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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Study 

In this life, human beings must have needs from the basic needs to the 

higher needs. It also can change from time to time. Therefore, they must 

choose what needs that must be fulfilled first. Usually they tend to fulfill the 

major needs first before others, as Maslow states; “…we human beings have 

to meet certain basic needs of survival first, before we can even think about 

needs on the next higher lavel”. (Papalia and Olds, 1995: 497). He also gives 

example of the condition; “If you are hungry and thirsty, you will tend to try 

to take care of thirst first. After all you can do without food for weeks, but you 

can only do without water for a couple of days! Thirst is a “stronger” need 

than hunger” (Boeree//www.ship.edu.com). 

The phenomena above can also be found in literary work especially in 

novel. One of the novels that shows the fact above is William Somerset 

Maugham’s Of Human Bondage. This novel talks about a man named Philip 

Carey who tries to fulfill all of these needs as human beings from the basic 

needs to the higher one. And finally, he can use his potentials to get profession 

which is suitable for him. 

William Somerset Maugham, the writer of the novel, is a very popular 

writer. He has written some novels such as: Liza of Lambeth (1897), Of

Human Bondage (1915), Moon and sixpence (1919), The Casuarina Tree
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(1926), Cakes and Ale (1930) etc. He also has written play, namely Lady

Frederick (1907), and short story entitled Ashende (1928).

Among other W. Somerset Maugham’s works, Of Human Bondage is 

his best work. It is an interesting novel that gives any experiences, education, 

and entertainment. Furthermore, the writer is going to analyze whether Philip 

Carey can pass the hierarchy of needs and has the fifteen characteristics of 

self-actualization. This study is conducted under the title “ Self-Actualization 

in William Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage: Humanistic 

Psychological Approach”. 

B. Literature Review 

There are some students conducted this study, one of them is Atikah 

Ruslianti, a student of Sebelas Maret University. Her research is entitled 

“Maugham’s View on Human Life in His Novel Of Human Bondage”. It was 

emphasized on Maugham’s views of human life in the novel seen from some 

aspects of human life,those were the faith in religion and belief in God, the 

individual perseverance and the society’s convention. 

Having read the novel, the writer sees aspect of Self Actualization on 

major character. So in her study, the writer would like to focus self 

actulization in William Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage by using 

Humanistic perspective. 
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C. Problem of  the Study 

The problem of the study is how the major character actualizes himself 

in W. Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage. 

D. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the study are as follows: 

1. To analyze the novel based on its structural element. 

2. To analyze the novel based on Humanistic Psychology perspective. 

E. The Benefits of the Study 

The benefits of the study are as follows: 

1. To give additional information to literature researchers especially those 

dealing  with W. Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage.

2. To give some contributions to the body of knowledge, particularly the 

application of Humanistic Psychological approach in literary study. 

F. Research Method 

In this research, the writer uses qualitative method and some steps as 

follows:

1. Object of the study 

 The object of the study is W. Somerset Maugham’s Of Human Bondage. 
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2. Sources of the Data 

The writer takes the data from two resources, namely primary and 

secondary data  sources. 

a. Primary data 

The primary data sources is the novel itself Of Human Bondage by W. 

Somerset Maugham. 

b. Secondary data 

The secondary data sources are taken from books and other sources 

which support the analysis. 

3. Method of data collection 

The method used in this study is library research, which means that the data 

from both, primary and secondary sources are collected and recorded as a 

sort document used as evidence. 

4. Technique of  data analysis 

 The technique used an analyzing the data is descriptive. Descriptive means 

the writer interprets the text and content analysis relating to psychological 

condition of major character. 

G. Thesis Organization 

This research consists of five chapters. Chapter I is introduction, which 

covers background of the study, literature review, problem of the study, 

objective of the study, benefits of the study, research method, and thesis 

organization. Chapter II is Underlying Theory of Humanistic Psychology by 
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Abraham H. Maslow. Chapter III is Structural analysis of William Somerset 

Maugham’s Of Human Bondage. IV is Humanistic analysis of the major 

character in Of Human Bondage. Chapter V is conclusion and suggestion.


