
CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Study 

 

The Sonnet of Shakespeare is a sonnet collection by William 

Shakespeare which already edited by Thomas George Tucker as collection 

of Cambridge Library and as a commentary about sonnet. He was the 

founding professor of Classic and English at Auckland University College. 

The first published of Shakespeare Sonnet in 1609 by Thomas Thorpe at 

London. This book was published in United States of America by 

Cambridge University Press, the first edition was printed 1924 and later 

digitally printed in 2009. 

William Shakespeare (1524 – 1616) was the masterwork of literary 

work. The name Gulielmus Filius Johannes Shakespeare was a name 

baptismal from the church in Stafford-upon-Avon on 26 April 1564, such a 

birthday Shakespeare death’s 52 years later, on 23 April 1616 (William 

Baker, 2009: 25). From his life, Shakespeare has created many literary 

works, from this periodic. He was a great masterpiece of the literature 

ranged from the 1599 to 1608 and already produced masterpiece works like 

Hamlet, Othello, King Lear, Romeo Juliet, Henry IV part 1 and 2 ,as you 

like it Lover’s Complaint ,Venus and Adonis,  etc.  Shakespeare is known 

to had written thirty seven plays, two narrative poems, and sonnet from 

1588 thought 1613 (Senna ,2002:9). From the bestseller of 
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Shakespeare, we know that he wrote in Ressis\nance periodic, or 

formerly called Elizabeth periodic. 

S h a k e s p e a r e  n o t  o n l y  a c t e d  w i t h  
t h e  G l o b e ’ s  c o m p a n y  o f  a c t o r s ;  
h e  w a s  a l s o  a  s h a r e  h o l d e r  a n d  
e v e n t u a l l y  b e c a m e  t h e  t r o u p e ’ s  
m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  p l a y w r i g h t .  T h e  
c o m p a n y  i n c l u d e d  L o n d o n ’ s  
m o s t  f a m o u s  a c t o r s ,  w h o  
i n s p i r e d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  s o m e  o f  
S h a k e s p e a r e ’ s  b e s t - k n o w n  
c h a r a c t e r s ,  s u c h  a s  H a m l e t  a n d  
L e a r ,  a s  w e l l  a s  h i s  c l o w n s  a n d  
f o o l s .  ( Harold Bloom, 2001 : 19) 

Shakespeare’s work is much about love and reality life of human 

being, in the Sonnet is a 14 line that rhymes in a particular patterns (Senna 

,2002 : 10), and from Sonnet Shakespeare  called Shakespearean Sonnet 

(The Elizabethan Sonnet) has the simplest and most flexible patterns of all 

sonnet consisting of 3 quatrains of alternative rhyme and couplet : abab 

cdcd efef gg. The rhythmic patterns of the sonnet are iambic pentameter. 

Shakespeare sonnet was using 12 line as first topic and 2 as conclusion or 

closing in each sonnet. 

Shakespeare Sonnet is about love, passionate and desire. The sonnet 

is having certain characterization inside in which there are correlation 

between story, sonnet 1 – 126 in which the poet strikes relationships Youth 

Man, a poet as youth man in this sonnet also struggle to get love from other 

person and in this sonnet, Young man like a person who is confusing in the 

journey to became as the great author. And the sonnet 127 – 152 is telling 

about desire to get love from the Dark Lady or his mistress, how a young 
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man who loved his mistress is struggle forgotten desire to loving his 

mistress. Dark Lady as his mistress just knows about the passionate, Dark 

Lady also loved other man except the young man.  In the two character of 

sonnet Shakespeare is also told about the desire of love and hope to get a 

love. The sonnet which Shakespeare wrote contains reality about true love 

and conspiracy in the love itself. 

There is one character in sonnet, Rival Poet. The Rival Poet is the 

least of the four personal in the Sonnet. The characters in the sonnet plays 

an important role in filling out another “triangular” that repeatedly marks 

Shakespeare’s sequence and mars the speaker’s peace of mind. And this 

character, takes place in the sonnet 78 – 86.  

There are some criticisms of the sonnet of Shakespeare and 

comment by the people who has analyzed the sonnet of Shakespeare, Some 

people also commented about the sonnet. One of them is Frediuan 

Psychology, he argue that; 

Shakespeare sonnet consist is Sexual desire as a human being’s 

motive. The sexual desire willl motivate people to have 

halluciantion of plessurable dream, it can be explained 

Christian Doctrine about the concept of marriage and loyalty in 

love.(Freud 606 : 11 in Thesis by Anik Soekoco at Petra 

University) 

 

Other comments came from Jhon Masefield his book Bloom’s The 

Sonnet and argue that Shakespeare Sonnet is so divergent, ambitious and 

memorable, stands preeminently above his peers, “He is our best Sonnet-

writer” (Jhon Masefield in Bloom The Sonnet .2008 : 7). And some 
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comments were from Andrew Gurr,1971. London argued about sonnet that 

used punning on some word in his sonnet, with put into his wife to the 

sonnet: 

“I hate’ from Hate away she threw”. A pun on Shakespeare 

eventual wife, Anne Hathaway. (Andrew Gurr in Bloom The 

sonnet. 2008 : 10) 

From the argument above, the sonnet could be discussed by other 

reader.  In piece of the sonnet, there are opinions that Shakespeare made the 

sonnet based on his own story. 

