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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Study 

In communication people uses utterances to express what they have in 

their mind toward the listener. Utterance produced by speaker does not only 

function to explain the speaker mind toward the listener but also means to 

show the relationship between them. Utterance could be said as main point in 

speech acts. Utterance means what is said by one person before or after 

another person begins to speak. It means that when people have a 

conversation, there occurs utterances. 

People perform action through that utterance. Austin (in Yule, 1996) 

called it speech acts. According to Austin (1960), speech act is a theory of 

performative language, in which to say something is to do something. On any 

occasion, the action performed by producing an utterance will consist of three 

related acts (Yule, 1996:48). 

Kreidler (1998: 189) states that the utterance which has the intention 

that the speaker tries to get the addressee to perform some act is called 

directive utterances. So, it can be concluded that directive utterances are those 

kinds of speech acts which the speakers use to get someone to do something. 

They are ordering, commanding, suggesting, requesting, and prohibiting, etc. 

This illocutionary act types often can be put into competitive category because 

it includes the illocutionary categories that require negative manners. On the 



2 
 

other hand there are also some illocutionary directives like, inviting indeed 

intrinsically polite. 

Oh, Brother! Comic strip serials are the series of comic strip by 

Weber and Stephens which is published on the web King Features Syndicate, 

a web which provides a million of famous comic strip serials. Oh, Brother! 

Comic tells about Bud as a smart, funny and naughty little kid and his sister 

Lily who always patiently takes care of her brother. Lily is the sister; represent 

a care, responsible and nice character. The combination of them somehow 

brings a simplicity and funny atmosphere to the reader. 

Those comics are interesting and nice to read. Significant 

conversation and entertaining thing can be found from these comics, they are; 

the directive utterances such as a commanding, requesting, ordering, 

suggesting, etc. Besides, the readers will be interested and also get moral 

value by reading them. 

The research of Oh, Brother! comic has a goal to explain the 

relationship between theory of language, especially illocutionary acts of the 

directive utterances and the language practice. The research focuses on 

directive utterances in comic Oh, Brother!. The example is as follow: 
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The situation in the conversation above is in the zoo. In that moment 

Bud and his sister Lily went to the zoo. 

Datum  : (Bud) I want to see the food first! 

Illocutionary act : The utterance I want to see the food first! has meaning that 

Bud tells to his sister Lily that he wants to visit the canteen. 

In this context he prefers to take some foods than to visit the 

animals, so the intention of the utterance above is actually 

Bud wants Lily permit him to eat first before visit the 

animals. This illocutionary act includes in directive 

utterance commanding category. 

Politeness strategy  : The utterance I want to see the food first! is uttered by the 

speaker belongs to positive politeness, because Bud tries to 

put himself in the same position of the addressee, because 

they are sibling. Bud expresses the utterance politely by 

using the word “want”. This kind of directive utterance is 
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included into Positive Politeness Strategy of human 

politeness behaviour. 

Based on to the explanation above the writer is interested in conduct a 

research by using speech act theory and the FTA/ politeness strategy. The 

speech act focuses on illocutionary force. Furthermore, the writer conducted 

the research entitled “A Pragmatic Analysis of Directive Utterances Found in 

Oh, Brother! Comic Strip.” 

 

B. Previous study 

Pragmatic analysis is an interesting matter to be searched so that it is 

possible for some people to research the same study. These previous studies 

will be mentioned here to prove that this research is different from others. 

The first research was done by Husna, Amirul (UMS, 2013) with his 

research entitled “An Implicature Analysis On “Oh, Brother!” Comic Strip 

Serial”. He focuses on analyzing comic using theory of implicature and 

cooperative principles proposed by Grice. His study aims to (1) describe the 

implicatures to occur in the “Oh, Brother!” comic strip serials, (2) describe the 

