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ABSTRACT 

The major problem of this research is how protest against injustice 
reflected in John Grisham’s The Street Lawyer novel. The objective of this 
research is to analyze the novel based on its structural element and to analyze the 
novel based on Marxist criticism. In analyzing The Street Lawyer novel, the 
researcher uses descriptive qualitative method and Marxist criticism. The data 
sources consist of primary data source and secondary data source. The primary 
data source is The Street Lawyer novel and the secondary data sources are taken 
from some books, websites, and other literary and other matters that support this 
analysis. The technique of the data collection is library research and the 
technique of data analysis is descriptive analysis. The result of this research 
shows that Grisham generally wants to describe the protest against injustice 
through The Street Lawyer. The Street lawyer novel shows that there is disparity 
between the rich and poor people in the social condition of American society at 
the late of twentieth century. The poor people often get unjust treatment from the 
rich people who have an authority. 

Keywords: Protest against Injustice, Marxist Analysis, The Street Lawyer. 

 

A. Introduction 

The Street Lawyer novel is a legal thriller genre novel written by an 

American author John Grisham. It was Grisham's ninth novel. The novel was 

released in the United States on 1 January 1998, published by Bantam Books. 

It has 271 pages and 39 chapters.  

This The Street Lawyer carried many social problems. Such as that 

that will be discussed in this research is protest against injustice. The case of 

injustice inspires John Grisham to make a work. Through his work The Street 

Lawyer novel, John Grisham wants to criticize about the justice system in 

America at the late of twentieth century. John Grisham is one of the 
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American novelists who care about the justice, so it is encouraged him to 

write a story that happen in society. In The Street Lawyer novel, Grisham 

describes the condition of homelessness in a clear. He explains the different 

classes that comprise homeless status. The homeless often gets unjust 

treatment from the people who have a power. 

In this case, the researcher discusses several previous studies. The 

first research was conducted by Azizah (UMS, 2007) entitled “Social Justice 

in John Grisham’s The Street Lawyer: A Sociological Approach” . The 

research aims to describe the structural elements of the novel and to analyze 

the novel based on sociological perspective. Her research belongs to 

qualitative research. The second research was conducted by Miharja 

(UNIKOM, 2014) entitled "The Influences of Superstructure and Base 

toward The Main Character in The Street Lawyer novel” . This research aims 

to describe the character that analyzed using Marx’s analysis about relation of 

production. It was described using Descriptive method. The third is delivered 

by Komang (UNUD, 2012) who conducted the study entitled “The 

Translation of English Personification and Simile Expressions in John 

Grisham’s The Street Lawyer into Indonesian”. This research aims to 

describe the English personifications and simile expression reflected in The 

Street Lawyer novel. Her research belongs to qualitative method. The 

differences of previous studies with this research are the issue and the 

perspective used in analyzing the research. 

The major problem of the research is how protest against injustice 

reflected in John Grisham’s The Street lawyer novel. Based on the problem, 

the researcher formulates the objective of the research to analyze the novel 

through both structural element and Marxist criticism. 

Marxist explains that social theory about human live in the world. 

The fact of Marxist realized in Marxist criticism. Suseno (2001:5) states that 

Marxism is “the term for ideology about the relation between economic, 

social and political concept”. Marxism is also used in literary criticism. 

Related to the historical background of the literary works; Marxism is one of 
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the theories that is used as perspective of some certain literary works. Wellek 

and Warren (1962: 94) defines that “Marxist critic not only study these 

relations between literature and society, but also they have their clearly 

defined conception of what these relations should be, both in our present 

society and in future ‘classes’ society”. Besides, According to Eagleton 

(1996: 12), Marxist criticism is part of a larger body of theoretical analysis 

which aims to understand ideologies- the ideas, the values and feelings by 

which men experiences the society at various times. And certain of those 

ideas, values and feelings are available to man only in literature. 

On the other hand, Klarer (1999) states that literature is referred to 

as the entirety of written expression, with the restriction that every written 

document can be categorized as literature is the more exact sense of the word. 

So, it is clear that there is close relationship between literature and Marxist. 

Marxist is studied about the real life, while literature is written expression of 

the people that created based on phenomena as social life. 

