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Abstract  

This study is about theatre contribution to world politics of the sixteenth 
century England. The problem of this study is how theatre contribution to world 
politics of sixteenth century England is reflected at William Shakespeare‘s The 
Life and Death of King John Drama viewed from sociological approach. The 
objectives of this study are identify the structural elements and the sociological 
perspective in The Life and Death of King John drama. The object of the study is 
William Shakespeare’s The Life and Death of King John drama (1595). It is 
analyzed by using a sociological perspective. This study is qualitative research. 
There are two sources that are needed to do this research, namely: primary data 
sources and secondary data sources. The primary data sources are William 
Shakespeare’s The Life and Death of King John drama (1595). The secondary 
data sources from other sources related the study, such as: website, dictionary, 
some book that support the analysis. The result of the study shows the following 
conclusions. First, The Life and Death of King John  has big contribution to make 
England people to keep England from any threat and bring  winning for England. 
Second, the theatre contribution for England, people were using communication 
to solve problems. 

 
Keywords: Theatre Contribution, The Life and Death of King John drama, 
Sociological Approach. 

 
 
 

 



 

A. Introduction 

Human beings as the part of this earth have the opportunity to pass life 

and solve each event that result many problems. In this opportunity, every 

human will face many periods which they will give some impact, such as in 

social, economy, and personal life. Human life is like a story in the theatre. 

People try to achieve the goal of their life, and meet the needs of life  in the 

world.  

Theatre is also called drama. According to X. J. Kennedy (1983: 812), 

Drama means “action” or “dead” (from the Greek dran, “tods”) they use 

drama as a synonym for play, but the words have several meanings. A play is 

a work of story telling in which the characters are represented by ac tors. The 

performance of a play, however is much more than an occasion for exchange 

of emotions between performers and audience. Kennedy (1983:809) said that 

most plays, this  literary works to which give the collective name drama are 

written not to be read in school books but to be performed. It means that 

drama is imitation of life which is going on the stage or play that is written to 

be acted on the stage.  

The Life and Death of King John  is a collection of theatre from William 

Shakespeare which is popular in the world . The life and Death of King John 

is written by Shakespeare in 1595. This work was published by The 

Electronic Classics Series. This document file is funished free and without 

any charge of any kind. William Shakespeare depiction of his characters and 

their unique situation continue to weave their magic over readers almost a 

hundred years after the author created them. This is a must-look the theatre 

lovers as well as for those who want to take a dip into the world of classics.  

William Shakespeare is a national poet from England and the "Bard of 

Avon".  Shakespeare was born and died in Stratford-upon-Avon. William 

Shakespeaare was born on April 23, 1564.  

William Shakespeare  is the most famous author in the world. 
He ever feels formal education although for a moment “Education of 
William shakespeare probably at free shool of Stratford, at what time 



and under what circumstances, he left school possibly an assistant in the 
school and afterwards in an atturney’s office, his handwriting, his 
marriage with Anne Hothway. The preminary bond given by Fulk 
Sandell and John Richardson. Birth of Susanna, the first child of 
William Shakespeare and his wife, Anne” ( Types, 1956). 
 
According to William (1965), The Life and Death of King John  is a 

history play by William Shakespeare, dramatizes the reign of John, King of 

England (ruled 1199–1216), son of Henry II of England and Eleanor of 

Aquitaine and father of Henry III of England. It is believed to have been 

written in the mid -1590s but was not published until it appeared in the First 

Folio in 1623.  

John (24 December 1166 – 19 October 1216), also known as John 

Lackland or Softsword, was King of England from 6 April 1199 until his 

death. His reign saw the loss of the duchy of Normandy to the French king 

Philip II in 1204, resulting in the collapse of most of the Angevin Empire and 

the subsequent growth in the power of the Capetian dynasty over the rest of 

the 13th century.  King John received an ambassador from France, who 

demands, on pain of war, that he renounces his throne in favor of his nephew, 

Arthur, whom the French King, Philip, believed to be the rightful heir to the 

throne. 

John adjudicates an inheritance dispute between Robert Falconbridge 

and his older brother Philip the Bastard, during which it becomes apparent 

that Philip was the illegitimate son of King Richard I. Queen Eleanor, mother 

to both Richard and John, recognized the family resemblance and suggests 

that he renounced his claim to the Falconbridge land in exchange for a 

knighthood. John knights the Bastard under the name Richard. 

In France, King Philip and his forces besiege the English-ruled town of 

Angiers, threatening attack unless its citizens support Arthur. Philip was  

supported by Austria, who was believed to  kill King Richard. The Bastard 

proposed that England and France unite to punish the rebellious citizens of 

Angier, at which point they propose an alternative: Philip's son, Louis the 



Dauphin, should marry John's niece Blanche, a scheme that give n John a 

stronger claim to the throne, while Louis gains territory for France. 

