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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter deals with the introduction of the research. It describes 

background of the study, literature review, limitation of the study, problem 

statement, objective of the study, research method and research paper 

organization.   

A. Background of the Study 

We live in plural society. We are growing in our society with different 

sociocultural conditions. The conditions of sociocultural and pluralistic influence 

our sexuality, which covers a wide range of sexual attitudes and values. People`s 

sexual attitudes, experiences, and behaviors are shaped to a large extent by their 

cultural condition and beliefs (Rathus, 2009: 5). In this plural society, we are 

probably more accepting of both premarital and extramarital sexual intercourse. 

Most woman and man do premarital sexual intercourse as the way to motivate 

their marriage. Husbands and wives who involve in affairs and prefer to have 

extramarital sexual intercourse because they are unsatisfied with, unfulfilled by, 

or troubled with their marital relationship. Foreplay, kissing, touching, hugging, 

and everything related with human sexual organs are considered sexual 

intercourse. 
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Talking about physical activities which may or may not involve 

sexual organs, hugging, kissing, masturbation, sexual intercourses and so on, 

for proposes of pleasure or reproduction is considered sex. Sex refers to 

human anatomic structures called sex organs or sexual organs that play a role 

in reproduction or sexual pleasure (Rathus, 2009: 4).  

In the second wave feminist theory, sex taken to be a universal 

biological and gender is a cultural variable (Brook, 1997: 190). For feminist, 

the discussion of biological sex differences is critical because women`s 

anatomy has been seen as determining their destiny. Feminist perspective 

begins with understanding of women`s status as socially, not biologically 

(Margaret, 1983: 22). 

Sexual orientation refers to the sex of someone that is sexually and 

romantically attracted. The categories of sexual orientation typically have 

included attraction to members of one’s own sex (gay men or lesbians), 

attraction to members of the other sex (heterosexuals), and attraction to 

members of both sexes (bisexuals). Sexuality is generally taken to refer to the 

social experience and expression of physical bodily desires, real or imagined, 

by others, for others, or for oneself. It encompasses erotic desires, identities 

and practices (Abbott, 2005: 198). Kissing, hugging, erotic feeling, manual 

manipulation of genital, and oral genital contact are all sexual behaviors that 

can provide sensual simulation (Rathus, 2009: 4). 

Taboo is concerned with all the social mechanism of obedience, 

which has ritual significance with specific and restrictive behavior in 
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dangerous situations (Steiner, 2013: 20). Sex is one of taboo subject. Sex 

considered taboo while it describe human intimate organ and every kinds of 

sexual acts, such as kiss, rape, promiscuity, masturbation etc. 

One of critical novel in Indonesia that described sexual problems is 

SAMAN (1998) novel by Ayu Utami. SAMAN (1998) published in May 1998 

and translated into English in 2005 by Pamela Allen considered as a 

controversial Indonesian novel. This was due to the reason that this novel 

depicts sexual freedom and women sexual openness. Some senior and well-

known Indonesian writers stated that SAMAN (1998) “represents a betrayal of 

Indonesian national identity that borders being gratuitous pornography” 

(Marching, 2007: 133). SAMAN (1998) was award the Prince Claus Award in 

the year 2000.  

SAMAN (1998) is a story that described oppression of plantation 

workers in South Sumatra. The main character of Saman arouse as the hero 

by his struggle in fighting for the low class society`s right. It is story of 

exploration of female sexuality and a story about love in all its guises by the 

four women characters. SAMAN (1998) reveals some Indonesia's taboos, they 

are related to sexuality, political repression, the relationship between people 

with others who had different religion, and the relationship of people between 

elf and God.  

SAMAN (1998) is written by Justina Ayu Utami, famous women 

writer in Indonesia known as Ayu Utami. Ayu Utami was born on 21
st
 

November 1968 in Bogor and grew up in Jakarta. She obtained her Bachelor's 
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degree from the University of Indonesia, where she studied Russian language 

and literature. Utami had already published reports and essays in various 

newspapers since she was in college. SAMAN (1998) was translated into 

English by Pamela Allen in 2005.  

Main figure in SAMAN (1998) novel is Athanasius Wisanggeni or 

Saman, someone that really religious, drudge and more accentuate friendship. 

He was a priest. There were many things that must be face, most concern on 

how the grinds of high level people in money measure that assume as 

subordinate people. He assisted low economics society in plantation of rubber 

area. Wisanggeni did things to uphold a justice, but it he he had to face 

various heavy obstacles. The hard challenges to empower the society there. 

Then he felt in love with a backward mental girl, Upi. 

In Wisanggeni`s himself, it exists a strange power that can help him 

at emergency time, this happened several times, and the last one was when he 

tried to escape from the raging fire that burned the place where he jailed in. 

