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ABSTRACT 

 

The problem of this study is the sex for revenge reflected in Jackie 

Collins’s The Love Killers  novel. The objective of this study analyzes the novel 

based on the structural elements and to analyze the novel based on the 

psychoanalytic approach. The type of this research is qualitative research. Type 

of data of the study is text taken from two data sources: primary and secondary. 

The primary data source is The Love Killers novel written by Jackie Collins in 

1989. Then the secondary data sources are other materials taken from books, 

author’s biography, essay, comments, critics and internet related to the study. 

Both data are collected by conducting library research and analyzed by 

descriptive analysis. Based on the analysis, the writer portrays some conclusions. 

First, based on the structural analysis of each elements, it shows that the 

character and characterization, setting, plot, point of view, style, and theme are 

supporting each other to produce a good quality and interesting novel. Second, 

based on the psychoanalytic analysis, the study shows that the problem faced by 

the major character is the own psychology condition to decide the appropriate 

ways for his life. This novel also shows the process that involves sex for revenge 

to get the complacency for her feel.  

 

Keywords: Sex For Revenge, The Love Killers, Psychoanalytic Approach. 
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A. Introduction 

 

Arn: When someone feels hurt or harmed by other people riding in 

physical or spiritual form will result in hatred to the person. If the hatred 

that is felt the greater it will lead people to take vengeance for the 

stretcher gets her satisfaction. In (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revenge), 

Francis Bacon writes that revenge is a harmful action against a person or 

group in response to a grievance is it real or perceived. It is also called 

payback, retribution, retaliation or vengeance; it may be characterized as a 

form of justice, an altruistic action which enforces societal or moral 

justice aside from the legal system. Revenge is to be done through many 

ways. Among the rude manner, physical harm and even kill other people. 

And revenge can also be done in a subtle way; by making the people we 

are targeting to be complacent and careless, one through sex. With cradle 

and enjoyment of sex will be able to paralyze the opposite sex very easily 

and retaliated in accordance with the wishes of the perpetrator. 

Mob boss Enzio Bassalino doesn’t like anyone cutting into his 

profits. So when beautiful crusader Margaret Brown persuades too many 

hookers to leave the ranks, she’s blown away. Three extraordinary women 

the crusader’s sisters rise to the challenge. In a sisterly promise, they vow 

revenge on the Russian in a way to hurt him most using their bodies and 

sexual wiles to entice and bring down the mob bosses’ three beloved sons. 

One sister, innocent-seeming Beth, goes after the oldest married son in 

New York. Kinky underground film star Rio will seduce a younger son in 

Miami. Gorgeous jet-setting model Lara will ensnare the son in Los 

Angeles. But it’s a dangerous game, heating to spell-binding intrigue, 

murderous suspense, raw eroticism and sudden passion, as these three 

sensational women exploit the son’s overblown sexual egos which prove 

too inflexible to survive. Women vow to bring down Bassalino by 

destroying his three sons. Innocent-seeming, fragile Beth will go after 

Frank in New York; kinky underground film star Rio will seduce Angelo 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Revenge
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in London; slick, gorgeous jet-setter Lara will ensnare Nick in Los 

Angeles. But it’s a dangerous game, heating up to a spellbinding blend of 

dazzling intrigue and murderous suspense, of raw eroticism, and sudden, 

forbidden passion, as three sensational women use the only weapon 

Bassalino’s sons can’t resist.  

This novel was written by Jacqueline Jill "Jackie" Collins (born 4 

October 1937) is an English novelist. She is the younger sister of actress 

Joan Collins. She has written 29 novels, all of which have appeared on the 

New York Times bestsellers list. In total, her books have sold over 500 

million copies and have been translated into 40 languages. Eight of her 

novels have been adapted for the screen, either as films or television mini-

series. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jackie_Collins). 

In this research the researcher has four reasons that make this 

novel interesting, essential, and challenging to be analyzed. The first 

reason is the novel so easy to read just because it is juicy and fun. Second 

is about the amazing characters in this novel consists of powerful men, 

beautiful women, and exquisite revenge. Three beautiful women set out to 

prove that when it comes to revenge, the female is far deadlier than the 

male. So this teaches men to be more appreciative and treat women better. 