There are five issues that should be taken in Marxist criticism. 

They are (1) Dialectical materialism is process that builds reality materialism 

to reach the absolute truth and understand of its movement (Markonina and 

Abadi, 2001: 6), (2) Historical materialism is a human being create their 

material lives (Selden, 1985: 24), (3) Class struggle is a process that focuses 

on the struggle of the oppressed class against the oppressor (Markonia and 

Abadi, 2001: 35), (4) Revolution is a complete or dramatic change of method 

or condition (Hornby, 1995: 108), (5) Alienation is expressed in work and 

labor classification, where the labor cannot recognize himself as a result of 

the capitalist who master their products (Fromm, 2001: 63). 

 

B. Research Method 

The primary data source of the study is The Street lawyer novel 

written by John Grisham. The secondary data sources are taken from some 

books, websites, and other literary and other matter that support this analysis. 

The technique of data collection is library research, such as 1) reading the 
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novel, 2) determining the character that will be analyzed, 3) reading some 

related books to find out the theory, 4) taking notes of the influence 

information in textual in both primary and secondary data, 5) arranging the 

data into several groups on its classifications, 6) selecting particular part 

considered important and relevant for analysis, 7) drawing conclusion and 

formulating suggestion. The technique used in analyzing the data is 

descriptive analysis. 

 

C. Findings 

After analyzing The Street lawyer novel, the researcher finds the 

main research findings as follows: 

1. Dialectical Materialism 

In dialectical materialism the history consists of thesis, 

antithesis, and synthesis. Thesis is the first argument, idea or concept that 

deals with problems. Sometimes some people accept thesis as an 

argument denying a thesis, in which it confirms (the right thing as 

supplements) thesis and antithesis will formulate synthesis. 

The Street lawyer novel reflects the process of dialectical 

materialism. Protest against injustice as the issue of this novel shows the 

problem of thesis, antithesis and the result of synthesis. The struggle of 

Michael Brock and Mordecai to protest against injustice in order to get 

the homeless right can be seen as this process. Thesis in the novel is 

represented by the condition of the homeless man as the poor people, 

which also states the condition of the social in that time in The Street 

Lawyer novel. Thesis comes when the homeless man get an injustice 

done by the rich people such as they do the illegal eviction.  

And the second is antithesis which is represented by Michael 

and Mordecai. They know that the eviction done by rich people is an 

illegal because the homeless man who is evicted is not a squatter, but 

they are a tenant. Michael and Mordecai fell that the homeless do not get 

their right to live in their warehouse. From that, they get the idea to 
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protest those injustices. They bring the case of an illegal eviction to the 

jury. 

“I'll file one against Braden Chance and maybe some of the 
other lawyers involved in this mess, and we'll have us an old- 
fashioned spitting contest" (TSL, 144). 
 
In other hand, Michael makes mistakes. To find the case of an 

illegal eviction, he steals the file about that from Drake & Sweeney. So it 

makes the people who work at Drake & Sweeney angry and demands the 

police to catch Michael. They also will expose and demand the case of 

stealing file done by Michael. 

From that, both Drake & Sweeney and Michael try to solve the 

problem by making a negotiation. The case of an illegal eviction 

wouldn’t be carried in the court by Michael and Mordecai if Drake & 

Sweeney did not expose and demand of the stealing eviction’s file done 

by Michael. Then they deal, Drake & Sweeney pay the compensation for 

the homeless man who evicted by them. Finally, synthesis comes to 

formulate thesis and antithesis. 

2. Historical Materialism 

Historical Materialism can be reflected in the story of The 

Street Lawyer novel. It can be seen in the form of its characters and 

characterization, setting and style. The character is divided into two 

groups; they are the white and black people. The white here is described 

as a rich people who come from high social class and have a power and 

authority. Most of them use their power and authority to control the 

lower class or poor people “but she saved her harshest diatribe for the 

upper classes, those with money and power who didn't care for the poor 

and the sick” (TSL, 44). Meanwhile, the black is described as a poor 

people, they have no money and no power. There is no one listens and 

care about them. 

In The Street Lawyer novel, John Grisham tries to criticize the 

condition of society because he does not agree with classification of 
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people into such different classes because everyone has a same right. 