Shakespeare’s sonnet were published in 1609, no doubt without 

authorization, by unsavory Thomas Thorpe (1580 - 1614), describes as “a 

publishing understrapper of piratical habits” who “hung about scrivener’ 

shops” ; in order to pinch manuscript. It was not reprinted until 1640. For 

150 years this was the basic of sonnet: early piracies. In 1640 piracy title, 

rearranged, and combined the sonnet until those to the young man seem the 

woman. William Alexander Aurora (1604) was printed with numbered 

sonnets broken across pages. But the only other printed sonnet was a 

sequence to share all the features displayed by Thomas Thorpe’s Quarto it 

is the edition of Sir P.S. The second edition of the sonnets appeared in 

1640. Jhon Benson, the publisher of the volume, abandoned the order in 

which the poem appeared in the Quarto. The sonnets were reprinted by 

Edmond Malone in 1780 as the Third Edition from the sonnets. Since 1780, 

the Sonnets have generally reprinted in the order of the 1609 Quarto (Collin 

Burrow. 2002 : 94 - 98). Shakespeare’s Sonnet continues to bear it out, 
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more editions in public from some editor or designer of art in modern 

technology. In London, more book of Sonnet was published from analyst in 

each University. In the book created  by Harold Bloom with title The 

Sonnet, note that there are approximately 30 book edition of Shakespeae 

sonnet with the commentary of author of the book self and the book consist 

are analysis and critical through age about sonnet.  The American 

playwright Tony Kushner’s play  Terminating or Sonnet LXXV or “Last 

meine Schmerzen nicht verloren sein” takes as its epigraph sonnet 75 in 7 

February 1998 at Guthrie Theater Lab (Harold Bloom, 2002 : 11 ).  

Some of Europe’s poets gave a several arguments about the sonnets 

in facing the challenge of translation Shakespeare’s Sonnet and Giussepi 

Ungaretti. An Italian Great poet said “How was it possible for a translator 

to find equivalents which can capture the wondrous effect of certain modes 

of expression particularly notable for their sheer simplicity?”. The army of 

iPod owner make recording of The Sonnet of interest, and especially 

recommended is Alex Jennings’s who is reading eloquent of all 154 poems, 

was produced by Naxos Audio books. From the nineteenth century, 

Shakespeare Sonnet has having website from internet and assuming new 

shape, sound, interaction, and media identities (Harold Bloom, 2002 : 16) 

From the case above, the writer wants to analysis a sonnet of 

Shakespeare. In sonnets an analysis consists of the passion to get a love 

from the different class status. Love from the bottom life to the upper life. 

But, in the content of Sonnet, most of these tell about love, and reality of 
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human life. And from seeing to the sonnet, telling The Poet fall in love to 

his mistress who is called as Dark Lady, jealously, desire and sex is 

something almost same in understanding about relationship of love which 

consisted on sonnet. In the sonnet, the writer wants to know that how is 

love in the light of Elizabeth periodic.  

There are four points, which makes this sonnet interesting to be 

analyzed from the sonnet 127 – 150 by William Shakespeare. Firstly, from 

the characterization in sonnet who is Dark Lady or Mistress. She is 

Beautiful, Elegant, Passionate, rich but cruel and having huge desire to be 

loved by man or someone in around her. She was appertained to be an 

almost old lady, but she has charisma to invite Man to love her. The second 

character of Sonnet is The Poet. A character type is a Young Man, 

ambitious, and passionate to get love from the Mistress. The 

characterization in sonnet does not give a name or initial, but only an 

epithet from the author. In this sonnet, the author become the major 

character. And the last, characterization may give the real portrait of the 

behavior. 

Secondly, Sonnet is the most interesting. The theme of this sonnet is 

different from the other works. From several collections of the author, 

mostly are related to love. The writer is interested to analyzed love in the 

sonnets from the periodic in the author’s life. In the sonnets, romance 

aspect is very actual to the real life; more conspiracy and ambiguity in each 

word make the writer interested in it. 



7 

 

Thirdly, focusing in the sonnet, this sonnet have the figure of 

speech like; metaphor, simile, and personification in each of word. Sonnet 

136 “My mistress is not like a sunrise”, this an example of the figure of 

speech in metaphor. The author was using many figure of speech in each 

title of the sonnet.  

The last thing from the sonnet is the content. The sonnet is about the 

love, very strong love. But, in each of the sonnet is contain more opinion 

about love reputed as beautiful thing and huge desire of sex, love, and 

effort. The writer wants to analysis sonnet in the content and knowing that 

love in Elizabeth periodic view. From this case, the writer want to get mean 

about love, effort and passionate in this sonnet. 

Based on the statement above, the writer uses Sociological 

Approach as an appropriate theory to analyze this research. In this study, 

the research is interested to be analyzed using Sociological Approach by 

the title: The Exploitation of Love in The Sonnet of Shakespeare (1609): 

Sociological Approach. 