Third, the researcher is interesting by Jackie Collins’s novel 

characteristics especially on this novel The Love Killers when the sex is 

able to realize someone’s grudge and the writer interest to hunting up the 

real meaning of those. Then the last reason the researcher chooses to 

analyze this novel is the storyline of this novel is interesting to be 

followed and it is presented with crucial case by the author.  

Problem Statement of this study is “How is the sex for revenge 

reflected in the major characters in the love killers novel by Jackie 

Collins?”. Limitation of the Study the researcher focuses on the analysis 

sex for revenge of Beth Lawrence Brown in The Love Killers novel based 

on Psychoanalytic Approach. Objective of the Study is divided into two 

part these are: 1) To analyze the structural elements of the novel. 2) To 
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analyze the sex for revenge in The Love Killers novel based on 

Psychoanalytic Approach. 

B. Underlying Theory 

1. Notion of Psychoanalysis 

Psychoanalysis is three things; they are the theory of 

personality, a technique of research, and method of therapy (Pervin, 

1984:70). Then, Feist (1985:21) states that “the basic assumptions of 

psychoanalysis are that mental life is divided into two levels, the 

unconscious proper and the conscious. In the other hand, there are 

two different levels, the unconscious proper and the preconscious. 

Freud became the first person to explore the qualities of 

unconscious life and attribute main importance to them in our daily 

life. It can be concluded that Freud attempted to understand the 

properties of unconscious and to describe its importance in human 

behavior by analyzing some materials which occurs in our daily lives 

like dream, slip of the tongue, work of art and other rituals (Pervin, 

1984: 71) 

2. Structure of Personality 

According to Sigmund Freud's psychoanalytic theory of 

personality, personality is composed of three elements. These three 

elements of personality are known as the id, the ego and the 

superego, and work together to create complex human behaviors 

(http://psychology.about.com/lr/psychoanalysis/8650/5/) 

a. Id 

Basically, the id has goal to serve the pleasure principle, 

since its sole function is to find satisfaction of pleasurable drives. 

In review, the id is primitive, inaccessible to consciousness, 

unchangeable, chaotic, amoral, illogical, unorganized, and filled 
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with energy received from the instincts and discharged for the 

satisfaction of the pleasure principle (Feist, 1985:25) 

 

b. Ego 

According to Feist (1985:25) the part of mind that contact 

with reality is ego. It grows out of the id during infancy and 

throughout a person’s lifetime; it remains the extension of the id, 

which has communication with the external world. The ego is 

governed by the reality principle; ego tries to substitute for the 

pleasure principle of the id. It is the only one of the three 

provinces of the mind that has direct contact with reality. 

c. Superego 

Freud (in Hall and Lindzey: 1956: 35) says that superego 

represents the ideal word rather than pleasure of the real world. 

It tries to reach perfection rather than pleasure. As Freud 

explanation, the superego represents societies and is particularly 

the parents, valves and standards, superego as the principle of 

morality consists of some valves and evaluated norms. 

 

C. Research Method 

In this study, the researcher uses The Love Killers novel written 

by Jackie Collins as the object of the study. The researcher analyzes the 

major character in the novel Beth Lawrence Brown based on 

psychoanalytic approach. In this study, technique of data collection is the 

library research. The steps in this library research are as reading the novel 

carefully, Taking notes of information in both, primary and secondary 

data, arranging the data into several parts based on its clarification, 

Analyzing the data, and Drawing conclusion based on the analyzing data. 

Technique of the data analysis are divided into two steps, the first step is 
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clarifying the obtained data by selecting the necessary one. The second 

step is analyzing data based on psychoanalytic theory of Sigmund Freud.  

 

 

 

D. Research Findings and Discussion 

1. The Structure of John Ottway’s Personality 

a. Id  

According to Feist (1985: 25), the id serves the pleasure 

principle, since its sole function is to seek satisfaction of 

pleasurable drives. According to Hall (1980: 29), the purpose of 

pleasure principle is to make someone free from stress or at least 

reducing stress. In review, the id is primitive, chaotic, and 

inaccessible to consciousness, unchangeable, amoral, illogical, 

unorganized, and filled with energy received from the instincts and 

discharged for the satisfaction of the pleasure principle. 

a) (The reasons of Beth’s revenge) 

She was the third sibling of Margaret Lawrence Brown. 

