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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

The Diary of a Young Girl is diary by Anne Frank published in 

1991. It is a translation diary from Dutch. It is translated by Susan Massotty, 

and edited by Otto Frank and Mirjam Pressler. It consists of 182 pages. She 

writes this diary only. Actually, she writes a diary, but her father who is still 

alive when the war ends, makes her diary to be a book. Firstly, this diary 

comes out in 1947 in Netherlands by Contact publisher, Amsterdam, entitled 

Het Achterhuis (Dutch). This title refers to the part of the building that was 

used to be hiding place by Anne Frank family between 1942 until 1044. This 

diary is also translated from Dutch to 67 languages in the world. After this 

diary comes out, people in the world know this diary as The Diary of a Young 

Girl.  

Anne Frank is a Jewish girl who was as one of victims of World 

War II. Her full name is Annelies Marie Frank. She was born on June 12, 

1929 in Frankfurt, Germany, and she died on March 15, 1945 in 

concentration camp, Bergen-Belsen, Lower Saxony, Germany when her age 

is fifteen. Her parents are Otto Frank and Edith Frank. She has a sister, her 

name is Margot Betti Frank, who is three years older. On her thirteenth 

birthday on June 12, 1942, Anne get a diary and the name of her diary is 

Kitty. This diary is very admirable, because it records sequence of important
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 events in Anne’s life. she always told all things happen in her diary, 

especially when she was into hiding from Nazi pursuit. By her writing, Anne 

is a victim of Nazi that is very famous. 

Anne Frank is a young girl who is well-known because of her 

writing in a diary when she and her family went into hiding with four another 

people in a secret place in Achterhuis, Amsterdam when Nazi occupation in 

Dutch when World War II. After hiding for two years, they were betrayed by 

someone and brought to a concentration camp where all of citizen of 

Achterhuis died, except Anne’s father, Otto Frank. After the war ended, Otto 

Frank who was still alive back to Amsterdam, and his assistant, Miep Gies 

gave Anne’s diary that she found. Anne’s father tried to make his daughter’s 

diary as a book and publish it because he knew that her daughter wanted to be 

a writer. 

This diary tells about a young girl, her name is Anne Frank 

whotried hide from Nazi pursuit. She was one of victims from Nazi cruelty 

when World War II. She and her family, and two other families went into 

hiding in a secret place, its name was Achterhuis,  located in the upper-back 

portion of Otto Frank’s business at 263 Prinsengracht. Her father was Otto 

Frank, her mother was Edith Frank, and she had a sister, Margot Betti Frank. 

When she went into hiding, she always told anything that happened to Kitty, 

her diary which she got on her thirteenth birthday.  

As a Jews, when government administration run by Adolf Hitler, 

she and her family had to use a yellow star. It was a sign that they were Jews 
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so that they could be recognized easily. It made her life and her family not 

free. 

For two years, Anne Frank’s family with two other families that 

also hid had been betrayed by an anonymous tip until now and then they got 

caught. Then, they were sent to ‘Camp Westerbork’, a concentration camp in 

the northeastern Netherlands by passenger train. They were transferred to the 

Auschwitz death camp in Poland. Upon arrival at Auschwitz, the men and 

women were separated. After several months of hard labor hauling heavy 

stones and grass mats, Anne and Margot were again transferred during the 

winter to the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp in Germany.  

At early March, only a few weeks before Russian soldiers liberated 

the camp. Anne Frank was just 15 years old at the time of her death, one of 

more than 1 million Jewish children who died in the Holocaust. Otto Frank 

was the only member of his immediate family to survive. At the end of the 

war, he returned home to Amsterdam, searching desperately for news of his 

family. 

The responses of audience about The Diary of a Young Girl are 

various. Eleanor Roosevelt, former first lady of the United States said that the 

diary of Anne Frank is monument for outstanding spirit and those who seek 

peace.Reading this book is enriching and rewarding experience. Then, 

Guardian said that it is one of the greatest books of the century. The 

Philadephia Inquirer also give good respond. It tells that it is one of the most 

touching personal documents that emerged from World War II. On the other 
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hand, there is also negative response. It comes from Jess. She said that books 

and film about the Holocaust are fascinating, but not this one. In the 

researcher’s opinion, The Diary of a Young Girl is the amazing diary because 

it records the history evidence when World War II and it should gets a Nobel 

Prize.(http://www.goodreads.com/book/show/48855.The_Diary_of_a_Young

_Girl). 

The Diary of a Young Girl is one of interesting diary and to be a 

bestselling single-volume book, because it entered into 50 books with the 

most sales. This book is rated 42 with sales of 30 million copies in 2013. 

Now, the price of this novel is $14.49. The book is in several lists of the top 

books of the 20th century. (http://maverickbookreview.blogspot.com/ 

2005/06/The_Diary_of_a_Young_Girl.html).  