Non observant-maxims in the “Oh, Brother!” comic strip serials. This research 

applies descriptive qualitative method. The data analyzed are utterances 

containing implicature in 30 serials of “Oh, Brother!” comic strip. The writer 

concludes that, the violations are used to; (1) deliberately persuading the 

addresser to infer some implication, (2) showing irrelevance understanding 

between speaker’s background knowledge and the addresser’s, (3) deceiving 

the addresser to hide something. 
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The second research was done by Anwar, Saiful (UMS, 2012)  with his 

research entitled “A Pragmatic Analysis On Directive Utterances Used In 

Donald Duck Comics Manuscript”. The aims of his research are to describe 

the language form, the politeness strategy, and the intention of directive 

utterances used in Donald Duck comic manuscript. He employs to describe 

qualitative as a type of the research. The methods of collecting data are 

documentation method, and the steps are reading the comics, finding, noting, 

retyping, coding the data. The result of his study shows that the language form 

of directive utterances in Donald Duck comics manuscript are the politenes 

pattern used in Donald Duck comics manuscript are bald on record (42.22%), 

positive politeness (26.67%), negative politeness (24.44%), and off record 

(6.67%). The implicature of directive utterances used in Donald Duck comics 

manuscript belongs to conventional implicature, and the intention are 

commanding/ordering (33.33%), requesting (37.78%), prohibiting (6.67%), 

and suggesting (22.22%). 

The third research was done by Hastuti, Anis Umi (Ums, 2011) with 

her research entitled “A Socio-Pragmatic Analysis On Utterances Of Criticism 

In Aristocratic Movie Manuscript.” She focuses on criticizing utterances in 

Aristocratic movie manuscript. The aims of this research are to describe 

implication and describe politeness patterns of the criticizing utterances in 

aristocratic movie entitled King Arthur and Troy. The researcher employs to 

describe qualitative as a type of the research. The data source of this research 

is Aristocratic movie manuscript. The methods of collecting data are 
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documentation the movie manuscript and observation of the films; gathering 

data criticism utterances and coding the data. The techniques of criticism 

analysis data of this research are analyzing implicature of criticism utterances 

use context of speech by Nunan, analyzing the politeness strategies of 

criticism utterances in King Arthur and Troy movies manuscripts by FTA 

(Face Threatening Art) and then discussing the findings. This study shows the 

variety of the implicature and politeness pattern of criticizing utterances used 

in Aristocratic movie manuscript. The implicature of criticism utterances are 

mocking, contradiction, order, disappointment, forbid, satire and anger. The 

politeness is bald on record, positive politeness, negative politeness and off-

record. 

Finally, from the previous studies above, it is obvious that all studies 

used different data for object study. In addition, the writer used directive 

utterances in Oh, Brother! comic strip as the data and he focuses on analysis 

of illocutionary act based on Searle’s theory and the FTA / politeness strategy. 

Similarities with the previous studies above are research in pragmatic analysis 

fields. So, the researcher interested to conducts the research entitled “A 

Pragmatic Analysis of Directive Utterances in Oh, Brother! comic strip.” 

 

C. Problem Statement 

This research is about the use of illocutionary acts in comic Oh, 

Brother! The researcher forms the following questions: 

1. What are the intentions of directive utterances contained in Oh, Brother! 

comic strip serials based on illocutionary act category? 
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2. What are the politeness strategies of the directive utterances found in Oh, 

Brother! comic strip serials? 

D. Objective of the Study 

The objectives of the research are as follows: 

1. To describe the intention of directive utterances contained in Oh, Brother! 

Comic strip serials based on illocutionary act category 

2. To describe the politeness strategies of directive utterances found in Oh, 

Brother! Comic strip serials 

 

E. Benefit of the study 

1. Theoretical Benefit 

This research gives contribution in pragmatics study especially on 

pragmatics research for the development of directive utterances terms. 

2. Practical Benefit 

a. For the English Lecturer 

The result of this study can be used as additional knowledge in 

teaching pragmatics study especially in speech act theory and 

politeness strategy. 

b. For other Researcher 

This research also expected to inspire more ideas and creativity 

for the other researchers to take pragmatics study for writing research. 
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F. Research Paper organization 

The organization of this research will be explained in order the 

reader able to understand. This research paper organization is divided into five 

chapters. 

Chapter I is introduction that consists of background of the study, 

previous study, problem statement, objective of the study, benefit of the study, 

and research paper organization. 

Chapter II is underlying theory that elaborates the notion of 

pragmatics, pragmatic principles, notion of speech act, the directive 

utterances, politeness strategy and comics. 

Chapter III is research method. It presents of the type of the research, 

object of the research, data and data source, object of the research, technique 

of collecting data, and technique for analyzing data. 

Chapter IV is research data analysis and discussion, it presents of 

data analysis and discussion of the research findings. 

Chapter V from this chapter the writer presents conclusion and 

suggestion. 