And as well as sisters, they have a very close relationship. It can 

be seen from these statements: 

“I remembered my last meeting with my sister 

Margaret…” (TLK: 28) 

When Margaret left the next morning she had given Beth 

the gold chain, kissed her, and whispered softly “I glad 

you’re happy here, I love you, kid.” And Beth had 

smiled, a wide, childish smile, and made Margaret 

promise to come back soon. (TLK: 35) 

 

 Margaret died when killed, Beth does not believe that his 

sister was dead, she felt very sad and lost, then made her want to 

seek revenge for the murder. It can be seen in the following 

statements: 

She couldn’t believe what had happened. It was 

inconceivable that Margaret was dead. (TLK: 33) 
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She hasn’t survived, Beth thought sadly. My sister is 

dead. (TLK: 34) 

…Margaret was dead, and she intended to find out why. 

Somebody was going to pay her sister’s death. She 

would make sure of that. (TLK: 37) 

“She was dead, and this revenge was being my 

business.” (TLK: 69) 

 

b) (Planning on Sex for Revenge) 

Actually Beth Lawrence Brown is just an ordinary girl 

not a murderer. An ordinary people that facing a big enemy, one 

of the biggest Italian mafia bosses in America who has large 

connections. It includes police to protect himself and his 

business. So there is no one can help her to got the justice. It is 

proved by this statement: 

“Cops. Are you shittin’ me? Half of them are in 

Bassalino’s pocket. Everyone’s on the take. If you want 

him, you’re gonna hafta get him yourself.” (TLK: 42) 

 

Bassalino almost hasn’t weakness, except his sons. There 

is no way to beating him except beating his heart with 

destroying his son’s life. So, she decided to harness her beautiful 

face and sexy body to come near with Enzio’s sons then 

revenge. It can be seen from the following statements: 

“Yeah, well, think about it. I can do it. I’m beauty, has 

perfect body, and clever enough.” (TLK: 42) 

…The plan was to grab Enzio Bassalino’s three sons by 

the balls sexually and mentally, destroying their lives, 

and by doing so reduce the old man to a wreck. (TLK: 

52) 

b. Ego 

 

The ego is the region of the mind in contact with reality. It 

grows out of the id during infancy and throughout a person’s 

lifetime. It remains the extension of the id, which has 

communication with the external world. The ego is governed by 
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the reality principle, which it tries to substitute for the pleasure 

principle of the id. It is the only one of the three provinces of the 

mind that has direct contact with reality (Feist, 1985: 25). 

The id has controlled Beth’s ego. She does not care with 

the rules and the norms that she should obey. She knows that 

Frank has a wife and children but what is on her mind is only the 

way to revenge Bassalino by destroys Frank life. She flirt Frank 

by act as innocent girl and it made Frank interest to her and 

finally Frank is on her control. We can see from the following 

statements: 

She turned to look at him, and he got a whiff of virgin girl. 

At the moment Beth knew everything was set. 

“Uh…you’re a nice-looking girl,” he said. (TLK: 104) 

She didn’t say anything, allowing her lips to stay dry and 

closed, puckering them only slightly. “Christ!” he 

exclaimed. “You’re so light, like one of the kids. You 

don’t even know how to kiss. How old are you, anyway?” 

“I’m twenty.” She whispered. (TLK: 105) 

 

She success act as innocent girl and make Frank more 

excited want to having sex with her. Just like these statements: 

“We’ll go to your room,” he said gruffly. “Nobody’s 

gonna know…” (TLK: 106) 

Roughly pulling off her nightgown, he locked the door and 

struggled out of his clothes. “I’m not going to hurt you 

babe,” he promised, crawling all over her. 

…and then she felt him, and the tension slipped away, and 

she almost smiled. Frank Bassalino was endowed with no 

greater than a ten year old boy. (TLK: 108) 

 

c. Superego 

Hall states that “superego is morality element branch of 

justice from personal system; superego is the internal 

representative of traditional values and evaluative norms” (Hall, 

1956:35) 

The position of superego in Beth’s mind takes role when 

she felt shock at the moment Frank bedevils his wife brutally, 
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because Frank was bored to his wife and want to life with Beth. 