Then the condition in Medan did not safe anymore for him, because some 

demonstrations and economic crisis. Then he moved to Jakarta and changed 

his name to Saman. As time went by, Saman changed from religious to 

ordinary man. He had big doubt of God. He thought God did not help him 

when he was in a jail and faced many complicated problems. He owned love 

passion with woman, passion  which should not be had by a priest. It showed 

from the correspondences among Saman and Yasmin. In the correspondences, 

he really told that he felt in love and had made a love with Yasmin.  At any 
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other story, this novel also tells relationship among figures, but not many, just 

a few figures that were bonded, they are Laila, Choke, and Shakuntala they 

are Yasmin’s best friends. They had helped Saman to move to a safer place 

(Marching, 2007). 

There are reasons why the researcher is interested in studying this 

novel. First, the researcher admires the bravery of Ayu Utami  as SAMAN 

(1998) author. Second, the researcher wants to reveal sexual taboo in the 

novel. Third, the novel talked about women`s position on that era. Fourth, the 

plot of the novel is interesting. Fifth, the issue of the novel is reflected well. 

First, researcher admires the bravery of Ayu Utami as SAMAN 

(1998) writer. The writer thinks that Ayu Utami is a popular female writer in 

Indonesia. Most of her works considered radical.  They opposed Indonesian`s 

Islamic review and social value, because they were talking about sexuality 

which is considered taboo. Second, the researcher wants to reveal sexual 

taboo in the novel. There are many descriptions of sex, which are very vulgar. 

Even some Indonesian writers have given some critiques for this novel. The 

sex phenomena described in SAMAN (1998) are premarital and extramarital 

sex, immorality, promiscuity, mastrubation and rape. 

The third reason is that the novel talked about women`s position on 

that era. SAMAN (1998) became possible to challenge the normative 

standards of authoritarianism, militarism, and monolithic thinking of 

Suharto`s New Order. SAMAN (1998) has pushed the boundaries of public 

representations of sex, social roles, individual identity, and family life, 
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capturing the Indonesian urban public`s attention as well as adding grist for 

public debates about pornography and the limits of artistic expression. 

The fourth reason is that the plot of the novel is interesting. The 

writer of the novel aroused the problem from unpredictable part of the novel. 

The readers can`t guess the crucial problem before they finish reading the 

novel, instead they read the summary. Fifth, the main issue of the novel is 

reflected well. SAMAN (1998) is very popular with its issues of the sexual 

phenomena. However, Ayu had successfully voiced woman`s perspective on 

social issue that considered taboo. 

The researcher used the feminist perspective to analyze the sexual 

taboo in this novel. The issue of sexual taboo is analyzed by using Focault`s 

theory called reproduction of power in his book of The History of Sexuality. 

By doing so, the researcher gives the title: SEXUAL TABOO 

REFLECTED IN AYU UTAMI`S SAMAN NOVEL (1998) A FEMINIST 

PERSPECTIVE. 

B. Literature Review 

   Studies on Ayu Utami`s SAMAN (1998) have been conducted by 

many researchers. Some of the researchers focused on female sexuality, 

feminist point of view, and about feminism. They are as follows: 

1. Article entitled Description of Female Sexuality in Ayu Utami`s Saman, 

written by Marching Soe Tjen on February 2007, was published in Journal 

of Southeast Asian Studies. This article contains criticism from many 

writers in Indonesia towards this novel. The first from Pramudya Ananta 
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Toer.He provided an endorsement of Ayu Utami on the back cover of 

SAMAN (1998) in a subsequent interview he declared that he could not 

stand reading the novel since it mainly described sex. Second, from Taufik 

Ismail, argued that the current group of young female Indonesian writers 

are competing with one another in terms of sexual explicitness of their 

writings, a phenomenon that also disgust him. The third, well-known 

Indonesian poet, Rendra, expressed doubts about the originality of SAMAN 

(1998). 

2. The Power Sexuality as Women`s Inferiority over Men in Ayu Utami`s 

Saman contemporary critical essay by Serunai Mentari on October 6 2012. 

In the essay stated that Ayu Utami successfully voiced women`s  

perspective on social issue that were once considered taboo. Ayu Utami 

showed her personality as writer, and her writing becomes very significant 

works of literature for the writer.  

3. Indonesia research paper entitled Perilaku Seksual Dalam Novel Saman 

Karya Ayu Utami (2009) is written by Oktavita. In this research paper, the 

writer only took sexual acts by the character in SAMAN (1998). The writer 

did not analyze them with any theory.  

The literature reviews above is about women and sexuality in 

SAMAN (1998) novel. The first article concerns on the description of female 

sexuality. The second talks about the power of sexuality in SAMAN (1998). 

The third mentions the sexual acts done by the characters in SAMAN (1998). 

All that literature reviews only describes the sexuality and its power in it.  
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Research that will be done by the writer here will focus on sexual 

taboo in SAMAN (1998). There is no research that has been done by other 

researcher which focus on sexual taboo in SAMAN (1998). The writer used 

these literature review to know the sexual phenomena in SAMAN (1998) 

which considered taboo then analyze them by using feminist perspective. 