Though a furious Constance accused Philip of abandoning Arthur, 

Louis and Blanche were married.  Cardinal Pandolf arrived from Rome 

bearing a formal accusation that John ha d disobeyed the pope and appointed 

an archbishop contrary to his desires. Pandolf pledge d his support for Louis, 

though Philip was hesitant, had just established family ties with John. Pandolf 

brought him round by pointing out that his links to the church were older and 

firmer. 

War broke out; Austria was beheaded by the Bastard in revenge for his 

father's death; and both Angiers and Arthur were being captured by the 

English. Pandolf suggested to Louis that he now had as strong a claim to the 

English throne as Arthur (and indeed John), and Louis agree d to invade 

England.  

Hubert finded himself unable to kill Arthur. John's nobles urge Arthur's 

release. John agreed, but was wrong-footed by Hubert's announcement that 

Arthur was dead. Hubert had a furious argument with John, during which he 

revealed that Arthur was  still alive. John, delighted, sent him to report the 

news to the nobles. 

Arthur dead jumping from a castle wall. The nobles believe d he was 

murdered by John, and refused to believe Hubert's entreaties. John attempted 

to make a deal with Pandolf, swore allegiance to the Pope in exchange for 

Pandolf's negotiated with the French on his behalf. John ordered the Bastard, 

one of his few was remaining of allegiance  subjects, to lead the English army 

against France. 

While John's former noblemen swore allegiance to Louis, Pandolf 

explains John's scheme, but Louis refuse d to be taken by John. Many English 

nobles returned to John's side after a dying French nobleman, Melun, warned 

them that Louis planed to kill them after his victory. 

John was poisoned by a disgruntled monk. His nobles gathered around 

him as he died. The Bastard planned the final assault on the Louis's power, 



until he was told that Pandolf ha d arrived with a peace treaty. The English 

nobles’ sweared allegiance to John's son, Prince Henry and the Bastard 

reflected that this episode ha d taught that internal bickering could be as 

perilous to England's fortunes as foreign invasion. 

The Life and Death of King John drama is an interesting drama. There 

are four reasons why the writer is interested in studying this drama.  

According to William (2008), first reason is the play dramatizes several 

topics that would have interested Shakespeare's contemporary audience: a 

struggle with the papacy, the danger of invasion, and the debate about 

legitimate rule. These same topics were hotly debated during Queen 

Elizabeth's reign. Yet King John differs from Shakespeare's other histories. It 

portrays the thirteenth century rather than the fourteenth or fifteenth, and 

unlike other historical plays that were part of a series, this play stands alone. 

Other historical plays focused attention on the balance of power between the 

nobility and the king, and gave account of popular unrest; this play, by 

contrast, completely marginalizes the populace and does not attribute much 

strength to the nobles. 

The second reason is the writer looks at the economic position of 

playwrights and actors in this theatre; it might also study the political ideas 

expressed in the plays or discuss how the nature of theatrical audience which 

was usually all male unless the play was produced at court helped determine 

the subject, tone, and language of the plays.  

The third reason is the writer explores the relationship between artist 

and society. Sometimes it looks at the sociological status of the author to 

evaluate how the profession of the writer in a particular milieu affected what 

was written. The social content of literary works —what cultural, economic or 

political values a particular text implicitly or explicitly promotes. Finally, 

sociological criticism examines the role the audience has in shaping literature.  

The fourth reason is the theatre has purpose to aesthetic conlucion. 

Shakespeare's earlier history plays, King John  does not portray a providential 

movement of history, where everything happens for a reason on a predestined 



path to a moral conclusion. While the play focuses on some of the historical 

events of King John's reign, it also delivers less narrative drive than plays 

such as Henry V. Events in the plot disrupt the connection between intention 

and outcome throughout the play--the characters are thwarted by historical 

accident and adversity, making King John more a pragmatic representation of 

political events than a story shaped according to aesthetic ends. 

B. Research Method 

This type of research is descriptive qualitative. Descriptive qualitative 

is a kind of research that has the descriptive data in the form of written or oral 

words from the observed object. The object of the study is  William 

Shakespeare’s The Life and Death of King John drama (1595) . It is analyzed 

by using a sociological perspective. There are two kinds of data namely 

primary data and secondary data that are needed to do this research. The 

primary data sources are William Shakespeare’s The Life and Death of King 

John drama (1595). The secondary data sources from other sources related 

the study, such as: website, dictionary, some book that support the analysis.  

The journals and other information that have relevance with the object of 

research and analysis. The technique of data collection in this research as 

follow: Reading the script for the several times and repeatly, Taking note of 

the important part in primary and secondary data, Identifying the topic of the 

play, Analyzing the data based on sociological approach.  

C. Research Finding and Discussion 

The researcher gets some research finding in analyzing King John 

drama. Each finding has some cases to be discussed. After they have 

examined, all of components will get back together in a schematic manner in 

the discussion.  