She is realizing have made innocent people to be sacrificed. It can 

be seen in the following statements: 

Beth could not believe what was happening. She hadn’t 

meant it to be like this. (TLK: 164) 

If anything happened to Anna Maria’s baby, it was all 

her fault and that didn’t bear thinking about. (TLK: 179) 

 

Beth’s superego has been ignored because of her passion 

and ambition to revenge to the Bassalino was forceful. However, 

superego shows very little role in the novel, because Sandra 

ignores this part so much. 

a. Discussion 

After the researcher analyzed the structure of personality from 

the Beth Lawrence Brown as the major character including analyzing 

the id, ego, and superego in The Love Killers novel, the researcher 

will discuss about the sex for revenge of Beth Lawrence Brown as the 

major character of this novel. As we know that revenge is a bad thing. 

Because revenge is will not extend benefit to the subject. And giving 

forgiven is the best way to reduce painful. It shows us to keep 

respectable to the other people. Especially a man to the women should 

be keeping the respect and doesn’t break women’s right. 

In other side, normally making love is done by two people that 

have relation in love sentiment, and making love is avoiding doing. 

So, when sex is used as a tool to smooth out revenge plan still feels as 

unnatural thing. But in fact this is what happens in this novel. When 

an ordinary girl named Beth Lawrence Brown faced a big mafia boss 

that has big power, big dukedom, and large connections, there is no 

way to her make a chance to revenge except destroy enemy’s sons as 

enemy’s weakness. 

The researcher found the Beth’s big ambition was makes her 

ignoring all of rules and the norms that she should obey as a woman. 
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It can be analyzed when she try to trap Frank in order to make him 

having sex with her. She doesn’t mean if Frank was having a wife and 

child, she does it all to complete the revenge plan and her ambition. In 

the second conflict the researcher found Beth’s mind conflict between 

her id and superego. We can see that Beth was ignoring her superegos 

when Frank bedevils his wife till enter to hospital and finally die. 

Superego says that the accident is not her mean to be. And she feels 

guilty. But her Id to make revenge to Bassalino is too strong, and her 

Id have influence so much the changing of her Superego. However, 

his Ego chooses to refuse the guilty feeling.  

Based on the Psychoanalytic Analysis above, the writer finds 

that the major character has a bad psychology condition. She is trap on 

her bad ambition that caused of Beth’s sad feeling when her sister 

named Margaret is murdered. It is proved by her revenge she has done 

by all of ways include using her body. And she too followed the id 

without being able to control his ego.  

As the conclusion, the sex for revenge that is shown by Beth 

Lawrence Brown as the main character of this movie is very 

interesting. It is an unusual ways people to get revenge but she does it 

fully of sensuality. Although, she is just an ordinary girl also during 

the journey she finds many dangers that treat her life, she still believes 

that she can survive and complete the revenge mission. 

 

E. Conclusion  and Suggestion 

1. Conclusion 

After analyzing the novel both through structural and 

psychoanalytic analysis, there are several conclusions that the 

researcher can concludes. Those are Jackie Collins want to alert 

readers about prostitution picture of life in America in the 1980s. That 

many women are oppressed due to the practice of prostitution that 

ensnare them. Then through his Jackie Collins wanted to convey the 



11 
 

message to men in general, that a woman who looks weak, graceful 

and helplessness can be dangerous if abused him and bullied him. 

Through this novel we can see how if a woman abused and oppressed, 

they can do everything they can that even unexpected by us. Although 

physically they are not as strong as men but they can be more 

intelligent in the act. Understanding the conflicts between Id, Ego, and 

Superego, the researcher concludes that the writer of this novel wants 

to present the sexually and mentally on girls’ revenge to the big, 

powerful, and superior person like mafia boss, Enzio Bassalino. The 

conflicts that are faced by three extra ordinary women show that there 

are many difficulties to judged people who have a position of power in 

the world and where the law can be silenced by the greatness of 

money. However, the ego is dominated by her id. She doesn’t matter 

about the risk, who is the Bassalino, also Frank’s wife. Her ambition 

is too strong so it reduces her superego.  

2. Suggestion 

This research paper is far from the perfect because of the 

researcher’s limited knowledge and understanding on the literature. 

The whole analysis represents the researcher understanding of the 

novel based on the psychoanalytic perspective. In the future, the 

researcher suggests the other researchers to use different approach 

such as feminism to analyze this novel deeply. It is because the novel 

is closer to the women determination to get a justice in their life 

against the big power, like a big mop boss. The researcher hopes this 

paper useful to the readers.  
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