
A SOCIO-PRAGMATICS ANALYSIS OF COMMISIVE  
UTTERANCE USED IN THE LORD OF THE RINGS NOVEL:

THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING 

   

RESEARCH PAPER 

Submitted as a partial fulfillment of the Requirement  

for Bachelor Degree in English Department 

Arranged By: 

BENI SUPARWATI
A. 320.000.096 

SCHOOL OF TEACHER TRAINING AND EDUCATION 

MUHAMMADIYAH UNIVERSITY OFSURAKARTA 

2005



MOTTO

Where there’s a will, there a way (Tammy Joy Kennedy) 

 

It’s not very important for  me how many days I’ll still live but it is important 

for  me to raise my spirits (Krenn Alois) 

 

Very busy people always find time for everything conversely, people with 

immense leisure find time nothing (Ernest Dimet) 

 

 



DEDICATION

 
 

My beloved parents 

Thanks for giving me the whole thing from the beginning 

 

My beloved Brother 

Thanks for your faith, affection  and attention in our togetherness 

 

My beloved friends 

Thanks for giving me support, spirit , help and true friendship  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ACKNOWLEGMENT 

In the name of Allah, most gracious, most merciful. Alhamdulillahirabbil’ 

Aalamiin, Praise Allah for the merciful and compassionate whose blessing has 

made all possible for writer to finish her research paper, entitled “A Sosio-

Pragmatic Analysis of Commisive Utterances Used in Tolkien’s The Lord of The 

Ring: Fellowship of The Ring”. It is submitted as partial fulfillment of the 

requirement for Bachelor Degree in English Department. Peace is upon prophet 

Muhammad, the messenger, who has changed this changed this world from 

darkness to the light. 

The writer realizes that she may not be able to finish the research paper 

without any support, encouragement, guidance, help criticism and advice from 

others. therefore, the writer would like to express her thanks to those who have 

helped her. 

1. Dra. Zuhriah A, M.Hum, the first consultant who patiently has advised and 

guided her during the arrangement of this research paper. 

2. Drs. Sigit Haryanto, M.Hum, the second consultant who patiently gives 

direction and guides her in accomplishing this research paper. 

3. Dra. Koesuma Ratih, M.Hum, the chief of English Department. 

4. Drs. Agus Budi Wahyudi, M.Hum, the Dean of Teacher Training and 

Education School. 

5. The libraries of UMS, UNS and Sanata Dharma Yogjakarta, without them 

she is difficult to get information for the research paper. 



6. Her beloved father and mother who always support her with pray, advice 

and patience. 

7. Her beloved brother “Aris Prasetyo” for her affection and attention. 

8. Her beloved friends: Yuni, Ria, Tini. All of you are her truly friend for the 

happiness and the sadness. 

9. Her beloved and best friends: Ika”India” my roommate who give her a 

nice friendship, Tea-k and Naznk, Wanda and Bambang, Nopex, etc for 

the support, happiness and joke. 

10. Yuni’s family, Tini’s family, Rini’s family and Ika’s family who give her 

help and kindness. 

11. Her beloved one PSM “huh…hah…nyenengkeh…! 

12. Her friends in English Department especially class B (Papah and M. Lilik, 

B-yu, Lilik, Sugi. Irfan, Guzik, Wawan, Pipik and M. Jalu, 3ta and 

Kenang, Tika, Dyah Ayu, etc for the friendship and understanding. 

13. Kang “Salim” who give her help and kindness. 

14. Those who cannot be mentioned one by one for their support to her in 

realizing this study. 

Finally, the writer hopes this research paper will give new advantages to 

the readers. 

Surakarta, June    , 2005 

           BS 



TABLE OF CONTENT 

TITLE………………………………………………………………………......    i 

APPROVAL……………………………………………………………….…..    ii 

ACCEPTANCE…………………………………..………………………….….  iii 

MOTTO………………………………………….…………………………..…   iv

DEDICATION…………………………………….………………………..….    v 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT………………………...…………………… …..….   vi 

TABLE OF CONTENT………………………...…………………………….    viii 

SUMMARY ……………………………………………………………………    x 

CHAPTER  I : INTRODUCTION ………………………..……………………    1 

A. Background of the Study …………...………………………   1 

B. Previous Studies …………...…………………………..……  2 

C. Research Problem …..…………...…..…………………….  . 3 

D.  Objective of the Study ..…………………..……..………..    3 

E. Limitation of the Study …………………..………………..    4 

F. Benefit of the Study …………………….………………....    4 

G. Organization of Research paper …..….…………...………    5 

CHAPTER II : UNDERLYING THEORY ……………………………………    6 

A. Commisive Utterances ….…………...………………….….   6 

1. The Notion of Commisive Utterances …………………    6 

2. Commisive Utterances Classification …………………     6 



B. The Notion of Socio-Pragmatics …...…….………………...   8 

C. Speech Acts Theory  …….……………………………....… 10 

D. Classification of Speech Act ……...…………..…………...  11 

E. Speaking Formula ……………….…………………….…..  12 

F. Linguistic Form ………………………………………..…..  15 

CHAPTER III : RESEARCH METHOD  ……………………..……………....  17 

A. Object, Data, Context of Data and Source of the Data…..… 17 

B. Method of Data Collection ……………….……………...… 18 

C. Technique of Data Analysis …………………..…………… 18 

CHAPTER IV : RESULT OF RESEARCH  …………………..…………..…..  20 

A. Data Analysis ………………………………………….…. 20

1. Analysis of the Speaker’s Intention………………..…... 20 

2. Analysis of Commisive Utterances Forms ……….…...  27 

3. Analysis of Reason …………………………...……….  35 

B. Discussion of Findings ……………………..………...…...   38 

1. Findings of Speaker Intentions ………………………    38 

2. Findings Forms ……………………………………….   39 

3. Findings Reasons ……………………………………..   41 

CHAPTER V : CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION ……………………….   43

A. CONCLUSION …………………………………………...  43 

B. SUGGESSTION ……………………….……………..…...  44 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

APPENDIX



SUMMARY

Beni Suparwati. A.320.000.096. A SOCIO-PRAGMATICS ANALYSIS OF 
COMMISIVE UTTERANCES USED IN THE LORD OF THE RINGS 
NOVEL: THE FELLOWSHIP OF THE RING. Muhammadiyah University 
of Surakarta. Research Paper. 2005.

This research is based on the socio-pragmatics approach with the 
commisive speech act as the scope of analysis. The source of the data is the 
dialogs in The Lord of The Rings Novel: The Fellowship of The Ring written by 
JRR. Tolkien. The data can be in the form of words, phrases, clauses, and 
sentences.

The research is aimed at describing forms of commisive utterances, 
finding out the speaker’s intention and the reasons of employing certain 
commisive utterances. To achieve these objectives, firstly the researcher classified 
the data based on certain characteristics to justify the forms of commisive 
utterances. The SPEAKING formula is employed to describe the context of the 
dialogs. It is also used for clarifying the reasons of employing certain commissive 
utterances. While to find out the speaker intention, she applies the speech act 
theory especially the theory of locution and illocution.

The results of the research are that there are 3 forms of commisive 
utterances; imperative, interrogative, declaration. The intentions of the speaker are 
promising, offering, threatening. The reason of employing such commisive 
utterances are; showing power, softening utterances, showing solidarity.