The Diary of a Young Girl ever filmed in 1959 with the same title. 

Then in 1995, it also ever filmed in the form of anime film entitled Anne no 

Nikki. It is also shown in television. In 1967 as a TV film entitled The Diary 

of Anne Frank, in 1980 with the same title as a film, in 1987 as a BBC TV 

serial with the same title. In 1988, entitled The Attic: The Hiding of Anne 

Frank, It aired as a TV film but when entitled Laatste Zeven Maanden van 

Anne Frank as TV Documentary. In 1995, entitled Anne Frank Remembered 

aired also as TV Documentary. In 2001 as mini series entitled Anne Frank: 

The Whole Story. And the last as BBC TV Serial entitled The Diary of Anne 

Frank in 2009. The Diary of a Young Girl also ever made plays and operas 

with titles The Diary of Anne Frank. 
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There are some reasons why the researcheris interested in studying 

this diary. Firstly, this diary tells about the history of World War II. We can 

know much deeper about what happened long time ago when Adolf Hitler run 

German Government. How he eliminated Jews and killed them.  

Secondly, The Diary of a Young Girl tells about fact story and the 

major character of this diary is the own writer, Anne Frank. We can know 

how the writer can survive with her family in a dangerous condition, and 

what the writer feels when she watches the war with her own eyes. 

Thirdly, the writer of this diary is still young, thirteen years, and it 

is interesting, because we can find child language that is still natural and 

special. 

Fourth, this diary tells the story of life in a small room on the 

limitations of deprivation due to terrible conditions out there because of the 

war and it can teach us to be able to survive in any difficult situation. 

The researcher uses the Marxist perspective as an approach to 

analyze this diary, because the story of this diaryis about protest against 

ethnic cleansing. Marxism is a social theory originated as a response to the 

social problems engendered by the capitalist mode of production: Imperalist 

war, massive impoverishment, racism, oppession, alienation, the destruction 

of the environment, and the like. Suseno (2001: 5) also said that “Marxism is 

the term for ideology about the relation between economic, social, and 

political concept. On the other hand, Selden (2005: 94) has his own opinion 

about Marxism. He said that the basic tenets of Marxism are not easier to 
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summarize than the essential doctrines of Christianity. So, the researcher 

conducts a research entitled: PROTEST AGAINST ETHNIC 

CLEANSING IN ANNE FRANK’S THE DIARY OF A YOUNG 

GIRL(1991): MARXIST PERSPECTIVE. 

 

B. Literature Review 

The researcher gets two the previous study.  The first from Jumia 

Prihatiwi (Sebelas Maret University). She wrote a thesis entitled “A 

TRANSLATION ANALYSIS ON ENGLISH IDIOMATIC EXPRESSION 

IN “THE DIARY OF A YOUNG GIRL (THE DEFINITIVE EDITI ON)” 

TRANSLATED INTO “CATATAN HARIAN ANNE FRANK (EDISI 

PALING LENGKAP)”.  This thesis talks about the types of idiomatic 

expressions that are used in The Diary of a Young Girl novel, and it also talks 

about the strategy used by the translators and the accuracy of the translation 

of English Idiomatic Expression in “The Diary of a Young Girl (The 

Definitive Edition)” translated into “Catatan Harian Anne Frank (Edisi 

Paling Lengkap)”. Then, the result of this research shows that the application 

of the strategy of paraphrase has resulted in the high accuracy of the 

translation of idiomatic expressions in the novel and most of them are in form 

of phrase idiom. On the other hand, the strategy of literal translation results in 

less accurate and inaccurate http://dglib.uns.ac.id/ 

pengguna.php?mn=detail&d_id=22646. 
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The second previous study is by Judith Hayn from Loyola 

University, Chicago, Illinois, USA. The title of her thesis is “ SHADOW 

LIFE: A PORTRAIT OF ANNE FRANK AND HER FAMILY ” . This thesis 

talks about the portrait of Anne Frank and her family life when World War II. 

It tells about the life of Frank Family when they are in “Secret Annex” and 

they fear if they get caught by the Germans. In addition, this thesis also talks 

about life in the horrible concentration camps of Germany and until finally 

Anne Frank died of typhus. 

Based on both previous studies above, the researcher finds 

similaritiy. The similarity is about the object that is analyzed. Both use The 

Diary of a Young Girl by Anne Frank as the principal material to analyze in 

the research. 

The researcher also finds the differences of both previous studies 

above. The difference sees from the issue and the principal problem that is 

analyzed. The first previous study discussed idiomatic expression in The 

Diary of a Young Girl, but the second previous study is about the life of Anne 

Frank and her family during World War II. 