B. Literature Review 

After the searching on several literary studies in Muhammadiyah 

University of Surakarta and Sebelas Maret University in Central Java, the 

writer has not found research about Sonnet of Shakespeare. However, there 

are articles and research paper from other Universities, literary books, and 

internet which study about Sonnet of Shakespeare. 
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The research was written by Antonia Junianty Laratmase (UNM, 

2009) in her study entitled “Human and Nature Beauty by William 

Shakespeare in Sonnet 18 and 21”. Her research compare between Human 

and Nature in figurative language of sonnet. She was using objective 

approach and describing many things about nature in Shakespeare uses 

figurative language.  Her research was more especially talking about 

figurative language, especially metaphor and personification to relate the 

nature and human beauty in Sonnet. 

Other study is written by Bruce R. Smith (1991) entitled “The 

Secret Sharer” from Homosexual Desire in Shakespeare’s England: A 

critical Study. From this study, the writer analyzes about using words in 

sonnet compare with the socio cultural in Elizabeth Periodic. He was the 

critics of the Shakespeare sonnet in the meaning of words, metaphor used 

in each sonnet from the research word “Love” that can explain that desire. 

From this research, he also compared a sonnet with other works. He also 

analyzed about time and periodic of the sonnet in Elizabeth made by 

Shakespeare as Elizabeth Orthodox. 

Next study was written by Hellen Vendler (1997) entitled 

“Introduction” to Art of Shakespeare’s Sonnet. His research was about 

figurative language in Sonnet and critic about the making sonnet as the 

conspiracy in human life. From this research, the researcher explained the 

meaning of sonnet in life using Psychoanalytic approach. In analyzing 

characterization and critics of the same category in character, the researcher 
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analyzed the words and meaning of ambiguity on the sonnets to reflect the 

social specification in the sonnet like; sex, class, even race and refer to in 

Shakespeare’s life. 

From the previous studies above, the writer makes difference in this 

study. The writer will use the analysis in above as the data source. 

C. Problem Statement  

Based on the research background above, the writer is going to focus 

his research on how the Exploitation of Love described in Shakespeare 

Sonnet using Sociological Approach? 

D. Objective of the Study  

The objectives of the study are follows:  

1. To analyze Sonnet 127- 150 by William Shakespeare based on the 

structural elements. 

2. To describe the Exploitation of love at culture, society and Love by 

Elizabeth Periodic in Sonnet 127 – 150 by William Shakespeare 

based on Sociological Approach. 

E. Limitation of the Study 

The writer will focus on analyzing the Exploitation of Love in The 

Sonnet of Shakespeare (1609) by William Shakespeare by using 

Sociological Approach. 

F. Benefit of the Study 

The benefit of the study from this study is as follows:  
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1. Theoretical Benefit 

The researcher is study the literature especially on 

Shakespeare Sonnet, and its contribution to English 

Department particularly in the literary of Sonnet.  

2. Practical Benefit  

The study is expected to enrich the knowledge and 

experience of the writer and other students at UMS or other 

universities interested in literary studies. 

G. Research Method 

1. Type of the Study 

The research that is conducted by the researcher is 

descriptive qualitative research. In this research the writer uses 

descriptive qualitative research to analyze data, to interpret data, to 

collect data. 

2. Object of the Study 

The object of the study is structural element and 

sociological approach in  The sonnet of Shakespeare by William 

Shakespeare. 

3. Type of the Data and the Data Source 

There are two types of data, namely primary and secondary data, as 

follows: 
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a. Primary Data  : the primary data source is Sonnets based on 

the thematically by William Shakespeare, in the form of 

figurative language, rhyme, rhythm, and meter. 

b. Secondary Data: The secondary data sources are books or 

any information related to the sonnet and literary book, 

website related to the Shakespeare Sonnet. 

4. Technique of the Data Collection 

The techniques of data collection are as follows: 

a. Taking the Sonnet from website or book. 

b. Reading the sonnet get deeply into understanding about this 

sonnet. 

c. Analyzing the subject matter and theme in sonnet. 

d. Selecting particular parts considered important and relevant 

for analysis. 

e. Browsing in the internet or website to get other analysis 

from the sonnet, article which related about sonnet. 

f. Analyzing the sonnet with sociological approach. 

5. Technique of the Data Analysis 

In analyzing the data, the researcher applies a descriptive 

approach. It concerns with the subject matter, structural element 

and sociological approach.  
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H. Research Organization 

This research paper is divided into six chapters. Chapter I is 

introduction, which consists of background of the study, literary review, 

problem statement, objective of the study, research method and research 

organization. Chapter II is Underlying Theory. It presents Sociology of 

Literature and perspective of sociology of literature, Structural elements of 

Sonnet, Notion of Love, and Theoretical application. Chapter III is The 

Social Background of England in Seventeenth Century. Chapter IV is 

concerns with Structural Analysis of the Sonnet and Discussion. Chapter V 

is Sociological Analysis. Chapter VI is a Conclusion and Suggestion. And 

last page is Bibliography and Appendix. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