John Grisham draws a character to describe how they struggle to get the 

homeless right and also describe the condition of them. 

The conflict between the characters in The Street Lawyer novel 

expresses the historical materialism. The novel presents Braden Chance, 

Barry Nuzzo, Rudolph Mayes, Arthur Jacobs, and the other people who 

work at Drake & Sweeney as a white people who come from high social 

class. They are the people who have a power and authority. Most of them 

use their power and authority to control the poor people. They live in 

good social condition. 

In the contrary, as the poor people, the condition of DeVon 

Hardy and the other homeless man are very tragic. They live in misery, 

“Those who live without beds do not sleep calmly” (TSL, 31). They also 

live in a very simple way. 

"Honey, these people move. They go from kitchen to kitchen, 
shelter to shelter. But they don't stay in one place" (TSL, 33). 
 
The historical materialism happens when each of character 

performs their role. Braden is rich person who has power and authority to 

oppress the poor people. With his power and authority, he can do 

anything. He does an illegal eviction to the poor people, although he 

knows that the homeless man is tenant not a squatter. 

The act of Braden Chance who evicts the homeless man gives 

the bad impact to them, such as Lontae’s family. They get the death from 

the asphyxiation because they are living on the street. 

Michael Brock and Mordecai have the character as a good 

person. Michael is white man who comes from high class man. 

Meanwhile, Mordecai is described as a black man who comes from 

middle class. They are the person who make a struggle to get the 

homeless right. They did protest against injustice by accuse the rich 

people who did an illegal eviction to the poor people or homeless man. 
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The setting of The Street Lawyer novel also describes the 

group of social class between the rich and poor people. The rich people 

are the high class and the poor people are the lower class. Those who 

come from high social class live in large building and the luxurious 

house.  

"Yeah, in one of those swanky little units with Persian rugs 
and salmon for dinner. A thousand bucks a day" (TSL, 32) 

      
On the contrary, the poor people who come from low class 

lives in simple house such as live in warehouse and on the street. 

“The homeless are close to the streets, to the pavement, the 
curbs and gutters, the concrete, the litter, the sewer lids and fire 
hydrants and wastebaskets and bus stops and store- fronts” 
(TSL, 101). 

3. Class Struggle 

Class struggle is focus on the way to face the clash of class and 

face the oppression itself. One basic reason of this part is in economic, 

because of economic determinism make the level of social class. The 

definition of class struggle focuses on the struggle of the oppressed class 

or low class against the oppressor or high class in this novel. 

Actually, struggle is done by the oppressed or low class. But in 

this novel, the struggle not done by oppressed class such as Michael 

Brock and Mordecai. Michael is described as a high class man. 

Meanwhile, Mordecai is described as a black man who comes from 

middle-low class. Their struggle to protest against injustice to get the 

homeless right is reflected in the plot. It can be seen when he accuses the 

rich people who evict the homeless man by bringing the case of an illegal 

eviction to the jury. 

“I'll file one against Braden Chance and maybe some of the 
other lawyers involved in this mess, and we'll have us an old- 
fashioned spitting contest" (TSL, 144). 
 
To realize their action, Michael tries to find the information 

about the case of an illegal eviction done by rich people to the poor 
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people or homeless man. To find that information, he steals a file about 

an illegal eviction’s case. 

In addition, after knowing that case, Michael Brock begins to 

change his life. He leaves his good job as a lawyer for high class at Drake 

& Sweeney and become a lawyer and a volunteer for poor people or 

homeless man. 

In the explanation above, there is struggle in the street lawyer 

novel. It can be found when Michael changes his life totally and becomes 

the street lawyer who helps the homeless men to get their right by 

accusing the rich people that did an illegal eviction to the poor people. 

Michael and Mordecai protest against those injustices. 

4. Revolution 

Revolution takes a place after the protest occurs. The struggle 

of Michael and Mordecai against the rich people becomes one step 

forward to reach the revolution. They accuse and bring to the jury the 

case of an illegal eviction that the rich people did to the homeless man. 

The struggle makes the rich people, especially Arthur Jacobs. It changes 

his thought. He does not only think about the law for rich people and 

only work to get money, but also think about the law for the homeless 

people. 