1. Finding 

The researcher criticizes some aspects in the play such as social 

aspect, economic aspect, political aspect, science and technology aspect, 

cultural aspect and religious aspect. The social aspects contain social 



structure. Shakespeare shows Patriotism in aspects that have relation with 

social analysis.  

 

a.  Social aspect  

The life and Death of King John  is written by Shakespeare in 

1595, belonging to the Elizabethan period that is often using the 

cover sixteenth century. Elizabeth I (1533-1603) was queen in 

England and Ireland from 1558 to 1603. Elizabethan era is also 

known English renaiissance. Samekto (1976:14) said that the 

Elizabethan period known also as a period’s of the Renaissance in 

literary England. Life in Elizabethan England was pretty good, 

although there were problems with poverty, especially people whom 

life in the countryside (www/renaissance/England.html). Rowse 

(1950: 112) states that renaissance impulse signalized itself in a host 

of new inventions. 

Young (2009: 238) adds Renaissance is the revival of interval 

in ancient Greek and especially Roman literature, laanguage, and 

arts, begining in early in the 1300s and spreading north and west 

through Europe; the movement became influential in England about 

1500, so that the English Renaissance is often thoght of as taking 

from about 1500 to 1660. Ethnic group in England consist of  Scots, 

Romans, Irish, Normads, Vikings, and Germans. Some different 

cultures becomes social condition in England. Many literature work 

come on in Elizabethan period. Accroding to Levin (2002: 1), in the 

final decade of Elizabeth’s reign the work of such as William 

Shakespeare, Edmund Spenser, and Christopher Marlowe flourished.  

Social aspect in England on sixteenth century gives big 

contribution to Shakespeare to make this play, The Life and Death of 

King John. Social aspect can be devided into three classes: working 

class, middle class, and upper class.  



Upper class use their power to keep their kingdom. The higher 

status in this play is King John and King Philip. The others character 

is Queen Elinor. She has higher status in this play. Shakespeare puts 

King John as the major character. In England, King John is  the 

higher status in upper class. He keeps England with his army from 

France because he has big power to command the others.  

King John: 

Bear mine to him, and so depart in peace: 

Be thou as lighting in the eyes of France; 

For ere thou cants report will be there,  

The thunder of my cannon shallbe heard: 

So hence! Be thou thee trumpet of your wrath 

And sullen presage of yor own decay  

(KJ. Act I, Sc. I: 4)  

Middle class is a group under class. Middle class can make 

balance in society. In The Life and Death of King John play, middle 

class are lords, sheriff, heralds, officiers, wealth, citizen, messenger 

and ambassador. They help King to control Kingdom. Working class 

are servants and low armies. James Gurney, The Earl of Essex and 

Herald are working class in The Life and Death of King John drama.  

b. Economic aspect 

The economic aspect in King John shows the economic 

condition in England after crusade. England has no good condition 

after crusade. Crusade brings England in hard situation in economic. 

After King Richard death, King John gets trouble from Catholic 

Rome. King John is sure that pope abuses of power. This play gives 

some contribution. Shakespeare gives attention to Catholic 

movement in economic. He tells this play gives contribute in 

England. King John is reflection of high economy. Many problem in 

the begining King John reign, especially economic problem. King 

John thinks that Pope’s gulty make England weak in economic.  

KING JOHN  
What earthy name to interrogatories  



Can task the free breath of a sacred king?  
Thou canst not, cardinal, devise a name  
So slight, unworthy and ridiculous,  
To charge me to an answer, as the pope.  
Tell him this tale; and from the mouth of England  
Add thus much more, that no Italian priest  
Shall tithe or toll in our dominions;  
But as we, under heaven, are supreme head,  
So under Him that great supremacy,  
Where we do reign, we will alone uphold,  
Without the assistance of a mortal hand:  
So tell the pope, all reverence set apart  
To him and his usurp’d authority.  
(KJ. Act III, Sc I)  

c. Political aspect 

The political term in Elizabethan era gives an inspiration for 

Shakespeare to create the plot of The Life and Death of King John 

drama. Political aspect is important issue because it can be 

something different in conflict between France and England. 

Conflict Rome and war with France are problems by King John. 

King John and Philip are approve that the wedding between Prince 

Lewis and Blanch of Spain. They have purpose to control France. 

their marriage can be called political marriage. King John feels 

guilty and frighten after Arthur’s death.  