Then the writer conduct the reseach SEXUAL TABOO REFLECTED IN 

AYU UTAMI`S SAMAN NOVEL (1998) A FEMINIST PERSPECTIVE. 

C. Problem Statement 

 Based on the background of the study above, the problem statements are 

formulated as follows: 

1. How is the structural analysis of Ayu Utami`s SAMAN (1998) novel? 

2. How is sexual taboo reflected in Ayu Utami`s SAMAN (1998) novel? 

D. Limitation of the Study 

  To make close analysis of the novel, the researcher limits the study 

of this research in analyzing sexual taboo reflected in Ayu Utami`s SAMAN 

(1998) by feminist perspective. 

E. Objective of the Study 

The researcher formulates the objective of the study as follows: 

1. To describe sexual taboo reflected in SAMAN (1998) novel based on 

structural elements of the novel. 

2. To analyze sexual taboo that is reflected in SAMAN (1998) novel based on 

feminist perspective. 
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F. Benefit of the Study 

The researcher hopes that the study of this research will give some benefits in 

this following ways:  

1. Theoretical Benefit 

a. The result of the study may become additional references in literary 

work, especially in feminist perspective. 

b. The result of the study can add knowledge and understanding about 

sexual taboo reflected in Ayu Utami`s SAMAN (1998) a feminist 

perspective. 

2. Practical Benefit 

The result of the study may give benefit to: 

a. The students, 

b. The readers, and 

c. Other researchers. 

G. Research Method 

The research does research based on the following methods: 

1. Type of the Study  

 Type of the study used by the researcher to make this research is 

descriptive qualitative research. The purpose of descriptive qualitative 

research is to analyze the novel using feminist perspective. The first step 

of conducting the research is determining the type of the study. The second 

is determining the object of the study. Then the third is determining the 
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data sources. The fourth is determining the technique of data collection, 

and the fifth is determining the technique for data analysis. 

2. Objective of the Study 

  The object of the study of the research is SAMAN (1998) novel, 

originally published in Indonesian language, written by Ayu Utami and 

translated in English by Pamela Allen. This novel was written and 

published on April 1998. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Sources 

 The data of this research are divided into two kinds, namely primary data 

and secondary data. 

a. Primary Data Sources 

Primary data sources in this research consist of data collected from 

Ayu Utami`s SAMAN (1998) in English and Indonesian version. 

b. Secondary Data Sources 

The researcher gets secondary data from books, internet, online 

journals, note, dictionary, and other sources that relate to the study. 

4. Technique of Data Collection 

The step of technique for collecting data that used by the researcher to 

collect primary and secondary data sources is as follows: 

a. Intensive Reading 

 The researcher reads the novel intensively both the English and 

Indonesian version, until the researcher has understood about the 
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content. The researcher is more concerned on the sexual taboo that is 

reflected in the novel. 

b. Searching for Secondary Data 

 The researcher has searched and collected the secondary data from note, 

books, journal, in library and internet. 

c. Identification 

 The researcher identifies the structural element and the content of the 

novel which concern on sexual taboo with the secondary data, which 

are obtained from other sources. 

d. Hand Writing 

 The researcher marks every important part of the novel related to the 

structural element of the novel and the sexual taboo. The researcher 

often makes notes before typing and some outlines of the research. 

e. Giving Description 

 The important parts that have been marked in the novel and the outline 

of research are the part that will be given descriptions by the researcher. 

The researcher given sufficient description based on the researcher`s 

assumption guided by the theories. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

 The technique of data analysis that used by the researcher is 

descriptive analysis. Descriptive analysis concerns with the structural 

elements of the novel and sexual taboo. Then the researcher describes and 
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correlates the structural elements of the novel and the sexual taboo based 

on feminist perspective. 

H. Paper Organization 

The research paper organization of “SEXUAL TABOO 

REFLECTED IN AYU UTAMI`S SAMAN NOVEL (1998) A FEMINIST 

PERSPECTIVE” is as follows: 

Chapter I is introduction, which consists of background of the study, 

literary review, problem statement, limitation of the study, objective of the 

study, benefit of the study, research method, and paper organization. Chapter 

II deals with the Underlying Theory, which explains about theory of 

feminism, the notion of feminist, major principal of feminist, structural 

element of the novel and theoretical application. Chapter III deals with the 

Social Background of Indonesia, when illegal loggings were arise and 

damage most of the forest. Chapter IV is the Structural Analysis, the writer 

explains the structural elements of the story and discussions. Chapter V 

presents Feminist Analysis and the application of underlying theory in which 

deconstructive sexual taboo at Ayu Utamis SAMAN (1998) is analyzed by 

feminist perspective. Chapter VI presents the Conclusion and Suggestion of 

the research. 

 




