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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study

Sex roles are the expectations for behavior and attitudes that the

culture defines as appropriate for men and women, and sex role socialization

refers to the process by which sex roles are learned by a society’s members. 

Through sex role socialization, different behaviors and attitudes are

encouraged and discouraged in men and women. Social expectation is about,

what is properly masculine and feminine are communicated to us through the

socialization process. Although probably no one of us becomes exactly what

the cultural ideal describes, the gender relations we learn in our social

development condition our roles in social institution.

The inequality of women is not an inevitable fact: studies of a variety

of societies indicate that women’s statue varies cross-culturally and over time. 

The condition has happened for along time, so that many people believe that

the imbalance between man and woman is natural. All these points became the

central issue in the nineteenth century women’s right movements in Victorian

age England. At the time, feminism arose as awareness toward the oppression

and pressing out toward women in society, in work and in family. Many of

them were written by women writers, who put much attention to the issue of

the gender equity of women in almost all of her plays.
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Charlotte Bronte is one of great authors representing her age. The

world in her novels is the world of the Victorian age where and when she

lived. Charlotte Bronte was born in Yorkshire, April 21, 1816. She was the

third born of six children to Patrick and Maria Branwell Bronte. She was a

natural story-teller with a gift for creating memorable characters and foe

evoking atmosphere. Her work described love more truthfully that was

common in Victorian Age England. In the past 40 years Charlotte Bronte’s

reputation has risen rapidly, and feminist criticism has done much to show that

she was speaking for oppressed women of every age. Her great works

including “Jane Eyre” (1847), “Shirley” (1849), “Villette” (1853), and “The

Professor” (1857). Her novels inspired from her experiences, that full of

romantic based on her imagination.

In Shirley, however, Charlotte Bronte tackled a sweeping subject-the

subject problem in west Yorkshire arising from a period of bad harvest, poor

export trade and above all, the rapid growth of factories. This was the time of

the Luddites, activist workers who moved into manufacturing to smash

machinery, as a protest against poverty, unemployment and the decline of

skilled workers in the new industrial order. In the novel, these social and

political issues are seen through the eyes of two women-Caroline Helstone,

the young uncertain woman trying to find personal fulfillment, and Shirley

Keeldar, the strong, confident and independent heiress. The issue of Woman’s

rights, and the lack of a public role in Victorian society for women, is another

theme of this ambitious and wide ranging novel sometimes misunderstood in
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the past, Shirley is often seen as a revolutionary novel, about male power over 

workers and women. Charlotte Bronte also shows how both emotional and

actual physical deprivation has the same root cause-a lack of human feeling.

Shirley was published in 1849.

Based on the phenomenon, the writer is interested in analyzing this

novel by using feminist approach because this novel is a social novel with a

perpetual relevance in its exploration of humanity’s efforts to reconcile

personal and economic aspiration with social justice and harmony.

B. Literature Review

As far as the writer is concerned there has been no study on Charlotte

Bronte’s Shirley, at least among the university students in Solo, Yogya, and

Semarang.

The present study gives focus on the author’s view on women’s

position based on the feminist perspective.

C. Problem Statement

The main problem of the study is, “how women’s position and role in

Charlotte Bronte’s Shirley” are.
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D. Limitation of the Study

In order to focus the study, the writer limits her study on the women’s

position and role in Victorian period in terms of Charlotte Bronte’s idea of

gender equality.

E. Objectives of the Study

The objectives of the research are:

1. to analyze the novel based on its structural elements.

2. to analyze the novel based on the feminist perspective.

F. Benefits of the Study

The benefits expected from the study are as follows:

1. Practical benefit: to develop the body of knowledge, particularly the

literary studies on Charlotte Bronte’s Shirley.

2. Theoretical benefit: to enrich the literary study, particularly among the

students of UMS.

G. Research Method

In conducting the study, the writer uses qualitative research or library

research whose data are based on non-human sources, especially printed

materials. The data is taking from the sentences, the phrases, and the words in

the novel.
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1. Object of the Study

The writer’s object of the study is the novel Shirley written by Charlotte 

Bronte.

2. Source of Data

In this study there are two sources of data namely primary and secondary

data sources.

a. Primary data source

The primary data source of the study is the novel Shirley written by

Charlotte Bronte published by Penguin Group in New York, USA,

1994.

b. Secondary data source

Supporting data are taken from other sources such as the author’s

biography, essay, comments, historical information and other relevant

information.

3. Technique of Data Collecting

The data collecting technique used in the study is the library research. The 

necessary steps are as follows:

a. Making notes of the important parts in both primary and secondary

sources.

b. Reading the novel repeatedly to get the best comprehension of its

structural elements

c. Classifying the data into some categories
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d. Selecting them by rejecting the irrelevant information which does not

support the topic of the study

4. Technique of Data Analysis

The researcher uses two kinds of techniques in analysis the text. The first 

is descriptive technique in which the writer makes interpretation of the

text. Meanwhile the second is content analysis, i.e. the writer digs some

information stated implicitly within both primary and secondary data.

H. Paper Organization

In order that, this research is easy to follow, the study is divided into

six chapters. The first chapter is introduction, which contains the background

of the study, the literature review, the problem statement, the limitation of the

study, the objective of the study, the benefits of the study, the research method

and paper organization. The second chapter is underlying theory. The third

chapter deals with the social historical background of England in Victorian

period. Chapter Four is structural analysis. The fifth chapter presents the

feminist analysis, and Chapter Six is conclusion and suggestion.