King John: 
Then do I give Volquessen, Touraine, Maine,  
Poictiers, and Anjou, these five provinces, 
With her to thee; and this addition more,  
Full thirty thousand marks of English coin.  
Philip of France, if thou be pleased withal,  
Command thy son and daugter to join hands. 
King Philip: 
It likes us well; young princes, close your hands.  
Austria: 
And your lips too; for I am well assured 
(KJ. Act II, Sc. I: 22) 

d. Cultural aspect 

Shakespeare shows cultural aspect in The Life and Death of 

King John drama. There are some ceremony in this play: death 

ceremony, wedding ceremony, and church’s legalization to promote 

King. Wedding ceremony occurs  between Blanch and Prince Lewis. 

The symbol of power is wedding. The death ceremony gives the last 



admiraton for death people.  The death ceremony occurs when King 

John and Arthur dead.  The legalization is used to give inluence for 

state of power. Church’s legalization happens  on King is important 

of kingdom in Europe.  

King John: 
If that the Dauphin there, thy princely son,  
Can in this book of beauty read ‘I love’ 
Her dowry shall weigh equal with queen: 
For Anjou and fair Touraine, Maine, Poictiers, 
And all that we upon this side the sea, 
Except this city now by us besieged,  
Find liable to our crown and dignity, 
Hall gild her bridal bed and make her rich 
In titles, honors and promotions,  
As she in beauty, education, blood, 
Holds hand with any princess of the world.  
(KJ. Act II, Sc. I: 21) 

Language is  the other cultural aspect. The Life and Death King 

John drama uses contemporary English language because it is easier 

to understand than an old English language. Some examples of 

contemporary English’s words are; thy means your, thou means you, 

shalt means shall.  

Based on the sociological analysis of King John play above, 

the researcher concludes that Shakespeare describes social England 

in King John play same in his period life in Elizabethan era.  

Shakespeare hopes this drama can be an inspiration to England 

people. 

2. Discussion  

Shakespeare criticizes the social reality in England through the 

theme, story and characterization in King John drama. He wants to tell 

how important patriotism for England people in all aspects is Patriotis m 

not only protects Kingdom or country by military. Patriotism can be 

described by improving technology, science, economic, and social 

stability. Shakespeare tells to the reader through this drama that he agrees 

about Elizabeth actions to protect England from any threat and enemies. 

Shakespeare agrees Elizabeth to control England without any doubt. 



By this drama, The Life and Death of King John drama, William 

Shakespeare tells to the reader and viewer that he agrees Elizabeth to 

keep and control England. To show Patriotism, he uses King John in The 

Life and Death of King John drama. This drama also gives problem 

solving in England. After shellacking Spain in the battle in the sea, 

England becomes good Kingdom in Europe. The leader must take action 

quickly when England gets problem. The problem of England are Spain 

attacking, rebellion by Mary and Chatolic. The King John action in this 

play to show patriotism work is solutioon for the problem. Firstly, King 

John using persuasive communication to control conflict. Persuasive 

communication are included dialogue and negotiation. The last solution 

is aggressive communication when persuasive communication does not 

work. Elizabeth is good Queen for England and women in Europe 

because she can control problems in England carefully.  

Finnaly, based on all aspects that are reflected in The Life and 

Death of King John drama, there is a relation between the drama and 

English life in Elizabeth era. William Shakespeare shows that many 

theatre contribution to world politics to increase country became great 

country. Based on the analysis above, there is a consistency in structural 

analysis and the main idea of William Shakespeare viewed by 

sociological approach.  

D. Conclusion  

Based on the analyzing The Life and Death of King John drama, the 

researcher concludes that there is theatre contribution to the world politics of 

sixteenth century England in William Shakespeare’s The Life and Death of 

King John drama.  First, The Life and Death of King John drama has big 

contribution to make  England people to keep England from any threats and to 

bring winning for England. William Shakespeare describes the similarity of 

England social life in The Life and Death of King John drama and in his life 

period in Elizabethan era. William Shakespeare hopes The Life and Death of 

King John drama can be motivation for England people.  



William Shakespeare criticizes the social reality in England by the 

theme, characterization and story in The Life and Death of King John drama. 

He wants to tell the importance of this theatre for England people in all 

aspects. This theatre can improve technology, science, economic, and social 

stability and also can keep Kingdom or country by military  

By this drama, The Life and Death of King John drama, William 

Shakespeare tells to the reader and viewer that he agrees Elizabeth to keep 

and control England. To show theatre contribution, he uses King John in The 

Life and Death of King John drama.  

Second, the theatre contribution for England people uses 

communication for solving problems. This drama gives solving problem in 

England. After shellacking Spain in battle in the sea, England becomes good 

Kingdom in Europe. The leader must take action quickly when England gets 

problem. The problems of England are Spain attacking, rebellion by Mary 

and Chatolic. The solutions of the problem are the patriotism action of King 

John. Firstly, King John uses persuasive communication to control conflict. 

Persuasive communications are included dialogue and negotiation. The 

secondly, solution is aggressive communication when persuasive 

communication does not work. Elizabeth is good Queen for England and 

women in Europe because she can control problems in England carefully.  
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