data sources and secondary data sources. 

a. Primary data sources 

The primary data source is The Black Album by Hanif 

Kureishi. 

b. Secondary data sources 

The secondary data are taken from other sources related to 

study, such as: dictionary, some books that can support the analysis. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The methods of collecting data is note taking, with the steps are: 
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a. Reading the novel 

b. Determining the character that will be analyzed 

c. Taking notes of important thing both of primary and secondary data 

sources. 

d. Classifying and determining the relevant data 

e. Looking for books to search any information that relates with the 

novel such as novel’s substitles, identitiy, response of the reader, etc. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique used in analyzing the data is descriptive analysis. It 

concerns with structural element of the conflict of cultures reflected in 

The Black Album by Hanif Kureishi. 

 

H. Research Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “Conflict of Cultures in Hanif 

Kureishi’s The Black Album” is as follows: Chapter I is Introduction, which 

consists of background of the study, literary review, problem statement, 

limitation of the study, objective of the study, benefit of the study, theoritical 

approach, research method, and research paper organization. Chapter II 

comprises of the underlying theory, which presents the notion of sociology of 

literature, types of sociology of literature, notion of culture, the characteristic 

of culture, conflict between cultures, structural elements of the novel and 

theoritical application. Chapter III deals with the social historical background 

of England society in the late of twentieth century. Chapter IV deals with the 



10 
 

structural analysis of the novel, which involves the narratives elements, 

technical elements, and discussion. Chapter V presents the Sociological 

analysis. Chapter VI presents Conclusion and Suggestion. 

 

 