 

C. Problem Statement 

The study focuses on the protest against ethnic cleansing in the 

Netherlands. Protest against ethnic cleansing here means the effort of the 

Jews to protest the conditions that require them away from their own 

countries, the Netherlands. The researcher will analyze the diary based on the 
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structural elements and Anne’s protest against ethnic cleansing when she and 

her family try to save themselves by hiding in a secret place as the main 

character in Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girlusinga Marxist 

Perspective. 

 

D. Limitation of the Study 

In this research, the researcher focuses on Nazi atrocities as a ruler 

toward the Jews in the Netherlands in Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young 

Girlviewed by Marxist Perspective.  

 

E. Objectives of the Study 

After the researcher reads The Diary of a Young Girl by Anne 

Frank, the researcher concludes some objectives of the study. The objectives 

of the research are: 

1. To describe the structural elements of the diary. 

2. To analyze the diary based on the Marxist perspective. 

  The research paper has some disadvantages. The Diary of a Young 

Girl is the translated diary from Dutch language. The research paper does not 

use the original diary as the object of the study, but the writer uses The Diary 

of a Young Girl PDF version accessed from en.bookfi.org downloading. 

Therefore, it has different number of page from the original diary. The 

original The Diary of a Young Girl consists of more than 400 pages, while in 

PDF version, it consists of 182 pages only. 
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F. Benefits of the Study 

  The researcher hopes this research paper can give theoretical and 

practical benefit.  

The benefits expected from the study are as follows: 

1. Theoretical Benefit. 

Theoretically, the study is expected to give diary contribution on 

literary knowledge, especially the literary study of The Diary of a Young 

Girl by Anne Frank. 

2. Practical Benefits. 

Practically, the study will increase the researcher’s knowledge 

about  literary work, especially to understand the diary related on Marxist 

analysis. 

 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

The research of this study is qualitative research, which takes the 

sources from words and other written text. According to Moleong (1983: 

3), qualitative research is a type of research that has descriptive data in the 

forms of written or oral from observing people or behaviour. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is The Diary of a Young Girl written by 

Anne Frank. It is analyzed by using Marxist Perspective. 
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3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

Type of data in this research is textual data. It consists of word, 

phrase and sentences. The data source consists of two categories, they are 

primary data source and secondary data source. The primary data source 

is the diary itself. The secondary data source is about marxistand all 

relevant materials in the diary. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The researcher uses note-taking technique to collect the data and 

the steps of technique of the data collection are : 

a. Reading the Anne Frank’s TheDiary of a Young Girl carefullyuntil 

understand. 

b. Identifing data that can be analyzed. 

c. Selecting one of some approaches that is relevant for analyzing the 

data. 

d. Going to the library, reading some books as reference, surfing the 

internet, which can be used to analyze data. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

The technique of analyzing data is descriptive analysis that 

analyzes structural elements of the diary and the Marxist perspective of 

work. 
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H. Research Paper Organization 

Research paper is the goal of this proposal. So, the researcher decides 

to divide it into five chapters, namely Introduction, Underlying Theory, 

Analysis the Structural elements of diary, Analysis of Protest against Ethnic 

Cleansing and Conclusion and Suggestion. The first chapter is introduction. 

In this chapter, the researcher will write the background of the study, literary 

review, problem statement, limitation of study, objectives of the study, 

benefit of the study, research method, and research paper organization. It is 

the gate of the research paper, so the researcher wants to give the prior 

knowledge about this research paper for the readers before reading it. Then, 

the second chapter is underlying theory. All sources and theories the 

researchergot from books and websites are written in this part to be the guide 

in analyzing Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl. It covers Marxist 

perspective containing Marxist literary criticism, especially the nature of 

Marxist, the founders, the principles and the Marxist theory and literary 

criticism. Then, the third chapter is the analysis of the social background. It 

includes the social background with all of the aspects of the social reality of 

the Netherlands society in twenty century when Adolf Hitler come and hold 

the power. Then, the fourth chapter is analysis of the structure of the diary. In 

researcher’s opinion, analyzing the structure of the diary is important to be 

added to. This structure will help the readers to understand all of the parts in 

the diary, so they have prior knowledge and enjoy the story. Then, the fifth 

chapter is analyzing protest against ethnic cleansing. It is the main analysis or 
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topic. After having prior knowledge of the story, the readers can focus on 

protest against ethnic cleansing which is reflected in this diary. Here, the 

researcher will analyze this protest against ethnic cleansing by using some 

theories that the researcher has got and explained at the former case. Then, 

the last chapter is conclusion and suggestion. After analyzing the protest 

against ethnic cleansing, the researcher will write the conclusion about 

analysis and some suggestions for the diary. Conclusion is the researcher’s 

conclusion about the protest against ethnic cleansing which is reflected in 

Anne Frank’s The Diary of a Young Girl. Then, suggestion is the researcher’s 

advice to the readers why they should read Anne Frank’s The Diary of a 

Young Girl. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