And by the changing of Arthur’s thought, 14th street legal 

clinic become progress. 14th street legal clinic is a lawyer office that 

facilitates for the homeless man. Arthur helps the poor or homeless man 

by ordering the lawyer who works at Drake & Sweeney to help the 

homeless people by working in that office. So the homeless men could 

get their right of law. 

“But he liked the idea. In fact, the longer we discussed it, the 
larger the program grew. After a few minutes, he was talking 
openly of requiring all four hundred of his D.C. lawyers to 
spend a few hours a week helping the poor” (TSL, 147). 
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In fact, Revolution is possible change to go to the classless 

society, so there is a new structure social class arrangement in the 

society. 

5. Alienation 

Alienation is known as a condition in which a person is 

separated from himself, his own self, his life, his family and friends, and 

also his environment. Alienation makes the people alienated from his 

artificial product, his own self. 

In The Street Lawyer novel, there is scene that the lower class 

is alienated because of their struggle. This situation is reflected in 

Michael Brock. He feels isolated from his life. Michael is losing from his 

friend and the environment in Drake & Sweeney since he steals the file 

about an illegal eviction from Drake & Sweeney. And his good career as 

a lawyer at Drake & Sweeney becomes extinct. He also becomes Drake 

& Sweeney’s adversary. 

He feels lonely because his friend and his wife are lost because 

he chooses to work as lawyer for homeless man. His friends become his 

rival because he accuses their office, Drake & Sweeney. 

To get the homeless right is the purpose of his struggle, 

Michael has lost his good style of life as the purpose of his struggle. The 

life of Michael becomes less. He lives in small apartment with simplicity. 

“Three tiny rooms in an attic with sloping ceilings, a bathroom 
with plumbing that seemed to be working, clean floors, and 
something of a view over the street” (TSL, 57). 
 
So, all of those show the group and person who are alienated 

from their friend and environment. 

 

D. Discussion 

Based on Marxist analysis, the researcher concludes that it is clear 

that The Street Lawyer novel reflects the protest against injustice. In addition 
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John Grisham wants to explain the view about Marxist issue, dialectical 

materialism, historical materialism, alienation, revolution, and class struggle. 

John Grisham emphasize on the social condition of America in the 

late of twentieth century which is indicated by the grouping classes between 

rich people and poor people. The rich people is a white that placed in high 

class, and having a power and authority. Most of them use their power to 

control the poor people as a lower class.  Meanwhile, the black people are 

placed in lower social class, have no money, and no power, and they are not 

satisfied with the social condition.  

Through The Street Lawyer novel, John Grisham expresses his 

criticism about the social condition by creating the major character and 

building the plot. It can be seen from the plot that there are the homeless man 

who get injustice that do by rich people. They do an illegal eviction to them 

although they know that the homeless is not a squatter but a tenant. Because 

of that, the major character struggles to protest against those injustice in order 

to get the homeless right. After it, there is scene that major character be 

alienated because of the struggle.  

Thus, Grisham gives such condition and situation. He criticizes the 

condition of society because he does not agree with classification of people 

into such different classes because everyone has a same right. John Grisham 

draws a character to describe how they struggle to get the homeless right and 

also describe the condition of them. 

In this novel, John Grisham reflects that the black as the lower 

class is an oppressed group. It can be seen from the plot and the story. There 

are characters who want to protest the oppressed condition into proper life, no 

pressure from other group, and no different of stratification in all aspect of 

life. 

 

E. Conclusion 

This research shows that The Street Lawyer has a close relationship 

with the social reality of American society at the end of twentieth century 
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which is indicated by the grouping class into rich and poor people. In the 

novel, the rich people are described as the high society who has power and 

authority to control the low class or poor people. They do not give the 

opportunity to the homeless man to get their standard of living. Meanwhile, 

the poor people are placed in lower social class, have no money and no 

power, and they are not satisfied with the social condition. They often get 

unjust treatment from the rich people or the authorities’ society. Through The 

Street Lawyer novel, John Grisham expresses his criticism about the social 

condition at that time that there are disparities between the rich and poor 

people. 
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